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A SCHOOLBOY'S DIARY FOR 1850
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James Boyd's Diary for 1850 was given to me by the late Mrs Imrie after the death of
her husband Dr D. S. M. Imrie. It was presumably given to him as Rector of the Royal
.
.
.
High School at which James Boyd was a pupil.
The entries are made in a printed Letts's Diary, measunng 7½ mches by 4½ mches,
which cost five shillings and sixpence. There are seventy five pages of information (largely
political and financial) and twenty one pages of advertisements, followed by twelve blank
pages used by the diarist for his "Introductory Remarks" and what he calls "Memorabilia".
Then follows the diary proper which allows a whole page for Saturday and a half page for
each of the other days; it occupies two hundred and nine pages. There follow twenty four
pages, two a month, for cash accounts. James Boyd wrote with a steel pen and his writing is
very easily read; every line is used and the writing becomes smaller as the year passes, so
that he can include more material. The text given is an exact transcript of the original diary,
mistakes and all.
James Boyd, the writer of the Diary, was born on 10 December, 1834 and was, therefore, fifteen years ofage during most of 1850. He lived at 14 Scotland Street, with his father,
who was a cabinet-maker, his mother and his brother John. The geneological tree (p.iv)
shows the family connections: the figures in brackets are their ages in 1850, based on the
1851 Census and therefore not wholly reliable. The John Boyds lived at 2 York Place, the
Ebenezer Boyds at 22 Cumberland Street, Aunt Jane at 20 Cumberland Street, and the
Davidsons at 8 Henry Street (off St Leonard's Street but now demolished). Mrs John Boyd,
Mrs James Boyd and Mrs Davidson were sisters. Margaret Boyd, who suffered from
tuberculosis, lived in 1850 with Aunt Jane, and Mary Davidson with the John Boyds.
James Boyd attended the Edinburgh High School, then in the building in Regent Road
(opened 1829). The "Schola Regia" of James VI became commonly called "The Royal
High School" in the eighteen sixties, though Post Office plans from 1833 show it as " Royal
High School". In the School enrolment register for 1845 a John Johnston Boyd and a
James Boyd appear together. Neither of the Boyds was enrolled in the years 1846, 1847 or
1848. In October 1849 James was enrolled as a member of the First Class under Dr Boyd.
The inference is that after his first enrolment at the age of 10 James had an illness which
prevented his attending school until he rejoined the First Class at the unusual age of 14.
James Boyd died of " decline" on 31st March 1852 at the age of seventeen and was buried
in the Calton Burying Grounds. His brother John and later his father both died in 1864.
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
JANUARY
I have, for several years carried on a Diary or rather a Memoranda. This, however,
although useful, I found not to suit the object I had in view, admitting only the statement of
incidents without any Remarks of my own. This however, I think will serve the purpose
which is merely as familiarly as possible to relate what is transacting in my everyday life and
insert thoughts which frequently enter the mind while engaged with other duties and which
although they might at a future time prove useful suggestions, might never recur to the
mind again.
This is the beginning of another HALFCENTURY and how many changes has the last
fifty years seen - they have seen scenes of bloodshed - revolutions in Kingdoms which
appeared so strong and invincible and improvements both intellectually and mechanically
hardly dreamt of by those of former ages.
What revolutions and improvements the remaining half of the Nineteenth c_entury
may yet see remains to be proved but what a consolation is the fact that the events which
daily and yearly transpire, are in the hands of an Allwise and Omniscient God. How many
at present in perfect health and strength may never see 1900!
But I am digressing as I mean to reserve the Blank Leaves for more Important events in
my life.
14 Scotland Street
1st. January. 1850

"As I walk by myself
I talk to myself
And myself says to me. " 1
James Boyd junior
14 Scotland Street

I Tuesday
Today, John and I went with Christopher2 to see the Agricultural Museum 3 and the New
Corn Exchange 4 which were certainly worth visiting especially the former where there's a
good Collection of Geological Specimens. The "York Place people" and the Davidson 's
came to Dinner and Tea. 5 Sacred Music and the China Balls6 took up the greater portion of
the Evening. I felt a blank, I must confess, when they went away, but it is always the way
with pleasure.
2 Wednesday
John and I took a walk up the town and ordered 50 Cards 7 in a present to Mother. A good
number of people are going about the Streets today. In the afternoon I learned my lessons
as I go to the School tomorrow the Holidays8 being now over. It is rather troublesome to go
to School after having been away so long. After having finished my lessons I read the
Newspapers. Their is rather a curious article in it of some supernatural appearances in New
York. Mother and I went along to see Aunt Jane and Margaret. My Cousin is certainly
greatly improved since June.
3 Thursday
I went to School today as the Holidays are over. Dr Boyd, 9 my Teacher, is just as usual. On
returning home at Two o'Clock 10 I learned my lessons which consist of portions from the
Rudiments, 11 Roman History and Geography. Miss Nancy Allan 12 from Morningside
called today. I have employed myself tonight principally with reading the Arabian Nights
Entertainments. 13 It is certainly very remarkable for imagination; so much so indeed that I
am inclined to agree with those who suppose that no one man could have had such a fertile
imagination.
4 Friday
I went to School today as usual. I think it is perhaps as well when all the bustle of Christmas
time is over and we are again on our old regular way. Miss Easton 14 came to dinner and tea
today. In the evening I wrote some Subscription Lists 15 for father, in connection with
Portsburgh Congregation. 16 After which I commenced an article for a Journal which
Christopher Aitchison writes weekly. Mr Balmain 17 from Leith called. He told us the
following guess made by a friend of his. What is it that God never saw, Kings, seldom able
to see, the Wizard not likely to see and which his audience sees every day? Ans. Their equal.

2

5 Saturday
As it was a very cold day I did not go to School this Morning. I filled up my leisure time by
reading the Scottish Press Newspaper. 18 Their was a notice of Patrick Fraser Tytler Esqr. 19
who died a week or two ago and I felt an interest in it as we have his "History of Scotland"
in 9 Vols. All his family seem to have a fondness for history. His Grandfather was William
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Tytler, the "Revered defender of the beauteous Stuart". 20 He has a fine style of writing a
history and keeps up the interest very well. It is now two or three years since I read it but I
remember the principal incidents quite distinctly, especially those events in the reign of
Queen Mary. He has been charged with a want of Candour in speaking of John Knox. But
it is, in my opinion, at least, very falsely charged against him as he merely seeks to prove
that John Knox had his faults but these can be overlooked when the times in which he lived
are taken into consideration. There can be no doubt that it will be considered the Standard
History of Scotland. I filled up the rest of the forenoon with my lessons and the Subscription
Lists. I took a walk in the afternoon with John. Miss Allan came to tea. Father has given
me a desk made in the shop. It is most beautiful. It was made by Handyside. 21

6 Sunday
It was hard frost all day. In the forenoon we went to the Rev. James Robertson22 of Portsburgh. He is going through a course of Lectures 23 on Genesis. He was in the end of the 4th
and beginning of 5th Chapter. It was drier than they generally are. He remarked the intellectual turn ofCain's family; which is told in the4th Chap. 20th to23rd Verses. In the afternoon his Sermon was from Phillipians 2nd Chap. 23rd. Ver. (last clause.) He considered
I. Paul's penitent and grateful acknowledgments of God's mercies in the past.
II. His childlike confidence in God in anticipapating the future.
He concluded by a few pointed and appropriate Remarks.
7 Monday
I went to School as usual. It is no easy matter to rise in these dark mornings and go out while
it is as cold as would make a Greenlander shiver. I learned my lessons in the afternoon;
they were easier than usual. Aunt Jane called to see mother. I commenced again my
Article for Christopher's Journal. It is very difficult to write when you are not in a Key for it.
I was furnishing my new Desk tonight, which, I am sure I will find very useful. There is one
great benefit attending it, it will keep my Diary very snug and as it has a good lock it will be
safe from any one who may be remarkable for curiousity.

1850
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Missions, held in the Music Hall. 25 It was a very good meeting. It was addressed by Rev. A.
Somerville, 26 Robertson, Thomson 27 and Aitman. 28 Their Addresses were principally
about the Missions of the Church which embrace Canada, Jamaica, Caffraria and Calabar. 29
We came away before the Meeting was over.

10 Thursday
Went to School today as usual. It was hard frost. After learning my Lessons I, along. with
the rest, set off in a coach to our friends in Henery Street. The York Place people were
there also, so that, along with their own family, it made a pretty large family. It confirmed
the Proverb, "the more the merrier." We really spent a very happy evening. It is a very
nice family. During supper time they entertained us with several Songs. They are all, or, at
least, most of them very good singers, but Mary decidely eclipses them. Her voice is remarkably rich. Among others she sang "My ain fireside". We came home about 11 o'Clock.
11 Friday
At School as usual. It is not quite such a hard frost as it was yesterday. At 2 oClock when
coming home I saw, what appeared to me, the North Bridge on fire. On going nearer I found
that some Gas pipes had burst and that someone had let a spark fall from a Cigar and set it
on fire. They would soon turn it off however. I took a rest in the afternoon and then went
up to Aunt Boyd's to tea. The conversation was principally about Maxpoffle, 30 an estate
which Uncle bought last year about 4 miles from Melrose, and as there are a great many
improvements going on he is, of course, interested in them.

8 Tuesday
At School as usual. It is terribly cold. We nearly got a Holiday for the Ice but they were
afraid it would not be bearing. It will be strange to see this Remark in June or July (if
spared) when it will be as warm then as it is cold now. After learning my lessons I went to
Aunt Jane's to tea, along with the rest, of course. We spent a very pleasant evening but
Poor Margaret has been spitting more blood, more than on any former occasion. It
depresses her very much. I came home and wrote my Article; I may say I am changing the
Subject if not the ideas. I feel it rather difficult.

12 Saturday
I went to School today and as usual got out at 11 o Clock. We get about 20 Lines of Poetry
to learn during the week for recitation on Saturday. Our Lines for to-day were those by Sir
Walter Scott addressed to the "Memory of the Bard" in Marmion. 31 A very fine piece but
dreadfully murdered by some of the fellows. Dr Boyd was saying that the taste and judgement were easily discernible in the manner it is recited, and it was clearly shown by some of
them, who might have been addressed like the Players in Hamlet, "I would as lief the town
crier had spoke my lines." I came home and read or at least glanced at the N. B. Advertizer. 32
What a number of curious Advertisements there are in it, but everyone is interesting to
some one or other. The "Scottish Press" has nothing particular in it. There is evidently a
sluggishness about the management of it and if so they can't expect it to prosper as they would
wish. After learning my Lessons I took a walk with John up the town. It is'n't such an agreeable day this. John Young, 33 a companion of mine, called tonight. He and I had a game at
the China Balls. After he left I again commenced to my Article. It is no easy job, for unless
a sentence pleases you, you have no heart to carry on with it at all.

9 Wednesday
On going to School today it turned out as I hinted yesterday; we got the play 24 for the Ice. Itwas an agreeable surprise but I did not go, but took a Saunter through the Town. I met a
great number with skates in their hands evidently going to Duddingston Loch. Miss Allan
came to stay with us overnight. We all went to a Public Meeting of the United Presbyterian

It is still frosty. In the forenoon I went to Rev. James Robertson's. It was his course of
Lectures in Genesis. His Text was in the 5th Chap. 21st Ver. to6st Chap. 5th. Ver. It was a
very interesting Lecture. He spoke at some length of the Verse, "Enoch walked with God"
and proved from it I. That there was an agreement between Enoch and God. II. That he

13 Sunday
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had rendered implicit Obedience. III . That he held communion with God. God walked
with Enoch, "and," said he, "he also walks with the Christian, He walks with him in this
vale of tears, walks with him through the swellings of Jordan and walks with him, at last, on
the Mount oflmortallity." We heard Rev. Dr. Harper34 in the evening in Broughton Place
Church.

14 Monday
At School today as usual. It is a fine clear frost. I wish we would get another Holiday for the
Ice and I would go and try the Skating. Perhaps we will. I went up the town to get a walk in
the afternoon. I notice a decided change in the length of the days. Leaming my lessons
brought me on to tea time which generally closes my daily School career, and the evening is
devoted to whatever my inclination leads me to except on these nights when I am pestered
by Christopher to write an article for his Journal as I am tonight. Mother and father are out
at Mrs McLean 's35 at supper and I am alone, reading the Arabian Nights. It is most interesting and rather exciting.

15 Tuesday
At School all day. The snow has been falling all night, and was several inches deep this
morning. It must be very bad for the Lochs. I got my Lessons along with a "Nap" in the
afternoon. John Davidson, my cousin, came to tea tonight and helped us to choose a new
paper for the Drawing Room. We have fixed up on a very pretty one, Blue and Gold. The
room is being improved just now being about to get new Marbles, Cheffanier, 36 and Furniture. We have been in it now nearly Seven years 37 so that it is time something was done to it.
I am fighting away at my Article yet, it is getting bulky on my hands but Christopher wont
be displeased with that.

16 Wednesday
At School today of course. The snow is still very deep but it isn't so frosty as yesterday. I
learned my Lessons, they aren't very difficult, I generally get them in an hour. I read the
Newspapers of to-day. They relate the melancholy death ofthe "Lion Queen", ofWombwell's Menagerie, 38 a girl of Seventeen who was killed by the Tiger in the den while performing . It should not be allowed, so much freedom with a brute, proverbial for its verocity.
I have at length finished my article its having taken altogether Seven nights; whether to
congratulate myself on my powers as a ready writer or not, I am sure I do not know, but I
will do so on the ground that, like Virginia, I can say, "Now it is all over. " 39

17 Thursday
At School to-day. When in York Place at luncheon as usual Aunt Boyd was telling me of a
Lecture which was delivered in Queen St. Hall40 last night by Mr. P. Miles41 on Mnemotechny, or in plainer English Improving the Memory. He seems possessed of wonderful
powers in that way, being able to repeat any number of promiscuous figures after hearing
them read once. He is to deliver a course of Six Lectures on the subject, which I think I will
attend. It is 5/- for the course. Miss Helen Davidson came to tea. I have just been away
looking at the Thermometer when it is at present 20°. I hardly remember of it being so
frosty before.

1850
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18 Friday
At School all day as usual. We have no lessons on Fridays so I filled up my leisure time by
reading "Feats on the Fiord" by Miss Martineau. 42 She is a very fine writer, keeps up the
interest very well, and shows great taste in her composition. I have read it before but go( it
out of the High School Library to read it over again, I was so pleased with it, without the
name of the Athour to attract it, as I did not know who it was. I have read several of her
Tales and was particularly delighted with the one called "Cinnamon and Pearls" . I went to
the Lecture on Mnemotechny by Pliny Miles in Presbytry Hall, Queen St. but as I have left
no room to remark upon it, I will wait till tomorrow when I will have more time as well as
space to devote to it.

19 Saturday
I didn't go to School to-day as I got the Play for drawing a Map, which, ifwe do, we get a
holiday every other Saturday. I think it worth while, were it nothing but being able to get
my breakfast in a cooler way than usual; and besides, they are all gathered up, arranged
and bound, and then they compete for a Prize at the end of the Session. I went up, in the
forenoon, to the National Security Saving's Bank ofScotland43 and deposited my Money.
My brother and I got One Pound each as a Hansel which I was depositing. I get besides
every fortnight Two Shillings, so that it is increasing wonderfully. My Interest this Year on
£10-9-11 was 5/6, and I have now in all £10-18-5. 44 I called in by Aunt Boyd's when she,
very kindly but very unexpectedly, made me stay to Dinner and "celebrate the obsequies"
of a Rabit, whose body, coming into contact with a few lead drops, afforded a savoury dish
to us to-day. I promised yester-night to give a Report of Mr Miles Lecture on the Memory
but I find I ha vent much more room here. I went again at 2 oClock, when he delivered the
same one again, to refresh my Memory as well as that of others. He has the real sly humour
of a Yankee. It promises to be very interesting, I hope it will be useful. He has as yet started
only the Basis of the Science, he has drilled us well in the Alphabet of it, while he has never
mentioned the uses to which he puts it. I will, however, I think, devote to it a page or two at
the beginning as I have really no room here.

20 Sunday
Yesterday being a fresh which, of course, caused a "slush", but being again followed by a
frost has made the streets very slippery. We went in the forenoon to the Rev J. Robertson.
His Lecture in Genesis was very interesting, it was in the 6st Chap. 1st to 6st. He remarked
that "the sons of God" in Ver. 2nd. meant people of God, not as Vuillo45 and others
suppose, angels of God. He also remarked that Infidels said, in proof of the mutability of
God, that he is represented as "repenting" , but, he said, spoke to us as if He were our
natural Father, and fully understood all our feelings and affections. In the afternoon I went
with mother to Free St. Stephens, 46 and heard Rev. F. Gillies, 47 his text was in Exodus
13th. C. 20th. V. to end. He was better than usual.

21 Monday
Went to School to-day as usual. It is hard frost and still very slippery. In the afternoon I learn
my Lessons and took a rest. In the evening I wrote in the blank Pages at the beginning of
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this Diary, some explanation of Mnemotechny. I am not sure yet whether it will do much
good or not, I hope it will, it is very interesting. It was very well filled, indeed crowded. I
know several who were there, amongst whom was Aunt Boyd. I doubt much if it will do her
much good. We must give great attention or we will never learn it. We came home with
Christopher Aitchison who is so full of the Society4 8 that he can speak of nothing else hardly.

22 Tuesday
Was at School all day. It is again a fresh which makes the Streets perfectly wet. The doings
of every day may have a sort of sameness in writing but still every day has its peculiar
pleasures as well as shades. I got my Lessons in the afternoon. Mother and father were out
at tea at Mrs. Duncan's so that John and I were alone. We were-practising Mnemotechny. I
am wondering more and more if it will be of great benefit. It will require a little study on
our part before we are quite proficient but were we so I have no doubt it would be very
useful. Mr. Miles can tell, at once, the year in which any great man died. I was there tonight.
(See Memorabilia)

23 Wednesday
At School all day as usual. I learned my lessons in the afternoon . I went up to Aunt Boyd's
to tea , and afterwards to Rev. A . Bonar's49 Lecture on Pre-millenium, 50 in the Queen St.
Hall. He is a great Advocate for those views. He adduced, I thought, remarkably little
arguments in favour of it. He spoke at great length to prove that the Apostles taught it,
now he never proved this, but allowing he had, the Apostles were only inspired so far as
they contributed to the Scriptures and if it was such an important doctrine as Mr Bonar
would have us think it, would it not have been put in plainer terms? He has evidently few
arguments bearing directly on it, as he tried to prove that its opponents were heterodox,
not the system.

24 Thursday
At School all day. It is a thorough fresh and the snow has entirely left the ground so that I
think that its annual visit is over for this season. Well, I am not sorry that it is, ifwe exchange
it for the exhilarating breezes of Spring. I dont think I remember of it being such a decided
Winter as this for a long time. Aunt Davidson came to dinner and tea to-day. I learned my
Lessons before tea and then examined the white Marble mantlepiece which they have put
up today. It is a very good one so far as I can judge and looks very pretty. I have recieved
the 2nd. Vol. of the "Arabian Nights" and was reading it to-night. Ifwe may judge from it,
the Arabians must be very superstious.

25 Friday
Went to School to-day as a matter of course. It has been raining at short intervals all day. If
I remember right this is the first day of the year that there has been any rain. It has been
frosty all the time. I see I have been speaking rather disrespectfully of John Frost yesterday
he has brought very seasonable weather with him at this time. I went, in the afternoon, to
get my hair cut; it is by no means an agreeable operation. John is away to his French Class,
mother to the Church, Sabbath being the Sacrement and I am alone writing this but I am
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late enough for the Lecture on the Memory about which I have been holding forth in the
"Memorabilia". I have been at the Lecture and am much pleased.

26 Saturday
At School as usual till 11 oClock. We were reciting some lines as we do every Saturday.
They were by Southey 51 and are very beautiful. It was an Ode on Love. We read a Sketch
of his Life. He had been a very warmhearted man but was lead into the enticing doctrine of
Socinianism. 52 It is surprising how great men believed in it and do so still-many avowedly
others only in practise. He had been, like Scott, too diligent a student and ultimately died
insane. I am afraid my prognostications about the frost being away will turn out incorrect it
was a sort of heavy sleet this morning and there is a very piercing wind. It is fair again, however, though there is still a high wind. I have been _reading the "Scottish Press". There is an
Extract in it from "Days and Nights in the Wynds of Edinburgh." It is very well written. I
believe it is by George Bell Esqr. M.D.53 He has an interesting lively style. It is evident on a
perusal of it that we know as much about the misery, and wretchedness of our own city as
the Bos jesmans54 in Central Africa. In the afternoon I read the "Feats on the Fiord". It is a
very interesting Work. I learned my Lessons and then had a "crack" with Mary Davidson
who called while all the rest were out. Miss Easton came in at teatime and has promised to
dine with us on Tuesday. It is a clear frost and almost full Moon.

27 Sunday
It is still a clear strong frost. In the forenoon I went to Portsburgh and heard the Rev. Mr.
Elliot 55 of Ford. He preached from Phillipians 2nd. and 9th Ver. He spoke ofl. The Saviour's
present state of glorious exaltation. lstly. He is raised to supreme and absolute dominion.
2ndly. He is raised by His Father. 3rdly. He is raised as being the Mediator. 4thly. He was
raised as the Reward of His obedience, sufferings and death and 5thly. He was raised whenever he ascended. II. The Importance of our Saviour's exaltation in connection with the
Believer's future state. lstly. His exaltation clearly demonstrates His essential Divinity.
2ndly. It proves the perfection and all-sufficiency of His redeeming Love, and 3rdly. It
renders the ultimate salvation of the Believer certain.

28 Monday
It is quite fresh again and a high balmy wind has sprung up. It is needless to attempt any
supposition regarding the weather at this time as a few hours changes the very Temperature.
But without any regard to weather, I am thankful to be able to say, I go to school. There
isn't so much done on Mondays. Father and John were hearing Rev. Mr Croom 56 of
Sanquhar last night. From their accounts he appears to be very talented. Mr Robertson in
1 Scotland St. died yesterday. He was an old man and before his death verged on insanity ..
John Davidson called. He is very agreeable. We have bought a new grate for the drawing
room. It looks very elegant. Went to Lecture. It is a clear moonlight night but still a high
wind.

29 Tuesday
It is a clear frosty day. I was at School all day and learned my Lessons. Misses Robertson
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from India Street called. One of them has a great deal to say and not to much purpose. I
have been reading "The Fugitive Blacksmith" by Dr. Pennington. 57 It narrates the Author's
escape from slavery. It is very well written, some parts are very thrilling especially the
Chapter entitled "The Flight". I do not think he is right in raising so many difficulties in the
form of questions and then leaves them without removing them. It is wonderful, however,
how one who had been 21 years kept in perfect ignorance by slavery can now acquit himself
with so much propriety. I attended Mr. Miles Lecture to-night.

30 Wednesday
It is still hard frost but of course I was at School. The workmen are busy at the Drawing
Room "hatching" the cornice with gold as they technically term it. I was reading the Newspapers in the afternoon. I was amused at a "Balaam"58 (another technicality) which was in
them. A schoolmaster being asked why he talked to himself, replied, that he liked to hear a
sensible man speak and he liked to talk to a sensible man. I see the death of the Countess of
Wemyss59 whose seat at Gosford we had the pleasure of seeing. But still more striking is
the death of Lord Jeffrey60 to whose Life and Character I could not do better than devote a
page of my Memorabilia which, by the way, is filling up rather quicker than I thought.
31 Thursday
At School all day. It is fresh today again and raining at intervals. It gives me a great idea of
home. Mr. Robertson's funeral was to-day. I had a "Nap" in the afternoon which put me
out of my usual as my lessons were put off till after tea. I do'nt like to learn my lessons after
tea. It is all habit, however. I read the Newspapers afterwards. There is a very fine Speech
by Sheriff Gordon 61 on Lord Jeffrey's death. The Sheriff is one of the best speakers in
Edinburgh and was, doubtless, impelled on this occasion by the personal acquaintance he
had with his Lordship. Father is reading "Visits to the Wynds and Closes· of Edinburgh
from 'the Scottish Press'. It is remarkably well written.
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FEBRUARY
1 Friday
It is a high wind to-day again. I was at School all day. In the evening I went up to tea to Aunt
Boyd's. Revs. Somerville and Scott ofDemerara62 were their. The latter has a great fluency
in conversation. John and I left to go to Mr Miles' Lecture on "America and the Americans."
I was much pleased with it. He remarked that people who know very little about America
are apt to think that too little is done for their moral and religious welfare but, said he,
when we consider that houses are often 5 or 10 miles apart, it is evident, a minister or teacher
could hardly be supported. Mr. Johnston, 63 Nicolson St. then in the names of his pupils,
presented to Mr. Miles a very complimentary Address.

2 Saturday
This morning is dry but windy. I was, as usual, at School till 11 oClock. It was our Recitation
to-day. The piece was from John Leydon, 64 who died very young and an esteemed friend
of Sir W. Scott. The lines were from his "Scenes of Infancy" in which he speaks so beautifully
of Scotland which he wrote in a foreign land. I read the Newspapers when I came home. I
noticed in St. Andrew St. as I came along that the statues on the British Linen Company's
Bank65 are now freed from the scaffolding. They look very elegant. Their are six of them,
respectively, representing Navigation, Commerce, Manufactures, Art, Science and Agriculture. These Banks are a great ornament to our city. Aunt Jane and Margaret called. My
cousin is evidently improving. I have now continued my Diary for a month and I can
sincerely say I never expected such great success. I had fears lest I had aimed too high and
that I might fail for want of enough to say but I am sure I have never for one day felt at a loss
the contrary is the case and I feel a peculiar pleasure when all the incidents of the day are
over to sit down by myself and write just what I think. Mr. Wright from Glasgow came to
dinner. John Gibson 66 a schoolfellow of mine came to tea. John Davidson also joined us. I
showed the former our Magic Lantern. It is larger than ordinary ones. We then had a game
at the China Balls. It is windier than ever.
3 Sunday
It was raining all morning till 11 oClock when we managed to go the length of Free St.
Stephen's. We heard a minister whose name we could not learn. It was a very good Sermon
from Matthew 13th and 33rd. He considered the Parable taught I The Power of the Gospel.
II The purpose of believing it. III. The effects of believing it. In the evening we went to
Queen St. Hall, and heard Rev. Dr. Pennington of New York. His Text from which he
preached an admirable Sermon was in Isaiah lst.C. 18th. V. I. Reasoning with God implies
·hearing Him distinctly. II. The importance of reasoning with God. III. The wickedness of
persons refusing to reason with God. IV. The dreadful consequences of refusing to reason
with God. It was an interesting sight to see a Negro with such powers of language.
4 Monday
It is frosty this morning. The weather fs very changeable at present. At School to-day. Dr.
Boyd remarked in connection with Leydon 's lines in "Scotland" in which he says "At dawn
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the healthy ploughman leaves his bed, etc." that it was similar in sentiment to what Burns
says in his Preface to the Caledonian Hunt, "I lead the plough and am independant. "67
What a great deal is contained in these half dozen words. It is a peculiar characteristic of
Burns, however, to write multum in parvo. Little Robert came along to divert himself.
Mother went along to see Aunt Eben who is very unwell. I pasted paper on the board preparatory to drawing a Map. I read aloud to mother part of "Chambers Papers for the
People." No 1. 68 It is very well written.

5 Tuesday
At School as usual. Mr. Sinclair, the Janitor, 69 showed us a curious old manuscript, about
an inch in breadth and a considerable length. It was in an old, little leather case with a
ribbon attached to it evidently to be hung around the neck. It is evidently very old. It is
written in Hebrew. It was a beautiful day till about 1 o'Clock when the wind got very high
and, a regular storm, the rain falling in torrents, so that I was glad to make my way home as
soon as I could. It is dry again, however, since 6 o'Clock. I drew the Latitude and
Longitude of a Map of Portugal and Spain. Christopher and Charles Aitchison came down
and had a chat with us. They are very old companions of ours, and very agreeable ones.
6 Wednesday
At School all day. It was raining in the morning when Iwentoutbutby2 o'Clock it was quite
fair, the sun shining and a clear frost. My Lessons to-day were rather difficult. Misses Allan
called in the afternoon. They were talking about there house which they have bought in
Portobello. Little Robert came along to-day again as his father and mother are both in bed
unwell, which will, of course make it very dull for him. Mrs Aitchison and her sister came
down beside mother in the evening. I drew the outlines of my Map to-night which is exceedingly troublesome and, were it not for the reward I expect for it, namely, a Saturday's
holiday and then standing a candidate for a Prize I certainly would not do it. Reading the
Newspapers has brought me to 10 o'Clock, when supper is ushered in.
7 Thursday
It was a clear frost all day. I was at School as usual. I learned my Lessons in the afternoon
and bound together the "Scottish Press" Newspapers which we have collected for several
months. They are worth preserving as they will be very interesting a few years hence. In the
evening I attended Mr. Miles Introductory ~ecture to a Second Course in Mnemotechny
which are to be delivered in the same place and to which previous Members will have the
privelege of attending without any extra charge. It is very kind of him. It was an interesting
Lecture had he not sent up a gentleman who had attended the course of Lectures to be
examined by the audience. He did exceedingly well errors excepted. He was a forward
blockhead.

8 Friday
It has been raining all day and I have been at School as usual. Our drawing room is just about
finished, the paper hung, the wood varnished and the gilt rods put up. Miss Easton came to
dinner. She is a nice old fashioned person, and one who enjoys a laugh more than most
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people. Misses Allan came to tea together with Tom J effrey 70 a companion of mine. He is a
very agreea~le fellow to talk with, but gets if anything impudent when he is a while with you.
Above all thmgs I abhor forwardness in people. We had a game with the China Balls we are
very equal. He gained at the game with the moveable "tee" while I did at the fixed one.

9 Saturday
As it was a regular storm of wind and rain this morning I didn't go to School. The Poetry,
this week, (which I would have said had I been there) was from Henry Kirke White.71 It
was on~ of his Odes, in which he so much indulged "To an Early Primrose." It is a very
sweet piece. He supposes the Primrose to be the first fruits of Spring,
"Thee, on this bank he threw,
"To mark his victory."
And then compares it to Virtue, which, he says, is
"brought forth amid the storms
"Of chill Adversity;"
He died very young, falling a victim to too hard study or as Byron says of him,
'"Twas thine own genius gave the final blow,
"And helped to plant the wound that laid thee low."
I r~ad the Ne~spapers to-day. Their is a very good Article in it entitled "A Meeting with
Edmburgh Thieves." I read and finished "The Feats of the Fiord." It is exceedingly well
written. I then took a walk between showers and bought "Chamber's Papers" and Dickens'
"Martin Chuzzlewit. " 72 Dickens is a capital writer, real originality of language and of
~nquestionable g~nius. Miss Allan and mother were away at Portobello seeing what
improvements, Miss Allan's house would require. I got my Lessons in the afternoon . It
appears to be clearing up to a frost again, but there is no saying. Miss Allan is just going
away. I was practising Mnemotechny by giving formulas to some of the Poets.
10 Sunday
It was as I had hinted, last night, a clear frost, but is now, and has been since3 o'Clock raining heavily. We went, in the forenoon, to Rev. J. Robertsons. As it was the Qua,rterly
Sacrement he preached a Sermon. The Text was, although taken from his usual course of
Lec!ures, very appropriate. Genesis 6th.C. 14th. V. He considered I. The Excellency of
Chnst as the Ark of our Salvation. This is seen, 1st. In his Divinity. 2nd. In his Humanity.
3rd. In the Combination of both in his person. II. The Extent of his Office. 1st. His Office
is to save man and not Apostate angels. 2nd. It is his his Office to invite all men to come to
Him. III. The Completeness of his Atonement. At Rev. F. Gillies in the afternoon. He
preached one of the best Sermons I ever heard from him, taken from Phillipians 4th. C. 6st.
and 7th. Verses.
11 Monday

.O? going to School to-day, it was quite fair but at 11 o'Clock there was a heavy shower of

?Y

ram, foll?wed sleet which eventually brought on a regular snow-storm. I hardly expected
such a thmg this Season. We commenced the Grammatical Exercises 7 3 to-day. This is one
of the "thorough cleaning" days here which drives the servants to distraction and us to our
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bedroom here, for the time. We were practising Mnemotechny and we (John and I) can, by
taking a little time repeat 56 figures on hearing them once read. I was reading Martin
Chuzzlewit to-night. I am quite delighted with his quaint drollery. It is fair again, I think. I
hope it will continue so as it is very uncomfortable to go to School and it wet.

offinding fault with every Book it reviews and this Work is handled in the same manner. I
finished my Map to-night. I had a headache to-night but I am happy to say it is away again.
It is a stupifying thing. Mother was seeing Mrs Robertson80 in Scotland St. and has just
returned. She tells me it is raining very heavy.

12 Tuesday

16 Saturday

A hard frost all night made the streets in the morning like, or rather they were, a sheet oflce.
This, being followed by a thaw of course, brought on a Slush which would have wet all my
feet, but for my Indian Rubber "fire buckets". 74 I was however at School. I learned my
Lessons in the afternoon. By the way, there is a fellow,'Dargavel, 75 what a name! who is
my opponent at School. He is remarkable for nothing else than a very good memory, which
I can't particularly boast of, and, therefore, whatever is to be learned by rote, he does to
perfection but as to a practical knowledge of Latin, he is quite deficient in, which is fully
brought out in the Exercises on the "Grats". He looses dreadfully. At Mr. Miles Lecture.
See Memorabilia Lee. 2nd. 76

It is very windy this morning and the cold is piercing. I was at School, however, till 11 o'Clock.
Our Poetical Extract, to-day was from Professor Wilson's "Evening Cloud". It is a very
sweet piece and quite characteristic of Christopher North.81 Last Year when at Dunoon I
read "the Foresters" with much delight. All the incidents are so simple and so sweetly told
that his is quite a style of his own. One thing struck me on reading it, that the character of
Lucy Forester was tinged with Socianism, a doctrine which Poets and Novelists are too apt
to fall into. The Professor is well known in Edinburgh for his eccentricities. I was reading
the Newspapers when I came home. I see from them them that a Monument is to be
erected in honour of Lord Jeffrey. I was learning my Lessons afterwards which are easy
to-day. It is remarkable and interesting to watch the lengthening of the days. It is as light at
6 o'Clock as it was, a month ago, at 8, which shows how Spring is advancing. It is, perhaps,
the best Season of the Year, as we anticipate the joys of the coming Summer and anticipations are often better than the reality. We went to Aunt Davidson's to tea where we were
entertained by both vocal and instrumental Music. I was pasting my Map to-night. I bought
the 3rd. No. of Chambers' "Papers". It happens to be a Tale. It is a fine, clear frost still but
not hard, of course. I must close, however, as it is late.

13 Wednesday
Still hard frost and bitter cold. At School all day. After learning my Lessons I took a walk
up the town. Among the innumerable Bills which are pasted up in the town, I noticed one
which stated something about Lloyd's "Weekly Miscellany". Of course it was of no interest
to me but the Associations with which the name was surrounded were so. I wrote a Journal
of the same name, to be read in the Society of which I am a Member, during last Year,
when I was'nt at any School. It consisted of8 Pages a week, till it was a thick Volume which
is now bound and in the Library. No easy task it was, I'm sure. I see by the Newspapers of
to-day that Lord Dundrennan 77 fills Lord Jeffrey's Office. Shading my Map and practising
Mnemotechny close my proceedings for the night.

14 Thursday
At School all day as usual. It was quite a fresh all day so that the snow was completely melted
off the hills. It was very mild. I learned my Lessons in the afternoon. When at Aunt Boyd's
for my Lunch Mrs. Robertson, the Minister's wife, called to say that she had received some
indirect word of the Illness of Rev Walter Turnbull, 78 my father's Cousin, who is a Missionary
at Jamaica. He left this about 13 Months ago in very delicate health. The report, however,
may prove a false one. I hope it will. It is very wrong of people writing from such a distance
to write so obscurely as to leave any doubt in our minds. The "York Place people" were
down at tea tonight along with John Davidson. Helen called afterwards. I was reading
Martin Chuzzlewit with much pleasure.

15 Friday
Went to School as ordinary. The air is very balmy today. I noticed, in the forenoon, a group
of miserable wretches round the Calton Jail, waiting, as I suppose, till 12 o'Clock, when
the Ladies and Gentlemen of their acquaintance, who are in these government situations,
get out. I was reading this No. of the "Free Church Magazine". There is a Criticism in it of
Professor Aytoun 's "Lays of Scottish Caviliers. " 79 That Periodical has a remarkable desire

17 Sunday
It is a high wind but the air is balmy. In the forenoon we attended Rev. J. Robertson's. His
Lecture to-day was in Genesis 6st. C. 14th. Ver. to end. It was an able Lecture. He adverted
to the opinion of a Local Deluge and rather favoured it. He further told us that the ark was
525 feet long, 87 ft. 6 in. broad and 52 ft. 6 in. high. In the afternoon we went to Broughton
Pl. Church to hear Rev. Dr. Pennington. His text was in 1st. Peter 2nd. C. 7th.V. (first
clause). He stated that the preciousness which Christ was to the Believer was proved I By
Christ's teaching. II By His full and complete redemption. III. By making continual intercession for them. It was very good. In the evening we went to Queen St. Hall and heard an
admirable Lecture by Mr. Robertson on "the Lessons to be drawn from the Present
Shakings of the Nations."

18 Monday
It is very mild to-day. Going up to School at 9 o'Clock it is strange to notice that on Monday
mornings all the shop windows are being cleaned to make as fine an effect as possible and
thereby entice people to buy from them. At York Place to-day I saw a fac-simile of the First
Number of the Edinburgh Courant. 82 It was first published in 1705 and is about 18in. long
10 broad. There are some curious old Advertisements in it, by which Purchasers are to
recieve Articles "if they have a mind". In the evening we went to Broughton Place Church
Juvenile Missionary Meeting. Mr. Brown83 ofDalkeith spoke at great length on A Penny.
We then went along and heard the Rehearsal of the Music to be sung on Wednesday first. It
is a private Amateur Concert. I was very much pleased with it.
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19 Tuesday
At School all day. A drizzling rain now and then and still windy. Miss Allan came to dinner
and talked away about her house. Emily who was a servant of ours fully 14 years ago, called.
She is now a Lady's Maid. I have been reading "Chamber's". There is a Tale in this No. It
is the first class of writing, remarkable for its intense interest through the whole as well as
for the elegance of its composition. Mother is away to Leith to her tea at Mrs. Balmain's. I
drew the Longitudinal and Latitudinal Lines of a Map of Scotland tonight. I then went to
Mr. Miles' Lecture on Memory. He has got a bad cold which seems to depress him more
than usual. When I came home I found Mr Balmain had come home with mother and was
here.
20 Wednesday
It is a fine, clear, frosty day. I was at School all day. I met Mr. Falkner, 84 a teacher that I
was with for writing, about 2 years ago. He is rather thoughtless for a Teacher, and has
given up his Classes but I greatly admire his kindly, affectionate disposit ion. I see, by the
Newspapers of to-day, an account of the "Sabbath Movement" 85 meeting held in the
Music Hall. A "Row" had been commenced by some fellows in the gallery who thought to
change the Resolutions of the Meeting. The principal rioter turned out to be one who had
gained a Prize for an Essay on the Sabbath . It shows the evils that attend such things. It
makes them so self-confident. I had a walk and called on Aunt Eben and Jane. I was
drawing my Map and reading "Martin Chuzzlewit.
21 Thursday
At School all day. The wind is higher to-day than it has been this Season. Blowing!!!
windows, blowing down tickets, blowing off hats, is the peculiar work of the wind while it
affords considerable amusement to see the ladies rushing eagerly into the arms of gentlemen.
The days are lengthening out delightfully as it is quite light at 6 o'Clock. I was learning my
Lessons and reading "Martin Chuzzlewit" in the afternoon. Dickens is remarkably good at
depicting character and we at once detect, in the pretended morality but with all, the
wretched hypocrisy of Pecksniff, the contrasted simple-heartedness of "Tom Pinch" and
the sharpness and sprighliness of "young Martin", the pen of the quaint and original "Boz".
I was tracing my Map of Scotland which is very intricate especially the West Coast.
22 Friday
At School as usual. It is a delightful day, the wind is down and the air is quite mild. Miss
Emily whom I spoke of on Tuesday last came to tea to-night. She is rather a superior girl. I
was getting out a Library Book from the High School one. It is one of Miss Martineau 's
Tales. I generally take a prejudice in favour of an Author. John brought down, from Mrs
Tod's86 in Princes Street, "Susan Hopley, by Mrs. Crow. 87 I havent read any of it yet but I
suppose it is very popular. Mary came down to tea along with Emily. I went along to Mr. P.
Miles' last Lecture on Mnemotechny. It was a very interesting one, embracing a number of
Subjects to which that Science might be applied. He kept us very late and it was densely
crowded.

A SCHOOLBOY"S DIARY FOR

1850

17

23 Saturday
A fine day again with all the characteristics of yesterday. I was at School till 11. Our Poetry
to-day is from Mrs. Hemans. 88 It was on "A Father reading the Bible." It is simply but
beautifully written with all the pathos of which she was remarkable. I remember of being
surprised at seeing, in the Philosophical Institution Reading Room 89 last year, such a large
Volume of her poems having had, previously no idea that she had written so much. I was
buying "Chambers' Papers", No. 4 today. It is entitled "Education of the Citizen". But I
have read none of it yet as my Lessons took me all the forenoon as they were rather difficult.
John and I left about 4 o'Clock for Morningside where we were invited by Miss Allan to
drink tea. It is rather a long walk but as the day was fine it was very pleasant. As we were on
our way we met the Dragoons and Infantry returning from the Funeral of the Governor of
the castle. 90 It is a solemn sight to see a soldier's funeral proceeding !Q the grave but, were
it not for the Horse of the deceased being in the rear on the return from the grave, you
might mistake it for the return from a Review. I met with Tom Jeffrey at Miss Allans. She
kindly lent us "Sir Edward Graham" by Miss Catherine Sinclair. 91 I'm sure I dont see how
I will have time to read all the Books I have recieved for a week back. I must try it however.
24 Sunday
This is the finest day we have had this year, so mild and sunny. We went in the forenoon to
Portsburgh. Mr. Robertson, a Probationer preached from Genesis 19th.C. 16th. V. He
·said that the text reminded us I. That over this world, as over Sodom was destruction by
fire impending II. God has given us notice of the danger. III. The expostulations of God
are unavailing. IV. Even those who do not wholly disregard the warning often display a
reluctance at leaving their favourite Sins. V. God often displays His mercy to us by
constraining us by His Providence to seperate ourselves from the world. It was an excellent
Sermon. In the afternoon we went to Mr. Gillies. He preached from Isaiah55th. C. 4th. V.
(1st. clause.) He considered I. The necessity of such a witness and work. and II. Who
Jehovah's Witness is. It was hardly so good as the one on the 10th. inst.
25 Monday
Late last night we heard that an extensive fire had broke out in Rainies' Work at the foot of
Lieth Walk. 92 It has been a fine day again and I was at School as usual. Miss Allan came to
dinner. She and mother were at Portobello, superintending the repair which are being
made on her house. We were choosing Damask for our Drawing Room Curtains. I think
we have fixed on the Green Damask. I got myself measured to-night I am fully 4 feet 6 in.
Mother went along to Aunt Jane's and I read "Martin Chuzzlewit" and then a part of "Sir
Edward Graham." Miss Sinclair is very good at depicting characters, and has a lively style
which never flags. The "York Place" people are away to Max:ioffle to see what state it is in
at present. It is a fine moonshine night but I must stop as it is nearly 11 o'Clock.
26 Tuesday
It is a delightful day again. It is very warm and mild, and as like a day in June as a day in
February. I was at School as a matter of course. The days are so long now that, after learning
my Lessons, I had a walk and called on Mr. Maclaren 93 to show him my watch which has
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stopt without further notice, but it seems to be much in need of cleaning. I saw that some
Logs of wood had been brought up from Leith and which took a full hour to get down that
strait, ugly gate. They are a set of vulgar men, these Carters, a specimen of which I saw there.
I commenced an Essay on Education to-night it is rather a difficult subject. I have been at a
Lecture 94 in St. Andrew's Church by Dr. Alexander95 on "the Druids". It was an excellent
Lecture.

27 Wednesday
A fine , warm day again. I was at School as usual. I had a walk in the afternoon. Mrs. Shaw a
friend of ours came to tea. I gave my watch to be cleaned to-day. I feel a great want when
every now and then I put my hand in my pocket to see what o'Clock it is. I regret to see the
death of Sir William Allan 96 by the newspapers of to-day. He was the greatest Artist ofour
times. I was reading Milton 's "Paradise Lost" tonight. It is a mighty production but strange
to say, in his old age, he preferred "Paradise Regained" to it. I was writing away at my
Preface to my Essay on Education. It is no easy matter but I am greatly assisted by father
whose critiscism greatly improves it.

28 Thursday
At School all day. It is another fine day. I will soon be taking off my peacoat.97 AuntJane
and Margaret called on us to-day. I am happy to see my Cousin looking so well. She seems
to have stood the Winter very well. Aunt was telling us that the News from Jamaica concerning Mr. Turnbull are assuming a more alarming nature, and amounting almost to a
certainty. Although no direct proof has, as yet, been recieved, still word in other letters has,
which state that his lungs are deeply affected. It was far too trying a climate for such a
delicate person. Miss N. Allan called and, by the by, Aunt Davidson was here at Dinner.
We went to Aunt Boyd's to tea. The conversation turned on the improvements required on
Maxpoffle. It was a fine night.
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MARCH
1 Friday
This being Quarter Day98 at School it was a Holiday. I suppose it is in commemoration of
the Pockets of the Teachers being well filled with, as Dick Swiveller99 would say "tin". It is
another splendid day. Aunt Boyd was telling me last night that the birds were beginning to
sing among the trees and the buds are coming on to them, at Maxpoffle. Walter Davidson
called after which I took a walk and saw Sir William Allan's funeral. In the afternoon I had
another walk and got back my Watch. I felt as if I had lost a friend since Wednesday. Such
is the result of habit. Misses Easton called after tea, and I was writing away at my Essay. I
afterwards went up to our Society Meeting. There are only eight members at present. If the
object be attained I prefer few members; some of them are ofa different opinion however.

2 Saturday
It is a fine day. Quite warm and mild. I was at School as usual. A great deal of time was
necessarily taken up with the payment of the Fees. 100 We had Poetry however. It was a
selection from Pollok's "Course of Time", 101 on Liberty. He was one who killed himself by
overtasking his mental energies. That Poem is original in conception. It supposes the Angels
in heaven enquiring of an "ancient Bard of earth" the history of the world from the beginning, which he proceeds to do. It is beautifully written, and Pollok has a thorough knowledge of his subject. I went up to the "Savings Bank" with my Money when I came out of
School. I then came home and learned my Lessons. We have Exercises to write now and
the Monitors correct those of their Division. 102 It is rather troublesome work. I then read
the Newspapers of To-day. There is nothing particular in them. We then went to Newington
to see Dr. Brown's new house. It is beautifully finished off. It is a fine day for a walk. Our
new Cheffanier came up tonight. It is very pretty. Christopher Aitchison and Charles
Craik 103 called. It was rather annoying as I had fully intended to devote the whole of this
evening to my Essay the Preface of which is not yet finished. Education is rather a difficult
subject to deal with. I've "crossed the Rubicon" however and proceed I must. It is still a
fine night. I hope it may continue fine weather.

3 Sunday
It was wet till about 11 o'Clock today but it cleared up and is now a beautiful evening. We
went in the forenoon, as usual, to Portsburgh. Mr. Robertson's Lecture was in Genesis 7th. C.
1st. to 24th. V. He remarked that some supposed the words, "the Lord shut him in," meant
simply that Noah did it himself "but", said he, "this is not the explanation. For we see
Noah did neither more nor less than what God commanded him. He did not attempt to
shut the door lest the Deluge, coming unawares should overwhelm him and thus frustrate
the use of the Ark, nor did he attempt to keep out those who had scoffed at him. No one
can close the door of mercy but God." We were at Mr. Gillies' in the afternoon. His Text
was in Exodus 14th. C. 31st. V. I. The true character of the work spoken of in the Text.
II. The effect it had on the Israelites.
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4 Monday
It is a fine day again and I was at School as usual. It seems that a fire has broken out again at
Leith Street but I do not know the particulars. We went along to see No. 16 Duncan St.104
as father was thinking of buying it. It is a very nice looking house. I then learned my Lessons
which occupied till tea-time. Aunt Boyd called, and went with mother to Dr. Grey's. 10.S
John was away to his class and I was left alone writing my Essay. I have now finished my
Preface but I hardly know what to say first. I was reading "Sir Edward Graham". Miss
Percival's character is very well depicted. It wants the manly style of Dickens. She is
evidently an imitator of his and succeeds pretty well sometimes but at others signally fails.
5 Tuesday
It is a beautiful day and very Mild. At School as usual. Miss Allan was at dinner with us
to-day. She was seeking advice from father about her house at Portobello. I was learning
my Lessons in the afternoon. John Davidson came to tea. He is very agreeable. We were
talking about some of the great Painters of our day. Such as Wilkie, Landseer, Watson
Gordon &c. 106 He told us that Wilkie when young took the portrait of an old wife sitting on
the pulpit stairs, one Sabbath in his father's Church for which the stern old Presbyterians
brought him before his father, who, on seeing the striking likeness could not refrain from
laughing. This was the characteristic of his paintings. I have been reading, with increased
pleasure, Edward Graham.
6 Wednesday
It is rather dull to-day but has cleared up towards evening. I learned my Lessons in the
afternoon, and then went along to Mr. Maclaren according to appointment, to show him
how my Watch was going. It has been gaining 2 minutes every 12 hours but he has touched
the regulator which will make it go steadier. It does go well in general although it is now
26 years since it was bought so that it has done well. I see by the Newspapers that Mr.
Bickersteth, 107 the Episcopalian minister, is dead. Mrs. Maclean called, and I wrote my
Essay and read "Sir Edward". Miss Sinclair loses her affected kind of writing when the
narritive becomes exciting.
7 Thursday
A mild day but rather blowy. I was at School as usual. Miss Boyack 108 called for the loan of
any Book written on Classical Education. I gave her the Free Church Magazine which contains an article on the subject. I got the Lessons over before tea. Word has at length come
from Mr. Turnbull direct. He has been no worse but had the earache a while ago. It is just
after the fashion of the three Black Crows 109
"I was horrid sick and did throw up
And told my neighbour so
Something that was as black. sir, as a crow."
I was writing my Essay as usual and have commenced Vol. III of "Sir Edward Graham." It
is getting very interesting, rather exciting.
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8 Friday
Exceedingly warm to-day. At School as usuaL As we get no new Lessons on Friday I spent
the afternoon in reading "Sir Edward Graham". I have now finished it. I think upon the
whole, it is very well written. Her characters are drawn very well. Sir Fitzroy Perceval is
drawn in strange in strange contrast to his daughter Anna while Lady Graham stands in the
same relation to the honourable, open and manly character of Sir Edward. Laura and
Peter make a capital match although she never allows herself to be in love with him at all.
Charlotte Grey and Lord Edenthorpe are equally good. Indeed I am quite pleased with it.
A few friends were at tea tonight amongst whom was Miss Allan who staid with us all night.
I went and heard C. Cowden Clarke 110 on the Comic writers of England. He was much
too severe on Addison.
9 Saturday
Rather dull this morning. I got the play for a Map. Our Poetry to-day is the remainder of
Pollok's eulogy on Liberty. In which he sums up the qualities of the Man who is possessed
of true liberty.
"seeking
This alone; the approbation of his God
Which still with conscience witnessed to his peace."
"All else were slaves to Satan, Sin and Death."
Father has bought a house yesterday. 53 Frederick Street. It is a first flat and I think very
cheap. It was £535. It is in a good situation and lets well. I see by the "Papers" that Sir Jam_es
Gibson Craig111 is dead. There is also some intelligence respecting the long lost Sir John
Franklin. 112 I hope he may be found yet. I took a walk up the town and bought Chamber's
"Papers". It is a Tale this week but I haven't read it. The day has cleared up and it was
remarkably warm in the forenoon. I learned my Lessons in the afternoon and read some of
"Martin Chuzzlewit." Dickens is very hard on the Americans. No wonder than "Jonathan " 113
was angry at him. Miss Allan went away about 5 o'Clock. I had a walk after tea to-night.
Rather an unusual occurence at this season. The dust and ashes which fly into your eyes are
very annoying but they are the sine qua non of a Saturday night. What a number of
vagrants are in the streets too what strange lives they will lead ifwe but knew it. I have been
writing my Essay ever since I came in.
JO Sunday
A sunny day again. As usual we were at Mr. Robertson in the forenoon. His Lecture to-day
was from Genesis 8th. C. to the end. He remarked that some difficulty was connected with
the reconciliation of Ver 4 and then with the statement in V. 5th. He thought that the words
"the ark rested" in the 4th. V. means that it had ceased to move but remainedstationeryon
the 7th. month a thing very remarkable as nothing short of a miracle could produce this as
there was no shelter on the wide expanse of waters and as we are told in V. 1st. that God
made a wind to pass over the earth. We therefore see that it did not actually rest on the
mountain till the 10th. month so it ocassions no discrepancy. At Mr. Gillies' in the afternoon. His text was in Mat. 3rd. C 11 th. V. I. The dignity of the Saviour as seen in the text.
II. The excellency of Christ's mediatorial work.
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11 Monday
It is a warm day and very pleasant. At School as usual. The men have been engaged all
afternoon putting the mirror on the Cheffonier. It looks very elegant now that it is finished.
The mirror is, I think 6 feet high so that it looks very imposing. I learned my lessons before
tea. It is a queer thing I can never learn my Lessons so well by half after tea as before it
while I know some fellows who can't learn a word except in the morning. It is all habit,
however and it is not to be depricated which is much the same as method. I am very regular
in all my movements and dont like to be put out of my usual. Miss Emily who was here a
week or two ago, was at tea tonight. I have been writing my Essay. It is rather hard work
but I am getting on smoother than I expected.
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15 Friday
It was a dull morning but it cleared up and has been very warm. I was at School as usual.
We had a walk, (mother and I) to the West End of the town in the afternoon. They are
beautifully finished of, the houses in Moray Place and Charlotte Square. Mrs. Millar120
called after tea. I was engaged writing my Essay till 8 o'Clock. I was remarking on classical
Education. I hope there will be nothing personal in my observations as I certainly dont
intend to make them so. At 8 o'Clock then, I went up to the Meeting ofour Society. It was a
Debate to-night on Capital Punishments. By no means an enticing subject. It was one which
we were little able to speak of so very little was said to much purpose. Some took arguments
from Scripture, others from reason. There were only 6 present.

13 Wednesday
It is another beautiful day, indeed it is the burden of my Song every day. I find by my Diary
that for about a fortnight it has been most delightful weather. I was at School as usual. I
learned my Lessons in the afternoon and was reading Eliza Cook's Jouma1 115 which we took
out last Summer but as it was rather a "working Class" Periodical so we gave it up. I was
reading the Newspapers also and was greatly attracted by a Poem on "Bum's Highland
Mary" 116 in the peculiar style of that great man. Mary Davidson along with the Misses
Laidlaw 117 called. I have been writing an Essay for a week or two and am hardly halffinished
with it. Their must be something wrong with the Crown Lawyers or a want of furniture in
the Upper Storey.11a

16 Saturday
This is a dull coldish sort of morning and a rainy kind of wind. At School till½ past 10 to-day.
Our Poetry for today was by Grahame 121 from his well known Poem "The Sabbath." His
style is lucid, simple and withal beautiful. In describing the country people flocking to the
Church, he says,
"Slowly the throng moves o'er the tombpaved ground
The aged man, the bowed down, the blind
Led by the thoughtless boy, and he who breathes
With pain, and eyes the new-made grave well-pleased.
These, mingled with the young, the gay, approach
The house of God."
I went up to the Savings Bank to deposit my Cash. When I came home I found Aunt Boyd
here on a visit. I then learned my Lessons as usual. I see by todays Newspaper that Ramsay
of Barnton 122 is dead. He was a queer man and had remarkable love for driving coaches
and used frequently to drive the Mail Coach. I was transcribing a part of my Essay from the
scroll- the most pleasant part of the operation. Having been previously invited we went to
tea at Miss Allan's at Morningside. It is a long walk out but we see a great deal about us
which makes it appear easier. I am sorry to say she has met with an accident this week while
on her way out. It seems she had tripped and fallen all her length on the street. Her face is
all cut. She has a very agreeable manner and treats her friends with a kindness which is
enhanced by her want of ostentation. It is still remarkably warm. I'll do a little to my Essay
to-night yet, I think.

14 Thursday
I rose earlier to-day so that I had more time for breakfast than usual, besides had a little time
after it which I very seldom have, but it is much more comfortable, certainly. It was very dull
all day, although it was very warm. I am afraid the weather, like most great men, doesn't
like to be praised as I did yesterday. At School as usual and learned my lessons in the afternoon. I then had a walk with mother through the town which presents all the grades of
society to.our view, from the Aristocrat lolling in his carriage to the little pick-pockets that.
frequent the thorough-fare. We were kept at York Place to tea and there met Aunt and
Uncle Davidson along with the family of the house. John Davidson119 was showing them
patterns of papers for Maxpoffle.

17 Sunday
It has been rather bleak and cold to-day. We were at the Rev. J. Robertson's in the forenoon.
His usual Lecture was in Genesis 9th. C. 1st. to 7th. V. He remarked that there were some
difficulties connected with the 4th. Ver., as many professing Christians and amongst others
Barnes the commentator, suppose the law still to be binding especially when again laid
down in Acts 15th. C. 20th. V. Now the reason God gave the Jews for enjoining it is seen in
Leviticus 17th. C. 11th. V. "For it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul,"
evidently referring to sacrifices as types of Christs atonement which being consummated
required no more blood shed and the sacredness of it was annulled, and that the Apostles
had particular reference to the heathen rites when they alluded to it. At Free St. Stephens

12 Tuesday
Another fine day. I was at School as usual, and of course learned my lessons. Alison and
Betty were here at tea. We went to a Lecture in St. Andrew's Church being the Third of a
Course under the auspices of the Edinburgh Young Men's Society by Dr. Gunn 114 of the
High School, on the "End and Means of Self-culture". It was very good as a whole. His
manner and·delivery were very bad. He was far too flowery and too many Similes. Some of
them were rather ridiculous. He spoke of "sparkling gas, rousing fires, sobriety and books
had a soothing effect on the Mind," rather a strange combination certainly. He was rather
barren of ideas, I thought as he harped away at those he had with great assiduity.
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see Barnard's Mississippi 127 at present exhibiting in the Waterloo Rooms. 128 It is most
beautifully executed. It is said to be 3 Miles of canvas showing upwards of 3200 miles of
American scenery. The steamers are very exactly drawn with, amongst many others, these
names, West Wind, Hercules, Genl. Taylor &c.

in the afternoon. A Mr. Alexander123 preached. Text Isaiah 53d. C. 10th. V. (1st. clause).
At Rose St. in the evening. Mr. Robertson from Jeremiah 31st C. 34th. V.

18 Monday
A change to-day. It is again very warm. It has been remarkably fine weather for the month
of March as as it used to be very course weather at this season, indeed proverbially so. But
the Seasons are getting like themselves again. Hard frost in Winter. Mild and to use an
expressive word "growing" weather in Spring. What Summer and Autumn will turn out
remains to be proved. At School as usual. In the afternoon learned my lessons and took a
walk to buy "Chambers Papers" and Dickens' "Chuzzlewit." Mother went along to see
Aunt Jane while I wrote my Essay. I was also reading "Chuzzlewit". It is a capital book,
and improves as it goes along. Terribly satirical on the Americans. Mother has just returned
and tells me Margaret is keeping well.
I

19 Tuesday
A warm day again and at School as a matter of course. After learning my Lessons in the
afternoon I took a walk which I intend to do if possible every day. I passed through the
High Street in my Rambles. It is a wretched place, filled with women who carry on an
extensive trade in the Cap way in extensive umbrellas. 124 I saw a woman carried away dead
who had fallen over a window. I noticed on my way home that the Scaffoldings and Palings
are taken away from the Bank in St. Andrew's Square in which case we loose a great deal of
varied information from Public Meetings advertised to Peter Scott's125 Gentlemen's(?)
Shirts extolled. I was up seeing the Aitchisons for a while and hastened down to my Essay.
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20 Wednesday
A splendid day again and very warm; quite like a summer's day. At School as usual. I am
sorry to have to record the deaths of no fewer than three persons to whom we are acquainted.
The first is Mrs. Duncan of 1 Heriot Row; an old lady whose husband died about 18 months
ago. She has died of water in the chest, was quite healthy considering her age but took a fit
at 4 this morning and died in it. Another is Mr. Wilson of the Easter Road an old man. A
third a Mr. Knox, a member of Portsburgh. Little did I think that one of these, especia)ly
the first, would be no more before to-night. Miss Allan called. I karned my Lessons.
Wrote my Essay after tea. And then went up to Pliny Miles' Lecture on "America and the
Americans." He has a free, easy, offhand sort of style that I li~e.
21 Thursday
Rather cold and bleak when the sun chose to hide his face, to-day, but delightful when he
did show face. At School as usual. I see by yesterday's Newspaper that a Murder has been
committed at Juniper Green by a man who, four years ago, was released from Morningside
Asylum. His victims were a Dr. Wilson and his mother. Nothing is as yet done but the
murderer is to undergo a surgical examination which will settle the matter. 126 Writing my
Essay after lessons this afternoon brings me to tea time. After tea the whole of us went to

22 Friday
It is fine day and very warm. I was, as usual, at School. As I get no additional lessons to-day
I employed myself with reading Hanna's Life of Dr. Chalmers. 129 It is remarkably well
written and although he is his son-in-law there are no traces of exaggeration and, apparently
he has no wish to make him appear more than he really was. He is blamed by some for
entering too much into the minutiae of his Life but an incident in the early life of a great
man ought not to be overlooked if it in the slightest degree shows the progress of the mind.
It is delightful to watch the days lengthening out. I could see to read to-night at 7 o'Clock: I
find by my Diary that on the 16th. of February it was as light at 6 o'Clock as it is now past 7
so that there is about an hour's difference every Month. I read my Essay on Education to
our Society. I find I have taken 16 days to write it. I did it in20 minutes to5 of an audience.
23 Saturday
Quite a change again. Instead of "another warm day" which is generally the Frontispiece
of every day it is so cold that you would be apt to mistake it for a day in January. The wind is
so thin that, to use a popular phrase, it actually goes through you. The Thermometer is at
40°, just 8° degrees above Freezing. I was at School however. Our Poetical Extract was the
other half of the Lines taken from Graham's "Sabbath". He is very minute in his description
of the Scottish Service. After the Bell has rung which
"Fills all the air, inspiring joyful awe,"
the people enter in, (the different kinds I have mentioned last Saturday) then the
" . . . . . . . . . . man of God; worthy the name,
Arise and read the anointed Shepard's lays"
which are sung by the congregation, then comes the " unpremeditated prayer" followed by
"Instruction, admonition, comfort, peace."
It is a very true portraiture of a Sabbath in Scotland. I learned my Lessons and read the
Newspapers till dinner time. Aunt Jane called. John and I had a stroll through the town in
the afternoon. It is still quite piercing, the wind. We called at York Place on our way home.
Mother and father are at a tea-party in Mrs Robertson's 130 1 Scotland St. As John was
reading Sir Edward Graham I took the other Volume to refresh my memory. I can notice it
better a Second time and understand it also, because I am apt to overlook parts of it when
carried away by the interest of it. I should like to see Miss Catherine Sinclair after having
read her book.
24 Sunday
It is still "viciously" cold. At Portsburgh as usual. Mr. Robertson's usual Lecture from
Genesis was in the 9th.C. 1st. to 18th V. He approves of Capital Punishments. He lays aside
all quibbling about the manner in which it should be done and asks the Question, Does God
approve of it?. He thinks he does from the 5th. and 6th. Verses. Not only is Man forbidden
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unnecessarily to put the beasts to death but He is explicit on the punishment which would
befall a homicide and as murder, before the Deluge, was perpetrated with impunity God
warns him now in these expressive words, "Whoso sheddeth &c". He thought the rainbow
would not be new to Noah. As it is, by a simple Law of Nature, made to appear. It was
when the sun was at a certain altitude (45°) that it caused it. At St. Stephen's in the afternoon.
Mr. Macleod131 of Stranraer preached from Zecharia 15th. C 7th. V. Liked him very well.

25 Monday
Still very cold. Indeed the water in the strand132 was frozen this morning. At School as usual.
Got my lessons in the afternoon, and was reading Chalmers' Life. It is very interesting.
While only a Student at College at the age of 16, he took his tum in the morning Prayer and
although invited, the Public seldom accepted the invitation, but when it was known young
Chalmers was to officiate, the place was crowded. And a part of a Lecture he wrote at the
same age is most beautiful. We were at Uncle Eben's at tea along with the "York Place
people" so that Maxpoffle was all "the go". By the By Aunt Davidson dined with us. I came
in at 7 o'Clock and have been reading "Martin Chuzzlewit". I have taken a strange notion
of writing a Tale. But I must away to Aunt's to supper.

26 Tuesday
Another cold morning. Winter seems determined not to allow Spring to commence on such
easy terms as it seemed. It is a tough Battle but Spring has
"Dared the sturdy blusterer to the fight, " 1 33
and I think has proved successful this afternoon as it is a little warmer. At School and, of
course, at lessons, as usual. Two fellows, to-day, neither remarkable for "keeping high up",
were called for a Poem they had yesterday incurred, when, by a strange coincidence, both
Poems were written on the same paper, ruled in the same way and with the same egregious
mistakes in each. One of the boys was an Irishman. 134 On being asked how that agreement
in their Poems happened he replied "We did it together that there might be no mistakes in it."
We went to Dr. Eadie's 135 Lecture in St. Andrew's Church.

27 Wednesday
A cold day again. It was snowing this afternoon. I'm sure I never expected to see Snow this
Season again. At School, however as usual and learning my Lessons also. John Davidson
dined with us, and then went with mother and I to Trinity in the Train. 136 The sea is very
green and bleak-looking to-day and has a very forbidding aspect. We returned at 5 o'Clock.
Dr. Eadie's Lecture last night was a masterly production. It was "On the Superiority of the
Bible over other old Books." He fully appreciates his subject and his remarks on the various
writers of the Bible were powerful and true. I staid in to-night and commenced a-Tale which
I have resolved to call "The Wilson Family. I wonder how long I will take to it or if I will
ever finish it.
·

28 Thursday
Not quite so cold to-day but by no means what it was a fortnight ago. At School as usual. In
the afternoon wrote my Tale; I wonder how I will get on with it. I am afraid it will beat me.
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"I'll do my Best. Angels can do no more.". Mother and father are away to Mrs. Jeffrey's to
a tea-party and John and I went up to York Place to tea. John showed us a fine six foot Bow
and a Brace of Pistols which he had bought to take with him to the Country. We then went
along with him to the Exhibition of Paintings on the Mound. I am no judge of them but I
greatly prefer those which are true to Nature. Amongst many others, I was struck with Sir
W. Allan's "Cup found in Benjamin's Sack." T. Faed's "Fun", "Curiousity" "Duke of
Argyle and Jeanie Deans"; 137 there are a great number of beautiful Paintings however,
which it would be impossible to mention here.

29 Friday
As this is Good Friday I had a holiday from School. It was fortunately a finer day than usual
and much warmer. After breakfast I did a little to my Tale. I am really getting on with it
better than I anticipated I am nearly done with the First Chapter. How long it is to be I have
no idea at present. I then took a walk after lunch at Aunt Boyd's along Prince's Street. Lots
of Episcopalians at Church to-day and as they are passing they step into the Exhibition
which is exceedingly convenient. John and I went up to Christopher Aitchison's to tea; and
then to Portsburgh District Prayer Meeting in a Class Room in Queen Street Hall. Mr.
Robertson delivered a Short Address on John 1st. Chap. 16th. Ver. From this we went
down to our Society Meeting. It was a Debate on Total Abstinence. I was opposed to it as I
don't like Theory without practice. It wasn't conducted well.

30 Saturday
It is very blowy to-day and the small stones flying in your face which makes it very disagreeable; but the wind is very balmy. At School as usual. Our Poetry to-day was from the same
Author, Grahame. It was describing "The Scottish Sabbath Evening. " 138 A very truthful
Sketch, where
"The grayhaired man
The father and the priest, walk forth alone
Into his garden plot, or little field,
To commune with his God in secret prayer."
Aunt Boyd and Miss Hogne 139 called. I was learning my lessons and reading the Newspapers. Sir John Dick Lauder, 140 I see, has paid for the "Row he kicked up" to the amount
of £10. He has got off very easily. Wrote my Tale - I like it very well and I think is calculated
much more than Essays to improve the mind. John and I had a walk in the afternoon, so
that my eyes are full of dust. I was reading Martin Chuzzlewit with increased pleasure. His
description of Mr. Pecksniff in a "fix", in danger of losing the favour of old Chuzzlewit and
consequently all his money and also of insulting Jonas by sending him away and thereby
lose him for a son-in-law and "Merry" lose him as her husband are admirable. Writing my
Tale in the evening and have finished Chapter II. By the by Dr. Boyd gave out a voluntary
exercise viz. What we can gather from the Bible concerning Angels. As far as I can see we
don't get much information on the subject, but I must "try try try again". The wind is howling to-night terribly which brings to my mind Cowper"Now stir the fire and close the shutters fast. " 141
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31 Sunday
Rather a good day this but coldish in the evening. As usual at Portsburgh in the forenoon.
Mr. Robertson's Lecture in Genesis was from the 18th. Ver. to the end. He remarked that
Shem, signifies Name, by way of distinction and his descendants the Jews, as is well known
were greatly distinguished. They were descended from him by Eber. Ham means, Hot,
reffering to the fact that his descendents occupy the Hottest parts of the Globe. Japeth,
Enlargement or persuasion. The first was the Ancestor of the Jews, the second of the
Africans, and the third to the Europeans. He remarked further that it was not all the
descend~ilts of Ham who were cursed but only the line of Canaan and that the Prophecy in
Ver. 27 1s remarkably fulfilled. At Free St. Stephens in the afternoon. A Mr. Scott142
preached from Hebrews 9th. Chap. 12th. Ver.
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APRIL

1 Monday
It is a sort of day this that you feel "warmer out than in", and it is very balmy. It is of course
"hunt the gauk" day 143 as was plainly asserted by the proceedure of some of the boys. At
School as usual. Mary Davidson was at dinner; her principal inducement being a "Haggis"!
After lessons I went up and bought No 1 of "Household Words" 144 conducted by Charles
Dickens. It is capitally got up and well printed. Price 2d. 24 pages. I have read some of the
Articles. "Preliminary Words" in which the able Editor's pen cannot be mistaken are
pathetic and touching. "Lizzie Leigh" promises to be very good and the "Post Office on
Valentine day" is very clever. Mother and father are at Mr. Hogue's 145 at tea. Miss Allan
and Miss M. Easton called. I have been writing my Tale with great success to-night having
written nearly 20 pages.
2 Tuesday
It has been raining now and then all day but it is very warm. At School as usual. In the afternoon learned my Lessons while mother was at Leith seeing Mrs. Balmain. I was reading
"Household Words", which by the way I ordered to be sent regularly from Menzies's 146
every Saturday. The "Amusements of the People", a Satire on low theatres is an able Article
and calculated I think to do a great deal of good. Mlle. Clairon's rather supernatural
appearances and noises are, I think, clearly explained. The "Wayside Well" is, I am pretty
sure, from the Head of "Boz". "Emigrant's Letters", very strange productions but I daresay will be very useful to intending Emigrants. Christopher and Charles Aitchison came
down to get a crack to-night.
3 Wednesday
It has been a fine day with occasional showers which are not at all disagreeable but rather
acceptable, especially when the air is so balmy. Father, mother, and John went up to the
Evangelical Alliance breakfast this morning at which Dr. G. Achilli, 147 who was liberated
from the Roman Inquisition recently was to speak. As he speaks English as yet imperfectly
he spoke in Italian while Mr. Robertson 148 of the "Greyfriar's" acted as interpreter. I was
therefore left to breakfast alone and I got on first rate and then went to School afterwards
learning my Lessons. Mrs. Maclean called as also did Aunt Boyd. I wrote some of my Tale
but not much as I had to go to a Lecture in Queen Street Hall by Mr. Lees149 on the "Life
and Discoveries of Sir Issac Newton." Was much interested with it.
4 Thursday
A fine "growing day" this; much the same as yesterday, the showers exceedingly refreshing
and the air very mild. At School as usual. John Davidson dined with us. We were talking
over the Lecture we heard last night; it brought to my mind the Anecdote Mr. Lees told of
Sir I. Newton. While he was in his study, dinner having been announced, a stranger who
was to dine with him, seeing the philosopher was not coming, fell to eating a chicken and
soon left nothing but the skeleton, on the entrance of Sir Issac, removing the cover and
seeing nothing but bones he said "I thought I hadn't dined but I see I have." I learned my
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Lessons. Mary and Helen Davidson and John Boyd were here at tea. I have been writing
my Tale all evening and have commenced conversation.

5 Friday
It is another fine, warm day; and I was, as usual, at School. I noticed that Mr. Gray150 the
Proprietor of the North British Advertiser is building a small house at the corner of Prince's
St. next the Theatre to expose the Advertiser in. It has four sides with windows for each
side of his Newspaper I understand. It is a fine central situation for such a purpose. I learned
my Poetry in the afternoon and also had a walk to Haddington Place, to a house in which
Uncle Thomas is to have a Sale. The Misses Balmain and the "York Place people", were
here at tea. Messers Balmain joined us at supper. We went up to our Meeting in the evening
but as the Essayist didn't make his appearance there was no Essay so we had just a chat
amongst those that were visible.
6 Saturday
It is again a warm day with a very balmy air and remarkably mild. I didn't go to School
to-day as I had a slight inflammation in the eyes. The Extract in Poetry this week was from
Cowper's Task. 151 It was explaining what true Gaiety was. He says,
"The Innocent are gay, the lark is gay
That dries his feathers, saturate with dew
Beneath the rosy cloud."
This he considers true Gaiety and then speaks of a false kind
" .. .. ...... which fills the bones with pain,
The mouth with blasphemy, the heart with woe."
Cowper has a very interesting style and is very good at Satire. I was out getting a walk and
got "Martin Chuzzlewit" and "Household Words" neither of which I have yet had time to
read. In the afternoon, as father had some business at Denholm Cottage, Trinity, 152 we
took a walk there. It is most beautiful to see the hedges with such a fresh green, as yet defaced
with no dust. I dont think much of the house. We were overtaken by a shower and had to
seek refuge at the Porter's Lodge when the porter's Wife thought it a favourable opportunity
to detail at full length her past doings, her present situation and her future prospects which
might have been much longer had they not been cut short by the opportune arrival of an
empty coach which we took advantage of. Miss Gregory called, having spent a dismal
winter in the Highlands, and being in hopes of spending a happy Summer there too. At Tale.
7 Sunday
It is a splendid day and exceedingly warm. At Portsburgh as usual. Mr. Robertson's Lecture
in Genesis comprehended the 10th. and the first5 Verses of the 11th. Chap. He remarked
that although the 10th. Chap. presented little attractions to us, yet we must bear in mind
that it would be interesting as well as instructive to the Israelites. He further remarked that
the 10th. Chap. ought either to be placed after the 11th. or that God commanded them in
Verses, 5, 20, and 32, to "divide after their families in thiernations," before the building of
Babel. And that they rebelliously built a tower for the avowed purpose of keeping to-gether.
Hence thier sin and hence thier punishment. The plain at which they resolved to dwell was
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Mesopotamia, 30,000 square miles and the tower was meant as a landmark. After a vain
attempt to hear Dr. Achilli in Dr. Brown's153 we went to St. Stephen's and heard a Mr.
Alexander from Hebrews 2nd. Chap. 3rd. V. (1st. Clause)

8 Monday
It has been a fine, warm day, with an occasional shower. At School as usual. In the afternoon Miss Nancy Allan called. I learned my Lessons after which I read "Household Words"
No. 2. "A Child's Dream of a Star" 154 is there can be no doubt the production of Dickens.
It is most touching and pathetic as well as so childlike. All the rest of the Articles are able
and interesting; the "Australian Ploughman's Story" 155 is very well written and I think the
Journal promises to be very useful as well as entertaining. It is sent to us regularly from
Menzies' 70 Prince's St. We were very much entertained this evening by a pugilistic
encounter between two young ladies who had perhaps tasted a very little (?) too much and
two gentlemen kindly agreed to escort them to a beautiful building on the Calton Hill and,
which, strange to say they were'nt at all proud of. At Tale.
9 Tuesday
A fine day and excessively warm. At School as usual. We have bought a very nice draft
Board at the Sale I spoke of in Haddington Place. I[t) is good-sized with 30 Red and White
Ivory "Men". It would be very expensive when new; we got it for 6/- I was reading "Household Words" aloud to mother. She is much pleased with it. Also reading, with increased
interest, "Martin Chuzzlewit". We went in the evening to a Public Meeting in the Music
Hall on the subject of National Education. 156 There were excellent Speeches from Drs.
Harper 157 and Begg. 158 Charles Cowan M.P. 159 and Mr. Crawford Sheriff1 60 also addressed
the Meeting. It was very well filled and did not disperse till¼ past 11.
10 Wednesday
It is duller to-day than usual, but still very warm. At School as usual. I noticed that the Screen
Wall at the Register Office is being removed several feet back which will make a great
improvement in Prince's St. as it has all along been a great nuisance to be in such a thoroughfare. There is a full report of the Marriage Affinity Bill161 in the Newspapers of to-day. Mr.
Sleigh came post haste from London to put the Scotch folk right on the subject and would
address the Meeting, but he found they weren't "so far north" as he imagined for as all
remonstrances from the Chairman were unavailing Moxey carried him ignobly from the
scene, which was the-best argument to use with such a fool. We went to Aunt Davidson 's to
tea and spent a pleasant evening. Walter kindly came home with us to the door.
11 Thursday
A fine day again and very warm. At School as usual. I was reading a pamphlet by Andrew
Combe 162 on the Introduction of Religion into Schools. He is against its introduction in
connection with Doctrinal points-he is against Christ's atonement being adverted to at all.
It is a dangerous idea however as virtue is all very good but without Christ it is nothing.
Learned my Lessons. The Editor of the "Scottish Press" remarks on the conduct of the
Chairman in putting Mr. Russel, Counceller out of the Marriage Affinity Bill Meeting. He
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thinks that he, as a citizen, ought to have been heard. His observations are judicious as
there is no credit in having a majority when opposition is put down by the civil magistrate. I
have had a pleasant walk after tea.

idea of it was that Angels after the fall were alienated from men and even feared by them,
but "through the blood of the cross" they were again reconciled and they rejoice over a
sinner's salvation.

12 Friday

15 Monday

Another delightful day. At School as usual. In the afternoon I was reading No. 3 of Household Words. It contains a proposal of starting in connection with the Journal a Supplementary Number at the end of the month, to be entitled-!.'Household Narritive". 163 It is not
however to be in connection with it i.e. bound with it but rather as a seperate Volume.
Aunt Davidson, Uncle, Jacobina and Tom were here at tea. Jacobina played a game at
Drafts with me. She beat Twice I, Once. It is a very nice way of spending an hour. It is
exciting. We, John and I, went up to The Society Meeting. It was a Debate on Phrenology
but neither I, nor most at it, know much about the subject. Called at York Place to see
them as they had just returned from 2 day's stay at Maxpoffle.

Father started thismorningat7 o'Clock forNewtown. 167 Mr. Lumgair, 168 the U.P. Minister
of the town, having contracted a friendship with us while at Maxpoffle, kindly invited father
out for a day or two's Fishing as he knew he was very fond of it while there last year. Mr.
Lumgair is also capital fisher so that, I have no doubt they will enjoy it, exceedingly. They
have not however got a good day for it as it has rained incessantly since 12 o'Clock which
sent me home from School with my Clothes if not my Spirits damped. Miss Allan dined
with us. I was reading Chalmers' Life and was much struck, I trust benefited, by its Perusal
but I will say more as I advance in his Life. John Davidson joined to tea. Had some conversation with him about the possibility of improving the system of Theatres. Went along
to see Margaret who is going to Morningside tomorrow.

13 Saturday
It is a fine day again. We have enjoyed remarkably good weather for several months back.
It used to be very stormy weather about this time but it is now quite the reverse. I was at
School as usual. Our Poetry was again from Cowper's "Task"; on Christian Patriotism. 164
After allowing all due credit to Worldly Patriotism, he says,
" ........ martyrs struggle for a brighter prize
And win it with more pain."
I have been reading in the Newspapers of to-day of the Trial at the Police Court of Mr.
Sliegh, Barrister and Mr. Russel, Ironmonger, for a breach of peace in the Music Hall on
Monday. They were found guilty and fined respectively, 2 Guineas and 1 Guinea. There
can be no doubt but that they were legally guilty. They were told by the Chairman along
with the Committee not to offer to speak and despite the injunction they attempted it,
thereby disturbing the Meeting which had been called for a different Side of the Question.
But still I think they ought to have been heard, for, if they had, it is very unlikely they would
have had a majority, so that the fact that they were allowed would have made the victory all
the more complete. I went up to the N.S. Savings' Bank with my money after which I
learned my lessons. We had a walk on the Portobello Road. I was reading Martin Chuzzlewit,
with much pleasure. The "York Place people" were here at tea, when Maxpoffle was,
naturally, the principal topic of conversation. I was also reading "Household Words".
"Lizzie Liegh" is finished in this No. It is an interesting, instructive and original Tale.

14 Sunday
It isa fine warm day again. Mother and I went to hear Dr. Guthrie165 in his own church. His
Text was in Ezekiel 36st. Chap. 26st. Ver. It was a splendid Sermon abounding in striking
illustration. He is preaching a series of Sermons on the same Text. He considered it as a
Great Change. I. It was compared to being "born again". II. To the Resurrection.Ill. To
dry Bones. It was crowded to excess. In the afternoon went to Portsburgh and heard the
Rev. Mr. Kerr 166 of Alnwick. He had a talented discourse from Collossians lst.C. 20th. Ver.
He remarked that there was difficulty connected with the words "things in heaven". His

16 Tuesday
It continued fair and was very sunny and warm till about 3 o'Clock when it commenced
raining fully worse than yesterday. At School, however, as usual. I was reading Chalmers'
Life after learning my lessons. I am reading the Transition Period of his History in which he
vainly attempts to conduct himself on the foundation of a "pure and heavenly Morality".
We went up to the Railway Terminus to meet father. As I was rather soon I took a look at
the Stationer's Shop which business is carried on on a scale much larger than we would
suppose in such a place. Father at length arrived (in the 4 oClock train from Newtown)
laden as I soon experienced with a large number of Trouts from Tweed. We had tea in
Aunt Boyd's. He enjoyed his trip very much.

17 Wednesday
It is much the same sort of weather. Fair and rain alternately. "Here a little and there a
little. " 1 6 9 Very seasonable however. At School of course. We got some of the Trouts to
dinner. They are very sweet and "tasty". After lessons read to-day's Newspapers. There is
a report of a Soiree for Liberty of Speech. I think the "Scottish Press" is far too fond of Mr.
Sleigh who, it appears, is a paid Lecturer. It is a low, mean, trick to go about the country
advocating views because they are ~ for it. Charles Dickens is likely to receive the
honour of Knighthood. He is well deserving of it, he has a warm heart - a love to the
poorest classes although courted by the highest in the land - and diffuses a great deal of
good by his Works. Had a walk after tea. Called at York Place and there met Walter
Davidson and spent-a pleasant hour.

18 Thursday
It is a very fine day. Warm and mild. At School as usual. Learned my Lessons. Mary
Davidson called, and took a walk with mother in the afternoon. John and I had a game at
Drafts. I gained by a very little. He and I took a walk after tea. Misses Cameron called
to-night. They were telling us of an eccentric fellow, who makes veritable "Queen Mary's
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B~ds" and sells them as such. Further he makes Lochaber Axes of undouted antiquity and
still further makes real Mer~aids. O_n showing one of these last to a gentleman, he expiated
at great length on the fact of its veracity, when the gentleman asked him in an offhand tone
"Wh? made it?" "Oh! it was myse'l," replied he, quite off his guard'. It is a mild balm;
evenmg.

whom it shall fall." " Remains of what is supposed to be the Tower of Babel exists to this
day. It is 500 feet square. At Mr. Gillies' in the afternoon. Text Matthew 28th Chap. 6st. Ver.
(last clause.) He was much better prepared than usual having been confined with illness for
some time. He spoke of Bethlehem - Gethsemane -Calvary-Joseph's Tomb- Mt. Olivetas the most interesting places, rendered so by associations to the Believer.

19 Friday

22 Monday

Rain in the morning made a sweeter day than we have had for weeks. It is exceedingly mild.
At School as usual. Got out a Vol. of Chambers' Tracts from the High School Library.
Mother and I went to Morningside in the omnibus which, was, of course packed. The first
person who entered was a stout, elderly gentleman-who coughed incessantly to the great
a_nnoy~nce of ~is, neighbours. Next, an old lady, very old, who asked everybody several
limes, if they_ did nt find the ?pen window disagreeable. Also a gentleman who laughed to
everybody without any specified reason. We took tea with Miss Allan and called on Aunt
Jane. Margaret and Aunt Eben are looking fully better. I hope the change will do them
good. 170 Returned to Society Meeting. Mr. Ireland's on the Sabbath.

Another fine day. At School as usual. We met with a very unexpected pleasure to-day; in a
visit from the celebrated Sheridan Knowles, 175 to our Class. He is pretty far advanced in
years and of an agreeable face, jovial. He made a Speech to the Class and was heartily
cheered several times. He is the Author of several Dramatic Pieces amongst others
"Virginius", and is considered by competent judges to be the most, if not the only, popular
dramatist. Walter Davidson dined with us and was joined by the Misses Easton and Miss
Allan, at tea. I took a walk after tea. Indeed, I find it the best time of the day to walk, my
lessons having been previously learned. It was a fine night for walking, that is, neither too
cold, nor too hot, but very pleasant. Aunt Boyd called with melancholy news from Jamaica.
Mr. Turnbull has died at length. His disease was very stealthy. But he was ready. Poor
Mrs. Turnbull! 176

20 Saturday
There was an appearance of rain in the morning, but the day turned out much finer than we
expected. So mild and warm. At School as usual. It was a further Extract from Christian
Patriotism . Cowper beautifully alludes to Persecution and its influence on the Martyrs.
"They liv<;:d unknown,
Till Persecution dragged them into fame,
And chased them up to Heaven. " 171
I ha~ n? room_ to re~~rk on Mr. Ireland's Essay last night. It was decidedly a failure. There
was m It nothmg ongmal and brought forward nothing but the thread-bare arguments of
the Sc?tsman. D?~s not the _v~~ fact that it has existed - am:i been venerated in all ages
prove !Is a~thenliclty? And 1f 11 1s thus covered by "the hoar of antiquity" and if there is
mtern~l ~v1dence of its Di_vine origin the Word of God is the only rule to guide us and
wher~ m 11 do w~ find that Its holy Commands are left to the caprice of men, regardless of
obeymg them, either from fear, reverence or love? We had a walk in the afternoon and I
got my hair cut after an interval, as I find by my Diary, of 2 Months and 24 Days. Far too
long. I also got a new Military Cap in Cunningham's172 on the Bridge for 6/-. I was reading
No. 4 of Household Words. A most instructive, interesting article on the "Globe"173 pleased
m~ m~ch. "Loaded Dice" 174 displays great talent, but more of it hereafter. Christopher
A1tch1son spent an agreeable night with us. I was reading the Newspapers.

21 Sunday
A fine day with the exception ofa heavy shower at 4 o'Clock. At Portsburgh in the forenoon.
Mr. Robertson's usual Lecture in Genesis was from the 11 th. Chap. 9th Ver. to end. It was
very useful and entertaining. He had a beautiful allusion to the present state of Europe.
''.The T?wer", said he, "which Infidels and Despots are attempting to rear shall be con-'
tmued 1111 we for a moment almost question Divine Wisdom, but not a stone shall be added
when God's time comes and his lightning shall fall from heaven and "woe unto them upon

23 Tuesday
Another delightful day, but rather colder than it has been for several days. At School as
usual. I learned my Lessons in the afternoon. John Davidson came to tea as he was going to
the Congregational Meeting for their Theological Institution. Speeches were delivered by
two or three gentlemen but Mr. T. Binney's177 was the Speech of the evening, characterised
as it was by originality, talent and humour. He is from London and considered one of the
"Stars" of his body. He was followed by Dr. Alexander178 and then by Dr. Wardlaw 179 whose
character has been recently slanderously impeached. He is a fine old, venerable man. We
went up to York Place to supper and enjoyed a pleasant night. Returning at 11 o'Clock.

24 Wednesday
At School as usual. A pleasant day, rather cold. In the afternoon I was reading the Newspapers ofto-day. There is a Report of the meeting I was at last night. By the by the Independents180 are easily distinguished from other denominations by their consummate bigotry,
which, of all reproachable things, is the worst. There are no fewer than three murders 181 in
the Papers. There is also a remarkable story which states that a man bought an old picture,
"for fun", and paid 2/- for it, when it turned out to be a Portrait of Charles 11 82 by Vandyke
worth £20,000. Lucky chap! I had a walk with John after tea. It is a pleasant evening but
"viciously" cold. Miss Allan came to remain all day with us. I must close at½ past 10.

25 Thursday
This is Fast Day 183 in Edinburgh throughout all the Churches and it commences the
"Preaching" Holidays till Tuesday. It is rather bleak with a tendency to rain, which, made
me feel a little rough in my throat. I was at Free St. Stephen's in the forenoon. Mr. Bieth 184
of Stirling preached from Romans 11th. Chap. 19th.-20th.-21st. Verses. It was a good
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Sermon but much too long, as we did'n 't get out till¼ past 1. Went to Portsburgh and heard
Rev. Mr.. ~ick 185 of Balerno. His_Text was in Psalm 103rd. and 1st. Ver. He is a promising
young m1mster but he had too httle to say of Redemption which I think is what David
p~rticularly wished to "bless the Lord" for. Miss Allan went away. Father went to hear Mr.
Bmney at the Congregational Meeting in Argyll St. Chapel. 186 John and I took a walk in
the afternoon. Commenced a School Prize Essay, Life of Christ.

26 Friday
I e~joyed a. Holiday privilege this morning in the shape of a Plunge Bath.1a7 We have a
capital one m the house, far too seldom used. It is very refreshing and I have no doubt very
conducive to health. I'm very fond of it. Mother and I had a delightful forenoon walk.
Aunt Boyd called; while I read Chalmers' Life. I have come to his Marriage, about which
in his "Enigmatical" Letter to his Sister Mrs. Morton, he says some clever things. I wa~
al~o reading "Chuzzlewit" in which Dickens has a Severe Satire on "Beardless boys" who
will have themselves shaved and say after the operation is over say like Mr. Bailey "that
arter late hours nothing freshened up a man(?) so much as a easy shave." Sauntered up the
town wit~ Jo~n, who is away to Morningside to see the invalids who are I am happy to say
progressmg. Household Words" have arrived. I haven't read it.
27 Saturday

It is a fine day although it is very cold "out of the Sun." As I am not at School there was of
course, no Poetical Extract. The Saturdays in my Diary are quite Poetical and would m~ke
no mean "Keepsake", or "Gems" if I thought of a Plan of startling the Public. I am very
sorry to see by the Newspapers that William Wordsworth is dead. He was an old man. But
he was a great one; and has long been Poet-Laureate.
"All mourn the Minstrel's Harp unstrung,
There name unknown, their praise unsung. "188
I was also reading "Household Words", No. 5. "Pet Prisoners", 189 is written in an energetic
style and the views entertained quite sound so also is "A Tale of the Good Old Times. "190
"Francis Jeffrey" 191_is perhaps the best article in it. "Coroner's Inquests" 192 expose the
~anner in which they are gone about which ought to be improved. This Periodical, as far as
1t has gone, is sustaining its character well. Took a walk up the Town - my favourite haunt
where I see so much that it makes the time pass wonderfully. We went to Free St. Stephen's.
The Revd. Dr. Samuel Miller193 preached from Psahn 41st. and 4th Ver. It was an able
Sermon but had the same fault as Mr Bieth's, far too long. The hearers get drowsy, the
Preacher monotonous. Had a stroll with John when I came out in the same place as the
forenoon. We looked at the improvements which are being made on the Screen Wall of the
Register Office, which is in process of removal a considerable distance. John Davidson
came to le~ along with Misses Stenhouse and Hunter. The latter remains with us all night.
She has a disagreeable love of contradiction - the other an amazing self-consequence.

28 Sunday
The same sort of day with the same characteristics. I very rarely hear a Sermon by Mr.
Robertson but being the Communion194 I heard one from him to-day with which I was much

A SCHOOLBOY'S DIARY FOR

1850

37

delighted. It was from Daniel 7th. Chap. 13th. 14th. Verses. He remarked I. In regard to
the Ascension of the Messiah 1st. Daniel clearly saw· and predicted that Christ was to be a
Man. 2nd. The Style which Christ loved to speak of himself was, "The Son of Man" II. The
Messiah's Investiture of Sovereign Dominion. 1st..Daniel furnishes us with Something of
the Nature of the Dominion and the kind of Authority to be exercised by Christ. 2nd. He
tells us of its Universality. 3rd. It is an indestructible Dominion. John Davidson came to
tea. Went with him to St. Luke's195 and heard Revd. Mr. Somerville, 196 Glasgow from
Isaiah 49th. Chap. 24th. 25th. Verses. I. The Captivity. II. The Lawful Captivity. III. The
Deliverance.

29 Monday
The same sort of Weather. Chilly in the shade. Misses Stenhouse and Hunter, who have ,
been staying with us, left to-day. The former improves upon you. I went to Portsburgh and
heard Rev. Mr. Newlands 197 of Perth. His Text was in Romans 16th. Chap. 19th. Ver.
(middle clause). He is a talented Preacher but speaks very low. We had then a walk up the
town. It was very throng to-day as all the people seemed by common consent to take a walk
after coming out of church. Miss Allan came to tea. She is just about to enter her house in
Portobello, so is very much engrossed with the various improvements which have been
made on it. Learned my Lessons as I go to School to-morrow. We get no additional lessons
for Holidays, which is quite right although some of the Masters don't do this. After tea
John and I took a walk. It is still rather cold.
30 Tuesday
It is still very cold in the shade. I have, at length, gone back to School. It isn't so nice to
return after the Holidays. Dr. Boyd was telling us of a very learned but proud Man (I forget
his name) who along with another gentleman entered a Reading Room. The former was a
crooked, decrepit man. They were both "fickled" by a Latin sentence which they saw in a
book when a young officer who understood it offered his services to explain it. The learned
gentleman however felt piqued. "It only requires a note of Interrogation to be fully understood," said the young officer. "And what's that," replied our learned friend. The young
man, eyeing the little crooked gentleman, replied, "It's a little crooked thing that asks
questions. Mother went to Morningside to see the Invalids. Had a walk in the evening.
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MAY
1 Wednesday
~~m~er has bee? ushered in by a fine day. Warmer than it has been for a day or two although

It IS still a cold wmd. I was at School as usual till 12 o'Clock when the News that the Queen
had been delivered ofa Prince 198 set the bells a-ringing and procured us halfa Holiday. She
has been very ill, indeed her life, for some time was despaired of, so it makes it more joyful.
To-day was also remarkable inasmuch as I bought myself a "Bagster's Polyglot Bible". 199
12/6. It is a very handsome one. Indeed Bagster's is the best Church Bible to be had. It has
ma~ginal ~efe~en_ces _and yet isn't much larger than a New Testament. It will last me a long
while as his bmdmg 1s so durable. We went to Mr. B.lack's Rhetorical Entertainmen1200 in
Queen St. Hall. Willm. Thomson, 201 a boy in our Class recited LochieJ. 2D2 He did it very
well as also all the others.

2 Thursday
The weather is "much of a muchness" to-day. I was at School as usual. By the bye we have
said the Poetry we should have said on Saturday to-day. It was the last Extract from Christian
Patriotism from Cowper's Poem, "The Task" Stayed in this afternoon and learned my
Lessons after which I recreated myself by reading a little light Literature. Went up toyork
Place to tea where we met the Misses Waddel. After tea I took a walk in Queen St. Gardens
where I met, quite accidentally, Charles Aitchison, with whom I sauntered about for an
hour and had a very interesting conversation. He is a very agreeable companion. We
returned home when James Tod, 203 according to engagement, called on us. I have been
writing the "Life of Christ" for the School. It is turn rather a formidable job. We were
choosing papers for Frederick St.

3 Friday
It was warmer to-day than usual. The wind has changed and the sun was very strong. At
School as usual. In the afternoon wrote to Aberdeen.204 Walked over to Aunt Davidson's
to tea. It is a long way to their house and through the busiest part of the town. I met all the
family and the York Place people at tea. We then repaired to the Exhibition of Paintings
which I visited before. I wasn't so comfortable this time being the Second last night it was a
perfect crush and as everybody was at cross-purposes with everybody we had just to elbow
along to keep up with the rest. I still think highly of those I mentioned before also "The
Quarrel between Oberon and Titania", by J. N. Paton. 205 "Taking the Measure",2oa
"Countess of Eglinton", 207 and Landseer's "Free Kirk". 208 The name of the last is senseless as it is like any other kirk. The dogs are very striking.
4 Saturday
This is another warm day "in the sun", and as it is very strong it counteracts the coldish wind.
At School till½ past 10 o'Clock. Our Poetry to-day was from Cowper's "Tirocinium".2D9
In which he speaks of seeing "the playplace of his early days", so beautifully-:
"The pleasing spectacle at once excites
Such recollection of our own delights,
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That, viewing it, we seem almost t'obtain
Our innocent, sweet, simple years again.
After learning my Lessons I read the Newspapers. There is nothing of much importance in
them. We received a letter from the Revd. George Bell 210 to whom we wrote a day or two
ago asking him to come and stay with us while at the Synod 211 which meets on Monday. He
has accepted our invitation and is coming. He is a very agreeable man and we have had him
at Synod time often before. "Household Words" have come. "The Heart ofMid-london, " 212
exposes in strong language the disgraceful accomodation of Smithfield Market. "The
Miner's Daughter" 213 is simply but interestingly told. I like the plan Dickens has adopted
of exposing public grievances in the form of sketches in which he introduces characters so
that you get a very clear view of the subject. Such articles are much more read than dry
Essays and they are much more effective. John and I had a walk as far as the Meadows. I
said that, in the morning, it was warm "in the sun", but since he has retired the wind has
gained the ascendancy and is very piercing. I have just heard that there has been a fall of
snow! It is very remarkable in May! Was reading Martin Cnuzzlewit in the evening. Mrs.
Gellatly 214 called.

5 Sunday
There is hardly any difference in the weather; still very cold. In the forenoon I went to
Portsburgh. Mr. Robertson lectured as usual from Genesis, 11th. Chap. 31, 32, Verses. He
remarked that "Ur" means fire and it is supposed that the inhabitants of that place worshipped fire. He said that we will observe the Generations of Ham and Jepheth are disposed
of at once very summarily in Chap. 10th., but those of Shem are again more particularly
referred to in the 11th. Chap. as from his seed the Messiah was to spring. The Lecture was
an elaborate introduction to the History of Abraham which I trust I may hear his Lectures
on, as they will be very interesting and he takes great pains in their preparation. At Free
St. Stephens in the afternoon. I couldn't learn the name of the Minister. His Text was in
Romans 12th Chap. 1, 2, Verses. Mother has been unwell to-day and unable to go to
Church at all. Elders were nominated at Portsburgh.

6 Monday
It is a fine day although a cold wind. At School as usual. After lessons read "Martin
Chuzzlewit". Dickens is very hard on the Americans and "their most remarkable men in
the country." Revd. George Bell came as I stated on Saturday, to-day and took tea before
going to the Synod. He is a faithful attender of its "Sederunts" and a very agreeable man.
Went with John to hear his teacher Mr. Grahame 215 recite, but, as it wasn't the proper
night for it I was doomed to be disappointed. We then went along to the Synod and heard
the last "Head" and two "Conclusions" of a Sermon by Mr. Miekle 216 of Bieth from
Revelations 21st. Chap. 9th., 10th. and 11th. Verses. It was, as far as, we could judge from
its "catastrophe" a capital Sermon. He has, however, a bad delivery. The new Moderator
was then elected. After voting for five or six amongst whom was Mr. Robertson, Portsburgh
Mr. Angus217 of Aberdeen was elected.
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7 Tuesday
The wind still cold and the air very keen. At School as usual. Dr. Boyd was telling us of the
manner in which soldiers are executed. It is done by Six other Soldiers and in order that
none of them may be afterwards challenged as the Executioner (by no means a pleasant
appellation) there are only Five of the Guns loaded with "Shot" and One with only Powder,
these are handed promiscuosly among the Six Soldiers and they fire at once on the unhappy
victim, so that it is never found out nor cannot, who is the Executioners. An ingenious,
useful plan. Learned my Lessons. Mr. Bell is still with us. I was reading "Household Words"
to mother. "A plain Cook" 218 is well written, rather satirical. "Two-handed Dick"2 19 is
very interesting. At Synod to-night. It was about Defaulters in debt. Got out at 9. The air
still cold and chilly.

8 Wednesday
Still very cold. At School as usual. Before coming down to dinner I called in to the Synod.
There was nothing particular before it to-day. 220 Dr. Brown took rather an active part in
the debate which is unusual. I learned my lessons in the afternoon after which we all repaired
to the Synodical Missionary Meeting in the Music Hall at 6 o'Clock. After reading a short
Report by Mr. Somerville 221 Dr. King 222 of Glasgow addressed the Meeting on the Prospects of Jamaica. He is a talented Speaker and had some fine ideas in his Speech. Mr.
Blyth 223 who had arrived from Jamaica two days before then spoke. He had a touching
allusion to Mr. Turnbull's224 death and paid a high tribute to his piety and efficiency as a
Missionary. He followed his remains to the grave a fortnight before he left Jamaica.
F. Monod 225 spoke next. Dr. Archer226 from London had a splendid speech. Mr. Goldie, 227
Peter Brown 228 and Dr. Pennington 229 followed.

9 Thursday
It was a fine day again, in the sun as is the usual reservation in regard to the weather just now.
At School to-day. I saw a butterfly for the first time this year. My brother and I used to be
very fond of Entomology, and caught numbers of butterflies by the gauze Net used for that
purpose. We have a good many, which we preserved, still. It is a very interesting branch of
Natural History. We caught all of them in different parts of the West Country. Mr. Bell
and father dined, along with a number of others, at York Place. I learned my Lessons in the
afternoon. John and I then, after a short walk went into the Synod. F. Monod addressed it.
He had a fine Speech with one or two very happy allusions. Dr. Anderson230 of Glasgow
had a splendid Speech. It was quite characteristic; and he had been evidently well prepared.
It was crow[d)ed to excess.

10 Friday
Heavy rain in the morning, which although disagreeable at the time, has a most beneficial
effect on Vegetation. It cleared however in the afternoon and only rains at intervals. I was
at School all day. "Household Words" having come to-day I read the first article "The Fire
Brigade" 231 with much pleasure. Dickens contrives to make this Journal remarkably
interesting. We had a Dinner and Tea party this afternoon, consisting of Mr. Bell, Mr.
Miller232 (a "brother" to whom he wished to introduce us), Mr. Murray, 233 Messrs.
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Robertson of Portsburgh and Newington, 234 Mr. Lumgair of Newtown and "the York
Place friends" except Uncle John. Ministers are a strange set when they get together. After
tea they went up to the Synod as I think I will do also. I have been there. It was a Memorial235
about the position in which the Ruling Elder should stand in the Church. Mr Renton 236 of
Kelso and Mr. Robertson 237 of Stow were figuring prominently.

11 Saturday
This is a cold day, still an occasional shower but nearly so warm as yesterday. I didn't go to
School to-day as I had a little cold and as there is not much done on Saturdays. The Poetry
for to-day, however, was from Dr. Watts238 on "True Riches" of which he speaks very highly.
"I've a mighty part within,
That the world hath never seen,
Rich as Eden's happy ground,
And with choicer plenty crowned."
I was reading the Newspapers. There is a full Report of Wednesday evening Meeting but
Thursday one is far too meagre, especially Dr. Anderson's which was well worth giving in
full. The Queen's Birthday is to be kept on the 23rd. inst. that is also the "Commissioner's
Walk". 23 9 I had a walk up the town where lots of Ministers are walking about, and being
chased home by a heavy shower I learned my lessons. Mr. Bell took a walk to-day as no
Synod meets. He gave me the present of "William Allen" a Lecture to young men by Mr.
Sherman. 240 It appears to be well written but of course I haven't read it yet. John and I had
a walk up to the Castle in the afternoon. We command a splendid view from "Mons Meg"
as well as exhale the pure air, two great advantages. We saw the 3rd. Regiment of Highlanders, at least a part of them, drilled. They are a very respectable, most of them, religious
set of men. They hold Prayer Meetings and about 300 of them have joined the Canongate
Free Church. 241 How seldom we hear of pious soldiers! We called into the Assembly Hall242
which happened to be open. There is nothing particularly striking about it. We went up to
Christopher Aitchison's, to speak about a Sabbath Morning Meeting among ourselves.
There is to be one to-morrow morning.

12 Sunday
It is a beautiful day but windy. Father and I went to Mr. Robertson's ofNewington to hear
Mr. Bell. He had a firstrate Sermon from John4th Chap. 14th. Ver. He considered I. The
Water. II. By whom is this water given? By Christ. III. The Water must be drunk. IV. The
Effects of the Drinking. We never thirst again, because, 1st. We have a supply within ourselves. 2nd. We have an abundant supply. 3rd. We have a constant supply. 4th. We have a
permanent supply. It was a very fine Sermon. After a cup of Coffee in Johnstone 's Coffee
house,243 we went to Portsburgh where Revd. Mr. Steedman 244 of Stirling delivered an
excellent, practical Discourse from Acts 1st. Chap. 14th. Ver. and2nd. C. 1st. V. and last
clause of 41st. V. He remarked I. That the Church Prayer Meeting has a direct and powerful
influence on the increase of the Church. II. Were it to resemble this one in its nature it
would do so in its results. We intend going to a Meeting for Devotional Exercises in Synod
Hall to-night. Monod and Blyth to officiate. We went there.
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13 Monday
!his has been a cold, bleak day. And I have caught a cold. I don't know how but it certainly
ts very unpleasant. I hope it may soon go away. At School as usual. Very sad news were
recieved of Miss Easton this morning. Late last night she had a shock of paralisis, affecting
the muscles of her throat and rendering her speechless and hardly able to get a drop of water
swallowed, ever since. She had a slight shock last year but she had quite, to all appearance
at least, recovered its effects. Poor Miss Margaret is very ill about it. "The Life and Works
of the Rev. Dr. Heugh," 245 was sent to us to-day as we were Subscribers to it. It is most
tastefully set up and I think it will be interesting. Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher246 drank tea with us.
They are a little peculiar but agreeable people "for a' that". I was reading "Household
Words" to mother. "The Raven in the Happy Family" 247 is a capital Article. "The Raven"
brings in such capital hits on matters of Public interest. Soon to-night 9 .20. 247•

14 Tuesday
The weather is much the same to-day, only a little warmer in the forenoon the sun being
very strong. At School as usual. Mother has been over all day with Miss Easton who, by the
last accounts we had, is no better but mother has not returned yet. I was reading Martin
Chuzzlewit this afternoon with much pleasure. One can't but admire the fine, open,
ingenuous disposition of Tom Pinch compared with the selfish, hypocritical, sordid nature
of Pecksniff. And, to shift the scene, how beautifully is Young Martin's selfish disposition
when changed to that of a more humble one by the horrors of "Eden" delineated. John and
I after tea went to see "the Cumberland Street friends". Margaret is a great deal better I
am happy to say. There isn't so great an improvement on Aunt Eben however. Although she
is better. Mother has returned and says, Miss Easton is a little better, but is still speechless.

15 Wednesday
The weather is very pleasant to-day- perhaps it is warmer than yesterday, but still from the
same cause as is proved by the coldness of the Air after occasus soli. Mr. Bell left us this
morning by the 8 o'Clock Train. I, along with the rest, feel his abscence very much. He was
a very agreeable guest which makes the blank much more felt. I can hardly help feeling,
now and then, as ifhe should be coming in, (especially about 9 o'Clock). As·this is Quarterday it was a Holiday. I took up the forenoon by reading the Newspapers. I then had a walk
and as I was in Prince's St. I saw the Cannons fired, in honour, I suppose, of London holding
the Queen's Birthday. I noticed that Sound takes a long time to travel, as I could calculate
by the time which elapsed between the flash and the report. Meeting with John Davidson,
he and I meeting with Mince Pies hastened their end. Miss Easton's keeping better.
Mother was at Portobello.

16 Thursday
It is a fine day again. The wind being almost due West made it in reality much warmer. At
School to-day. Of course the pockets of the Dominie were well lined this forenoon. He
remarked that the Class being absent yesterday he would trouble them for their Notes and
would feel obliged by those who had forgotten theirs, for "2 Copies" to-morrow. I learned
my Lessons in the afternoon after which I read an old No. ofMcPhail's Journal 248 in which
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there is a bitter sarcasm on the U.P.C's. decision in regard to the "ReadingofSermons".249
It was a capital subject for their enemies making a fool of them for. But there is some things
in it very stupid. John and I were emptying the bookcase preparatory to getting a new one.
A most disagreeable work. We have about 300 Volumes, I think, which isn't such a bad
Library. Miss Easton is still keeping better, yet still unable to speak. She can only say
"Yes" or "No".

17 Friday
It is a very fine day this. Much warmer than it has been for a long time. It has been much
closer than ever indeed almost oppressive. At School as usual. We have commenced marking the Numbers 250 to-day which will decide the Prizes, 26 are given. My Numbers for
yesterday and to-day are Two and One. Reading Chuzzlewit I can discern a similarity
between Martin, junior, and John Westlock. One can't help pitying poor "Merry" and her
unhappy marriage with Jonas. Nadgett is a mysterious character. Met Jacobina Davidson
and little Tom at tea in Aunt Boyd's to-night. Uncle is at Maxpoffle to-day. We spent an
hour very pleasantly after which I went down to our Society Meeting. It was the Quarterly.
It was characterized by a great deal of bullying on the part of the Members and a great deal of
ill nature on the part of the President as was evinced by his writing a resignation on the spot.

18 Saturday
This is another fine day. It is very warm while an occasional shower makes it very refreshing.
I was at School till½ past 10 o'Clock. Our poetry for to-day was another Extract from Watts,
on True Riches. He has a remarkable talent for Rhym and in no instance does he sacrifice
Sense to it which is tob often the case. I was sent home quicker than I had gone by a heavy
shower but it soon went off. After learning my Lessons I read to-day's Newspapers. It
appears from them that Holyrood is being thoroughly repaired for the reception of the
Royal Family in Autumn. I hope they'll come before we go to the country as I certainly
wouldn't like to miss a sight of them. I see also that Pearson who murdered Dr Wilson and
his mother at Juniper Green, is judged to be insane and has been sent to Perth Penitentiary. 2s1
Mother is away seeing Miss Easton, she was no better yesterday but we haven't got word
to-day yet. Mother has returned and tells us that Miss Easton is keeping better. John and I
went to Miss Allan's to tea. She has removed to Portobello so that we had to go there. We
went by the Omnibus which had all the disagreeable characteristics of that mode of conveyance, to wit, fidgetty fellow passengers, with very large bundles and very small children
and rough roads which which are quite sufficient to shake you out of your propriety. Miss
Allan's, 26 Brighton Place, is a most complete house for her. All the concentrated genius of
John Davidson, Peters, and Bryden was brought to bear on her house and a fine job they
have made of it- every one of them. After being hospitably entertained, as we always are,
we returned at 7 o'Clock. Mr Easton of Overhall and Mr. Easton ofTodrig with the "York
Place friends" had been here at tea. The first two were seeing Miss Easton. It is a fine night.

19 Sunday

!t has been a fine day with the exception of a very heavy shower at 2 o'Clock. So warm,
mdeed, that I had myP.Coat off, for the first time ingoing out, this year. We went as usual
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to Portsburgh where Mr. Robertson delivered his First Lecture on the History of Abraham
as he is introduced in Genesis 12th. Chap. 1st. to 4th. Ver. inclusive. He remarked that
Abraham was called just in the Middle Period between the Fall and the Messiah. He further
remarked that there were Three Aspects of his Character to which he would specially allude.
I. That he was the Progenitor or Founder of the Family from which sprang the Messiah.
II. That he is the Repository of the Promises. III. That he is emphatically the Type of the
Believer. It was a very fine Lecture. At Free St. Stephen's in the afternoon. Mr. Gillies
preached from 1st. John. 2nd. C. 29th: V. (last clause). I. The Great Blessing Regeneration
is to us. II. The Consequences and Results of Regeneration. It was a good, practical Sermon.

20 Monday
This has been what Thermometers would call "Changeable" weather, during the last week
indeed but more especially to-day. In the morning it was quite fair and very warm; but at
11 o'Clock it came on a very heavy shower and continued till 12. It then cleared but afterwards it was very cold and the wind raw. At School however all day. In the afternoon
learned my Lessons. After which I recreated my mind by a little of "Martin Chuzzlewit." I
heard to-day that the Queen and Family are to be here in August and that the Field Marshal,
Prince Albert, is to review the Troops here then. Mr. William Cowan from Newcastle called
to-night. Mary Davidson drank tea with us. Walter also called in the evening. He was
speaking of the Assembly about to meet. We are to have the Rev. Duncan Muggregor A.M.
of Stornoway252 to stay with us during its sittings.
21 Tuesday
It has been a fine day, warm and although threatening rain all day never carried the threat
into execution. I was as usual at School. In the afternoon learned my lessons. After which I
was reading "Household Words". There is an instructive description of the Ships which
are sent out after Sir John Franklin. 253 "A Sample of the Old School" 254 is clever as well as
true. I most decidedly with "the old boy" agree in thinking that knowledge acquired under
the fear of "the birch rod" ought to be banished from the land. It is quite the case that when
!! is in vogue knowledge is never pursued from a love to it. And those petulant dominies
never hold it up in an attractive form. Mr. W. Cowan was here at tea along with Aunt Jane
and, for the first time since her illness, Margaret, also the "York Pl. friends" and Miss
Balmain. Had a fine walk in the evening. Fine night.
22 Wednesday
This has been a fine day. Still very warm although the air is cold, and it is fair. At School as
usual. In the afternoon I learned my Lessons. Mother went over with Aunt Jane to see
Miss Easton. She has just returned and says she is improving considerably, as she is now
able to walk from room to room and can articulate a little. In the evening I read the "Sunken
Rock", one of "Chamber's Papers for the people. " 255 It is very well written but rather longwinded. Mother has been buying an Indian Plaid to-night for £6. 6 S. Miss Allan came here
to stay with us over night. The Meeting, held to-day, I hear has been very interesting. It
was for the suppression of Drunkeness. The Commissioner in the Chair. Father is up at
Portsburgh at a Meeting to elect Elders.
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23 Thursday
As this day was appointed to celebrate the Queen's Birthday it was of course a Holiday.
John and I went out to get a walk at 11 o'Clock, as well as to see the Commissioner. His
usual "walk" 256 was cut very short as (from the repairs which are being made on Holyrood,
his usual residence) he was obliged to proceed from the County Hall, which isn't above 100
Yards from St. Gilles' at which he attends Divine Worship. After visiting the Castle we
went into the Church and heard the Revd. Mr. Simpson257 ofKirknewton, the Ex-Moderator.
He had a capital Sermon. The "Residuaries"258 aren't so bad after all. We had a fine sight
of Lord Belhaven, 259 the Commissioner. Miss Allan dined with us. There had been a severe
thunderstorm this afternoon. I observed three flashes oflightning. Walter Davidson drank
tea with us. We had a walk in the evening. Called atMrsAitchison's. Miss Janet Lang from
Dumbarton is staying with them. It is a bad, foggy night.
24 Friday
This has been a delightful day and exceedingly warm. At School to-day till 11 o'Clock
when we got a half Holiday in order to see the Mock Battle 260 on Arthur Seat. After coming
home to get John with me, we set off at about½ past 12. We were rather late but we saw a
good deal of it. The 93rd. Highlanders and the Light Armed Cavalry were shooting a great
deal. The former are a fine set of men, and there Music was quite electrifying. The Cavalry
look very well too and have a fine opportunity of "showing off' before the Ladies. Miss
Jacobina Davidson called. John and I took a walk in the evening. We called on James Tod.
He seems to be very busy. We then went down to the Society where a Debate on "Is
Patriotism a Virtue?" was carried on. Much nonsense was said in connection with it. The
night is getting rather cold.
25 Saturday
I didn't go to School to-day as it is so~ wet or to use a more elegant(?) phrase, a "fine
day for the ducks." Indeed I think this is the "softest" day we have had this year and, as we
have been so much accustomed to dry weather we don't take well with it at all. I have no
doubt, however, that it will prove very beneficial to the Country. To Latinize, Pluvia est
utilis, post serenas dies multas. I see in to-days Newspaper a Report of the Meeting for the
suppression of Drunkenness. I think the Object is laudable and the Principles on which the
Society is founded much better than those of Teetotalism. We haverecieved"Household
Words" for this week. I have only read a Sketch of William Wordsworth. 261 It is very
interesting and also very well written. I was revising my lessons for Monday, so that I hadn't
so much time to spare. We went at½ past 5 to Aunt Jane's to tea. I haven't been there fora
long time before, on account of Margaret's delicate health, for which reason, she has also
been prohibited from coming out to drink tea. But I am happy to have to record the fact
that to all appearances she seems quite recruited again. We met there Uncle and Aunt Eben.
I am sorry to see Aunt Eben looking so ill. We were talking of the ground which Uncle Eben
has recently bought. The way he buys it is by paying Feu-duty 262 to the amount of £20. per
annum. I don't like the plan at all. As the payment of it will "stick like a bur" on all future
descendants of his. Called on Christopher Aitchison. The Rev. D. Magregor has at length
arrived. As yet be isn't a promising subject.
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26 Sunday
After raining yesterday for more than twelve hours without 5 minutes interval it has at length
faired, We were as usual at Portsburgh. Mr Robertson's Lecture in Genesis was on the
same verses as last Sabbath. Indeed it has been rather a Dissertation than Lectures. He
noticed in connection with Abraham I. The Call given. 1st. The Caller. 2nd. The Called.
3rd. the Nature of the Call. II. The Promise vouchsafed. 1st. It implies he was to become
the Founder of a Great Nation. 2nd. That he was to be the Father of a numerous Spiritual
Seed. 3rd. That he was also to be the Object of very Special Divine regard. III. The
Obedience rendered. In the afternoon at Tanfield Hall. Dr. Henderson 263 of Glasgow
preached from I.Peter V.10. In the evening we went to Queen St. Hall where Mr. Magregor
preached a superior Sermon from Isaiah VII. 13 (last Clause).
27 Monday
It was a fine, fair morning when I went to School and continued so till 11 o'Clock when it
commenced a perfect "thunder plump" so that I was completely drenched; more so indeed
than, perhaps, I have ever been all my life. As it was quite impossible to sit in School two
hours in such a state I just came home, changed my Clothes, and made myself at home. I
was reading "Household Words" No. 9. "The Sickness of the People of Bleaburn" 264 is
clever, original and interesting. In the afternoon I went up to the High School for my Books
(which I had left there at 11.) It was remarkably hot, and quite fair. I learned my Lessons
which were easy. In the evening met John at Mr. Graham's. We had a walk. Itis very warm
even at 10 o'Clock. We called at Aunt Eben's. She and the rest are going to Dalkieth
to-morrow. Also called on Margaret, who is quite healthy like. Mr. Magregor is much
improved. Talks away and is perfectly "at home".
28 Tuesday
This is a splendid day, it is so warm and balmy. At School as usual. Dr. Boyd was telling us
in connection with the phrase, "Dido condidit Carthaginem," of a sharp witted fellow,
who bet that he would make a rhyming couplet to any words or sounds which his companion
chose to repeat. His friend gave him "di, do, dum," to which he wittily replied,
"When Dido found Aeneas wouldn't come,
She wept in silence and was Di .- do dumb. "26 4 •
Mr. Magregor was here at dinner. He is fully reserved. I learned my lessons in the afternoon.
It is still very hot. At ½7 to-night theThermometerwas78° in the sun. We had a walk after
tea. I was much pleased with the humour as well as with the truth of "Con McNale" 265 in
"Household Words". Aunt Eben is off to Dalkieth.
-29 Wednesday
Another very warm day which makes it very fatiguing. At School as usual. In the afternoon
I learned my lessons. Mary Davidson came to tea and was joined by Miss Magregor, who
wished to see her brother. She has a much more lively disposition than Mr Magregor. She
missed him. We went up to see 53 Frederick Street, the house father bought. I have never
seen it till to-day. It is a very nice house; 2 Public Rooms, 4 Bedrooms and a Kitchen. It is
being repaired for the Tenant who is coming in to it. There are 6 Windows to the front and
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the First Flat. I quite accidentally met Cockburn who kept me about a couple of hours
talking a great deal of "balderdash" about Christianity. Met Mrs. Spence at York Place. It
is still very warm.

30 Thursday
Still a splendid day; so much so indeed that at½ past 8 this morning the Thermometer, in
the Shade stood at 64° or 4° above "Summer Heat". It is very fatiguing to walk through the
day especially from 3 to 5 o'Clock, so that I employ that time in learning my Lessons; after
which Tea soon intercepts my mortal operations. Walter Davidson formed one of our
number, and, as he was the one who recommended Mr. Magregger, he was a little sorry to
hear of his eccentricities as well as his not very agreeable manner. We had a walk with
Christopher Aitchison up by the Castle. We, then, called in at his house where Misses
Aitchison, Lang and Kerr played some beautiful Tunes. We were looking over a Catalogue
of Books and thinking of buying a few. Mother says, Miss Easton is much better.
31 Friday
Although a fine day yet it was colder in the morning as well as the evening, than it has been
for several days. At School as usual. I got "Brougham's 266 Statesmen" out of the High
School Library to-day. Brougham is a very elegant writer, but, of course, I haven't read
this Book yet. We received from the Revd. Alex. Salmon, 267 Sydney, a copy ofa Periodical
published their, - "The Voice in the Wilderness." There is an article of his in it. There is
hard~y _a greater_pleasure than being remembered in a foreign land with gratitude. Apropos !
of mm1sters I wish we saw a spark of gratitude in our present guest. We recieved "Household Words" to-day as usual. Mrs. Balmain, a very superior lady was here at tea with the
Misses Magreggor for the same purpose as before, and failed. We went to Society Meeting
and heard an Essay on Friendship. Called on Aunt Jane.
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1 Saturday
This has been a splendid day again. Indeed this whole week has been the same sort of
weather. At School as usual till 11 o'Clock. Our Poetry was a beautiful Extract from
Young's268 "Night Thoughts". His style is very pithy. In speaking of Procrastination he says,
"If not so frequent would not this be strange?
That 'tis so frequent, this is stranger still."
I then went along to Dowell's Saleroom 269 where Father bought some Works to which I
referred on Thursday. They were, Gibbon's "Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire"
along with his Miscellaneous Works, making 22 Vols. price £4-6.S. Hannah More's Works,
6 Vols. 8/- Josephus' Works 4 Vols. 11/6. They are all bound handsomely, especially
"Gibbon" which is bound in whole Calf. They were all cheap, particularly Hannah More's210
Works which are in beautiful order. I came home afterwards and learned my Lessons. The
Newspaper of To-day states the happy News that the Motion for the Closing of the Post
Office 271 has been carried. John and I had a walk in the afternoon. We heard that Mrs.
Dickson, Montgomery Street, had died on Thursday. She was a very old lady, I believe she
was 94. She has seen her great-grandchildren. We went up to tea to Aunt Boyd's where we
met the Rev. Mr. Spence 272 and lady and several others. He is an agreeable man. We had
another walk in the evening but it got very chilly so we were glad to get home where Mr.
Macgreggor was waiting us. He is much run after to preach and is rather anxious about
having to.preach to-morrow in Dr. Begg's. 273 There can be no doubt he is a superior man.
2 Sunday
This is a very warm day. The Thermometer this morning at 9 o'Clock was at 69°. The sun
has been much obscured through the day but the air is fatiguingly warm. We were as usual
at Portsburgh where Mr. Robertson delivered his 4th. Lecture on Abraham. He remarked
that the word translated "plains" of Moreh in Ver. 6 (of Genesis XII.) will bear another
translation viz. Oak, and as there are no plains in Moreh, Oak would be much better, and
as an Oak is mentioned in the same place in Joshua XXIV. 26. Genesis XXXV. 4. there
can be no doubt this is the meaning. He was very practical. At Free St. Stephen's in the
afternoon. Mr. Macdonald ofBlairgowrie 274 preached from Hebrews 11.10. He remarked
I. God's gracious design. II. The means used. M. Monod preached there in the evening
from Galations 11.20. A good Sermon.
3 Monday
It is another very warm day. It is very exhausting and tiresome and not only so "in" the sun
but it is equally so in the shade. The Wind is almost due West which accounts for the heat, I
should think. At School as usual. Aunt Jane and Margaret called. I learned my Lessons.
We went in the evening to Queen St. Hall, to a Meeting for the Support of the Presbyterian
Church in England. It was crowded to excess. Sir James Forrest 275 in the Chair. He does
not make a good Chairman although he is popular as such. He has a trick of barking out the
Speakers' names so that nobody hears who is to address them. By this trick of his I couldn't
learn the Names of some of the Speakers. Dr. Hamilton276 of London spoke. The Speech
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itse~f was good and characteristic but his delivery doesn't set it off. He was very much
excited. None of the others were remarkable for Eloquence, rather interesting.

4 Tuesday
Still exhaustingly hot, everybody seems fatigued and I have no doubt they are, at all events
I am so much so that I have always in coming home to wash my hands and face. Truly,
"Venit torrida Aestas". 277 At School as usual. I learned my Lessons in the afternoon.
Walter Davidson came to tea as he was going back to the Free Church Assembly. Mr.
Macgregor is still with us but almost never dines with us. I was reading a little of "Martin
Chuzzlewit". It increases in interest. I was also perusing "Household Words". The Article
on Greenwich 278 gives a great deal of very useful information. John and I went to see Miss
Easton for the first time since her illness. There is a great difference apparent since we saw
her last. She can speak very little and her attempts to do so are painful to those who see her.
5 Wednesday
It has been oppressively hot, to-day again but I have been much cooler than for a day or two
as I had a very refreshing Bath in the morning. I think when we have such a luxury in the
house we ought to take the Advantage of it oftener. I see I have had one this year before, to
wit, the 26st. of April. At School as usual. I learned my Lessons after dinner. I was also
reading the "Banffshire Journal", which has been sent us, an Account of Lady Jane Taylor's
funeral being in it, which "our people" 279 conducted. It states that the Coffin was made of
. Black Oak an egregious mistake. "Household Words" has clever "Adventures in Skitzerland. " 280 Aunt Boyd, Mrs. Aitchison and Aunt Jane were calling on us. John and I had a
fine walk with Charles Aitchison in Queen St. Gardens. Still a warm night.
6 Thursday
I had another Plunge Bath this morning. It keeps me cool all day. It is still very warm and
exhausting. I forgot to say that Mr. Macgregor went away yesterday but it is just a proof
that his abscence occasions, I may safely say, no blank. Oh! I hope I may ever be permitted
to enjoy the inestimable privelege of feeling Gratitude! May the "holy flame"281 of Love
towards man "for ever burn" in my bosom. Aint I poetical? At School as usual and of
course learned my Lessons. John Davidson came to tea. He went with us to show us his
New Shop, 46 George St. It will be a capital Shop. John has a great deal of taste which leads
him, I think, to extravagance. Witness, his Letter Book. He forgets the Motto, "V~ctigal
magnum est parsimonia. 282 It is colder to-night.
7 Friday
I didn't take a Bath to-day, as I had the cold. It has been a beautiful day but varied by an
occasional shower which will do a great deal of good. At School as usual. In the afternoon I
was reading "Household Words" The "Sickness &c of the People of Bleaburn"283 has
many striking truths in it. The Poetry of this Number, (No. 10), is very good. The "York
Place" friends and Aunt Davidson were at tea to-night. The former are going to Maxpoffle
on Tuesday first. John has a fine time of it out there. We called on James Tod to get him
down to the Meeting. He came along with us. It was a Debate on Whether Fear of Punish-
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mentor Hope of Reward was the greatest incentive to Action? I presided. It was pretty well
carried on. We left about 10 o'Clock and it was much chillier to-night than usual. The moon
was shining brightly.

8 Saturday
I have had a most delightful Bath this morning. It is a fine day. The Sun very strong. At
School as usual, till 11 o'Clock. Our Poetry was from the same Author on the same subject
as last Saturday's. There was a striking Remark in it on the Reason of Man's Procrastination.
"And why? because he thinks himself immort~
All men think all men mortal but themselves. " 284
It is too true that most of us, in Practice if not in Theory, seem to believe this. I read the
Newspapers on my return home. There is nothing particular in them to-day. The "North
British Advertiser" advertises some Sales of Books. This is a capital way of buying Books
for those who have these prerequisites of "plenty of Money and nothing to do." I then
learned my Lessons after which, Mother, John and I went by the 2 o'Clock Train to
Dalkieth. 285 Aunt Eben and little Robert were waiting for us and so was a dish of Curds
which last was very acceptable to us. We then went out to see the Garden which is an Acre
in length. It is admirably kept and there is plenty of Flowers, Vegetables and Fruit. There
is also a capital Hot House where the Crop of Grapes is strikingly pleasing, of course they
aren't near ready yet as well as the other Fruit. The House is small but merely temporary as
Uncle is intending to build a new one. Altogether it is a fine place but I can't help again
entering my Protest against that way of buying grounds. We had a pleasant ride home at
½ past 7. We took 25 Minutes to come home. Aunt is evidently stronger although still
troubled with her Chest. We called at York Place to tell the news. We saw Aunt Jane and
Margaret there.
9 Sunday
It was scarcely so warm to-day which made it more agreeable. We went, as usual, to Portsburgh in the forenoon. Mr. Mathers, 286 the Librarian of the U.P. Library delivered a
Lecture from Isaiah VI. 1-4. It was very poor, indeed quite below mediocrity, so much so
that father went with us to Free St. Stephens in the afternoon. Sir Andrew Agnew201
preached a fair Sermon, considering his age, from Phillipians II. 12, 13. He considered
I. What is Salvation? II. Its Workings. III. The Means by which a Sinner obtains it. It is
seldom we see a Baronet preaching. His delivery is bad. In the evening father and I went to
Albany St. Chapel 288 where the Rev. Mr. Aveling289 of London preached. He had a very
talented Discourse from Romans V. 20, 21. He had some very striking Observations and
he, as have most English ministers, has a nice, easy style.
JO Monday
It is warm to-day again and consequently fatiguing. At School as usual. In the afternoon I
learned my Lessons. I am rather pleased to see in the "Youths' Magazine" for this month
an Enquiry of mine inserted respecting Colossians 1.20. For certain Reasons I didn't give
my true initials but substituted "H.S.B. ", which stands for High School Boy. It is the first
time, I think, I have appeared "in print", I hope it won't be the last. It is now-a-days more
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remarkable to see a man who hasn't written something than one who has. We went up to
see how the improvements were proceeding in 53 Frederick St. Miss Duncan 290 went with
us. Father is making a fine house of it, papering it anew and putting in new Marbles. We
went to the Irish Meeting in Albany St. Chapel. We had a very nice, talented Speech from
Mr. Aveling and a very droll, ludicrous, humourous and pithy Speech from Mr. Smith 291
of Ireland.

!

11 Tuesday
Still very oppressive weather. At School as usual. I then learned my Lessons after dinner;
after which I read a little of "Household Words", No. 11. The First Article by the "Raven
in the Happy Family" 292 is very severe on the Undertaker which it characterizes as one of
its own species. "Fishing in Canada" 293 is well described as is also Blungles misfortunes at
the expedition. "Black Diamonds of England" 294 is replete with information as is also
"Tea". 295 The Poem 296 in this No. is very pathetic. Father and mother were at York Place
at tea. John and I, after our tea by ourselves, had a walk up the town, and called on John
Davidson who came along a bit with us. He makes a very agreeable companion for a walk.
It is still warm and quite light till, I am sure½ past 9 o'Clock.
12 Wednesday
Went to School this morning in a very heavy rain which continued pouring the most part of
the day. It was very disagreeable of course but it will do a great deal of good to the country.
The "York Place friends" are away to Maxpoffle this morning. It felt queer not to meet
Mary Davidson at 11 as usual. Dr. Boyd was telling ils of a foreign gentleman who was
rather placed in awkward circumstances by the synonimes in our language. Looking for a
word which conveyed the meaning of preserve he found in his Dictionary pickle. He was
asked to pray in Public and he accordingly he composed a Prayer, when he prayed that
"the ministers might be pickled, in their various Spheres. At Mr. Duncan's, 297 1 Heriot
Row, to tea where we saw some fine Tiger Skins and a Lion Skin along with there teeth
claws &c. There were some Specimens of Locusts.

i

I

13 Thursday
It was fair to-day till about 11 o'Clock when it continued every "now and then", all day. At
School as usual. I learned my Lessons in the afternoon. Aunt Jane called to go with mother
to see Mrs. Laidlaw. I was reading "Chuzzlewit." Jonas, I see, will turn out a bad fellow.
Pecksniff is the greatest hypocrite I ever read or heard of and the influence which he exercises over old Chuzzlewit is well described, as is also a very different person, to wit, the
Landlady of the "Dragon!" I have been writing the "Life of Christ", which promises to be
a very long affair, consisting of39 Chapters of which I have only written the First Chapter.
We had a walk up the town where, according to appointment, we met James Tod, and we
had a walk by the Calton Hill. He is a fine companion.

I

14 Friday
It has been a fine day and very little rain. At School as usual. In the afternoon instead of
learning Lessons I read "Household Words". The "Sickness and Health of the People of
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Bleaburn" is keeping up its character for interest. Mr. Kirby is well depicted and so is the
Good Lady. Miss Boywack called. Mother went in the evening (for a walk) to see Miss
Easton. _I _am happy to say she i~ m~ch mo~e improved than was anticipated. She enjoys
good Spmts although her Speakmg 1s very imperfect. She has been kindly asked by Miss
Al~~n to come to Portobello to recruit her health there, and she intends going. I have been
wntmg Chapter II. of the "Life of Christ" to-day. We went to Society but the Essayist
Charles Craik didn't appear, so there was no Essay. It is quite a change to-night-so cold
that I had to put on my Peacoat.

15 Saturday
I~ has been a very fine day although not quite so warm as it has been yet I think this no objec!Ion. I wasn't at Sc~ool to-day as I got a Holiday for writing out "Pascere oves" and carrying
It through all the different parts of the Verb. Dr. Boyd was much pleased with it and especially of the Plan which I did it on. I was reading in the Newspapers of to-day. Sleigh versus
Moxey298 is settled. It is favourable to the latter on the plea that it was a disturbance but it
doesn't affect, in the slightest, the power of the Chairman of a Public Meeting. I think it
was a great mistake of the Lord Provost not putting the Question, Whether Mr. Sleigh
would be permitted to speak or not? to the Meeting which would certainly have put him
down by a large majority and thus all this "Row" would have been dispensed with. Still
much must be excused when the excitement of the scene and his natural, momentary dis~;a~tion of m_ind are taken into consid~ration. I was learning my Lessons and writing my
Life of Chnst, Chapter III. before dmner. In the afternoon we went, in company with
Aunt _Jane, ~~ the Botanical Gardens. They are beautifully kept, and well worthy of an
occasional v1s1t. We also called to get a last look for the present of 53 Frederick St. It is well
painted and will make a very comfortable as well as elegant house. It is let to a Captain for
£50. which is not at all a high rent for such a house. John and I had a walk after tea up the
town. The only effect which the sight of it on Saturday night has on me is to think more of
our own house than ever. Draw an inference.

16 Sunday
It was very wet this forenoon and especially in coming out of Church at 1 o'Clock so that we
had to take refuge in York Place. We were, as usual, at Portsburgh where Mr. Robertson
delivered his 5th. Lecture on Abraham from Genesis XII. 9- 20. He remarked that, like the
patriarch, too many are apt to suppose that Equivocation is not equal to a Falsehood but it
~ on the principle of giving the person a wrong impression by your words. But we must
remember that the temptation was a strong one. Sarah was in point of fact, his Sister, or, at
least, Step-Sister and as he knew that he would be put to death if they knew her to be his
wife and as he was most anxious that God's Promise should be fulfilled he was unwilling to
die. I stayed in in the afternoon and wrote 3 Chapters of Life of Christ. I was also reading
Cheevers "Water of Life". 299 First rate Book. Very philosopical.

17 Monday
It was fair till I I o'Clock when it came on a heavy rain. At School as usual. In the afternoon
I learned my Lesson and then fell to my Essay on the Life of Christ in good earnest so that,
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besides transcribing one Chapter I also composed Chapters VII and VIII. which wasn't so
bad. I was also reading Martin Chuzzlewit to relax my mind. Pecksniffs character is well
sustained. So is Jonas' whose deepness a little overdoes even that of the former. To all
appearance Pecksniffwill be "the biter bit". Miss Margaret Easton called. She was telling
us that Miss Easton is not much better and her weakness in mind was plainly seen in her
unwillingness to go to Portobello, to stay at Miss Allan's, merely because it was a wet day.
Mother went along to see Aunt Jane and I was consequently solus.

18 Tuesday
This has been a splendid day. There was no rain but plenty heat to make up for yesterday's
rain. I was at School till 11 o'Clock when we got a Holiday in commemoration of the Battle
of Waterloo. It was, although a bloody battle, the means of enjoying a Peace for now 35
years and which promises to be as long again as it has been. There was a Mock Battle on
Arthur's Seat. It was much better than the last one 300 and there was far more people than
formerly. It presented a very gay appearance as the day was so fine. I returned home at
2 o'Clock and learned my Lessons; after which I wrote Chapters IX. and X. of the Life of
Christ. Charles Aitchison came down and we had a walk with him and then (strange to say)
with father.

19 Wednesday
This has been another fine, warm day. I was at School as usual. I called in at York Place and
heard a Letter read which has just been recieved from Mrs. Turnbull. She speaks very
touchingly of her husband's death, she is a very fluent writer. There was also one from the
Revd. Mr. Kerr. In the afternoon I learned my Lessons. The Newspapers tell of a very
melancholy accident, the Wreck of the Steamer "Orion" 301 from Liverpool. A great
number of people is lost. Mother was at the Rev. Mr. Robertson's of Newington at tea
where she met the Rev. Dr. Pennington. I have been writing as fast as possible "the Life of
Christ". I have scrolled, previous to writing out which I generally do in the mornings,
Chapters XI.XII.XIII. Uncle John came down to supper at 10 o'Clock. P.M.

20 Thursday
This has been a very fine day with the addition of the balmy West wind. I was at School as
usual. In the afternoon my Lessons occupied the greater part of the time. Dr. Boyd is keeping very hard at it just now as he generally hears all the Lessons on the one day and consequently gives out, all new ones, which he never used to do. The Cannons were firing as it
was the Queen's Accession Anniversary. I have been busy, transcribing my Essay which
promises to turn out very bulky. It is much too large for an Essay, indeed some one of the
Chapters would be almost sufficient. Mrs. Shaw was here at tea together with her daughter,
Euphemia. I had a walk after tea with Charles Aitchison and of course, John too. We went
by the Dean Terrace, where we had a little surmisings on the probable feelings of a drowning man. 302

21 Friday
I was up this morning at 7 o'Clock this morning writing the "Life of Christ". It has been a
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fine day with the exception of one of the heaviest showers I ever saw in my life for about a
¼ of an hour at 4 o'Clock. At School as usual. In the afternoon we recieved "Household
Words" No. 13. The first Article "the Sunday Screw" 303 is much too hard on Lord Ashley
whom he dubs the "Honourable Member for Whited Sepulchres." Father and mother
went down to Miss Allan's, Portobello, to tea. I went up to the Society where there was a
capital Debate on Whether or not Animals possess Reasoning Faculties. I was on the "Ay"
Side, for no one questions the fact of Brutes learning by Experience, therefore they must
have Memory, which they cannot possess without a Mind, which last they cannot have
without Reason.

22 Saturday
I didn't go to School to-day as I have been so hard wrought this week. I seldom, if ever, had
such a busy week as the present, what between a great many Lessons and the "Life of
Christ" , I have had no easy time of it, having written since yesterday week 15 Chapters of
the latter. On the ground then of being "run out", I stayed at home. After a little transcribing in the morning I accompanied John to Portobello as he wanted a Bathe. I didn't bathe
as I had got a Bath this morning in our own house. It was rather a dull day, although it was
warm the Sun didn't "come out strong" which was a want. We then called on Miss Allan
with whom Miss Easton is residing at present. As yet it seems to be doing Miss Easton good,
as she can speak better although still with great difficulty. We returned in the 1.40.Train, in
plenty time to render invisible, "in no time" a very good dinner. After this I stayed in all
afternoon learning my Lessons and also Poetry for Monday. We have been irregular with it
for a while but he wished to give us a Specimen of Goldsmith before the Session closed. So
he gave us an Extract from the "Deserted Village", a capital description of a Village Inn
where
"Where village Statesmen talk'd with looks profound
And News, much older than their Ale, went round."
The Accounts of the loss of life in the "Orion" are very appaling, and especially when the
Wreck resulted from sheer carelessness. John and I had a walk up the town after tea.
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from School to-day. The afternoon I, of course, devoted to my Lessons and to my Life of
Christ XIX Chapters of which are finished. As I have no time to read at home, I have taken
up a No. of Chuzzlewit up to York Place all the friends being at the country, and there I read
it between 11 and 12 o'Clock. Jonas Chuzzlewit is a bad fellow and one can't help being
sorry for Merry his wife who little thought of the individual she was about to marry. J acobina
Davidson called. Mother was at Mrs. Balmain's, Lieth, at Tea. John and I had a walk till
past 9, and even then I could hardly repress the sweat from bursting out on me.

25 Tuesday
This has been an improvement on yesterday's weather, being equally warm but with the
Addition of a fine fresh breaze. At School as usual. I learned my Lessons in the afternoon
and found a little time for writing my "Life of Christ". It is much too long for one Essay. In
York Place at 11 o'clock I was again reading "Martin Chuzzlewit". I have now come to the
Guilty Deed of which I had frequently suspected, but how he gets on or whether or not he
will get into his locked-up bedroom on his return I can't tell yet and as little can I guess. I
was calling on of my School-fellows, George Thomson, 304 14 York Place. I then went to
Mrs. Aitchison to tea where we met an old friend of ours Robert Thomson. He is a fine
fellow.

26 Wednesday
Another fine day this with the same advantage as yesterday, viz., a cool, refreshing breeze.
At School as usual. I was reading "Martin Chuzzlewit" at 11 o'Clock in York Place. Jonas,
the murderer, has got into his locked up bed-room, to all appearances unsuspected unless
Nadgett has been dogging his footsteps. Still we see his guilty conscience starting at every
knock at the door. Oh! conscience must be an awful suffering, when clogged with guilt. In
the afternoon I learned my Lessons and wrote my-"Life of Christ". Hard work. John
Davidson came down to tea. I and mother had a walk by the Dean Bridge. It is an unenviable place, Stockbridge and its vicinity. Uncle John, having returned from Maxpoffle,
came down to supper. Aunt Boyd had taken very unwell there.

23 Sunday

27 Thursday

This has been a splendid day, and one of the warmest. It was very fatiguing in church all day
but more especially in the afternoon. We were, as usual, atPortsburgh in the forenoon. Mr.
R9bertson 's 6st. Lecture on Abraham was in Genesis XIII. He remarked that Abraham was
much richer when he left Egypt than when he came to it but he did not forget to return to
Bethel to try, if possible, to see God there again. The manner in which the Patriarch settled
the strife between him and Lot exhibits his Grace - Dignity - Aimiability, which we should
always keep in mind when we are likely to quarrel. At St. Stephen's in the afternoon. Mr.
Gillies preached from Psalm XLVIII. 9. I. The Lovingkindness of God. II. Meditation on it.
III. In the house of God.

This has been a first-rate day with plenty of Sun and a good supply of air to counteract the
influence of the latter. At School as usual. I was reading "Martin Chuzzlewit" as usual, at 11.
I have now left Jonas with his guilty conscience and am now in the company, mentally at
least, of Tom, Pinch, Mark Tapely, and Young Martin, whose society is much more congenial, even in a Novel, than that of Jonas'. I was very much tickled at School to-day and
could hardly proceed with my Latin Sentence. It was, "Parturiunt montes, nascetur ridiculus mus. " 305 The "ridiculous mouse" looked so absurd. I learned my Lessons in the afternoon and had a walk with mother up the town after tea. I have been writing Chapters XXIII,
XXIV. XXV. It is rather hard work but it won't last long, that's a comfort.

24 Monday

28 Friday

This is a very warm day and still very fatiguing I am glad to get into the house at 2 o'Clock
when I generally put on slippers and make myself quite at home. I did that after returning

Another fine day this again, warm and mild. Father and mother went away this morning by
the 8 o'Clock Train to Melrose, where they intended to look for lodgings for us during the

56

A SCHOOLBOY'S DIARY FOR

1850

months of August and September. They had a very nice house "in their eye" viz. Drummond
Cottage 306 but whether or not they will get it I can't say. They then intend to go up to
Maxpoffle and stay there overnight and see all the friends in that quarter. I went to School
as usual however. There was a Review in the "Queen's Park" but it wasn't much worth.
We didn't get a Holiday which was to say the least of it shabby. Lord Gough307 was expected
but didn't appear so they got the "battle" over very quickly. Cannons were firing as it was
the Coronation. We had a long walk in the evening.•••••

29 Saturday
Another fine day again. Very warm. At School as usual till 11 o'Clock. There were no lessons
to-day as it was a competition for Recitation. There were twelve Candidates out of which
number we were required to give our vote for those we considered the four best. William
Thomson who recited in the Queen Street Hall on 1st. May had a large majority, being 24
above the next best. He recited the same piece that he did previously, Lochiel. 308 The
competition for the Best One among the four is to take place this day fortnight. I think
thete can be little doubt about Thomson gaining the Prize. I am not sure of the propriety of
deciding by the Votes of the Class as there may be bribery going on, still I thought they
voted very fairly and judiciously. I see by the Newspapers that a cold blooded Scoundrel or
a madmen, which is not certain, has attempted the Life of our Beloved Queen. 309 One
would feel were there nothing about her but her Virtues but when we consider that these
Virtues are possessed by the Sovereign who is daily courted by the Great, as well as by the
Ambitious, we cannot repress the rising indignation at such a diabolical Act while we
congratulate her on her safety and pray with a more sincere and fervent spirit, "God save
the Queen"!". We went in the 12 o'Clock Train to Dalkieth to see Aunt Eben atEsk Bank
Cottage. We had a walk down to the Town. Mother and father arrived there to tea so that
we all came up together, and John Davidson also, in the ½ past 7 Train. They have taken
Drummond Cottage at Melrose as I supposed. Oh! that I were there free from so much
writing.

30 Sunday
This has been another fine day with the exception of an occasional shower which is of great
service in "laying the dust." We were at Portsburgh in the forenoon. Mr. Robertson lectured
from Genesis XIV. It was his 7th. Lecture on Abraham. In speaking of Melchisideck as a
Type of Christ he remarked that both were Kings, both were Righteous- both were Kings
of Peace. When Paul speaks of him being without father or mother He supposes him to
mean without descending from any illustrious family, just as we say such a one is of no family
that is of obscure parentage. Christ was also of no Levitical family, He was "of the order of
Melchesidick". At Mr. Gillies' in the afternoon, he preached from Psalm CXLVII. 11.
I. Who is spoken of in the Text? II. How the Lord feels toward them.
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JULY

1 Monday
A capital day this. Warm although a little showery in the afternoon. It isn't a bad day at all
to usher in the other half of the year. How quickly time does roll on! That Remark has
become so hackneyed that the person who makes it, is generally supposed to be "hard up"
for a Remark. It is nevertheless awfully true. At School as usual. Learned my Lessons
before tea and transcribed my Essay. It is an endless work is my Essay! The U.P. Record 310
for this Month gives a Short Account of the Revd. WalterTurnbulls Life. It is minute and
in some cases imprudent, which just proves to me what I have long thought not to believe
everything one reads in Biographies. The extracts from Mrs. Turnbull's Journal are
exceedingly well written. She is a very superior Lady. Mother was at Portobello at tea.
Miss Easton is keeping better. We had a walk up the town.

2 Tuesday
This has been another fine day. Still Warm. At School as usual. In the afternoon I learned
my lessons and then wrote a part of my "Life of Christ". It is an arduous work. I have done
Chapters XXIX and XXX. I see that to-day and yesterday there has been a "Strike" among
the Coach-hirers because of the New Act311 which obliges them to drive to any part of the
City within the Royalty for One Shilling. Not one Coach appears on the Stances while they
wont come out without a high price. It is rather hard on them although I think there will be
few who will go the whole length and breadth of the City while there will be many just going
a short way. I had a walk in the evening as I can't sit all day writing without getting fresh air.

3 Wednesday
Another fine day but remarkably blowy when you can't be sure, for a moment of your hat
remaining on its proper place. I was up in the morning to write my "Life of Christ". I then
heard of the melancholy news of the Death of Sir Robert Peel. 312 It was very sudden. He
had fallen from his horse on Saturday night and was dead last night at 11 o'Clock. He is a
great public loss. He was perhaps the greatest man living. The anxiety, evinced by all classes
of people, from the Sovereign to the Peasant to read the Bulletin of his health, proves how
much he had been esteemed. At School as usual I learned my lessons in the afternoon,
after which I wrote Chapters XXXI. XXXII of my Essay. Helen Davidson was here at tea.
Had a walk afterwards.

4 Thursday
This has been a fine day but about 1 o'Clock while in School there was "an even down pour"
in the most literal sense of the phrase. Just something like an extensive Shower Bath and it
struck me as being a Satire on the "innocent" water carts which had just preceeded the
aforesaid Shower. It is a firstrate "quencher" to all Ladies who like to see and be seen. It
put me in mind of the urchin who being asked if it always rained in Glasgow? replied, "No,
it sometimes poors." I learned my Lessons in the afternoon. Mother, I am sorry to say,
took a shivering last night which was succeeded by a burning fever. She lay in bed till
2 o'Clock to-day. She is keeping better. Miss Allan and Aunt Davidson were at tea. We
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called at John Davidson's Shop. It is a most complete business place. By the By Aunt Eben
and Robert called in the afternoon.

5 Friday
This is another fine day. Warm. Sun strong. At School as usual. Aunt Eben went out again
to Esk Bank Cottage. It is a strange thing that our family are the only Boyds of our connection in town just now. They are all at the Country. It used to be vice versa but ageamus
gratias Deo 312 ' it is not on account of my health that we require to go to the country at all.
Still I wish we were off too. 21 days! and my time will have expired. In the afternoon John
Davidson called. I had a walk in the evening but I couldn't go to the Meeting to-night as I
am still busy at my Essay. I am writing Chapters XXXIII and XXXIV. Hard work! But
"Hope the Charmer lingers still behind. " 313 Mother and father were at Mr. Fletcher's at
tea to-night.
6 Saturday
I didn't go to School to-day as I am so tired with writing all the week. To-day's Poetry which
I expect will be the last Extract314 this Session was from Goldsmith, a Continuation of this
day fortnight's Poetry about the Village Inn. He is a quaint, truthful writer, for instance,
while enumerating the people who used to frequent the Inn, he says,
"No more the farmer's news, the barber's tale,
No more the woodman 's ballad shall prevail,
No more the smith, his dusky brow shall clear,
Relax his pond'rous strength and lean to hear."
Although I wasn't at School on account of my extra exertions during the week yet I was by
no means idle. Far from it. I have transcribed Chapters XXXIII and XXXIV (exactly Six
Pages between them) and composed Chapter XXXV. No Joke I can certify. I have also
been reading further accounts of Sir Robert Peel's Death. It is perhaps the most sudden
death which has ever befallen such a great character. He is dead! one can scarce comprehend
it. Even the most listless is made to "pause and ponder" over the fact. He is dead! The
British Parliament now ceases to resound with his bursts of Eloquence and re-echo with his
earnest, urgent Appeals. He is dead! But his name is still a much-loved "household word",
it will still raise in the hearts of every patriotic subject a glow of affection and kindle in his
bosom a pure flame of devotion. Got a walk in the afternoon. Learned my Lesson.
"Writing, writing, writing is "the burden ofmy Song. " 315
7 Sunday
This has been a fine day, with a delightfully refreshing rain now and then. Mother being not
yet better stayed at home all day. The rest of us were at Portsburgh where Mr. Robertson
delivered his 8th. Lecture on Abraham from Genesis XIV. 17 to end XV. 1-4. It was very
interesting, instructive and practical. He highly commended noble manner in which
Abraham refused the semblence of generosity in the King of Sodom when he offered him
the goods which were distinctly Abraham's by right, but even these he refused lest Melckesidick should say. "I have made Abram rich." I stayed in in the afternoon and wrote Chapters
XXXVI and XXXVII. of the Life of Christ. We went in the evening to Queen St. Hall. Mr.
Robertson preached a capital Sermon from II. Peter III.10. Prayer very fine.
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8 Monday
This is a first rate day again. I was up this morning at 7, writing my Life of Christ, principally
transcribing. At School as usual. Dr. Boyd was telling us that the High School Club 316 have
given two prizes of 6 Guineas and Two Guineas respectively. The First can only be
competed for by the Rector's Class as it is for the best Classical scholar, the Second is for
the best in One or all of the following branches, Arithmetic, Mathematics, Algebra, Bookkeeping, French and German. As I am at none of these classes I can't compete. Learned
my Lessons in the afternoon and transcribed Chapter XXXVII and composed Chapter
XXXVIII. I had a walk in the evening with John. We called at James Tod's. Misses Allan
and Margt. Easton called to-night. Miss Easton is keeping better.
9 Tuesday
I was up this morning again, transcribing Chapter XXXVIII of my Life of Christ. It is hard
work but it will soon be over. At School as usual. There is nothing new now-all Revisals to
prepare for the Examination. In the afternoon I wrote Chapter the Last of my Essay. It is
not yet transcribed however but the better half is over. Of which I am very glad. Uncle John
has returned from Maxpoffle where he generally spends half the week. He has bought a
fine handsome horse (Value 35 Guineas) It is much required out in that part of the country.
John wrote to Walter B. Latta an old companion of ours with whom we had a "paper war"
about2 years ago. We are anxious about how he will receive it. Had a walk via Ferrguson's. 317
10 Wednesday
Up in the morning as usual transcribing. At School as usual. I was reading Martin Chuzzlewit
in York Place at 11. I have at last come to Jonas death, the heartless murderer was at last
discovered, the net which he himself wove at length surrounded him. Crime was brought to
light. Truth triumphed! Revised my Lessons after dinner. Wrote and transcribed my last
Chapter of the Life of Christ. It has taken me altogether 28 days. 39 Chapters in that time
isn't so bad. Although I'm glad that it is over yet I can't say I dislike a little hard work of
that sort at a time. Uncle John and the Cumberland St. friends were at tea. I went up for
the first time to Portsburgh Prayer Meeting. I liked Mr. Robertson very much. He addressed
us shortly from John XIV 2nd and 5th.
11 Thursday
I got a sleep this morning for the first time for a good while. I had much need of it, I'm sure.
At School as usual. It has been a very warm day this. It is very remarkable as the sun hardly
ever showed face during the whole day. I learned my Lessons in the afternoon. Miss Allan
called. I went up to the roof which was being repaired. It is very high and although I have a
pretty good "head" and am not giddy yet I can't go near the edge as the masons were doing.
Christopher Aitchison came down and we had a walk on the Calton Hill. Fine air. Fine
view there. What a fine sight "Modern Athens" 318 is, whether we look along the Gay Vista
of Princes Street or the Ancient Palace, Buildings, Churches &c. &c. Came in about 9.
12 Friday
This has been a day possessing the same peculiar property as yesterday, to wit, very warm
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without the appearance of the sun. The air is very warm. At School as usual. I learned my
Lessons for Monday this afternoon. John and I had a walk till 8 o'Clock when we went to
the Society Meeting where Mr. Lauder (parvus homo) delivered an Essay on History. His
style was remarkably good, lucid, clear, fluent. Some of his remarks I didn't agree with and
he spoke rather disparagingly of Ancient History. Christopher and Charles Aitchison had
a pleasant walk with us. I accompanied Charles most. We spoke of the probable truth of
Phrenology and its necessary belief in Materialism. I like a "crack" with Charles; he is a
very agreeable companion.
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closed and decided to-day which we commenced on May 15th. I am Dux the State of the
Poll was this1, myself 88½ William Thomson 190. Majority 102. Thomson was my nearest so that there
was a distinct precedency in mine. Now, I wish the Examination was over and I were released
from my labours (?). I had no Lessons to prepare so I was reading a little of "Household
Words." I wrote a Letter to Mary Davidson at Maxpoffle. I don't like writing Letters at all,
but I had promised one to Mary. Father, mother and I had a walk after 8 o'Clock by
Warriston. It is a very balmy air to-night.

13 Saturday

16 Tuesday

I had a first rate Bath this morning. I patronize the plunge System too little. It is a great
advantage. At School as usual till 11 o'Clock. This finally decided the Recitation Prize.
Thomson the Hero of Queen St. Hall gained it by a majority of 43. He was _decidedly the
Best although he is very stiff with his hands; which looks like as if he were evidently studying
to do it well. John and I, missing the Train, had a capital ride outside the Omnibus to Portobello. There was a Cheap Trip from Glasgow so we had the company of several West Country
"folk". They are a fine, free set much more so than we are. John had a bathe when we
arrived at Portobello. We dined at Miss Allan's in company with James Fraser a fellow
whom we occasionally meet in with. There is a great change on him. He is far too bashful
which makes him rather a disagreeable companion now. He has got a situation in a Bank in
Glasgow. His father is the MinisterofNile St. Chapel. 319 John and I had a walk after dinner
along the Beech. Being full tide the people had a very narrow Promenade but it was densely
crowded-the sun was beaming on you while you had no shelter-the Sand sunk below you
at every step and altogether we left thoroughly convinced of the disagreeableness of what
we used to think, in our blessed (?) ignorance of other places, the finest place imaginable.
Mother came down to tea and we came home in the 9 o'Clock Train. Before it came up and
while it was being filled the screaming of affected ladies - the roaring of the Gaurds - the
squalling of children were fierce!!!

Another very hot day. The air is exceedingly oppressive. At School as usual. It is all revisal
just now with the exception of Pages 27, 28, 29, of the Grammatical Exercises which I find
rather difficult. I was reading Martin Chuzzlewit between 11 and 12. I am highly delighted
with the Reward which Mr. Pecksniff meets with from his "venerable friend." Much struck
with the end of poor Jonas. Oh! what a weight such a conscience as his must be! Quite
pleased with the simple love making between Ruth and John Westlock. Not less sincere
because of its simplicity. I like Dickens' writings because of their truthfulness to Nature.
Perhaps this is where in "his great strength lies". Miss Gardner, 322 Frederick St. was here
at tea. After this I had a walk. N.B. Got my hair cut to-night, at More's. 323

14 Sunday
This has been another oppressively hot day. It is particularly fatiguing in Church so that
one can hardly help indulging in a "nap" in the afternoon. We were as usual at Portsburgh
in the forenoon. Mr. Robertson delivered the 9th. Lecture of his usual Course. He considered that part of Abraham's Life which is related in Genesis XV. He remarked that
much difficulty was felt in accounting for the Apostle Paul's reason for citing Ver. 6st. to
prove Justification by Faith Romans IV 3. He thought that Paul merely meant to make
clearer and simpler Faith without Works. In the afternoon at Mr. Gillies'. He preached
from Isaiah XLIII. 5. (1st. Clause). We have just received the happy news that Aunt Eben
has just had a son320 at ½ past 8 to-night. They are both well at present.

15 Monday
Still oppressively warm and very mild. I had another Bath this morning. It refreshes me
and keeps me cooler all the day afterwards. I was at School as usual. The Markings321 were

17 Wednesday
Still warm and close which naturally brought on a Thunder Storm. It wasn't a very severe
one. It was followed by a heavy shower and then the air was purer, cooler and I am sure
more wholesome than it was previously. At School as usual. I called a short time at Douglas
and Watson's324 Examination in Queen St. Hall. The Lord Provost distributed the Prizes.
In the afternoon I read the Newspapers. There is an account of a Meeting with Everett and
Griffith who were expelled from the Wesleyan Body because they wouldn't swear that
they were not the Authors of the "Ay Sheets" 325 although there was no proof that they
were. I had a walk and then called on Mrs. Aitchisons. We went in by Aunt Jane's. She and
Margaret have returned from Maxpoffle. My cousin is much improved being much more
robust.

18 Thursday
This has been another warm, oppressive day, although the sun was clouded all day. At
School as usual. In the afternoon as I was very tired I took a "nap" which rather refreshed
me. After which I went to Mr. Millan's326 the Clothier's to get my measure for a jacket and
vest and then to Smart, 327 the Shoemakers for a pair of Summer shoes. After tea I read a
little of "Household Words". "The Power of Mercy" 328 is a very nicely written Tale - its
simplicity is its greatest recommendation. "The Golden City" 329 an account of California
is very interesting as well as encouraging to some people. It is a remarkable change over the
character of San Francisco, in the short space of four months. I stayed in after tea as it was
such a thick fog which is notoriously detrimental, in the case of throats. Miss Allan called.
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19 Friday

22 Monday

Still warm and very oppressive. At School as usual. I was helping Dr. Boyd with his Report
of the Class, so I was kept till 3 o'Clock. Ifinished "Martin Chuzzlewit". It is a capital story.
All the different forms of Selfishness, as hideous as they are varied, are strikingly brought
out to view, in the Characters of Pecksniff, old Martin, sometimes young Martin, old
Anthony, Jonas and Mr. Montague alias Tigg .. The simplicity of Tom Pinch, the affection
of his sister and the openheartedness of John Westlock are equally well depicted. Augustus,
whom Charity attempted by all her charms to oblige to yield to the matrimonial tye, is
capitally ended to the discomfiture of Cherry. Perhaps the end of the Tale might have been
more satisfactory. Mrs. Balmain and Mr. Irvine were at tea. I had a walk in the evening.

Still very warm. It is evidently in the air as the sun was hid by the Clouds all day. At School
as usual. To-day the Competition for the Scripture Knowledge Prize took place. I got it. I
have also been considered the Best Essayist in the "Life of Christ". I am very fortunate I
think. In the afternoon I was reading an Account in "Household Words" of the Mint,
Bank of England &c in the Article curiously styled, "The Old Lady of Threadneedle
Street. 335 I can't remember of a more remarkable Establishment, that I ever heard of. The
"Modern 'Officer's' Progress" 336 is a severe hit on the Military Discipline and Duties of
the Army now-a-days. I have no doubt many Ensigns may say, mutato nomine, de me
fabula narratur. 337 I had a pleasant walk with John to-night. We called on James Tod, and
came home about 9 o'Clock, very warm.

20 Saturday

23 Tuesday

This has been a fine day, with more of the sun than usual. At School to-day till 11 as usual.
The Competition for the Roman History Prize took place to-day. It was gained by Muir, 330
a fellow who is about 50 in the Class. Dr. Boyd's system is a wrong one. Muir gained it by
being able to answer one question, (the date of the commencement of the First Punic War)
which all the rest of us failed in; it was a mere casuality as he knew, taking the History as a
whole, very little about it. Dr. Boyd might have given out 12 Questions to be answered,
and whoever did them all or most of them to get the Prize. I saw he was rather disappointed.
When I came home I was reading in the Newspapers the Confession of Dr. Webster,33 1
regarding the Murder, for which he is about to be executed. He declared that it was not a
premeditated act but the sudden and rash act of passion. How much need we have to curb
the temper - Ira est brevis insania. 332 We went up to the Meeting of the Society for the
Promotion of the Fine Arts in the Music Hall. There were 128 Prizes. 28 Oil Paintings and
100 Statuettes in Porcelain of Sir Walter Scott, in the same posture as he appears in the Scott
Monument. We weren't lucky enough to get anything. Uncle Eben got a statuette but
vivemus spe. I had a walk in the afternoon with mother. The streets are very crowded in the
afternoon as so many shops close now at 4 o'Clock. A great improvement. Waiting on John
at York Place offered good opportunity for practising Sacred Music on the piano. I like it
much.

21 Sunday
An awfully hot day this has been. We could hardly sit in Church. At Portsburgh to-day. Mr
Middleton, 333 a young minister whose abilities have gained for him the late Mr. Hay's334 of
Kinross Congregation, a very large and influential one, preached a very able Lecture from
Job XIX 25th. to end. He remarked that it was not necessary for a Believer to "know" as
Job did that the Redeemer lived, it was not essentiall "but", said he "should not we, who
are living in the full blaze of Revelation's noonday, be able to say it as well as the Patriarch
who only lived in Revelation's dawn!" A Talented Lecture altogether. His Sermon in the
afternoon was from John XIV. 16th. (middle clause). No adequate English word to give
the idea of the word "Comforter", but it meant that I. The Comforter would be their
Teacher. II. Their Consolation. III. Their Advocate. It displayed throughout great research.

A terribly oppressive day again. It is quite exhausting in School to-day, especially when we
have really so little to do. I had a walk in the afternoon, not for mere pleasure however as I
had to call in at Mr. Millan 's about my clothes. The pavement I think helps to make it much
warmer and so do the houses. Uncle John and my Cousin have come in for a day or two
from Maxpoffle. They intend going out on Friday Morning, again. John says that the
improvements are very great. The Porters Lodge - the Gate - the Portico at the front door
&c. It is much cooler out yonder, at least I think it is the grass which is cooler there, than
than the stones here, while the shade of the trees must be very refreshing. Mrs. Gardiner,
the "Maxpoffolians" and a few friends were at tea. Had a walk.

24 Wednesday
It was very heavy rain all day till the afternoon. I stayed from School till 10 o'Clock on
account of the torrents which fell. At 2 o'Clock we went into the Hall to show us the way, I
suppose. The boys rehearsed their Poetry. Some of them don't do it well, although perfection can't be looked for. It is curious to notice this. There is one who has a capital voice another good articulation - a third excells in gesture, so that all of them would make a
firstrate reciter. I was reading "Household Words" No. 15. The "Serf of Pobereze" 338 is
really a talented Tale. Anielka is a character well drawn. I don't like the end however. It is
fully tragical and romantic for me. I think if the Writer had given it a happy termination,
(which he could easily have done) it would have been better. Misses Balmain and Rae were
at tea. Had a walk.

25 Thursday
A fine dry day, though still very warm. At School till 11 o'Clock. The Examination of the
Subsidiary Classes took place after that but as I am at none of them I came home. John and
I then had a walk and called in at John Davidson's Shop. He has completed his repairs and
it is a very capital s~op; it only requires lots of customers, to make it complete. In the afternoon I had a "nap" which I find, now and then, rather refreshing. We were all at Aunt Jane 's
to tea, where we also met Uncle and Cousin, John. The new horse isn't pleasing the Maxpoffle friends at all. They are speaking of selling it. John went to Portobello with a ticket to
Miss Allan for the Examination 339 tomorrow. Oh! I hate the idea of going there to-morrow.
Oh! for to-morrow at this time, (10 o'Clock). Utinam tempus fugat. 34 0
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26 Friday
It has at last come and I can now say, "It is all over." 341 To descend to particulars. At
10 o'Clock I went up to our Class Room where after putting off an hour the Visitors began
to assemble. Uncle John was there in his official capacity. I also noticed Dr. Cunningham, 342
to whom Dr. Boyd gave my Essay on the Life of Christ. We got an interval at about½ past
12, till½ past 1. During that time I was sedulously employed in discussing not declining a
3d. Mutton Pie in a neighbouring confectioner's. He chose easily lessons for us, that we
might "cut" a better figure . At 3 o'Clock we entered the Hall, after recitations the Prizes
were awarded. I got 3. The Dux one was Merle D'Aubigne's Vindication of Oliver
Cromwell. 343 The Scripture Knowledge One was "The Pilgrim Fathers". 344 My Essay one
was Lamartine's Revolution of 1848. 34 5
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29 Monday
Another fatiguing day, so warm and exhausting. No School however. I have a fine time of
it, being, in fact, "as idle as a milestone" . 350 I was reading "Household Words" on a Bank
Note, 351 being an account of how it is made. It is very interesting and useful. I had a walk
with mother before dinner. Father went over to-day (to my great astonishment) to Dr.
Boyd's to see him and ask my Essay on the "Life of Christ", that I may transcribe it during
the Vacations. I won't want my work I'm sure. He has been kind enough to offer to sign my
Prizes which enhances them greatly. I stayed at home in the afternoon, as it is the warmest
part of the day. Aunt Davidson called. I had a walk in the evening. I met the author of
"The Pearl of Days". 352 She is not at all good-looking but she has an intelligent countenance.
She erred in publishing a Second Work. A "close" night.

30 Tuesday
27 Saturday
I must say I'm glad the School is over; not because I don't like it but I think it arises perhaps
from the increase of labour during the last Quarter. Whether it be that memoria praeteritorum malorum est dulcis 346 can be applied to the School or not I can't say but I can say this
that the remembrance of School is pleasant. Although I have no longings as yet to return to
it. Far from it. I got the choice of my Dux Prize but no other. I would have taken a larger
work but as we had it at home I rather chose D'Aubigne's Cromwell. I believe it is a very
nice book. I am very much pleased with Lamartine's Revolution of 1848, both because it is
a capital book and because the acquisition of it took more time than the others perhaps; as
this Record of deeds "done in the body" can testify. This is a fine day and, like yesterday,
not much sun. I had a pleasant walk this forenoon. After dinner I read the Trial and Condemnation of Bennison on a charge of Murder. 347 He is to be executed in Edinburgh on the
16th. of August. He insists that he is innocent. There is nothing but circumstantial evidence
to convict him. I would dread to convict a fellow man and condemn him to death without
the clearest proof. And, although there is considerable evidence against him yet he may be
innocent. Mr. Salmon, the Rev. Alex. Salmon's348 son, called from Glasgow. He is a very
agreeable young man and has a very open, manly, bearing. We called at York Place. Uncle
proposes that we should go out to Maxpoffle some day next week as we aren't to get
Drummond Cottage till the 8th. ult. which is a good while yet.

28 Sunday
This has been a fine day with a refreshing breeze. In the forenoon I was at Portsburgh. As it
was the Quarterly Sacrament Mr. Robertson preached from I. Corinthians XV. 49. He
considered, I. What, in our Natural State, we are. 1st. Who is the "earthy" and why so
called? 2nd. In what relation do we stand to Adam? II. What, through the Grace of God,
the Believer is destined to become. 1st. Who is the "Heavenly" and why here so called?
2nd. What relation do we hold to Jesus? I went to Broughton Place Church in the afternoon.
Dr. Brown had a very superior Sermon from I. Corinthians XV. 1-9. He was proving that
the Gospel should be preached Clearly- plainly - Scripturally and Orderly. At Portsburgh
in the evening. Mr. Struthers 349 of Hamilton preached an excellent Sermon on Acts 1.9.
I. The Certainty of Christ's Ascension. II. The Importance of the fact .

This has been a terribly hot day; the sweat pouring off us like rain. I had a long walk over to
Dr. Boyd's (43 George Square) but he wasn't in so that I didn't get my books written. I got
my Essay however. I had them sent and intend to call to-morrow for them and thus give him
an opportunity of doing them at his leisure. John then went up with me to the Town Council
where there is, I'm sure, plenty of room for improvement in the speechifying. Dr. Dick 353
has no respect yonder he is such a perpetual motion speaker. The Council awes Uncle
which is a pity. I was down in the shop in the afternoon seeing some screws made. Aunt
Jane and Margaret were at tea. We were at James Tod's seeing him, in the evening. We
had a "world of trouble" in arranging the periodicals for the binder.

31 Wednesday
It hasn't been so oppressive to-day, the sun not being so strong. I went at 11 o'Clock this
morning to Dr. Boyd to get back my Prizes. He had kindly written the name on them and
also favoured me with a Note oflntroduction to the Established Church Minister at Melrose,
Mr. Murray, 354 with whom he is acquainted. It is very kind of him and, it seems, the minister
has a key to Melrose Abbey Churchyard the use of which I am to get. There is a fine Portrait
of Dr. Boyd in the Drawing Room, it was presented to him by Heriot Hospital fellows. The
last class whom he taught in the High School has given him a handsome Timepiece. Miss
Allan was at tea. Christopher Aitchison and I called on Mrs. Tod. We were treated to tarts,
gooseberries &c. It is a cold night.
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AUGUST

reading a Sketch of Dr. Brown in the "Christian Times". 360 It is very truthful, a necessary,
although not always an accompanying, part of Biography.

This has been another warm day and although nominally Autumn there is no difference
whatever in the weather. I went up town to get some back numbers which have been mislaid.
There are a great number of people in town just now with the Meetings of the British Association355 being held here. I was reading the newspapers in the afternoon. There has been a
keen discussion as to the legality or propriety of admitting Baron Rothschild356 into Parliament. He being a Jew will not swear on the 'faith ofa Christian' or on the New Testament
Ther~ can be no doubt that as long as our Legislature is Christian, no one can be admitted
who 1s not professedly a Christian. Still I think more of Baron Rothschild who conscientious!~ refuses to take the Oath_as req~ired t~an of those Unitarians who do it against their
consciences for the sake of their seat m Parhament. John went to Dalkeith with Uncle. I
had a pleasant walk after tea.

There was a considerable fall of rain all the morning which increased to such a degree about
11 o'Clock that John and I took refuge in Rose Street Church'3 61 where we heard a Lecture
from a Mr. Gray. 362 It was from the words in Philippians III 8, 9, 10. It was a middling production. In the afternoon there was an anonymous gentleman preaching in Free St.
Stephen's. His Text was in Isaiah XXVI 3. He considered I. The Meaning of the Text.
II. Who were to be kept in perfect peace. III. Why ~ above all others were to be so
blessed. I stayed at home in the evening and read "Paley's Evidence of Christianity. " 363 I
have been perusing it several Sabbaths. It is a splendid work. I have not yet finished it but
as far as I have gone the Arguments are clear, strong andigcontrovertible. He appeals to
facts which if really facts confirm our noble Religion. I never saw it to such advantage before.

2 Friday

5 Monday

Another beautiful day this; warmer than usual or at least than yesterday. I have been still
arranging the Periodicals for binding. Miss Noble (Mrs. Turn bull's relation) called. I had a
walk and asked for Chalmers Life. Vol. II. but it won't be out till Tuesday next. In the afternoon Margaret Boyd brought along a Miss Davidson and her mother. They are rather
country peop)e: By the by th~re are a great number of 'Hawickers' here just now. They
have a great hkmg to the Seaside. Mother went to tea to Mrs Balmain's at Leith. To-day I
commenced the transcribing of the "Life of Christ." It will keep me going for a while. I was
rea~ing a little of Vol. I of Chalmers' Life. We spent the evening in Christopher Aitchison 's.
He 1s a fine, pleasant, and what is more our oldest Companion; so th'at itwasnowonderwe
were speaking of "Auld lang syne" as we were alone.

This has been a warm, close day again. Rather dull. The Foreman 364 was up this morning
taking the m_easurements for a Bookcase which we are to get made while at the Country. It
is much better to have One goodsized Bookcase than two small ones. In the forenoon I
called on a Lady of Mother's acquaintance, Miss Macallum, 2 Windsor Street. 365 A Professor who lives with her while attending the Meetings of the British Association receives a
Sylabus of the Lectures to be delivered in connection with it. They are very dry, at least,
those she showed me. Father bought Paley's "Horae Paulinae", 366 edited and considerably
enlarged by the Rev. T. R. Birks. 3/-He also bought John and I a Fishing Rod. Very cheap.
2/6. Had a walk in the afternoon and evening. John went to Portobello to see Miss Allan,
Fine night.

3 Saturday

6 Tuesday

Rather dull to-day, although still very hot which is counteracted by a refreshing West Wind.
I was reading this morning's Newspaper which tells us that the Queen isn't coming till the
29th. This is the Third Official announcement as reported in the three last Papers; and all
different. The best way to do is never to look for her till she actually arrives. There are long
Repor!s of the British Association Proceedings. Sir David Brewster is President this year.
There 1s also an Account of a Terrible Railway Accident 357 on the Edinburgh and Glasgow
Lme, several people are killed; these accidents must be the result of Carelessness on the
part of someone. Grieg 358 (the Editor of the Scottish Press) has thought proper to keep
back the High School Prize List. His Paper won't be made a bit more popular by such cond~ct. Especially is he reprehensible when he promised in last Saturday's Paper to give it in
his next and when he allowed in some things which were little more than trash. The breaking
of his promise showing him to be dishonourable; and allowing such Articles not exactly
proving him a shrewd discerner. I went up to the Bank and then called on Mrs. Laidlaw
with mother in the forenoon. She is an agreeable, kind lady. We went to Mr. Dickson,359
th~ clothi~r's ~etting a pair of Trousers. I got a letter from Mary Davidson (at Maxpoffle)
this morning m answer to mine of the 15th. July. They are all quite well just now. I was

This has been a very refreshing day with an occasional shower. Elgin, 367 the Bookseller,
sent us Vol. II. of Chalmer's Life. I have not read it of course yet but I observed a facsimile
of a Letter to his little daughter, Anne, 6 years old; whom unable to read writing, he
humoured by printing one for her. It was a beautiful trait in his character. I had a fine walk
up the Town this forenoon. I never remember of seeing so many Foreigners at once; in our
Modern Athens. It looks very curious to hear French spoken in Princes Street. Miss N. Allan
came to tea in the evening. I was reading "Household Words". "Little Mary" 368 is a very
affecting exhibition oflrish Poverty. Several other articles are well worth. John and I called
on James Tod. There was an eruption amongst us tonight.

1 Thursday
4 Sunday

7 Wednesday
A fine, warm day again. Very mild. I was busy in the forenoon packing, that invariable precursor of a Stay in the Country. I certainly don't much admire the job at all but it is a sine
qua non of Rustication. I had a walk up the town about 1 o'Clock. Mrs. Millar called, so did
Aunt Jane and Margaret. My Cousin is looking rather drooping to-day. In the afternoon
John and I had a walk, our last walk for a considerable time, through the town. It hasn't

68

A SCHOOLBOY'S DIARY FOR

1850

such a dull look as it ususally has in this season of the year, occasioned, doubtless by the
number of scientific gentlemen in town. It is much better, such a state of matters. Aunt
Davidson called on us. Also Christopher Aitchison who promises to come to see us at
Melrose. I am filled with doubts and fears as to our Country Residince. Hope for the Best.
Time will show the real state of matters.

8 Thursday
Drummond Cottage, Melrose. 369 We left this morning in the 8 o'Clock Train,370 arriving
here about 10. We were rather hungry, I must confess so that after taking the Inventory we
had a hearty Lunch. I am very much pleased with our present abode. Its outward appearance
is genteel and, as far as we can judge, very comfortable "in doors". We have set all our
"things" in order. Father, who is a very keen fisher, had John and I down to Tweedside
before dinner. John fished too, but as it was a sunny day and the water consequently clear'.
we were very unsuccessful, capturing only 4 small Trouts. But we shouldn't despise small
things. I had a "Nap" in the afternoon and then after tea we had a stroll-was pleased with
the town - tryed the fishing and most unfortunately lost the Book with the Hooks. It was
worth 5/-. It is annoying to lose things so simply.
9 Friday
This morning gave promise of a fine day but we were doomed to be rather disappointed as
towards the middle of the day a very heavy fall of rain and several peals of thunder put a
check on our enjoyments. We started from this in the 10 o'Clock Train to Newtown from
which we walked up to Maxpoffle, a distance of about 2 miles. After having got a r~st we
had a stroll through the grounds. The Improvements are both numerous and great since this
time last year. The house is newly painted and the lawn, the Sawmill and the Garden are all
renovated in their several ways. They have got the present of a peacock and hen, which
greatly adorn the lawn. They are almost perfect now, saving and excepting, the troublesome
business of getting a proper horse. The Misses Padon 371 are staying with them. They are
very agreeable ladies. We arrived safe in Melrose again at 6 o'Clock.
10 Saturday
This has been a very fine, warm day, with a nice refreshing breeze which counteracts the
influence of the sun. Mr Gray, 372 the Ironmonger, one of our Edinburgh acquaintances,
who is staying in the Row with us, called this morning. He is a very agreeable gentleman.
He was going up to Maxpoffle to spend the day with the friends there. We set out at about
10 o 'Clock A.M. to the Tweed to try our luck there. It is still in a bad state for Rod fishing,
the Tweed. It is much too clear so that we were still unsuccessful. I don't fish but father
made out only 7 Trouts. It was a fair catch for the state of the water. I remarked, (for I have
plenty of time to remark as I have absolutely nothing to do but watch father, rather a
monotonous job) that although father was so unsuccessful yet he never seemed to get disheartened, but there he watched hoping on, occasionally capturing one, which would serve
as a stimulant for perhaps half an hour. In this way did we continue, sauntering down the
banks of the river as far as Newstead, 373 where after puting up the rods we returned at a
quick pace, a distance, I'm "pretty sure" of2 miles from home, and arrived here, fatigued,
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warm, hungry, tired and every possible ailment incidental to such occasions to complain
of, where mother and dinner were waiting on us. A "nap" in the afternoon set me all right
and I was so "wide awake" at 6 o'Clock that I accompanied mother to the Railway Station
for a Parcel containing my Trousers. We had a very pleasant walk after tea. Mrs. Dunn 374
called to-day.
JI Sunday
This has been a beautiful and mild day. We went to the United Presbyterian Church here at
½ past 11 o'Clock. The Churches have no interval here so that we get two Discourses in the
course of two hours. and a half. Mr. Williamson, 375 the minister of the Church was away
preaching Mr. Ballantyne376 of Earlston 's vacant while Mr. Ballantyne preached here. His
first Sermon was from John XVI. 31. He spoke of 1st. The Nature of the Inquiry. 2nd. The
Consequences depending on the Answer we could give to it. His Second Discourse was from
Psalm LXXXV. 6. Both of them were marked by study, earnestness and elegance. He is a
young man and has received and accepted a Call to Arthur St. Congregation, Edinr. We
spoke to him when the Service was over. John and I went over to the Independent
ChapeJ3 77 after tea. The minister preached a "say away" 378 sermon from I John II. 1, 2.

12 Monday
This has been a very fine day; and oppressively hot. The Rev. Mr. Ballantyne who preached
yesterday called. He is a very agreeable person. The Maxpoffle people with the Misses
Padon came at 11 o'Clock to spend the day with us. We went along with them to see Melrose
Abbey. It is the second visit which I have paid it but it would require many a one to do it
justice. I don't know what to admire most- the inimitable carving, architecture and stability
of the Abbey - the antiquity of the tombstones, "St. David's ruined pile" 379 and Robert
Bruce's Hart - the view from the top and the unique and original Inscriptions are very
interesting. I must frequent this Relic of Past Ages as often as possible. We then had a walk
up the banks of the Tweed. After tea the friends left us and we went up to where Lammas380
Fair is to be held to-morrow. Lots of sheep. Called on Mr. Gray here. Got gooseberries
there.
13 Tuesday
This has been a splendid day and very favourable for the Fair which is held to-day. We set
off about 10 o'Clock in the morning for it, and about a mile from this, on the side of the
Eildon Hill. It is a very interesting sight. On the one side the Promenade is bounded by
Tents and drinking booths; and on the other, Stands with Gingerbread, Toys, Berries etc.
etc. while these are surrounded by an innumerable number of Sheep, Lambs, Horses,
"Nowts", "Cuddies", 381 Tinkers etc. etc. It presents a busy scene; and, I hear, that the
Sheep are selling 1/6 a head more than last year. The Sun was scorching while there was no
shelter on the hill. John from Maxpoffle and Mr. Easton dined with us. A Mr. Thomson
from Hawick, claiming kin to father, 382 had tea with us. We then had a walk up to Darnick
and saw Darnlee.383 A fine country place.
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14 Wednesday
Another fine day; perhaps, a little more cloudy than yesterday, which of course, made it
cooler and easier to bear. We set off in the 10 o'Clock train to Newtown where mother
accidentally but fortunately found Mr. Scott ofMervinslaw with his dogcart, in which she
drove to Maxpoffle. The rest of us went down to the Tweed to the fishing. But there having
been no floods we were still unsuccessful being obliged to leave the water at 2 o'Clock with
7 Trouts. We then had a terrible walk up to Maxpoffle as the sun, by this time cloudless
scorched us all. We arrived, however, at last and got a good dinner. John, (my cousin) has
a_ Bow so we were practising a while with it in the afternoon. We met at tea, the parents,
sisters, and brother of the Rev. Mr. Lumgair of Newtown. We walked over the Eildon Hills
in the evening. Very tired with it.
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After dinner we had a lounge while each of us had a book. I read for a little in "Household
Words". I am very much -pleased with the "Two Letters ofan Emigrant. " 387 They are very
well written. Perhaps rather good for a mere "letter to a relation". The Writer must have
been a daring spirit else he would have never set.his face to such a "black" business. I then
turned to Vol. II of Chalmer's Life. It is capitally conducted by Hanna. I noticed a Review
of Dr. Chalmer's as he appeared for the first time in Glasgow by Lockart in "Peter's Letters
to his Kinsfolk" 388 (An Extract from them). We had a walk in the evening with Mr. and
Mrs. Dunn. They are very pleasant people and are the means of a great deal of good in the
neighbourhood. The night looks as dark as ever, and everything goes to make us look for
more rain.

18 Sunday
15 Thursday
It was so very hot and fatiguing this morning that we stayed in the house till 12 o'Clock. We
were also very tired with last night's walk over the Eildon Hills so that we had no great wish
to walk much. About the middle of the day I went with my Letter of Introduction to the
Rev. Mr. Murray, the Established Church minister of Melrose. He is a very handsome
gentleman and both his wife and he are very kind and agreeable. They have a first-rate
gar_den with lots of Goose~erries as I can testify. Their house is quite close to Melrose Abbey
while they have a gate which admits them privately into the "ruin gray." In the afternoon I
read "Household Words". Much pleased with the useful and entertaining Account of the
Hippopotamus. 384 We had a walk after tea by St. Helens. 38 5

16 Friday
This day was hardly so propitious as it has been for several days as it rained all morning and
continued to do so more or less all day so that we weren't [out) so much as usual. But we can't
complain ofthe weather for we have had fine weather for weeks, or rather months. We
tryed the Tweed a short time before dinner; we only got 4 Trouts. In the afternoon I read
"Household Words". I am very much pleased with that Periodical; as a whole the Articles
are very good and it requires no little discrimination to choose proper Papers for it. I have a
notion o( Dicken's Articles when I see them. I am delighted with the "Detective Police
Party", it is so cleverly written. "The Last of a Long Line " 389 possesses peculiar merits; it is
distinguished by useful Remarks as well as deep interest. We had a walk after tea. It is fair
but very misty.

17 Saturday
The weather bears the same character as it did yesterday but in a stronger degree. It rained
all morning incessantly and when, for a short time, it abated the grass was so saturated with
rain that it was highly disagreeable to walk out at all. Despite this however, Father, John
and I set off in company Mr. Gray and a friend of his, Mr Gordon, to the Tweed above
Darnick Bridge. After rain the Tweed is considered much better for taking so that we were
more successful than we have been. We caught 19Trouts. But the best of it is to come. One
of them was 10 inches and a half and 6 inches in diameter. It was a capital one. There, on
the banks of the Tweed, we continued till 4 o'Clock when we returned home rather tired.

Slight showers ushered in a fine day; while the "soft" weather we have had has purified the
air and left behind it a strong wind which we hear as it sighs through the adjacent trees. We
were at the U .P. Church and heard a capital Sermon from Mr. Blair389 of Galashiels. It was
a long one made into two as they have no interval. The Text was in I Corinthians I. 23 , 24.
He remarked I That Christ was the Theme of Apostolical Preaching and II The various
manners by which it was recieved. We went back in the evening and heard a first-rate Sermon
from Mr. Ballantyne ofEarlston. Text Matthew XVI. 26. It was very eloquent, impressive.
N.B . Father commenced the Old Testament at Family Worship this morning. We read on
an average one Chapter a day.

19 Monday
The wind has greatly increased to-day. It is quite a Storm although no rain. Withal, however, we didn't remain in the house for it long but away we set to the Tweed about 12 o'Clock
where we prosecuted our piscatory labours till 2 with increasing success, returning home
with 33 Trouts. It is curious how much better fish seem "to take" best in coarse weather like
to-day. We had a rest after dinner. The Misses Lumgair called. I was reading the Newspapers. There is an account of the Execution of William Bonnison which took place in
Edinburgh on Friday morning last. How utterly depraved must be those who go to see such
a sight! It should never be made a feasting to those whose minds are so base and inhuman.
We had a walk in the evening. Father is at Mr. Freer's, 390 the writer's at supper to-night. I
was transcribing my "Life of Christ."

20 Tuesday
The wind has quite abated to-day so that it is much more agreeable to go out than it was
yesterday. We set out about 10 o'Clock to Darnick Bridge to try the fishing. We were again
rather successful capturing 31 Trouts. We came home about 3 o'Clock where John from
Maxpoffle was waiting to see us. A heavy shower of hail fell about 5 o'Clock. Being invited
to Mr. Dunn's to tea we went there along with my cousin. We there met Mr. and Mrs. Freer
and a Miss Rutherfurd. Mr. Dunn is a very agreeable, pleasant gentleman. Mr. Freer is a
jolly fellow. The former has a capital Library. We left about 9 o'Clock. John (my Cousin)
walked over to Maxpoffle after tea. It is a beautiful moonlight night reminding of Scott's
lines on this place, "If thou wouldst view etc . .. "
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21 Wednesday
Th!s has been a very fine, warm, sunny day. A party from Maxpoffle came in the 10 o'Clock
tra1~ to spend the day with us. It consisted of Mr. Millar, 391 Mr. Duncan, Mr. Freeman and
family from Newcastle also, Mr. Hogg, 392 Uncle and Cousin, John. All the gentlemen
except .Uncle went to the Tweed to try their skill. They were all successful but Mr. Millar
whose Ill Success gave rise to some capital laughter. We returned about 5 o'Clock and then
got dinner. The gentlemen walked over, or rather between the Eildons. The Ladies visited
Abbotsford an~ Dryburgh and did not come this way. By the way, father and we caught20
Trouts. It wasn ta good day for them. It gets very cold at nights now. We recieved a letter
from Miss Allan.

22 Thursday
Another beautiful day although there was an occasional shower which sent us home faster
than we went. Mrs. Millar and little John with Miss Duncan came in the 10 o'Clock Train to
spend the day with us. They are very agreeable people. We had a walk up by the Established
Church and round by the Episcopal one. I was reading "the Church and her Accusers in the
Far North. " 393 We got the !oan of it from Mr. Dunn. It is a very slang production and hardly
worth the perusal. After dmner we had another walk up the side of the Hill. After getting
tea we went up to the Station to see our friends away. We got a letter from John Davidson.
J:Ie has ~o _news. ~~ are preparing for father's departure. Went to Melrose Abbey in moonlight. It 1s mdescnb1ble, splendid, "sad and fair", solemn and grand.
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Bank. We had certainly a very magnificent view both of the town and the Abbey. Altogether
I am very fond of Melrose. It is a cheerful place and we see around the Blacks, the Douglases,
the Pontons, the McGilchrists and the Grays. I was very much pleased with the view we
had on thursday of Melrose Abbey by the "pale moonlight". I can never forget it but the
worst of it is that there is nothing so difficult as reducing one's feelings to words. I finished
and posted my letter to father. Mr. Dunn called in the evening. He is a fine gentleman.

25 Sunday
Weather much the same to-day. Rather lowering but no rain. At half-past 11 o'Clock we
went to the U .P. Church. The "stated" minister the Rev. Mr. Williamson preached to-day.
His Lecture which was in course was from John XVI 21- 23. He is no great lecturer. His
Sermon was from Psalm XXII. 27. His Sermon was very little better. He is rather dry, consequently tiresome. We have a long interval here so I occupied it by reading Paley's "Horae
Paulinae". It comes well after his "Evidences". There is no Religion, I will venture to say,
or Ancient Writing whatever, in favour of which so much evidence can be produced as that
which can be brought to bear on the Truth of Christianity. May I, along with an Intellectual,
also possess a Spiritual Belief in its Divinity. At the Free Church in the evening. The Rev.
Mr. Campbell397 the minister here preached a good Sermon from Matthew V.4.

26 Monday
23 Friday
This has ~een a ?ne day with less rain than there was yesterday. Father went away to Edinb~rgh this mornmgabout 7 o'Clock. 394 He has been with us a fortnight so that his abscence
will be more felt by us. Feeling rather dull we set off in the ten o'Clock train to Newtownwalking up to Maxpoffle. They were very much pleased to see us as all the company had
left them. We took a walk through the grounds and round by Bowden Parish Church. Maxpoffle is a_pleasant, agreeable place, and well worthy of living at. John (my cousin) and
Mary ~av1dson came down to Newtown Station with us .. We then returned by the Railway
at 6 o Clock. I wrote the first part of a Letter to father to-night. I was reading the Newspapers. There isn't much in them this week. It is cold to-night again.

We have had a very fine day for our jaunt to Maxpoffle. It was neither too warm nor too
cold but really very pleasant. We were accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. McGilchrist and little
Willie. Poor Mr. Mcgilchrist has long been unable to preach as he was taken very ill both
in mind and body. He was, and I rather think he is still, unable to read although he has a
Library of between 2000 and 3000 Volumes. He was at one time a very popular preacher.
Mr. Finlayson 398 is now his helper; all that Mr. McGilchrist does now is to visit the Members
of his church; 30 families of whom he visits in a week. At Maxpoffle I noticed what a capital
Bridge Uncle has made over the burn to allow the carts to pass conveniently. After spending
a very pleasant day we returned at 6. I was reading the Newspapers afterwards. Mrs. Dunn
called to-night. It has faired just now. She is a very pleasant lady.

24 Saturday
Anothe~ fine, rath~r warm, sunny day. !he friends from Maxpoffle came this morning by
the 10 o Clock Tram to spend the day with us. We had a very pleasant day with them. John
and I took a walk with my cousin John by the Episcopal Chapel3 94"i, where, it seems they
are keeping one of their Holydays namely, St. Bartholemew. We also met Mr. and Mrs.
Pattison 395 o? horseback. It appears that this lady is the daughter of Douglas of Haening
and has marned her forester. She is very insignificant, far from being bonny and in striking
contrast to the handsome figure of her husband. We visited Mr. Gray's garden but not a
go~seberry is left, nothing but the relics of days that are past in the shape of husks. After
seemg Aunt Boyd, John and Mary into the train Mr. Dunn kindly took us along with the
Rev. John McGilchrist 396 and his wife to see Melrose from the face of the hill opposite Prior

27 Tuesday
This has been a terrible day of rain. It commertced I think last night and continued all
morning and all day. Of course this kept us in the house. After reading the newspapers a
little and digesting a letter which father sent us this morning and which proved rather more
elaborate than usual, I wrote a page or two in transcribing my "Life of Christ". I am rather
tardy in writing it. I then changed the scene and wrote one letter to Mrs. Anderson at
Aberdeen and another to Miss Allan Portobello. A rainy day does a great deal of good at a
time as we can do more in such a day than we are disposed to do in a fortnight offine weather.
Rev. Mr. McGilchrist lady and child were at tea to-night. They go away to Edinr. to-morrow.
Mrs. Freer called. Posted 5 letters.
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28 Wednesday
The weather has quite changed as it is quite fair and very warm and mild again. I was reading
a little in the morning of Chalmers' Memoirs. I am highly delighted with them. His Letters
are worthy of the prominent place which they hold in the "Memoirs", characterised as they
are by earnestness, affectionate familiarity and beauty of diction. The Rev. Mr. Jolly's3 99
sons, being previously invited, came to spend the day with us. When one knows them a little
'they are very agreeable fellows. Not knowing how to entertain them we took the pistol
which our cousin gave us and let them have two or three shots with it. It fires very well. After
tea we saw them up to the scene of Lammas Fair on their way across to Bowden. Mother
was at Mr. Freer's at tea. We got the loan of "Guy Mannering" from Mr. Dunn.

29 Thursday
Cloudy in the morning but it soon cleared up to a fine, mild day. Aunt Boyd and Mary came
by the 10 o'Clock Train to spend the day with us. I received a letter from Father this morning,
it is, as usual "bristling" with news. He proposes coming to-morrow night. We also got the
Newspapers of yesterday. They are full of the Queen's Visit. She is not_to appear at the
laying of the foundation of the National Gallery. It is hardly fairof her. There is much dissatisfaction felt on account if it. I was reading Chalmers' Life. Still delighted with it. The
remarkable Correspondence400 between him and Mr. Smith is very interesting. We tried
the fishing but was quite unsuccessful. We with Aunt and Mary went to Mr. Gray's to tea.
Spent a pleasant evening. Engaged in an intellectual game. Liked it very well. "Starry night".

30 Friday
Fine morning. Aunt and Mary are still with us. We all went over with Mrs. Dunn to Gattonside to see it. There is a capital Chain Bridge over the Tweed for which you pay a ld. But I
think very little of Gattonside, it is a dirty, irregular village. The only thing for which it is
famed is fruit, a great quantity of which is loading the trees at present. After dinner I was
reading "Guy Mannering". It is very interesting- the conversation is natural which is the
most one can say in favour of it, it being wherin the difficulty consists - and the Extracts
from Julia's Letters are stamped with genius. Aunt and Mary left for Maxpoffle at 6 o'Clock.
Father came then. He is full of News about the Queen whom he saw yesternight in the
Queen's Park. John and I had a walk in the evening. It is a fine night.

31 Saturday
This has been a fine day and unusually mild. We went up at 10 o'Clock to see Uncle John
pass in the train on his way to Jedburgh with a funeral. He was detained half-an-hour at the
Edinburgh Station in consequence of Her Majesty's departure to Balmoral. Father, John
and I then set off to the Tweed above Darnick Bridge. The effects of the rain had greatly
subsided and the water was almost as clear as before the "flood" came at all. Nathless, as
Dominie Sampson would say, we caught, I think, 32 Trouts. We came home too late for
dinner but quite in time for a "rough tea". I was reading "Household Words" which father
brought out with him last night. There are several interesting papers in No. 21. I particularly
liked the Ballad "An Everyday Hero" .401 It is a touching example of that virtuous precept
"return good for evil". Another week of our stay in Melrose is past. We have spent it
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pleasantly as well as happily. We are forming new acquaintances and contracting new
friendships which makes this place much pleasanter. We are also, I think, improving in
health, "laying up", as people say, "a store of it for the Winter". And as far as it has gone
yet, I can safely say, we have been the better and none the worse of "fair Melrose." Mr.
and Miss Gray called in the evening. Mr. Gray was telling us that the Queen, had, yesterday
afternoon ordered her Carriage to drive round by Moray Place. She had no gaurds. This
was very good of Her, showing what confidence She could place in the affections of Her
Scottish Subjects. John and I had a walk in the evening; it is cloudy to-night but very mild still.
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I Sunday
A beautiful day again. Warm, sunny, and mild. We went as usual to the U.P. Church. The
Rev. Mr. Anderson402 of Norham preached from Matthew XV. 28. He considered I. The
Faith of the Woman. 1st. It was the Faith of a Gentile. 2nd. It was faith in Christ's Messiahship. 3rd. It was faith severely tried. II. It was great Faith. She was tried 1st. By Christ's
Silence. 2nd. By His statement of His Commission to the Jews only and 3rd. By His seemingly insulting appelation bestowed on her. III. The Success of her Prayer. It was a capital
Discourse. His Second Sermon was from Isaiah XLV 17. In the evening we went to the
Free Church where we heard the Rev. Dr. Grey403 of Free St. Mary's, Edinr. His Text was
in Acts XI 26. It was a beautiful Discourse. His language is polished and his Composition in
the highest degree elegant while his voice admirably suits such highly fini_shed language.

2 Monday
This has been a very fine day; and still warm. Father, John and I set off at 10 o'Clock to the
Tweed. We chose a new place to-day. We crossed Gattonside Bridge and then went down
the stream as far as the Scar at Newstead or rather opposite Newstead. It is considered the
best place for fishing in this locality and although we only got 22 Trouts yet they were a good
deal larger and would weigh much more than the 32 we got on Saturday. We returned home
about 4 o'Clock rather tired. We read (the one relieving the other) the Account given in the
Newspapers of Saturday of the Queen's Visit to Edinburgh and of the laying of the foundation of the National Gallery by Prince Albert. 404 Both the events are interesting. We had a
walk in the evening. Mrs. Gray called as she leaves this to-morrow.

3 Tuesday
Rather cloudy this morning and it soon began to fall heavy rain. Mr. Lumgair, the minister
of Newtown, with whom father had a day's fishing, on the 15th. April last came to spend
the day with us. We tried fishing only about an hour and made "little or nothing". It was
mostly small rain and I was so wet that I had thoroughly to change "the outward man". We
saw Mr. Lumgair away after dinner and tea by the 6 o'Clock train for Newtown. We then
had a walk with Mr. and Mrs. Freer to see some property of theirs, a little to the other side
of St. Helen's. He wishes to sell it. It is a capital site for a house. He then took us to his
house and showed us Johnstone's Physical Atlas. It is a most useful affair. The places
where peculiar quadrupeds, birds, serpents &c. are clearly pointed out. He has a select
Library also some good specimens of Petrifactions.

4 Wednesday
A dull morning again. I have no good forebodings of it. We went away, (mother and I)
accompanied by Mrs. Dunn, by the 10 o'Clock Train to Maxpoffle. It turned out a beautiful
day so that we had a very pleasant walk up there. Mr. Salmon, the Rev. Mr. Salmon's son,
is staying with Uncle just now. He isa very agreeable fellow. I had a walk to see the Reapers
who are busy just now. Father and John, who had left at 10 to try the fishing at Old Melrose,
returned about½ past 2. They have been rather successful to-day, father having captured
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a Grilse, 15 inches long and more than One Pound weight. It is the best we have got yet.
We all left Maxpoffle by the 6 o'Clock Train and as we stepped out of the carriage, to our
surprise in stepped Christopher Aitchison who had been spending the day here. Miss Allan
also came in the morning and spent the day of course alone. She intends staying with us a
day or two.

5 Thursday
This has been a very fine, warm day. Father, John and I left in the 10 o'Clock Train for Belses,
the next Station after Newtown to see what success would attend our fishing at the Ale Water.
After walking along a very roundabout road for two miles we came to the Water. We were
terribly disappointed. The water was small and clear so that our united efforts only got us
10 Trouts. We returned to the Station about 4 o'Clock and as there wasn't a Train till about6
we sat there two hours doing nothing, resolved never to try Belses again and to think more
than ever of the Tweed. After tea which we relished splendidly, Mr. Dunn took us to see
Darnlee a small property for Sale in the vicinity of Darnick. It is a beautiful place, a fine
house and garden and we think Father would get it by offering £1500. We are anxious that
he would.

6 Friday
A sunny morning. Father went away in the½ past7Train for Edinburgh. We will feel queer
for a while till we get accustomed to his abscence. Aunt Boyd, John and Mr. Salmon came
to spend the day with us. We accompanied my cousin and Mr. Salmon to Melrose Abbey
with which the latter was highly delighted. I noticed Tom Purdie's Grave 405 in the Churchyard at which Sir Walter Scott erected a Tombstone. I was struck with another very old
Tombstone on which were the following quaint lines- :
"The earth goes on the earth glist'ring like gold,
The earth goes to the earth sooner than it wold,
The earth builds on the earth, castles and towers,
The earth says to the earth, all shall be ours. " 4 06
They left us in the 6 o'Clock train. Mother has been rather unwell with a stiff neck.

7 Saturday
A cloudy but very warm day. Mother is considerably better. John and I went out about
11 o'Clock to try what we could do at the Tweed. We were only about an hour and halfand
we caught halfa dozen. We went to the Scar which was in good condition. Mother and Miss
Allan came down that length to get a walk up with us. Mrs. Murray had been calling the time
we were out and returned my "Life of Christ" which I had lent Mr. Murray. Wednesday's
Newspapers came to-day. There is a full Account of Her Majesty's Departure from Edinburgh. She has conducted herself with great propriety while there and I trust she will honour
"Auld Reekie" with her Visits which have been as yet too few and far between. She is now
off to Balmoral which she has now made her Highland Home. There are too many suspicious
looking miraculous stories told of old wives in company with Victoria to be all received. I
wrote to Aunt Boyd expecting Uncle John to take it with him as he passed in the 6 o'Clock
Train but, when we went up he wasn't there so I had to post it which I hope Aunt will get
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to-morrow as we say in it that we will spend Monday with her and it will be rather awkward
if we are there before the letter. I was reading "Household Words". I am much pleased
with some of its Articles, particularly "Woodruffe the Gardener"407 to be continued. That
Periodical, I am glad to say is keeping up very well. We were laying in a stock of peppermints
"against" to-morrow. Not most complimentary to the Geniuses of this place.

8 Sunday
A very fine mild day. Very sunny. No wind. We went as usual to the U.P. Church. There
was a Missionary on the point ofleaving for Jamaica, I think he is a Mr. Lawrence, preaching. He preached from Colossians I.12 on these words, "The Iriheritance of the Saints".
His Second Discourse was from Romans VIII. 16. He was rather rough in his language and
gesture, while he spoke of "egregious fools" and "madmen in the highest state of excitement" as fit epithets for his unlucky audience. In the evening we all went to the Free Church
here. Mr. Nicol408 of Galashiels preached a capital Sermon on Hebrews XII. 1, and "looking
to Jesus" in the 2nd. Ver. His Preface in which he so vigor.ously delineated the Competitors
in the Olympic Games, and there anxiety to win the Olive Crown while they carried nothing
about them but a burning desire of gaining it, was admirable. Galashiels is well off for
ministers.
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11 Wednesday
This has been a brilliant day; fatiguingly warm; and the sun bright. John and I were at the
fishing, (I think I may say as usual now) and we got 9 good, fat, plump Trouts in an hour or
two. This wasn't so bad for us. We were so fatigued with it that we stayed in all afternoon.
We went up to the 6 o'Clock Train to learn by Uncle Eben, who left Maxpoffle to-day, if
Aunt Jane would go to Overhall410 to see Miss Easton there along with mother and Miss
Allan. She intends going so that they will meet Aunt at Newtown Station to-morrow
morning. We had a walk in the evening. It gets very dark now by 8 o'Clock. I was struck
to-night with the fact that some people discover a great mind to coQSist in saving money
although it should keep them far below their proper rank. Very contemptible.

12 Thursday
This has been another beautiful, brilliant, warm day. Mother and Miss Allan were at Overhall. John and I tryed the fishing a little but it is far too clear so we only caught 3 Trouts. In
the afternoon we had a most delightful draught of Lemonade at the Abbey Inn. It was particularly refreshing on such a burning day. I was reading "Guy Mannering". I was much
struck with the striking manner in which the eventful incidents are narrated. Brown alias
Bertram is a fine character. So are Julia and the Colonel. We went to Mr. Freer's to tea. He
is a very agreeable person. He was learning us Chess. I would like to be good at it. It is very
scientific. He lent us the Men and Staunton's Chess Handbook. It is full of games.

9 Monday

13 Friday

This is a very brilliant, sunny, consequently hot, day. I received a letter from father this
morning. We may expect Aunt and Uncle Eben to pay us a visit, it says. Mr. Duncan of
1 Heriot Row, it seems, wishes another day's fishing here. We set off in company with Miss
Macallum of2 Windsor St. on whom I had called on 5th. August last and her neice to Maxpoffle by the usual morning Train. We walked up from Newtown there at about ½ past 10
o'Clock. I am more than ever pleased with Uncle's place. It is so beautifully finished. A fine
Bridge they have got across the Burn. They came down with us the length ofWhitelee and
we arrived here at a little past 6. We had kept two little minnows for several days changing
the water frequently but to-day thinking they would like the sun we put them out and when
we came in at 6 they were both dead, scalded. We were shooting at Bats to-night.

Another fine day. Warm and sunny. I was reading Guy Mannering. More and more are the
marks of True Genius seen in it. We set off in a Coach to Abbotsford at½ past 1. I saw it
last year, not John, however. It is a magnificent Mansion and it is kept in beautiful order. I
particularly noticed Byron's Silver Vase which he presented to Sir Walter - the Noble
Library - Chantry's Bust of the Novelist - the expression of Maida's face and a thousand
other things which, as Authors say, want of space compels us to omit. We had the good
fortune to see Peter Matheson411 Sir Walter's old Coachman. We returned much pleased.
We had a walk with Miss Allan by the Newstead Road. 412 Mr. Scott from Demerara and
Miss Walker were at tea. Finished Guy Mannering. Highly delighted with it.

10 Tuesday

14 Saturday
A splendid day again. Fatiguingly hot. John and I went up to meet Aunt Jane at the Station_.

A dull, foggy morning but whether it is the precedent of heat or rain must be unknown till it
is shown by old Father Time. He has decided strongly in favour of the former. It is now
burning. Going up to the Station to get the Parcel from Uncle John we saw to our great
consternation Aunt and Uncle Eben, Aunt Jane, and little Robert. We certainly expected
them in a few days but little did we look for them to-day. After they had breakfast Uncle
proposed to try the fishing so we went for an hour or two and caught, amongst us, only 4
Trouts. In the afternoon they went up to Curie's Park409 the view from which they were
much delighted with. They left for Maxpoffle by the 6 o'Clock Train. Mother and Miss
Allan went to Mr. Campbell's Prayer Meeting. I wrote a long letter to father. We got some
other minnows.

She hasn't come however. Mrs. Dunn has just called to ask us to join a Picnic Party to Fairy
Dean 413 but we declined preferring to go to Dryburgh Abbey where we had previously
arranged to go. We left in the½ past 12 Train to Newtown. We met Uncle John and Mary
Davidson who had come, unknown to either party in the same Train with us. We then left
them and walked to Dryburgh Ferry which we crossed. The sail was breve sed du lee. After
having walked through Dryburgh Village, a dirty place, we came to the grounds through
which a girl conducted us. We were shown a Tree supposed to be as old as the Abbey, then
the Abbey itself, the cloisters, the Library, the dungeons, Sir Isaac Newtown's Statue &c &c
and last but far from least the burying place of Sir Walter Scott, Lady Scott and Young Sir
Walter. There is a large piece of Granite over the grave of the Husband and Wife and a
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seperate piece on the Tomb of their Son. It is a most picturesque spot and just such a place
as I could suppose such a man to be buried in. We fell in at the Porter's Lodge with an old
woman, one of Mr. Lumgair's Members and a true sample of a stern, Presbyterian, Scotch
"auld wife". We then turned our steps to Wallace's Tower. There is a collossal statue of
him. 413, You can't help starting involuntarily at first sight of him. We had our picnic beside
him and it commands a fine view of the country for miles. We returned at 6. Father came at
the same time. Aunt Jane had been here.

15 Sunday
Another lovely day. Sunny and warm. We went as usual to the U.P. Church. Mr. Williamson
preached from Acts V.20. It was in his usual strain. This being the Sacrement414 here we
got an interval of20 minutes and then the Lord's Supper was dispensed. In the evening the
Revd. Mr. Stephenson415 preached a flowery discourse from Hebrews 11.15. He has too
much gesture but he is quite young and promises to do well. I was reading this Month's U.P.
Magazine 416 with much pleasure; there are several good articles in it. I was also reading the
Scottish Christian Journal. Our own minister (Mr. Robertson) is the Editorofthat Periodical
and it does him great credit. I glanced the Youths Magazine. A good Engraving this month
of the Hippopotamus.
16 Monday
A splendid day; as sunny as ever. I hardly remember of having such continued fine weather.
As this faithful Chronicle records, we have had a fortnight of faultless weather. It is firstrate
for the Corn getting in. Father, John and I went by the lOo'Clock train to Newtown, having
trysted with Mr. Duncan to join with him in a day's fishing. We didn't meet him however
but called on Mr. Lumgair. He has a nice house yonder with Peaches, Pears &c growing up
the front of it. He went down to Tweed for an hour with us. We however continued till
about 5 wandering up the length of Old Melrose and caught 38 Trouts. We walked home by
Monksford, passing through Newstead it is fully 3 miles. Mr. and Mrs. Freer, Mr. and Mrs.
Dunn, her sister were at tea. They are very agreeable people. Mr. Freer left us his Microscope.
17 Tuesday
A very beautiful day. More cloudy than usual but as warm as ever. Father and John went up
to the Train at 10 o'Clock and brought down Aunt Jane who came to spend the day with us
from Maxpoffle. She was telling us that Mr. Millar had come here yesterday and not finding
us went down with his young son, walking and fishing down the Tweed as far as Newtown,
4 miles of terrible roads. We went down to Tweed to-day, crossing the Gattonside Bridge
and fishing as far as the Scar. The Ladies followed us which made it partake of more genteelity than usual. Aunt Jane took the Rod a while and caught 2. It wasn't bad at all. We
caught 9 Trouts. She left us at 6. We had a walk in the evening up the Eildon Hills. There
was a caravan erected here to-night showing figures by clockwork. We didn't go.
18 Wednesday
Weather still glorious. Warm although still cloudy. The "Triumviri" as usual went to Tweed
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side to pursue our piscatory labours. It was a very pleasant Excursion to-day. We set out
just at the part of the river near to Melrose and there caught, to our equal' surprise and
delight, a good sized Trout. We then proceeded by the Scar as far as Leaderfoot, a small
village on Tweedside. The Banks of the river are very fine in that part. We there put up
returning home through Newstead laden with 50 Trouts. We were just in time to give Miss
Allan a few home with her. She left in the 6 o'Clock Train. She was a pleasant companion
to mother as well as to the rest of us. Afterseeingheroffwe met the Rev. Mr. Dobie 417 and
his newly married wife. We next spoke to Uncle John in the Train - Mrs. Maclean 418 came
out to spend a day or two with us.

19 Thursday
A good deal cloudier to-day than usual but as warm as ever. Father left in the 10 o'clock train
for Edinburgh enjoying the company of Aunt Jane the length ofDalkieth. Mr. folly's Sons
came about the same hour to spend the day with us. We entertained them with firing away
with our pistol. I was getting my fishing rod end repaired, indeed I got a new end altogether,
for which the fellow charged 1/6. The Jollys and we had a walk up to the Quarry419 on the
side of the Hill after dinner. They left us about 6 o'clock. Mrs. Maclean seems to be liking
this place very much as has every one who has been here. By the by Mr. Ballantyne of
Earlston's brother4 20 called. He is a minister but as yet a probationer. He is a very agreeable
person. Read "Household Words" with much pleasure.
20 Friday
Still cloudy and a little rain in the morning. John and I went down to try the fishing at the
Tweed. We thought this would be a fine day for the fish jumping at the fly but we were disappointed as we only got one. It was misty all day. In the afternoon I read "Household
Words". That periodical is increasing rather than diminishing in interest. The "Three
'Detective' Anecdotes" 4200 are very curious and interesting, especially the third called "the
Sofa". "Evil is wrought by want of thought" 421 is verified in the Tale bearing that motto.
"A Cottage Memory"422 is a touching Poem. "Fate Days" 423 is quite true though severe.
"An Irish Peculiarity" 424 is also worthy of notice. Mother and Mrs. Maclean was at Mr.
Williamson's at tea. Prior Bank is now sold to Mr. Tait, 425 the wellknown Publisher of
Tait's Magazine. The Property is 47 Acres and a fine house.
21 Saturday
This morning has been very cloudy which turned out what we expected a very wet day. We
were, at least John and I, breakfasting with Mr. Dunn at ½ past 8 o'clock. He is a very
agreeable man. He is still intent on father buying Darnlee or at least giving in what he would
consider, an adequate offer. I wish father would do it. Mr. Dunn is remarkably fond of his
children and exhibits in a pleasing manner, the gentleman and the Christian. He lent us
Waverley. I have been reading it to-day. The account of the Education of Edward Waverley
is very interesting as well as useful. So is the description of Bradwardine and his daughter,
altogether it promises to be very interesting, amusing and instructive. John and I went down
to try the fishing for a little. People say that fish take when it rains and although we had
plenty of it as it rained very heavily, yet we didn't get one. I can't understand it at all. Miss
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Eliza Maclean came to-day to go with her mother to Maxpoffle to-night. We are enjoying
ourselves here very much, the best proof of which is that time flies with railway speed here
compared with when in Edinburgh; our time here is coming to a close while cold nights and
dark nights by 7 o'clock proclaim in too plain terms that Winter is approaching. I see by the
Newspapers that the Queen is expected back to Edinburgh in the second week of October.
We will be home by that time so that we will see her. There will have to be some holidays at
School about that time. Dr. Webster4 26 has been executed at America. He confessed before
his death that the murder was premeditated, so that his former confession was all false.
Mrs. and Miss E. Maclean left us at 6 o'clock.

22 Sunday
The weather is quite changed again, it is, to-day, quite sunny although the rain has evidently
purified the air as it feels much "thinner". John and I went to the Established Church to-day.
It is a very light, pretty Kirk and large too. Mr. Murray has a capital congregation. He
preached from Psalm CXI. 9. It was a good Sermon, much better than I conjectured. He
prays exceedingly well. He retired and then another minister took his place whom we didn't
know at all. (Mr. Romaines of Canada) [The name of the minister is added interiineally,
presumably later.) He preached rather a good Discourse from Jeremiah XVII. 9. We got
out about 2 o'clock. In the evening we went to the Free Church where the Rev. Dr. Hetherington427 of Free St. Paul's, Edinr. preached a talented attack on Puseyism from the Text
in John IV. 23, 24. He was much too severe remarking e. g. that any man who had worshipped
God in spirit would look on the Forms of Episcopal Worship as "mumblings and nonsense".
23 Monday
A beautiful day again. Sunny, warm and rather sultry. Aunt Boyd came by the 10 o'clock
Train to see us as it is now a fortnight since we had met before but she had to return to Maxpoffle as the late Lord Provost Black428 and his whole family were there spending the day
with them. By the way I wrote a Letter to father before breakfast. John and I again made a
desperate attempt at the fishing but was again very unsuccessful. All the afternoon I read
Waverley with increased pleasure. I can't but admire the fine, patriotic character of Hora
Macl ver especially devoid of those selfish motives which actuated her brother. Her Poetry
is also capital. In the evening we and mother called at Mr. Williamson's to see if Miss
Williamson could accompany us to Maxpoffle on Thursday. We walked to Darnick. A fine
night.
24 Tuesday
Another delightful day. How long is this fine weather to continue? We received a letter
from our Landlady Mrs. Wilson asking us when we intend to leave. I don't think she has
any right to know till we please. She is rather a strongminded woman or as Dickens would
have it "a lady of gentlemanly deportment". We received another from father which also
hints about our coming home. We got another from Christopher Aitchison tending to the
same sorrowful and revolting and depressing conclusion. But as Mrs. Gamp429 says, "Sech
is life, which is the hend of all things." We tried the fishing with more success to-day. Got 6
Trouts. Read Waverley all afternoon. It is doubly interesting. Mrs. Gardner4 30 and Miss
M. Gardner her youngest daughter came by the 6 o'clock Train to spend a few days with us.
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25 Wednesday
This has again been a fine day. Warm and Sunny. We had a walk in the forenoon with Mrs.
Gardner-and her daughter Alexandrina, away by Darnick. Our Visitors are highly delighted
with Melrose and the surrounding country. We tried (with no success) the fishing, to entertain Miss A. Gardner. I finished Waverley to-night. I was highly delighted with it and felt
sorry when I ended it. I can say, I think, without a reservation, that it is the finest I ever.read.
Stirring incident - glowing description of scenery- portraiture of character are its characteristics and one can't but feel that the warmhearted hero would look back with great delight
on his exciting career from the seclusion of Waverly - Honour and perhaps shed a tear
when he thought of the misfortune and death ofVich Ian Vohr.
26 Thursday
Cloudy and showers this morning but it cleared up by noon. We and our guests, accompanied
by Miss Williamson went up to Maxpoffle in the 10 o'clock Train. There we met Mr. Somerville the Mission Secretary and Mrs. Maclean who is still with Aunt. The symptom of Autumn
which never fails viz. the falling of the leaves, is very discernible. I took the opportunity of
reading one of Shakespeare's Plays while there, "Taming the Shrew". The husband did it
most effectually. We left, of course, by the 6 o'clock Train. Mrs. Murray from the Manse
had called. This is the third time she has done so and found us out. I wrote a Note to father
enclosing Mrs. Wilson's Letter, that he might answer it rather than us. A fine night.
27 Friday
This hasn't been such an agreeable day. It rained all day. The roads are very bad in consequence. We went out and got a walk by St. Helen's to get some minnows for Miss Alexa
Gardner. I got a Letter from father this morning. He says that the Bookcase is 'finished and
that he has added several Books to our Library. He didn't mention their names so that I am
very curious to know. Mr. Williamson called to ask us to tea to-night. We remained in all
afternoon it was so wet and disagreeable. We then set off for Mr. Williamson's. Both he
and his sister are very agreeable people. We had a game with the Bagatelle Board. I like it
very much although I prefer our China Balls. We left about½ past 8 and at that early hour
it was actually "pitch dark" and raining constantly till a late hour.
28 Saturday
Strange to say the rain is off and it is as beautiful a day as ever we have had. I have been
mistaken, however. Time tells a different tale. Scarcely had I written the above when the
rain commenced as if to tease me. We had a walk up by Dingleton between showers although
the pleasure of the walk was greatly impaired by our having to "wale" our steps all the way.
We met Thomas Jolly from Bowden who came to spend the day with us. The people said
that with Salmon Roe the Trouts would take very well to-day. But scarcely had we come to
the Tweedside and saw the flooded manner of the river than a terrible storm came on which
drove us home drenched and very uncomfortable. In the afternoon I read a little Book
which Mr. Williamson lent Alexa last night called "Mick and Nick". It isn't well written at
all. Thomas Jolly went home by the 6 o'clock Train where we also met father who came
to-night. The Books he has added which I was so curious to know are, Smith's "Wealth of

84

A SCHOOLBOY'S DIARY FOR

A SCHOOLBOY'S DIARY FOR

1850

Nations" and his "Moral Sentiment", Paley's Works, Smollet's England Chalmer's Tron
Church Sermons. The choice is good and will adorn our now finished Bookcase. I was reading the Newspaper of to-day which father brought. The queen, so says report, is coming to
Edinr. by the end of next week on her way to Osborne and to remain only a day or two in
Holyrood. It is a pity as she will disappoint a great many myself included. There is an Extract
from Punch purporting to show that the "Flunkey" who attended her Majesty on Arthur
Seat was an Englishman not a Scotch Man. 431 Mrs. Dunn junr. called to-night.

29 Sunday
This has been a very fine day, although showery now and then. We went as usual to the U.P.
Church. Mr. Williamson was at Selkirk, inducting Mr. Lawson432 there, (I think). Mr.
Lawrence from Canada preached a pretty good Discourse from Hebrew's VI. 7 and another
from Isaiah LV. 3. He looks very like a Canadian. I was reading the Life of Newton, the
early life of whom is liker Romance than reality. It is almost incredible to read of the hairbreadth escapes which he made in his various voyages. We went to the Free Church in the
evening. Mr. Campbell preached from Isaiah XLVIII. 16-19. It was a capital Sermon. He
has better opportunity of "coming out" than the other ministers, as his evening Sermon
brings out Establish[ed], United Presbyterian, Independant people.

30 Monday
A fine day again but dreadfully cold. Still it is a healthy, bracing air. We tried the Salmon
Roe fishing to-day again. We got two good sized ones and altogether 6 Trouts. I don't like
that sort of fishing at all, it is quite an inactive performance much prefer Fly Fishing. I was
reading "Household Words" "Two Chapters on Forgery"433 is very interesting as well as
useful. So are indeed all the other Articles in No. 26 which completes Vol I. This periodical
is sustaining its character admirably. There is not I'm sure a better conducted Periodical
published. No. 27. has some first rate Papers in it too. "Zoological Sessions"434 is comical
and clever. "The Warilans ofWelland"435 is also interesting. "The Subscription List" 436 is
true though severe.
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OCTOBER

1 Tuesday
A fine day to begin the Month with. Biting cold however. Father, John and I went up the
water as far as Darnick Bridge to try the Fishing with Fly. I have been more successful
to-day than ever. We caught26 Trouts altogether. I caught 10 of them, one of which was by
far the largest of the whole. Father, the other 10. John the remaining 6. I am congratulating
myself on my piscatory powers. We tried it again in the afternoon but with no success. An
piscis potest amare piscatorem? 437 Mr. Maclean438 from Edinburgh called on his way to
Maxpoffle and left Chnstma his sister here till to-morrow morning. Mrs. Freer called and
gave us 3 stones from the Fairy Dean, 439 and a large Jasper found there. We saw the
Northern Lights very distinctly to-night. John wrote to Cr. Aitchison.

2 Wednesday
A fine, bracing day again. Mrs. and Miss Alexa Gardiner44° t?gether w!th Miss C~ristin_a
Maclean who met her brother at the Station, left us by the 10 o clock Tram. The Railway 1s
a cruel thing for taking away friends. Mrs. Gardiner is a very agreeable, in~elligent perso~.
The Maxpoffle friends came by the Train that our other friends went away m. Mr. Lumga1r
also accompanied them. Mary Davidson, Cousin John, my brother and I had a walk by St.
Helen's. Father fished a little and caught upwards of a dozen. One a very large one. We all
went in with Mr. Williamson to the Flower Show held here to-day. There were some fine
fruits. All our friends left at 6. I quite forgot to mention that Miss Nancy Allan came
yesterday at 10 A.M .

3 Thursday
Another Beautiful, warm day. Father, John and I went away to Tweedside to-day, of course.
We tried the Water at St. Helen's where we got26 Trouts, 2 of which were capital big ones.
The folly's from Bowden came to spend the day with us. I was particularly pleased with an
article in "Household Words" No. 27 entitled "Genius and Liberty". 441 There are in it
decided marks of talent, while the Remarks are not only original buttrue. I don't know ofa
better Composition of the kind. The folly's left us in the afternoon. We then all went to
Mr. Dunn's to tea where we met the Rev. Mr. Williamson and Sister, Mr. Freer and lady,
and a Mr. Spence and daughter. We spent a very pleasant evening and came away about 9.
I quite omitted to mention that the Rev. George Deans442 and Lady paid us a visit last night.
He is of Portobello.

4 Friday
A pleasant, mild day again till about 2 o'clock when ther~ was a pretty heavy ~bower. Mr
Gardiner443 from Edinburgh came to spend a day or two with us. He accompanied us to the
Fishing. We went to the same spot as we were yesterday but weren't so successful to-day,
killing only 21 Trouts and all of them small. We were reading Dr. Anderson's444 Reply in
the U.P. Magazine for October to the strong language used by a Writer in the Free Church
Magazine in reviewing his work on Regeneration. Dr. Anderson is very severe. We took
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Freer's to tea to-night where we met the Rev. Mr. Williamson and Miss Williamson, Mr.
and Mrs. Dunn and Dr. Brown (M.D.). 449 Spent a very happy last night with them.

Mr. Gardiner to see Melrose Abbey, with which he was much delighted. Every renewal of
my visit discovers something else to admire. John the Baptist at the Window looking into
the Churchyard445 is expressive. Mr. and Mrs. Freer, Mr. and Mrs. Dunn and Mr. and Miss
Williamson were at tea.

8 Tuesday
Edinburgh, 14 Scotland Street-This morning Mrs. Wilson, our Landlady came to take the
Inventory. John and father were breakfasting with Mr. Dunn. We also tried the fishing a
little but were very unsuccessful, only getting 4 Trouts, thus our beginning and end are the
same. After all our packing we took a walk to a spot which Mr. Dunn wishes us to join him
in buying, as a site for a house; it commands a noble view of the large window of Melrose
Abbey and of the Tweed, hidden now and then by the plantations as far as Leaderfoot. We
came home in the 6 o'clock Train. I felt very sorry indeed at leaving "fair Melrose" with all
the agreeable friendships contracted there but I was half reconciled when I came into our
old abode again while I was so pleasingly disappointed450 regarding our Bookcase, no less
than the New Books.

5 Saturday
This was a very fine morning, perhaps rather sunny at so early a time of the day. Mr. Gardiner
and Miss Nancy Allan accompanied us all in the 10 o'clock Train to Newtown. There, with
the exception of mother and John who went up direct to Maxpoffle, we went to Dryburgh
Abbey to show our friends that Ruin. The ferryman told us that at the place where they
crossed the Tweed was 12 Feet deep. I was again delighted with Dryburgh Abbey, and
horrified at the look of the Dungeons which are yet shown, struck with the stone Coffin
which was recently discovered and amazed at the size of the Abbey when entire, pleased
with the St. Catherine's window and feasted my eyes on the old Yew Tree, (as old as the
Abbey, viz 700 years, it having been founded A.O. 1150) admired the statue of Sir Issac
Newton and gazed with strange emotions on the Tomb of the First and the last Sir Walter
Scott of Abbotsford, interested in the Druidical Relic446 and wondered very much at the
complete preservation of the walls of the Abbey. We then wended our way up to Wallace's
Tower from which he had a splendid view of the country while the Tweed wrote its way
through the country like a crystal zone, now hidden by a plantation and now bursting out at
a part we least expected it. We had then a long, tiresome, fatiguing walk to Maxpoffle where
we arrived in time for dinner. We met the Jollys' there. The day continued fine till about
5 o'clock when on our road back to the train when it rained very heavily all the time -we
arrived here safe and sound highly delighted with our "ain fireside" all night.

9 Wednesday
A very fine day again although the air feels very cold. I called on Christopher and Charles
Aitchison; and then on Aunt Jane. Margaret isn't looking very well but better than I expected
from the accounts we had got of her. I then went up and entered on the Second Year of the
High School. Dr. Boyd is quite the same and his appearance brought to my mind our old
connexion. I can't say I have quite fallen in love with the School yet for my mind goes back
to the happy, very happy days which we spent in Melrose. Jacobina, Alison and Betsy
Davidson were here at tea to-night. So was John from Maxpoffle. He has been at Mr.
Lumgair's marriage with Miss Gray. It has been a splendid "turnout". It took place yesterday. John and I have been arranging the Bookcase and entering the Books in a Catalogue.

6 Sunday
It rained with short intervals all day and often very heavily. As usual we were at the U .P
Church. Mr. Williamson preached or rather lectured from John XVI 24-28. It was a very
interesting and instructive Lecture. His Sermon was also a great improvement on his former
Discourses. It was from Psalm XX. 7. During the long intervall read "Pastoral Recollections
and Gleanings" No. 3 which appear in the U.P. Magazine just now. 447 This month's sketch
is very striking and the Author's style is very elegant and pleasing. I read also "Sessions"448
by Mr. Dunn, the writer here. It is very plain, but sensible. We were at the Free Church in
the evening. Mr. Campbell preached from John Vl.37. Did very well. Heavy rain all night.

10 Thursday
A fine day but rather coldish; with an occasional shower. I went to Schciol this morning
again, the same as before. Still I find myself often thinking of Melrose and the pleasant
Society we had there. I learned my lessons in the afternoon. I drew 59 in the class yesterday
- I am now 28. 451 We got an early tea and set off to see the arrival of the Queen and after a
great deal of knocking about, (it was so dark) we got to the side of her Drive but, like the
many thousands that were there, we could see nothing but the lamps of Her Carriage. The
variegated lamps which marked out the road along which she drove, did no good whatever.
There was a very large "bonfire" on the very top of Arthur Seat which would be seen at a
great distance. We returned home very tired at about½ past 9.

7 Monday
To-day is much like yesterday. Raining a great deal. Aunt Boyd called from Maxpoffle.
We went out to try the fishing with Bait but the Tweed was too much flooded and we were
very unsuccessful not getting any indeed. I was writing an Article for the "Manuscript
Magazine" which is going to be conducted by several members of our Society. It is rather
like making up at the eleventh hour. It is entitled "A Summer Trip". By the way John got a
letter this morning from the Secretary of our Society telling him that he was unanimously
elected President. Mr. Gardner and Miss Nancy Allan left us this morning. We went to Mr.

11 Friday
This is a delightful day again. I was at School all day (15). I am hardly reconciled to it yet. In
the afternoon Aunt Eben called with little Robert. I glanced at my Lessons for a little. We
then went over in a Coach to Aunt Davidson's to tea. We saw a fire still on Arthur's Seat
but I don't think it was the fire which was burning last night. By the way John went up this
morning to try and get a glimpse of Victoria but she was too quick for him as she was off at
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8 o'clock precisely. It is too bad of her, however, going away so soon when she was confidently expected to stay for several days. She is a fine Lady however. We spent a very
pleasant night with the Davidsons coming home about 10.

12 Saturday
This has been a fine, clear frosty day and very healthful no doubt. I was at School as usual
(12). We have commenced our weekly Poetical Extract. Our first this Session was from
Matt~ew Prior, 452 a Paraphrase of the 13th. Chapter of Corinthians on Charity. It is a
beautiful passage and the finest, or one of the finest Critics, viz. Johnson has characterized
it as "eminently beautiful". Dr. Boyd proposes that we should write it out as an Exercise
marking the emphatic words, writing explanatory Notes to any allusions in the Poem and
supplyi~g "."ords where Elliptical expressions occur. It is a difficult affair particularly the
last which 1s worse than both the others. I went into York Place and got my Milk which
supersedes the Porter. 453 I took a walk with John and bought Nos 1 and 2 of Oliver Twist. 454
I then came home and learned my Lessons after which I commenced Oliver Twist. It
promises to be a very nice story. We then (about 4 o'clock) went to Mr. Dickson's,455 the
Clothier, to get me a Peacoat as the weather is getting so cold. I got my hair cut also as there
was great need of it. Charles Aitchison came down to spend the night with us. He is very
much pleased with our Library which we have been arranging for several days. There has
been a great deal of News in the Papers about the Queen and lots of stories about her interviews with, and kindness to, the country people at Balmoral.
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15 Tuesday
A fine, frosty, clear day. I was at School as usual. (2) I have commenced my usual custom
last year ofreading Oliver Twist during 11 and twelve when in at lunch. Little Oliver shows
a fine, noble, manly spirit when he visits Noah Claypole with his vengence for holding his
deceased mother in ridicule. Noah is a regular "sumph"; 461 and one feels quite pleased at
the thought of our young hero leaving the Undertaker on whom, by the way, he is very
severe. I learned my Lessons this afternoon. "Household Words" No. 29. has some capital
articles. The "Germans' Idea of the Scotch"462 is a comical thing. Mr. Irvine took tea with
us to-night. Uncle John has been at supper here last night and to-night again. This is a fine
night but cold.

16 Wednesday
A beautiful day again; the former part was exceedingly windy but the air being balmy made
it warmer than several days previous. At School as usual.(3). "Oliver Twist" grows in
interest. It is a most unaccountable thing how Dickens knows so much of the slang of London
thieves. Young Oliver (No. 3) is getting into bad company now and a person seldom comes
out from among them as good, almost invariably the worse. I am still snatching a minute or
two to think of Melrose, of Tweed and of our many happy, piscatory Excursions. Time will
soon fly away and we will again be enjoying our pleasant sports. Miss Cameron called.
Mrs. Aitchison called after tea. John and I spent a pleasant evening with Christopher and
Charles Aitchison. Clear, starry night.

13 Sunday

17 Thursday

This is much the same sort of day as yesterday, cold but clear. I was at Portsburgh in the
forenoon. _It i~ newly painted. 456 I t_hink it is rather light oak. Mr. Robertson is considerably
~dvanc~d m his Lectures on Genesis. He was to-day in the 18th. Chapter 1- 16. It was a very
mterestmg Lecture and his Remarks on Politeness springing from Christianity were very
good. I went with mother in the afternoon to Free St. Stephen's where the Rev. Mr.
Lorimer4 57 of Cockenzie preached a tolerable Sermon from Ezekiel XXXVI. 37. His
manner is very peculiar. I read in the evening the Second of Dr. Chalmers' Tron Dis~ourses:458 They are masterpieces - all of them. I also read his Memoirs. They are very
mterestmg.

This is another fine, mild day. At School as usual (5) Jacobina Davidson and little Tommy
came to spend the day with us. After getting my lessons we went out and had a walk down
by Inverlieth Row. I noticed in the course of our walk that the corner of Clermont Crescent
is greatly improved by the new houses which are building there. Jacobina and Tommy left
us after tea. I have taken up the whole evening with reading Hannah More's Tradgedy
"Percy". 463 I read the "Inflexible Captive" 464 last night. I liked it very well but nothing to
compare with "Percy". Never could I recollect from any of her other writings that she had
such decided genius till I read that interestingTradgedy. Her language is forcible eloquent
and not unfrequently poetical.

14 Monday

18 Friday

This is another cold day with occasional showers. I was at School as usual. (11) In the afternoon I learned my Lessons. They are very easy just now and there are very few chances of
'.'gettin~ up"459 I fi~ishe~ the first two Nos. of Oliver Twist. It is an interesting and as yet
mstruct1ve story. His ca:1catures of Chimney Sweepers are very cutting but I am afraid they
can hardly be called Caricatures but rather Portraits of the cruelty which boys were subjected
to. "Household Words" No. 28. Has some capital articles in it. "Cathederal No. 2" is an
entertaining account. "Irish Stationers" is a very clear insight into Roman catholic Pilgrimages. "Metheuselah Pills" is a severe satire on Quack Professors. 460 Jacobina Davidson
called to-night.

Another beautiful, warm day. At School as usual (5). I came away at 1 o'clock to go with
Father and John to Draydon.465 Father was going on business - to see what repairs were
needed on a mosoleum in that Estate. Mr Archibald Scott466 accompanied us to counsel
with father. We took a coach as it is full 5 miles from Edinburgh. It is a beautiful estate and
the Avenue to the House is very fine. The Mansion House is very large and noble looking.
It began to rain a little as we returned but we enjoyed the drive very much. We arrived here
about 5 o'clock. Mother was away to Miss Allan's at Portobello to tea. John and I went up
to the Society Meeting. Christopher Aitchison read an Essay on H. Kirk White. Very
good, I fear, too good.
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19 Saturday
A fine, warm, mild day al~hough ra_ther dull. At School as usual till 11 o'clock (4). I went to
York Place as usual to drmk my milk and read "Oliver Twist" who is now - after his cruel
treatment from Mr. Fang - comfortably seated at a fire in the hospitable house of Mr
Br~wnlow. The latt~r is a ch_aracter whom most of us would do well to copy; he is charac~
tensed by an open, liberal, kmd heart which few possess and a tear for the unfortunate and
the honest but poor of his fellow creatures which all would do well to have. I read the newspapers "".hen I came home. There are very few news worth mentioning. I got my Lessons
b~fore dmner too so that I haven't been idle. Aunt Eben called to ask us to tea on Monday
mght. Agre~d. (~s the Synod would say). In the afternoon accompanied by Charles Aitchison
and Mrs. A1tch1son to Portobello per train from which we walked up to Duddingston as
mother wanted to order some meal from the Mill467 and as we wanted a walk. It was a fine
afternoon and we enjoyed it exceedingly. Charles makes a very pleasant companion. We
came home by th~ London Road and it struck me that it is a long way from this as I felt, do
fe~l a~d ~m feelmg my feet beating disagreeably. We were up a few minutes at Mrs.
A1tch1son s where we were practising Sacred Music. We· saw the Fireworks going off in
grand style from the Zoological Gardens. 468

two gentlemen and a lady shown into Bridewell, one of the former seemed highly elated
with the cheering prospect as he danced about to the great amusement of the spectators
while he informed them that it was "jist for nine month" from which we were led to infer
that that was the term of his residence there. Mrs. Gellatly called. So did Christopher
Aitchison. It is a fine clear night.

23 Wednesday
A fine day again and not so frosty as yesterday. At School as usual (6). My daily allowance
of "Oliver Twist" afforded me great pleasure this forenoon. It increases in interest. Sikes is
a bad fellow. So is Fagin. Nancy seems to have taken an interest in Oliver. What the upshot
will be, not knowing, can't tell. I read the "Guernsey Tradition"473 from Household Words
to mother. It is a simple, pleasing incident, rendered more so from the old Ballad Style in
which it is written. After tea I commenced Macaulay's History of England474 which we
have just bought. I read it aloud to mother and intend doing so. I am still at the Introductory
part but his style is most beautiful and his sentences are all finished specimens of Composition.

20 Sunday

24 Thursday

A fine mild day although rather windy. We were at Portsburgh in the forenoon. Mr. Robertson had a pretty good Lecture to-day from Genesis XVIII. 16 to the end. He remarked that
several excellent quali_tie~ of Abraham in this most remarkable Human Intercessory Prayer.
~ e see that he owns his vileness before God- he owns God's righteous judgement-we see
his love for the souls of his fellow men. We learn also that the "effectual fervent prayer avails
much and ~h_at God does not delight in mercy. At Free St. Stephen's in the afternoon. The
Re~. F. G1Ihes preached from Psalm LXXXV. 9, 10. I have been reading Dr. Hamilton's
"Life of Lady Colquohn" with great pleasure. 469 Dr. Hamilton is a very felicitous writer.

This being the Fast day previous to the sacrament I wasn't of course at School nor will not
be till Tuesday next. It has been a good deal of rain during the night and is now very cold.
At Ports burgh all day. Mr. Young475 of Dunfermline preached both times. His first Sermon
was from Ephesians III.8. "The unsearchable riches of Christ". His second was on Luke I.32.
"He shall be great". Mr. Young is possessed ofno small ability and elaboration and study
are at once discovered to be the leading characteristics of his Discourses. I particularly liked
his Second Sermon. Reading "Chalmers" all night with great pleasure. Uncle John came
down to supper to-night. He was, as usual, full of Maxpoffle.

21 Monday

25 Friday

An_oth~r ?ne day'. rather cold and frosty. At School as usual (4). Reading Oliver Twist.
Gn~"".1g 1s a comical fellow and his character is well depicted. He seems to delight in contrad1ctmg _good Mr. Brownlow. I fear young Oliver's scrapes are not at an end. I saw the
70
flag4 wh'.ch was hoisted on Lord Nelson's ship hoisted now on the top of his monument.
Aunt Davidson was here at dinner. Household Words has some capital articles in it for last
week. "The New Zealand Zauberfl6te" 471 is an interesting thing. "Monster Co~certs"472
rather severe on our Native Bagpipes. We went to Uncle Eben's to tea and supper. Uncle
John was there also. John went to an Arithmetic Class to-night.

This has been a fine day although rather showery. I had a walk up the Town in the forenoon
-a privelege I seldom enjoy now. Of course there is a great number of people going about
to-day, being a sort of holiday. I couldn't however remain out long as the rain came on pretty
heavy, so I took refuge in York Place, where I had my usual read of Oliver Twist. He is still
the Slave of Fagin who intends sending him with Sikes to assist at the housebreaking. How
he will get on there I can't tell yet. Time will in this case as in most others show. Helen
Davidson called to-night. There was a Debate to-night at the Society on "Whether the fear
of punishment or the hope of reward was the greatest incentive to action."

22 Tuesday

26 Saturday

Thi_s is again a beauti~ul day. Frost~ although fine and warm. At School as usual. (6). Oliver
Tw1~t at 11. M~ fears m regard to him are realized. Miss Nancy and Mr. Sikes have got hold
of.him and h~ 1s n?~ in the tender embraces of "the Merry Old Gentleman." I am sorry to
thmk that Gnmw1g s prophecy will be realized. In the afternoon learned my Lessons. I saw

This has been a fine day and no rain although rather frosty. I was reading from Tytler's
History of Scotland an Account of the doings of James I of Scotland. I purpose writing his
Times and Character for a Society Essay. I have already written the Preface to it. It is rather
a dry subject but perhaps it is a greater exercise of the mind to write on such a subject than
an easy one. Household Words for this week is very interesting and instructive. I didn't
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30 Wednesday

think so much of "Lively Turtle"476 as of some of the rest. "Two Adventures at Sea"4 77 is a
very entertaining Sketch. "Protected Cradles" 478 is a useful Article. The little Poem4 79 is a
sweet little thing. There isn't much news in the Papers to-day. A great deal of stuff is said
about the Annuity Tax. 480 I put my Money into the Savings Bank to-day. We were at Portsburgh in the afternoon. Mr. Frew481 of St. Ninian's preached an able Sermon from II.
Corinthians V .6,8. He is a very able preacher; his style of preaching and his gestures in the
pulpit are both elegant. It is getting cold and dark now, and Winter, in a day or two, will
have commenced with great vigour. Misses Stenhouse and Hunter called. The former
wishes to fill the situation of Housekeeper or something like that in Gillespies Hospital. 482
Mr. and Miss Duncan from 1 Heriot Row were here at tea. The former is a very aimiable
and agreable gentleman. He is a pleasant person for company and is very intelligent. Uncle
John was here also.

This has been a very fine day again and not quite so cold. At School as usual (1). John is
considerably better and up all day. In the afternoon I learned my Lessons and afterwards I
read to-day's Newspaper. There is a report of the Annuity Tax Meeting4 87 which was held
in James' Place Church. 488 Mr. Duncan, 1 Heriot Row-Chairman. I see there have been
some clever speeches delivered. There are sometimes some Chartist-like proceedings as
well as Speeches. I didn't like e.g. Councillor Gray holding up a pair of handcuffs for inspection which was of no use whatever. Aunt Davidson was here at tea. I have been writing a
little more of my Essay. Miss Robertson, 489 India Street called to-night.

31 Thursday
This has been another fine, mild day. Not frosty atalL I was at School as usual (1). I got out
"Tales from Shakespeare", by Charles and Miss Lamb. They give you a capital insight into
the the story of the Play and after that you can much more easily appreciate the beauties of
Shakespeare as it takes all your attention to understand the Plot in the Play itself so that
you overlook the Poetry of it. John is considerably better to-day. I have been reading a little
more of "Oliver Twist", he is just preparing for the expedition- I wonder how he will get
on. Mother is at Miss Robertson's ofindia Street at tea to-night. Helen and Alison Davidson
were here calling.

27 Sunday
A fine day and a good deal of rain. We were as usual at Portsburgh where Mr. Robertson
preached what is best known as the "Action" Sermon 483 from II. Corinthians V. 21. It was
characterized by his usual ability. I was at Free St. Stephen's in the afternoon where several
Sacremental Addresses were delivered. In the evening, through a good quantity of rain, I
fought my w_ay up to Portsburgh with the rest and heard Mr. Frew of St. Ninian's who
preached another capital Sermon from I. Corinthians VI. 19, 20. Walter Davidson was
here at tea. Chalmers' Life interests me very much. His Speech in support of the Parochial
School is admirable. It is so much to the point and so much in it. His letters are characteristic.

28 Monday
A finer day than yesterday and no rain. Still cold. At Portsburgh at 11 o'clock. Mr. Frew
preached from Haggai II. 7. "The Desire ( i e necessity) of all nations." He considered I. That
men felt the Necessity of Pardon and Reconciliation. II. Of Deliverance from the thraldom
of Sin. III. Of Support in Trouble. IV. Of Deliverance from the Fear of Death. It was
decidedly the best of the Three Sermons he has preached. There were some brilliant passages
in it; and there is no doubt he is a talented preacher. Prepared my Lessons for to-morrow in
the afternoon. Uncle John and young John an<:I John Davidson were here at tea. John Boyd
came in to-day. Christopher and Mrs. Aitchison here to-night. Had a discussion with the
former all night.

29 Tuesday
A fine day; still frosty. There is little heat in the sun even in a day like this. I was away to
School this morning again (1). We began the New Lessons in the Delectus 484 to-day. John
has been unwell since last night with a severe cold. He was in bed till after tea, but is now a
little better. Mr. Robertson, the minister and his lady were calling this forenoon . The former
highly delighted with our Library. The Misses Lumgair were calling also. I got my Lessons
in the afternoon and was reading "Cape Sketches" 485 in Household Words. They are very
informing. "Give Wisely" 486 an interesting little anecdote. I have had a Strong pull at my
Essay to-night. I have now about 3 pages of my best copy written and a good deal more in
the scroll.
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1 Friday
Winter has been ushered in by a sultry morning, very unusual for this season. It feels particularly disagreeable and out of season, I decidedly like the frosty air in frosty seasons. At
School as usual. (3). I have come, in Oliver Twist, to "the burglary" and the very unpleasant
consequences which followed on young Oliver. Sikes is a great blackgaurd. Miss Allan was
here to dinner and tea. Mrs. Miller and little John490 were calling. So was Aunt Jane. I have
finished my Exercise for School. It consists in writing out "Charity" by Prior- understroking
the emphatic words- supplying the elliptical words- and giving Notes to some references
in the Poem. No easy job. I was up at Christopher's. He had written to the Members that
there was no meeting-John being unwell.

5 Tuesday
A fine day, at least better than yesterday. There has been no rain to-day compared with
yesterday. At School as usual. (1). In the afternoon I got my lessons and afterwards read
Household Words. 497 Mrs. Wharton's "Ghost" is told very effectively. "Bits of Life in
Munich" by a Lady is very interesting- giving a very good idea of everyday manners there.
"The Golden Age" a real Poem is capital. The "New Zealand Zauberflote" sustained its
character to the end. "The doom of English Wills" is very severe this week, more so than
ever. I was reading "Oliver Twist" all night. It increases in interest. Rose May lie is a finely
delineated character. The cowardice of Giles is firstrate.

2 Saturday
A fine morning and hardly so cold as it was yesterday and very windy. At School as usual (3).
Dr. Boyd occupied the whole two hours in examining our Poetic Exercises and making an
Appendix of his own. He gave more satisfactory evidence of the non-existence of Faith and
Hope in Heaven than ever I have heard, and agrees with the sentiment of the Poet that
" - - - constant Faith and holy Hope shall die,
One lost in certainty and one in joy."
I ha vent quite settled this in my own mind y~t but I lean to the Poet's opinion. 4 91 John is
much better and was out with mother and I, getting a walk. We had a very good one, round
by the Regent Terrace to Mr. Glover's Church 492 and across the Calton Hill, arriving
opposite the Jail. There was a fine bracing air on the hill unknown to the streetwalkers of
Edin.burgh. Aunt Eben ~ailed while we were at dinner. But she was scarce in when tempestas
homda coelum contrax1t. 493 The rain fell in torrents- the hail in showers which threatened
to break the glass - the thunder rolled in loud and continued peals. It was terribly sudden
and alarmingly dark. John and I called on Christopher Aitchison to-day. I have been getting
my Lessons-writing my Essay with more spirit-reading the Newspapers- "cra[c]king" with
Christopher who has just called-and, the very fair deduction from such premises, very busy.

6 Wednesday
This is another fine day. Rather frosty. At School as usual (3). Dr. Boyd read us the Address
from the High School to the Carson family sympathising with them on his death the Rector
is to present it and at the same time to ask if they would object to the High School Pupils
attending the funeral. I have heard that they are to accompany it and to wear crape on the
left arm. Got my Lessons. Aunt Jane called. Have been reading Oliver Twist with
increased interest. Sikes is an awful fellow and to crown all a murderer. Poor Nancy! What
a miserable end. John is at his Class to-night for the first time. A cold windy night.
7 Thursday
A stormy day; a high wind; showers ofrain now and then, and altogether it is very disagree•

3 Sunday

4 Monday
This has been a terribly, stormy, coarse day. Rain after rain (to be poetical) came "dancing

95

to the earth." The wind has been howling dismally and it is just such a day as one can feel
very glad to get into the house. I was however at School (1). And I contrived to both get
there and back,~- Father told me of Dr. Carson's, 494 the late Rector's, Death. He died
this morning and we got his funeral495 so that I got the melancholy news before Dr. Boyd
who of course didn't mention it. I got my lessons- mother was at a Jewish Meeting in Queen
St. Hall. 496 John is still keeping better. Charles Aitchison called and we had a capital chat
with him till½ past 8. It is still raining, howling, moaning, chilling.

NOVEMBER

This has been a great change for the better sort of day, no rain but a fine, pleasant though
windy day. I was at Portsburgh. Mr. Robertson delivered a capital Lecture in Course from
Genesis XIX. 1-26. His Remarks were very good. He remarked that, in this interesting
Episode in the Life of Abraham, we see that God is merciful and slow to wrath. Lot discovered a lesser degree of Faith when he asked the Lord, to allow him, instead offleeing to
the mountains, to turn into Zoar, than Abraha!I! in like circumstances would have done. In
the afternoon I was at Free St. Stephen's. Mr Gillies preached from Psalm CXVI. 9. I was
reading U .P. Magazine. It is rather a good number.

1850

able. At School, however (3). We spent all forenoon in being drilled in order to appear in
proper array tomorrow at the Funeral of Dr. Carson. The whole School was out and we
marched, as we are to-morrow, four abreast. We are all to meet in Heriot's Hospital at½
past 1 o'clock. Got my Lessons in the afternoon. I came home very wet at 2. "Household
Words" came in to-day. "Why People letLodgings"498 is cutting but true. So is "The Cow
with the Iron Tail. " 499 There is something of a superior style in it, particularly the latter part
of it. Uncle John was here at tea-full of news. I have a cold about me just now which quite
unfits me for writing- It makes me perfectly lazy. A very uncomfortable feeling.

l

8 Friday
A complete change. Instead of the sultry feeling which the air has had of late it was a clear

J

frost and a strong cutting wind. At School till 11. (3). We got away then to prepare for attending Dr. Carson 's Funeral. I finished this forenoon Oliver Twist. It is a capital story. Dickens
very effectively points out the rewards and the wages of a Life of Vice in the characters of

j
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12 Tuesday
A fine day - clear and frosty which I like much better than warm days in this Season. At
School as usual (3). Uncle John came [home] from Maxpoffle to-day. All our friends are well
there. They propose coming home the week after next. I think it is about time for people
coming to spend the Winter in Edinburgh now and I think the latter is decidedly the place
for spending the former. I went up this afternoon to see some of the Books which Tait and
Nisbet 507 are selling just now. There is a fine copy of the Edinburgh Review508 and of Scott's
Swift. 509 Father is thinking of buying the former. Got my Lessons. I wrote my Essay for a
short time to-night. This is still a fine night.

Sikes and Fagin; while he as strongly points out the blessings and happiness of a Life of
Virtue and Piety in the characters of Rose Maylie (or rather Leeford) Mrs. Maylie and
Oliver himself. I went in a coach to the Funeral at 2 o'clock. We lined the road from the
Greyfriar's Church to the grave. It was John's Essay to-night on Christianity. It was a very
good one. Mrs. Stewart and Mrs. Maclean called.

9 Saturday
A dull sort of frosty day this, as if the frost was bearing down the smoke. I didn't go to School
to-day as I have a pretty severe cold just now and as there is so little done in the two hours. I
was reading the newspapers this morning there is a great deal said in them about Mr. Tod 500
who is taken out of Gaol to be a Councillor. I saw the liberation on Thursday when there
was a great deal of "hurrahing" and a slight hissing as he drove away. It is hardly the right
way to get the Tax done away with - the imprisonment of one individual. It is all very well
to spout away at Public Meetings but not one of these spouters would go to Prison himself.
The Letter of Lord John Russel 501 to the Bishop of Durham regarding the Pope's division
of England is exciting great interest. Greig (ie the Editorof the Scottish Press) makes some
insane attempts at wit in his articles. Jokes and wit are the worst things imaginable to deal
with. John is up helping father at the Wareroom just now. It is cold and a very disagreeable
rain falling almost incessantly so that I haven't been out at all. I learned my Lessons in the
afternoon. I have been reading "Household Words" aloud to mother tonight. "The 'Freshman's' Progress" 502 is really a First-Class Article, I would place it among the very best
Papers which have appeared in that excellent Periodical - which I take to be no small
character to the Article.

13 Wednesday
This is a fine, frosty, healthy kind of day. At School as usual (2). Miss Easton and Miss
Margaret were here at dinner. They have been away at the Country for several months and
I am happy to say that Miss Easton is much better, her health is quite restored and her
speech is almost as good as before she turned unwell. I got my lessons in the afternoon. In
the evening I was reading the Newspapers which I may say are half full of the "PopishAgression" .510 I was also reading aloud Macaulay's History of England. I have arrived at his
Remarks on the Reformation. They are admirable. He is almost entirely free from bigotry,
this holds good in his observations on Popery, Episcopacy, Presbytery, and Puritanism. A
fine night.

14 Thursday
This is the first real frosty day we have had and I observed Ice for the first time this Winter.
I was at School as usual. (3). In the afternoon I got my Lessons and read a page or two of
Household Words No. 34. The first article 511 is very sensible and the Remarks on the petty
quarrels of men who profess that Christianity whose grand object is "to do to others as we
would be done to" about points in Theology as knotty as useless while they leave thousands
uneducated, ignorant and ruined, are very sensible. The Second Article 512 on the Labours
of a London Curate is instructive and well written too. Uncle John was here at tea- full of
"Provincial" News (as the Newspapers say). I have been all night writing the Poetry Exercise for Saturday.
·

10 Sunday
It has looked like rain all day but it turned out that there was none at all. As I had a cold and

felt tireder than usual I went to Broughton Place Church where it chanced to be the Rev.
Andrew Thomson's turn to preach. He lectured from Luke V. 1- 11. It was rather a good
Exposition but his great fault is that whenever he gets hold of an Idea he harps so long on it
that your mind actually is fatigued listening to him. I didn't go out at all in the afternoon.
Chalmers' Life continues interesting. His great achievements in his own Parish are most
remarkable and Hanna brings it before you very prominently. Father has been hearing the
Rev. Timothy East503 of Birmingham in the Queen St. Hall to-night. It was densely crowded.

15 Friday

11 Monday
This has been a very warm day which feels far from agreeable because unnatural. At School
as usual. (1). In the afternoon I learned my Lessons. Misses Padon called here this afternoon.
"Household Words" is a superior Number this week. The account of the Lunatic Asylum
in Parisso4 is very interesting and informing. I was looking over, after tea, some of my old
Helensburgh 505 Letters. It is very interesting to look over these relics of happy days. Father
has just been ordering in Dr. Brown's Sayings and Discourses 506 and the last four Volumes
of Chalmers' Posthumous Works. Very good Books both of them. I wonder how long, if
ever, I will take to read all these works.

1850
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To-day is hardly so cold and the Thermometer has risen a little, the frost is not so apparent
but I would be inclined to think more of yesterday than to-day inasmuch as the whole smoke
of the city is borne down by the little frost there is which makes the atmosphere particularly
unhealthy. I was at School, of course (1). The Janitor told me that there are exactly 400
Pupils513 in the whole High School at present. I spent an hour at Tait's Sale, Books go
amazingly cheap there. Jacobina Davidson spent the evening with us. We were recalling
the very happy days we spent in 10 Duncan Street. It is pleasing to do so - a melancholy
pleasure is felt. Why melancholy? Not certainly because we are less happy now. No! God
be thanked we are not. It is impossible to fathom the cause of the effect which such remembrances have on the human mind. Not at Meeting to-night.

-
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16 Saturday

Ii'

Not such a fine day this, rather sultry and a good deal of rain fell in the morning although it
cleared up afterwards. At School as usual (1 ). Our poetry this week as well as last, was from
Matthew Prior from his "Solomon". He is a very lively writer and a true Poet. I came home
at 11 o'clock and read the Newspapers. It is still the Theme of the Day the Division of
England by Pope Pius IX. Cardinal Wiseman 514 is a popular character in London just now.
The Catholics are a cunning sect, though. I went up at 1 o'clock to Tait's Sale along with
father and John. We have got the Edinburgh Review after all, 72 Volumes half bound and
12 unbound. They are very fine vols. and as good a Copy as I could wish. We got it for £7.10.0
Tolerably cheap I dare say. It makes a fine show in our Library. The Lecture of Sheriff
Gordon 515 which he delivered last night in the Philosophical Institution is a very elegant
one, sometimes elegant, often poetical. It is fully reported in to-day's Newspaper. This is
the Birthday of our dear little sister and had Margaret Ann 516 lived she would have completed her 12th Year. She was a lovely aimiable child and no one could know her without
loving her. If there are any little ones who are too good for this earth she is one of them and
in her 6st. Year her gentle spirit took its flight to Heaven. And is there any doubt of her
greater happiness in a spot where Sin or Sorrow never cast nor never will cast its pestilential
Shadow? Prepare to meet! is the lesson to draw.

II

II
I!

(3 ). In the afternoon I got my Lessons. Mrs. Balmain from Leith called. I finished No. 34 of
Household Words. I make conscience ofreading every Article-good, bad or indifferentwhich is in this Journal- I have done this from the commencement and perhaps there is no
one Book from which I have derived so much knowledge - at once varied, interesting,
useful, instructive and pleasing. And I, at least, would thank Charles Dickens for providing
such a pleasant Journal, which has cheered not a few of my idle hours as this Diary can
amply testify. I read in the evening (to the procrastination ofmy Essay) the review in the
Edinburgh Review of Southey's "Thalaba". 521 First rate.
I

20 Wednesday
This has been a very disagreeable day. Rain has been all the "go" - it rained in torrents, at
short intervals, all day; hail and its accompaniements showed themselves. I was at School
notwithstanding. (3). In the afternoon I got my Lessons and got a "Nap" into the bargain. I
was reading the Edinburgh Review to-night. There is a capital Critique on Byron's "Childe
Harold"5 22 The composition of the Article is very brilliant. I think it must be Jeffrey's.
Byron is a most remarkable Poet. It is a great pity that libertine principles should have been
so strongly held by such a Genius. The Criticism on Robert Burns523 is very good too. The
Scotch Dialect is ably defended from the idea that it is equivalent to the Northumbrian
brogue. The Edinburgh Review abounds with a fine style.

II

17 Sunday

21 Thursday

This is rather cold again and frosty. I was as usual at Portsburgh in the forenoon. Mr.
Robertson lectured in course from Genesis XX. It was a very interesting Exposition. He
remarked that Abraham's character appears to great disadvantage in this incident, his
conduct was most blameworthy while it was greatly agravated by this being the second
comission of the same sin. It was evidently a constitutional weakness on the part of the
Patriarch a fear of death. The Character of Abimelech, on the other hand, appears to great
advantage. He behaved not only honourably but hospitably. Sarah is evidently as vain as
she was beautiful. Not at church afterwards. Had a long "read" of Chalmer's Life. It is
most interesting- equally useful.

A fine day again but not very agreeable. It inclined rather to frost however. At School as
usual (3). In the afternoon I got my Lessons. Read the New No. of Household Words. The
first Article 524 in it is remarkably clever. A firstrate Satire on the Papal Agression in which
he fully allows that the conduct of the Puseyite part of the Episcopal Church is the only thing
which has tempted the Pope to try his influence here. It is very clever. The conclusion of the
"Well of Pen Morfa" is in this No. It is decidedly talented and the end is quite in keeping.
Helen Davidson called to-night. John and I were at Mr. Robertson's Young Men's Meeting.
It meets every fortnight. There were 20 at it to-night. His subject was the possibility- the
desirableness - the necessity of a Revelation.

18 Monday
A fine day. Hardly so cold to-day. At School as usual (2). Aunt Davidson was here at dinner.
Mrs. Gillies junior517 called on mother. I got my lessons at about 4 o'clock. I then read part
of Household Words. "The Mysteries of a Tea Kettle" 518 amusingly conveys very instructive
knowledge in Natural Science. Bagges is perhaps rather overdone. "The Well of PenMorfa"519 promises to be a·very well written Tale, unless this is its "better half' which I
don't think. "The Crotchets of a Playgoer" 520 are sensible - crotchets though they be. He
wishes a National Theatre where neither more or less was acted than a Five Act Drama.
Uncle John was here at tea. He thinks the Maxpoffle folk will be home in a fortnight. A
Mr. Macpherson called. Very intelligent.

19 Tuesday
Rather sultry to be pleasant in winter time, but not a bad day for all that. At School as usual

I

II
i

22 Friday

!I

This is a fine day again. Less frost in the air to-day than yesterday. At School as usual (3).
In the afternoon I read a little of the Edinburgh Review. A Critique on Campbell's Gertrude
of Wyoming. 525 It is highly spoken of by the Critics. The story is a simple one. Perhaps the
Reviewers are too cynical- too fault-finding-with the Books they review. There is a clever
"cut up" of a Mr. Styles' "Methodism" 526 in Vol. 14. They are very severe but true I think.
Household Words is greatly enriched this Week by a Poem on a "Dumb Child". 527 It is a
most touching piece. I didn't go to the Society to-night. I wrote ~y firm determination not
to debate. Mr. and Mrs. Common called. They are very agreeable people.

i!
I:

)

23 Saturday

I

II

l

This is a fine day again. Rather thick the atmosphere however. I was at School as usual (3).

I

I

-
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to the Catholics but instead and what is far more in accordance with Christian Charity,
Religious Toleration. If our Protestantism be true there will be no fear of it - if there
Catholicism be true our efforts to suppress it will be of no avail. Magna est veritas et
praevalebit. 5 3 0 Aunt Jane -Mr. Gardner and Alison Davidson were calling.

We were giving in the Exercise on Prior's "Solomon" where the Poet represents him as
contemplating the Future State of the World. It occupied the whole of the time - looking
over about a dozen of the first ones. I got home and read the Scottish Press. I daresay it is
fully half full of conjectures, suppositions, opinions, anecdotes, eloquence all tending to
one great Subject the Pope's Bull. It is a difficult matter. The Roman Catholics come forward
and say that in no respect will they fail in their allegiance to Queen Victoria that in fact, in
our land, the Pope claims NO Temporal Authority. Must we believe this to be a lie? I can't
see how we should do this. Well then what is it that the nation is crying down? Just this. The
Catholics for convenience sake are dividing the Country into sections. What harm can this
do? People say that they will have Civil Courts which will be constantly coming in collision
with our own decisions. Then I would say, the first time any such a thing happens tum on
them severely but legally; but don't sent a fellow to Botney Bay before he has committed
any crime for fear they should at some future time deserve transportation. I am far from a
decision however. John Davidson was here at dinner. We had a walk with him up the town.
Miss Shaw 528 called.

24 Sunday

1850

I
I
I

27 Wednesday
A very fine frosty day, Clear and healthy. It seems to have been a frost all last night. At
School as usual (3). In the afternoon, having learned my Lessons, I took up To-day's Newspaper. There is a Pastoral Letter from Bishops Gillis and Carruthers. 531 I could hardly suppose that such a production would have issued even from the Catholic Press of the Nineteenth
Century. Such stuff, ignorant, stupid and senseless. Long speeches about indulgences-in
order to gain one of which "the faithful" must repeat the Lord's Prayer and the Litany Five
times and give alms (which of course will be from a purely disinterested object) at least once
during the Jubilee. Father and mother are at Millar's, 532 St. Andrew St. at tea to meet Mr.
and Mrs. Edgerley. 533 At Essay.

II

Hardly so cold to-day. The Thermometer is 3° above Freezing point. At School as usual. (2)
In the afternoon I learned my Lessons at least my Poetry after which I read "Household
Words" No. 36. Booley's Allegory 535 is very clever along with which there is a great deal of
truth. The next Article, "The Universities" 536 evidently by the Author of "The Freshman's
Progress" is a capital thing, equal to the latter, I think. It shows that a person may be ruined
by too much classical learning. It is clever, a pleasing style and withal useful. I like this
Journal very much. Jacobina Davidson called. I didn't go to the society as I have rather a
bad cold. I translated the Prologue and 1st. Fable 537 in Phaedrus to-night.

To-day isn't so bad again. Little or no rain has fallen and it is bordering on a frost which
improves it in my estimation. At School as usual (3). I gave my Essay-the Life ofChristto a young apprentice in the employment of John Davidson, who, it seems has little to do
but practise writing in order to acquire a business hand so that it couldn't have happened
better for me. He is a good writer and has been writing "Paul and Virginia" 529 so that my
Essay is as acceptable as it. In the afternoon I learned my Lessons and wrote a very long
Latin Version. I was writing a considerable part of my Essay on the Character of James I. I
have been rather indolent of late with it but as it comes on in Friday week I !!!!ill tear with it.

30 Saturday
Much like yesterday. Still frosty, and sort of misty rendered so by the Frost bearing down
the smoke of "Auld Reekie". I didn't go to School to-day as my cold is no better and there
is very little done on a Saturday at School. I read the Newspapers of To-day. There aren't
many News in them. A Review on David Copperfield 538 attracted my attention. I haven't
read that Novel yet, I only read the first few numbers when a Subscriber to the Library of

26 Tuesday
A nice day again. Not quite frosty though. At School as usual (2). Miss Allan was spending
the day with us. In the afternoon I got my lessons. Rev. F. Gillies called to-day. Uncle John,
who arrived from Maxpoffle last night, was at tea. He was giving us a lengthened statement
of the Papal Agression. He is in my way of thinking in regard to it. He wishes to give no Cash

[I

I

I

29 Friday

25 Monday

I

28 Thursday
A real frosty day this. The thermometer was at 28. Healthy weather. At School as usual (2).
In the afternoon I learned my Lessons. I got Phaedrus534 to-day as we are to commence on
Monday first. I don't think it will be so difficult as even the Delectus. When once the idea of
the story is got hold of one is almost sure of the translation. There is also a copious Vocabulary to it which is a great desideratum in the Delectus, which is not a particular favourite
with me, at any rate. Mrs. Balmain called this afternoon. In the evening John and I arranged
the Numbers of the Edinburgh Review. He has been inquiring the price of binding which is
1/4d per Vol. and of procuring Nos. wanting 3/-. It appeared rather expensive but second
thoughts remind us that it is valuable writing. Busy at Essay all night.

This is a very disagreeable day. It rained so much in the morning and the streets are so
muddy, while the atmosphere is so heavy and thick that it has a fatiguing heat about it which
quite overpowers one. I didn't go out in the forenoon as it rained so heavily. By staying in I
have completed my perusal of the Memoirs of Dr. Chalmers. As a Literary Treasure it is
certainly, precious; the duty of the Biographer has been ably performed; he never
obtrudes his own language but brings in the Letters and Journal of his Subject which give
the true character of the Man apart from the applause which in public he received; so that
judicious arrangement of materials rather than his own composition is the task which he
has as yet fully accomplished. At Mr. Robertson's in the afternoon. He preached from
Romans VII. 14.

I
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the Philosophical Institution. I liked it very much, so far as it went. I glanced almost all the
current Literature while there and spent many a pleasant hour in the Reading Room. I also
read Lockhart's Life of Scott there which I think was capital writing as it conveyed instruc!ion with amusement. "The Papal Agression" commands the usual amount of importance
m the "Papers". About 12 o'clock John and I went up the town, visiting 14 Secondhand
Bookshops to try and get 8 Nos. of the Edinburgh Review which are wanting; out of the 14
Shops we only found one (Stillies, Princes' Street) 539 which had them. They charge 2/6 per
No. This will bring us up to the January 1848 Vol. We have sent Macaulay's England to be
bound, full calf. In our perambulations we met Mr. McPhail540 an old Tutor of ours and,
stranger still, Dr. Clarkson 541 from Melrose. What associations he called up in our minds!
Got my Lessons. Father, mother and I were at Mr. Common 'sat tea. Spent a very pleasant
evening. Miss M. Easton called. Miss Easton is keeping better. John is at a soiree of the
Edinr. Young Men's Union Society.

1850
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DECEMBER

1 Sunday
This is still a very frosty day; the smoke continues to be borne down. In the forenoon we
were as usual at Portsburgh. Mr. Robertson lectured in course on the Life of Abraham from
Genesis XXI. 17, to the end. It was well prepared and he made it very interesting. He noticed
inter alia that our phrase "to strike a bargain " 542 is taken from the Romans, who sacrificed
whenever they made a Covenant, and it refers to that part of the proceedings when the
person strikes the victim in order to kill it. I was at Free St. Stephens in the afternoon. The
Rev. F Gillies preached from Ephesians 1.13. We have changed our Pew to No. 55. I read
"Pastoral Recollections" in the U.P. Magazine for this month. A very fine style.

2 Monday
A very disagreeable day, misty and close and besides it has rained a very great deal during
the day which will of course, melt all the ice. Dunsappie Loch it seems had been bearing on
Saturday. Several persons have fallen in at Duddingston Loch. It is very rash of people
boasting that they can skate on the questionable part of the ice. At School all day (2). I met
John Davidson in York Place at 11 o'clock. In a letter he got from Maxpoffle this morning
Uncle says they are coming home altogether on Thursday. Uncle came to-night. I was busy
all evening with my Essay. It is becoming longer than I thought it would. Father is to speak
at a Portsburgh Soiree on "the advantages of a well cultivated mind."

3 Tuesday
Still misty and an unhealthy warmth about the air. At School as usual (2). The measurements were taken in the yards for a shed to be put up. It will be firstrate in rainy weather.
Uncle John, it seems has been speaking at the town Council to-day on Popery. 543 It will
appear in all the glory of print to-morrow. Mr. Nimmo (Mrs. Gardner's Frederick St brother)
died to-day. Miss I. Boywack called. She would figure in Dicken's Works as an L.L. 544
Mother was at Bible Society Meeting545 presided over by the Duke of Argyll. It was a very
good one I believe. I have been domi all night writing and finishing my Essay. I am glad it is
completed.

4 Wednesday
This is still an unseasonable day, close and unnatural. At School as usual (3). Aunt Davidson
came over to dinner. Mother went along with the Cumberland St. friends to Lasswade in a
coach. Uncle Eben it seems has bought a whole house full of Furniture for his house at
Dalkeith. It seems he has got a Carriage into the bargain - but where is the horse?. I don't
like the situation of his house at all. He is building another house on his grounds by the Rent
of which he expects to pay the Feu duty (£20). I got my Lessons in the afternoon. The Newspapers have uncle's Speech546 inserted. He has been congratulated by the Rev. J. Robertson
and Mr. Edwards 547 on its soundness. I don't feel well to-night at all.
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5 Thursday
Not a very agreeable day. I didn't go to School to-day as I really felt very unwell all morning.
I turned very sick at breakfast time and lay down on the sofa-unable to lift my head without
almost fainting. I got a little Gregory's Mixture 548 but vomited it, and then a little Senna
which I retained- but after trying a little Beef Tea I vomited it also. I felt very uncomfortable
all day. Dosing asleep now and then. John and father were at the Popery Meeting. 549 There
was no disturbance. The Maxpoffle people came home to-day and joined Mr. and Mrs.
Common and Miss Hewat at tea. Of course I couldn't entertain her. We got Macaulay's
England home, nicely bound it is.

6 Friday
A Sunny warm day. The Doctor (Macaulay) 550 called this morning and thinks I have been
sufficiently dosed. So I am to take a walk to make me have a good appetite for "Chop". 551 I
did so. And called on Aunt Boyd. Mother called at Mr. Duncan's to see how Mr. Millar is.
He has been very ill with a bilious fever but is no worse. I read a little of "Household Words".
This No. is pre-eminently good. I had a long sleep this afternoon. I think I am considerably
[better] although I don't feel right yet. Mrs. Aitchison called. This was my Essay night but
of course I wasn't up at all. The Critique on John's essay inculcates bad principles.
7 Saturday
A frosty day but the smoke is quite borne down by it so that the atmosphere is confined and
close. I am still keeping better. Dr. Macaulay called. He doesn't think me bad at all. I went
out with mother up by Princes Street for a walk. I met Dr. Boyd. He was saying that the
fellows were getting off with their Poenas by my abscence.552 He was calling at York Place
to solicit Uncle's Vote at the Town Council for a Teacher, an old pupil of his own. Mother
called to see how Mr. Millar was. It has been considerably exaggerated. It isn't fever; they
were only afraid it would be fever. "The Three Black Crows" over again. We called at Aunt
Boyd's as we passed. I had my usual "Nap" in the afternoon. John went up for my Life of
Christ which the boy has finished. He has done it in less than a fortnight. It occupies 116 Pages
of the paper I gave him. He writes in a good plain hand. I gave him a shilling. He has dirtied
the Original Copy considerably but I have taken off the old boards-put on the New-and
it looks "as good as new". Charles Craik came in after tea and spent the whole evening
with us. He is a very agreeable companion. He can speak of every subject almost, which
enables him to make himself a general favorite -He has a great love for Poetry.

8 Sunday
Still frosty-still misty from the same cause. I am still keeping better although I didn't venture
out at all to-day. I was reading Chalmers Sermons which are among his Posthumous Works.
His first one is written when 17 years of age. It is very elegantly written-the style is faultless.
But it is very Moral- like Blair553 in that respect. His second against Calumny is enriched
with some thrilling language and noble appeals. I also read the Life of Paley annexe9 to his
Works. Paley was a very remarkable man. It is difficult to form an estimate of his Character.
He did an immense deal of good. John read an Essay at the Portsburgh Meeting this morning.
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9 Monday
A disagreeable, unhealthy day again - very thick and very apt to give a sore throat to one.
So I stayed in all day. Dr. Macaulay called-coughed- held my pulse- talked and walked
off. I was reading a good deal of the Edinburgh Review. Classical Education is treated very
sensibly. There is a capital Review on Scott's Lady of the Lake and also of his Ivanhoe. 554 A
fine style pervades the Articles. In the afternoon Miss N . Allan called. I read a little of the
beginning of Dickens' Barnaby Rudge. 555 It will be a good story I think. In the evening we
went up to tea to Aunt Boyd's and there met the majority of the Henry St. friends. We
stayed to our supper and came home in a coach. A " raw" night.
10 Tuesday
It has been extremely foggy all day especially in the afternoon. When it was [most foggy it

was] with difficulty that the people walked about at all. I didn't go out all day but stayed in
reading a good deal. Barnaby Rudge is becoming very interesting. I read a Critique in the
Edinburgh Review on "Granby" a novel by Lister556 which I read, at Helensburgh several
years ago. They highly commend it. This day is the Anniversary of mother's Marriage and
the Births of both John and I. A great day verily! 557 I have now completed my 16th yearJohn his 19th. Old men! It cleared up towards the evening. Christopher Aitchison came
down for an hour or so with us. Reading all evening.
11 Wednesday
Clearer to-day. I took a walk in the morning but felt a little wearied by the exertion. Mother
went away with Aunt Jane to see Richard Turnbull, a young man who is related to the late
Walter Turnbull - he is ill just now. I sat all day reading the Newspapers. The News are
scanty- the fog seems to have been very general. Several accidents have happened in consequence of it - especially at Glasgow. Wiseman has, despite the present agitation, been
made Cardinal and has been preaching - anxious to tell us that it is only a Letter from the
Pope, not a bull at all. In the evening I read the "Edinburgh Review on Miss Edgeworth's
" Fashionable Tales"558 Crabbe's Tales559 and McCrie's Life of Knox. 560 It speaks highly
of them all.
12 Thursday
This is a very frosty-cold day. Though far from clear I had a walk up the town and called at
the Savings Bank and got my Interest added and drawn. It is 6/4 this year. I then went to
Cowan 561 (the Paper makers) and ordered some Paper for my future Diary. I am getting it
to serve much longer than this one. I bought 12 dozen Sheets which were 4/6. I will get it
well bound, nevertheless I will always look back with great pleasure to this one. It forms
the most pleasant occupation to me in the evening and this little Volume was the first in
which I tasted the pleasuresofa Journal. I trust the next volume will lose none of the charms
which this one has always afforded. Miss N. Easton called in the evening. So did Mary
Davidson.
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the fellows in my class (George Watson) was found guilty of stealing a number of Books,
before the Police Court from which he was remanded to the High School where he was
expelled. To all appearance he was a quiet fellow and he was a very agreeable companion.
It will be a lesson, I guess, which he wont forget in a hurry. I got my Lessons in the afternoon.
They are not far ahead of me yet. I have been useless all night with a headache. It is a very
overpowering thing.

13 Friday
The weather is still much the same. Dull and frosty. I sat down in the forenoon and read
"Household Words". The First Article "A December Vision" 562 is, I think, the composition
?f the abl~ Conductor of the Journal. It carries with it a great deal of truth while conveyed
ma beautiful style. "A Suburban Romance" 563 is a simple and (what is the great desideratum
of Tales) natural. The style is also simple and pleasing. Mother and I had a very pleasant
walk round by the Calton .Hill. There is a fine breeze on Regent Terrace to-day. Called in
by York Place. I was readmg the Edinburgh Review in the evening. The Article I perused
was "Brother Carey's Missions". 564 There are some points in which the Review has the
best of it.

17 Tuesday
This has been a very keen, frosty day. It was, of course, very cold. I was at School however. (3)
In the afternoon I got my Lessons. The days are very short at this season. To do anything
without the gas after 4 o'clock, is quite hopeless. The Soiree in connection with the Portsburgh Young Men's Sabbath Meeting, was held to-night in the Presbytery Hall, Queen St.
There were Tea and Fruit, plenty. There would be about 60 present. We all went up at 7.
We had lots of Speeches. The Chairman (Mr. Robertson) spoke first, then Mr. Millan, 566
Mr. Bowack, 569 then Father, then Mr. Rintoul, 570 and lastly Mr. Lyall, junior. 571 It was a
very well conducted Meeting. The Speeches on the whole were pretty good. We didn't
seperate till½ past 10 o'clock P.M.

14 Saturday
This morning was very fine - the air was pure and clear- though not very cold and far from
frost but !?wards 2 o'clock it became very heavy and lowring and it rained very much. I
went up with .the P~per for my future Journal to Mr. Bell565 the Binder. He promises to
make _a good Job of 1t. I have ordered a Lock to be put on it. I like (as far as I can say from
expene~ce) a J~urnal exceedingly well. It is so easily kept up, a little every day, and it forms
such an mter~stl?g Record of everyday life and doings. I trust I will persevere in keeping up
my Journal; It will be a bad omen if I give it up. Mother and I went down to Portobello in
the 12 o'clock Train to visit Miss Allan. Miss Easton and Miss Margaret went down with us.
We had a L~nch and came up by the 10 min. past2 o'clock Train. We called at Aunt Boyd's
before comm_g down. W~ then came down in a torrent ofrain. !read the Newspapers in the
afternoon. Little News m them. There is a beautiful Juvenile Poem by Burns,566 I don't
r~member reading it before. John read aloud to me Tam o' Shanter. It is a comical description and very cleverly related. One can't think of Burns without sorrow. Goaded on to
crime by men professing to be ministers of the Gospel - encouraging in Burns those vices
which in the pulpit they pretended to expose. 567

18 Wednesday
It is frostier to-day than ever. The Streets are dry and crisp and I believe several small ponds
are bearing. At School as usual. Dr. Boyd told us rather a good story about an Irishman, a
sailor, who in rolling up a Cable thought he would never come to the end and at last came
to the conclusion that somebody must have cut it off!! Miss Easton was here at dinner. She
seems comparitively well again although her speech is not perfectly restored yet. The York
Place friends and Aunt Davidson came down to tea. Mr. Bell, our Binder, sent down the
remaining 16 Volumes of the Edinburgh Review. An Article on "German Jurisprudence "572
exposes the faults of their system very well.
19 Thursday
Still very frosty and the air very keen and sharp. At School all day. In the afternoon I got
my lessons and then we had an early tea before going to the Public Meeting of the Anti-State
Church Association on the subject of the Papal Agression. We were there a good while
before the hour but it was so crowded that we had to take a Seat up on the Orchestra. It was
very comfortable however and we had a capital view of Dr. Glover573 during the time that
he figured till his ejectment. It was a capital Meeting. Dr. Johnston 574 was the Speaker. He
has a fine unobtrusive sort of wit that was relished extremely by the audience. Drs. Young575
and Wardlaw 576 were also good. We came away at½ past 10.

15 Sunday
The wind has been howling all night very dismally and the rain has been pouring very heavily.
There was an abatement of the latter for an hour or two but it commenced so vigorously
again about 11 o'clock that mother and I stayed from Church. I read several of Chalmers'
Posthumous Sermons. The one from the Text "Be Courteous" is admirable and bears
evident marks of careful preparation. His "Fast Day Sermon" is also very beautiful. It is
very cold after so much rain and I remained at home in the afternoon also. We read aloud
in the evening Dr. Brown's "Discourses and Sayings of Our Lord Illustrated". He is a first
rate expounder. Clear and generally plain. He evidently lays before us the results of long
and careful Reading.

20 Friday
It was quite a clear frost in the morning. Then, it grew foggy, thick and unwholesome. At
School as usual. In the afternoon I had a refreshing "Nap". I haven't felt as well as I did,
since the last turn I had. I feel wearied and easily exhausted but I hope this feeling will pass
away. We went up to York Place to tea this evening. I was reading there, "The Cottage

16 Monday
It is very frosty and cold to-day as well as clear. It feels quite a change. Mrs. Alexander an
old f:iend of mother's called this forenoon. I went to School at 12 o'clock to-day, as I was
considerably better. (3). There has been a very unpleasant affair there since I left. One of
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Fireside" by Duncan of Ruthwell. 577 It is a well written Story. The Scenes are remarkably
well described and the Scotch dialect is true to nature. Perhaps the fact that the supposed
narrator was a schoolmaster is reason sufficient but I really think that he is too meddling.
We came home at 10.
-

21 Saturday
It is quite a fresh again. It commenced last night and it is still continuing. Rain has been
falling considerably too so that it is a complete change. I didn't go to School to-day as I am
still not right yet. There is a full report of the Public Meeting of Thursday night in it which
keeps out a great deal of News. The ultra Voluntaries 57B hissed the Rev. A. Thomson,579
on appearing because he had spoken at the former Meeting on Popery; it was very ungentlemanly conduct, (to say the least of it). And as to compromising his Voluntaryism,
there was not the least proof in any of his conduct of doing that. In the former meeting he
came forward and by doing so declared that while he decidedly objected to all Endowments
he certainly thought that endowing Popery was much more objectionable and that if the
greater evil can be removed, is it not a great advancement? I got my Lessons. Aunt Jane
called. She is a very red-hot Voluntary. Mother, John and I took a walk in the afternoon.
John and I went into the Waterloo Newsroom 580 to see the opinions of the Newspapers in
regard to the Popery Meeting. It is in general, favourably spoken of. In the evening I read
"Household Words". The "Hunterian Museum" is a very useful and entertaining article.
"The Christmas Number" is a very superior one as far as I have read. "A Christmas Tree"
is a first rate Article. So is Chrismas in Lodgings. 581
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24 Tuesday
Still a fresh although pretty cold. A little rain about 1 o'clock cleared the atmosphere. I was
at School as usual. A portrait of the late Dr. Carson was exhibited to-day. 584 It is considered
a good likeness and is about to be engraved, I think. We break up to-day till the Christmas
Holidays are over, which continue till Monday after the New Year's Day. It is the same time
as last Christmas Holidays. I gave in my Essay to Dr. Boyd to-day. I had kept it far too long.
In the afternoon the Misses Balmain called. Mary Davidson and John Boyd, (my Cousins)
came to tea to-night. Mary went with mother to a Meeting in Free St. Stephen's. We had a
Jong "crack" with John, about his gaieties at Maxpoffle among the Country Gentry.

25 Wednesday
Mr. Dunn from Melrose came last night about 20 minutes to 12 o'clock. He has been in at
some Committee of the U .P. Church. He stayed with us all night and went away at½ past
8 o'clock this morning. He is a .very agreeable person and brought me strongly in mind of
Melrose and Tweed. I, and mother and John went up with the York Place friends to see
T. Faed's Painting585 of "Sir Walter Scott and his Associates" at Keiths, 60 Princes' Street.
It is a splendid Work. It is worthy of a great Man . All the Portraits are so g?od that it is
impossible to single out any of them. Scott himself, Ballantyne, Jeffrey and Wilson are first
rate. I went out to Henry St. with my Cousin Mary before dinner. I read aloud McCaulay's
England aloud.

22 Sunday

26 Thursday

It isn't so frosty to-day. The Thermometer, in the morning, stood at 44°. IwentuptoPortsburgh in the forenoon. Mr. Robertson's usual Lecture on Abraham was in Genesis XXII. 6
to the end. He remarked that the narritives of the Bible were stamped with a beauty peculiar
to it and which was not even effaced by being translated into other Tongues which was the
case with such works as Horace. Isaac, according to some, would be 24 years old, according
to others 33. In Abraham's case we have the fullest possible proof of that faith which the
Apostle James says is alone real faith, viz. Faith by Works. He, in obedience to God, in spirit
slew Isaac. I stayed in the rest of the day. The Rev A. Moody Stuart582 is preaching for the
Missionary Society at Portsburgh to-night.

A fine clear day though not at all frosty . In the forenoon I took a walk up the town w?ich is
terribly crowded to-day. Lots of children with presents in their hands, greatly delighted
they are with them too if young, sparkling eyes don't deceive us .. I came horn~ about 2 o'clock,
very tired, occasioned I think, by the cold which hangs so heavily upon me Just now. Walter
Davidson called in the afternoon. He has been highly pleased with everything connected
with Donaldson's Hospital 586 where he has been visiting to-day. "Household Words" No.
40. has a very good Satire on the state of National Education 587 at present in Great Britain.
The efficient means resorted to for Instruction is most wonderful and instructive. If England
would go and do likewise it would greatly improve.

23 Monday
A sort of fresh to-day. I was at School as usual. In the afternoon I got my Lessons. Mother

has been at the City Mission Meeting 583 in the Queen Street Hall, where the Duke of Argyll
was presiding. It has been a capital Meeting, I hear. We had an early tea on mother's account,
so that it made it a very long evening. Mother went up to see Aunt Boyd, John, to see
Christopher Aitchison and I was left solus. I was reading the Edinburgh Review. It is
interesting to see the translations into French of the majority of the Plays of Shakespeare.
Father at length came in when he read aloud, McCaulay's England. His remarks on the
sincerity of the Members of any church during the persecution of it and the empty profession of them when it is the road to favours and influence are admirable.

27 Friday
Still fresh. Still clear. I had a walk with John to the West End. N.B. Got my haircut at More's.
In the gloamin' I went along to see how Margaret Boyd is keeping. She took ill a day or two
ago and has had a blister on, and is in bed. She is not much better to-day. Po~r Margaret
has had a long experience of sickness for a year or two now. We had a few fnends at tea
to-night, consisting of the York Place friends and a few of the Henry St. ditto, an~ Mrs.,
Misses and Messrs. Balmain. 20, I think, sat down to tea. After some conversation the
Bagatelle, which we got the loan of, from Uncle Eben, was brou~ht in, and the majo_rity
joined in the game but all were astonishingly unsuccessful. The Chma Balls were also tned.
Supper was brought in at 10 and the company left at½ past 11.
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28 Saturday
This was a remarkably clear, bright morning but there was a rainbow about 11 o'clock and
then several pretty heavy showers of rain but it didn't last long but cleared up into a frost,
though not hard. There is an account of what a Jesuit has been practising on a girl in England,
in the N ewspapers 588 ofto-day. It is very disgraceful conduct, while, I would think, it would
be the worst plan they could take for advancing their cause, especially in Britain. I took a
walk in the forenoon up the Bridges, (North and South). Crowds of persons are, like myself,
perambulating the streets. This is the Season for Shopkeepers decking out their windows
and exposing startling bills, informing the happy purchasers that there are goods within to
be "given away", all this to tempt the unwary to spend there stock of money in treating other
or in treating, themselves. I came home rather tired with my stroll and took pleasing and
propar restoratives. I read a Tale in "Household Words" entitled "the Heart of John
Middleton". 589 It is clever, interesting and what is less met with than either of these two,
original. Mrs. Weir, a lady of mother's acquaintance called. Margaret Boyd, whom mother
has been seeing, is still no better and in bed. The Sewed Screen 590 has been sent up to the
Music Hall, where there has been a fancy Bazaar these two days, and raffled. The fortunate
possessor is a Mrs. Finlay. There were about 400 Tickets sold so that the chance of each
was very slender.

29 Sunday
This has been a very mild, warm and unnatural day. Although clear it gave no symptoms of
frost. In the forenoon I went out to Free St. Stephens. The Rev. F. Gillies preached from
Proverbs V. 22. He had a better Sermon than usual and spoke pointedly to those who suppose they have a license at this time ofthe Year for drinking to an inordinate extent. I didn't
go to Church during the rest of the day as I am almost a Cripple with a pain in my left foot. I
read some of the Periodicals and father read aloud the Rev. A. Thomson's Life of Owen 591
which is in the new Edition of Owen's Works. It is cleverly written. Mr. Thomson has the
"nack" of writing Lives. John went to hear Dr. Wolfe 592 on Papery in St. James' Chapel.
He is, I believe, a popular preacher.

30 Monday
It was dull this morning and rained a good deal in the forenoon. I took a walk and called on
Bell, the Bookbinder, to see why he hadn't my Journal ready. He is the most dilatory fellow
I have to deal with. There is nothing which tries my patience more than being week after
week disappointed and the only cause the slovenly habits of a tradesman. In the afternoon
I read "Household Words". "Death of a Goblin" is clever and useful. So is the article on
"Waifs and Strays" in Railways. 593 I am here alone and-likely to be so for a while yet. John
is away to a tea party in Mr. Common's. I was asked too but felt very indisposed for going.
Mother and father are at Miss Boyacks at tea. None of them have come in yet.

31 Tuesday
This is another mild unseasonable day. Such weather is the cause, I think, of so much
Influenza which prevails to such an extent just now. I took a walk with John in the forenoon
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through the crowded streets. of Edinburgh. I then went, in an hour or so, to see how Marg~ret
is keeping to-day. She had risen before I called and was in the din_ing room for the firs~ t1~e
since her late relapse. The pain in her side which so_ affected her, 1s now away but sh~ 1s still
very weak and can't speak much at a time. I also called_on Au~t Eben. Mrs. ~?d M,1,s~ Rae
were calling here about 1 o'clock. Miss Allan had her dmner with us. After a Nap m_the
afternoon I went up with the others to York Place to tea. It is a very blowy, stor~y mght
together with plenty of rain . We "cracked" away splendidly with young John all mght. Mr.
Easton of Todrig called about 10, when we came home.
Here I am at last, surely and not slowly have I added day after day till I have come to th~ end.
I was fated to land here. Full of hope when I commenced, I trust I am full of expen~nce
when I end. I can truly say happiness and pleasure have been my lot and I trust they will be
my companions throughout another year.
"And now fareweel, my trusty friend,
"Ye've aye been leal and true."
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4 1/,d a copy. Jn 1850 the publisher was Thomas Grant; the offices were at 251 High Street. It is unfortunate that
there is only one day's issue for the year 1850 extant, in the Edinburgh Room of the Public Library.
The Scottish Press was both a radical and a United Presbyterian Newspaper. "The Radicalism of the Scottish
Press was, however, of a pious, prudential type, looking to the preservation of sectarian rights and, more narrowly
still, of the dominance of the Maclaren Group in the Town Council of Edinburgh. Its public, mainly substantial
tradesmen and merchants, was influential but not numerous." Particulars of its management are not known.
R. M. W. Cowan, The Newspaper in Scotland . .. /8/5-60 (Glasgow, 1946), pp. 282-3.
19
Patrick Fraser Tytler, 1791-1845; his History of Scotland (Edinburgh, 1828-43), deals with the period
from Alexander III to 1603.
20
William Tytler, 1711-92, wrote a spirited defence of Mary, Queen of Scots, and was therefore hailed thus
by Burns in his "Epistle to Mr Tytler ofWoodhouselee".
21
Alexander Handyside (42), foreman of the Boyd workshop, Jived next door to it at 3 Anderson's Court,
Barony Street, in a house for which he paid John Boyd a rent of £7 per annum. He was married and hal:J an eightyear-old son. The 1851 Census gives" Anderson's Court"; the 1852 map and Post Office Directories after 1860 give
"Paterson Court" as part of Barony Street.
22
Rev. James Robertson, 1802-61, was called to Portsburgh from St James's Street U.P. Church, Paisley,
in 1833; he went to Shamrock Street Church, Glasgow, in 1851. He spent some years in Canada and was particularly
interested in mission work. Small, I, 42, and II, 77.
23
James distinguishes between a course of "lectures" on Biblical history and a .. sermon" on a moral or
theological theme.
24
Earned or received a holiday.
" The haII in the Assembly Rooms, George Street, which was used for concerts, public meetings, etc.
26
Rev. Dr Andrew Somerville, 1800-77, was ordained in High Street Church, Dumbarton, in 1830 and was
Mission Secretary to the Synod in 1845. Small, I, 230.
27
Rev. Dr Andrew Thomson, 1814- 1901, became in 1842 the colleague of Dr John Brown in Broughton Place
U.P. Church. He was Moderator of the Synod in 1874. Small, I, 438.
28
Presumably the Rev. John Logan Aikman, 1802-85, who was ordained in 1845 as colleague to the Rev. Mr
Kirkwood in St James's Place Relief Church; he was the author of Cyclopaedia of Christian Missions (London and
Glasgow, 1860. Small, I, 449, and II, 38.
29
The U.P. Church had missions in Nova Scotia, Jamaica, Kaffraria (S .E. of Cape Province, districts now
known as King William's Town and East London) and Old Calabar (in S. Nigeria, on the left bank of the Calabar
river); from Old Calabar came slaves taken to Jamaica who, when converted to Christianity, demanded that a
mission be established in their homeland. Rev. J. L. Aikman, Cyclopaedia of Christian Missions.
30
A house with a lodge and extensive grounds about two miles south of the village of Bowden, Roxburghshire;
John Boyd bought it in October 1849, and he and his family spent a considerable part of the year there. His son,
later Lord Provost of Edinburgh, took as his title "Sir John Boyd of Maxpoffle" . The family are buried in the
grounds of the house and their gravestones are in Bowden kirkyard.
" The book from which the Saturday poetry lessons were taken was The Poetry and Poets of Great Britain, by
Daniel Scrymgeour. In the 1850 edition there are 544 pages; it contains extracts from Chaucer to Tennyson, with a
biographical introduction of each poet; these are followed by poems in lighter vein, including "The Three Black
Crows" by Dr Byrom (see note 109). "Memory of the Bard" was the title given to the extractof38 lines from Scott's
The Lay of the Last Minstrel, Canto V, beginning "Call it not in vain .... "
" The North British Advertiser was a single sheet folded once to make four pages (34"x28"), consisting entirely
of advertisements. It claimed a circulation of2!,927 and was printed in Edinburgh, " ... the greater part distributed
in that City, in Leith and in Glasgow every Saturday. Recovered on Monday morning and transmitted to selected
persons or places in every part of Great Britain and Ireland"; the circulation was ''gratuitous'' except for ''parties
in Edinburgh, Glasgow and Leith who retain the paper altogether, and parties in the Country to whom it is sent
off by Mail on Saturday instead of Monday pay 10/6 a year".
" There was a John Young in the Rector's Class in the sessions 1849-50 and 1850-51 partly covered by the
Diary. The High School of that time consisted ofone class for each year. The first four years were conducted by the
classical masters and the last two by the Rector. The normal age of a First Year pupil was 10 or 11, and of the
Rector's classes, 14 to 16. James and John were therefore of an age. Steven, op. cit.
34
Rev. Dr James Harper, I 795-1879, was ordained ministerin North Leith U .P. Church in 1819 and appointed
Professor of Systematic and Pastoral Theology in the United Secession Hall in 1847. Small, I, 505.
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" Mrs Jean Maclean (53), widow and proprietor of a fruiterers at 77 Princes Street, lived with her sister and
nine children at IQ Hanover Street. Mrs Maclean, James ("Mr Maclean") (31), Eliza (19) and Christina (14) are
mentioned later when visiting the Boyds at Melrose.
" "New marbles" refers to the " white marble mantlepiece" mentioned in the entry for24January; a chiffonier
is a sideboard for the drawing-room.
37

In 1835-36JamesBoyd, "cabinet maker", livedat7Broughton Place; by 1841 he had moved to IODuncan
Street (now Dundonald Street) and by 1844 he was at 14 Scotland Street. During the 1830's, John Boyd, "upholsterer
and undertaker", lived at "22 Duncan Street and Scotland Street Lane", and by 1841 he was at 2 York Place. It is
possible that the Boyd workshop was in Scotland Street Lane; later it was in Anderson's Court-see note 21.
" George Wombwell, 1778-1850, starting from nothing gradually built up a travelling menagerie reputed to
be the finest in the kingdom.
" A slight change of a saying by Lavinius (not Virginia) in Macaulay's Lay, "Virginia":
"Now all these things are over-yes all thy pretty ways,
Thy needlework, thy prattle, thy snatches of old lays."
" The U.P. Synod Hall and Divinity College were at 5 Queen Street, in the premises now occupied by the
B.B.C.
" Pliny Miles, later called by The Scotsman "Professor Miles", published in New York a book on Mnemotechny
which was in its fifth edition by 1847; this edition is in the Reference Room of the Public Library. There is no entry
for Miles in the Dictionary of American Biography.
" Harriet Martineau, 1802-76, wrote a series of books for young people, also books on economics, history
and religion; she first adopted Unitarian and later anti-theological views. Sir Paul Harvey, Oxford Companion to
English Literature (Oxford, 1966).
" The office of the National Security Savings Bank (now H.M. Commissary Office) was at the head of the
Mound. According to an advertisement in the Post Office Directory for 1850 there were 25,955 individual subscribers; the balances of 21,574 of these averaged £3. 17.4.
"' At the end of the Diary are two pages per month for cash entries and withdrawals; these are meticulously
recorded. By the end of the year James had a credit balance of £12. I 1.0.
" "Vuillo" is James's mishearing of "Philo". Mr Robertson in his Genesis lectures was following a commentary, possibly The Pulpit Commentary by Spence and Exell.
" The minister of St Stephen's parish did not "come out" in 1843. A temporary place of worship for adherents
of the Free Church was secured in Straiton House, Wemyss Place; in 1846 the property was purchased and adapted
for congregational use; this was Free St Stephen's. Rev. Dr William Ewing, Annals ofthe Free Church ofScotland
( 1904 )- afterwards cited as Ewing.
" Rev. Francis Gillies, 1808-62, was translated from Rattray to Free St Stephen's in 1846. Ewing, I, 168.
This was a group of young men who met, usually on Friday evenings, to hear and discuss a paper by one of
their members.
48

" Rev. Alexander Bonar, 18!0-92, educated at the High School, was Free Church minister at Collace in
Perthshire. Ewing, I, 98.
" The Oxford English Dictionary (OED), gives 1846 as the first record of this word. The reference is to the
Second Coming of Christ to reign for a thousand years on earth. It was firmly believed by many mid-Victorians of
the Evangelical persuasion, all prominent in philanthropic causes. The only text that bears on this seems to be
Revelation, XX, 1-5. Neither the Westminster Confession of Faith nor its exposition by the Rev. Robert Shawsee note 52 - gives the idea any authority. James Boyd appears to be orthodox, and Mr Bonar heterodox.
" Robert Southey, 1774-1843, was Poet Laureate from 1818 until his death.
" The "Deity of the Son of God was controverted and denied at an early period of the Christian Church" by
the Arians, and later by the Socinians. "The modern Socinians who called themselves Unitarians, the disciples of
Dr Priestley, ... maintain that Christ was a mere man." Robert Shaw, The Reformed Faith, an Exposition ofthe
Westminster Confession of Faith (1845, re-published 1974).
" George William Bell, M.D., 1813-89, was the author, as James thought, of Day and Night in the Wynd, of
Edinburgh. Originally published in 1849 and re-issued at least four times before the end of 1850, it was reprinted,
with a short biography of the author, by E.P. Publishing Ltd., Wakefield, Yorkshire, in 1973. The descriptions of
life around the High Street are based on Dr Bell's own visits.
" A word for bushmen, aborigines of Cape Colony, South Africa.
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" Rev. Andrew Elliot, 1790-: 1855, went from Coldstr:a:::,~o:::!~~e:;!~:r~:~;~.i~~:~1. ~~i:thian) in
1818. He was the editor of The Origma/ Secession Mhagazm • d d Mr Robertson in Portsburgh in 1852. Small, I,
" Rev. David M. Croom, 1810-82, ofSanqu ar, succee e
245 and 443.
.
0 slave who escaped and was befriended by a Quaker.
" James C. Pennington, 1809-70, was an Amencan n:gr
h
nd author Th - Fugitive Blacksmith tells
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.
of his escape and rescue. Dictionary of American Biography.
t "OED
" "Trumpery paragraphs reserved to fill up col~~~s ;;:e;;;~~p:::t~; wife of Francis 6th Earl ofWemyss.
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a Lo doftheCourtofSession,in1834.Jameswrote
"' Francis Jeffrey• 1773-1850, a High School pupII, eci"~~ a. i:hing and if we exclude Wordsworth, Dickens
in his "Memorabilia"• "The great men of our land are year y im':;'. "
and Macaulay we may truly ask 'Our great men, wher~ are they. 848 65
61
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., Burns dedicated the Edinburgh ed1t1on of his poems
o
read " I was bred to the plough and am independe_nt. :: bracin History Archaeology, Biogra~hy, Science, the
" Chambers' Papers for the People was a senes em
g th
:th Criticism Fiction P, .:,nal Narrative
•
•
h I d. t . sinSocia!Economy·toge erw1
•. . . d'st'nct sub1' ect" The first number was "The
Industrial and Fine Arts, t e ea mg op1c
L·
t
eh number contammg a 1 1
•
and other branches of Elegant itera ure-eaE
. " d "Valerie Duclos· a Tale"· the sixth was also a tale, "The
F ·1 " then "The Sepulchres of truna an
•
•
. d 2" b
Bonaparte
am,ThePaperswerepubhshedweeklyan
Y,
•
d each cost 1½d·• the first number was pubhshe on ~e ruary
Sunken
Rock".
1850." W.
R. Chambers,
.
Mr&Donald
Sinclair Catalogue.
(52) was a widower
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. 849 50 R H S Archives.
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ar es ,c e
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. b the whole class, smaller type to page 46 by the
From his remarks James appears.
" "Turner's Grammatical Exerc,ses- Part I - Larger type y
higher division ." Rector's Report, in Steven, op. cit. Col bester. The full title was Grammatical Exercises on the
William Turner was master at the_ Free School,
cd
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corrected by Aglionby R. Carson. See note 494. ID' .
(SND)· the latter however, gives one meaning of
,. Not in OED nor in the Scottish Nationa 1ct1onary
,
•
•·bucket" as "a big loose boot" (1824).
h'
" William Dargavel was a class-mate from 1849-51. R.H.S. Arc ives.
:: ~~o:::'::~~;land, 1792-1851 , took the title Lord Dundrennan when he was made a Lord of the Court of
Session.
H . k • 1837 he "found occupation with his relative,
,. Rev. Walter Turnbull, 1817-50, was born nea~h aw~cC; ;~ ge in 1840 and taught in Portsburgh Sabbath
Mr John Boyd of York Place .. . He entered the U .P.
urc
o e
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School. He went to Jamaica in January 1849 havin
.
.
16 March 1850. The Missionary Record of th U pg ~:me: Margaret Gneve the previous December. He died on
In 1841 Turnbull then a ""oume mane e . . " . urc 'June 1850.
" W. E. Aytoun'. 1813-6~ was ~rot arpenter hved next doorto James in Duncan Street. See also note 176.
Sheriff of Orkney; he wrote La;s o'the S;;;~;:fcRheltonc{aln84d9B)elles Lettresat Edinburgh University, and in 1850
so G
'J
ava lers
m the style of Scott
eorge Robertson (44 ), a mastertailor, his wife Janet {40) d h .
. . .
"JohnWilson 1785-1854 "Ch. t h N
"
an t e1rfourchlldrenhvedatlScotlandStreet
'
'
ns op er orth wasProfessorofM lPh"lI
h
.
.
The Foresters was published in 1825 . Words
th
'
f
.
ora
osop Yat Edinburgh University.
.,
,
wor wrote o an earlier no J "M
k"
tere~; E . Swa~n, Christopher North {Edinburgh, 1934).
ve
ore maw ISh stuff I never encoun.
In 1850,t was The Edinburgh Even· C
cited as E. E. Courant.
mg ourant, pubhshed on Monday and Thursday, price 4½d. Afterwards
:: !e~. Dr ~oskeph Brow_n, 1810-:97, was ordained at Dalkeith in 1834. Small I 55 and II 100
n rew ra 1 ner, Jumor, Wntmg Master 63 So th B ·ct
.
, ' '
'
.
'
u
n ge. Edinburgh Postal Directory, afterwards cited

as Directory.

" This was an attempt to have Post Offices closed on
The Scotsman (20 February) reported a meeting of h t. ~~:~?s and_consequently no collections or deliveries.
ment to prohibit all communication by letter f
wS a ,dt ea e our Edinburgh Pharisees" to petition the Govern"
.
rom atur ay to Monday Th "
movmg a further clause to the petition, that the exactin on Sund
.
e row was caused by the Prizewinner
and from cab and carriage drivers was also a sin I I g_
h ~y of ~nnecessary labour from domestic servants
which one man had his arm broken .

. n c earmg t e d1ssentients "a scene of brutal violence ensued" in

" The only bookseller of that name in the Director i A T
.
employed by a Princes Street bookseller.
y s . od, 1 St Patnck Square; possibly Mrs Tod was
" Mrs Catherine Crow, 1800- 76 wrote man novel
d
.
manr/ears. _The Adventures of Susan Hopley wa/publisie~nina;:tooks for children . She lived in Edinburgh for
Feh:'.~:ebmans, 1793-1835, is c_hiefly remembered for her poem Casabianca, which begins·
e oy stood on the burning deck
·
Whence all but he had fled ."
: 4 Queen Street, next door to the U .P. Synod Hall.
ThefuneralofMajorCrouch FortMa"or Edinb hC
considerable interest and the route ~f the p J ' .
urg h astle, to the Dean Cemetery; "The event excited
27 February.
rocesSion was t ronged by crowds of spectators." The Scotsman,
" Catherine Sinclair, 1800-64 a daughter of Sir Johns· 1 .
me a1r, wrote many children's books and novels and
was much engaged in philanthropic ;.ork.
92

"Last night, between seven and ei ht o '

.

and R. Raimes and Co., wholesale dru ~s clock, a fire broke out in the extensive establishment of Messrs. J.
involved the destruction of property to ;;r::t:!:a~ufact~:gl che?'ists: South Place, Leith Walk, which has
Lord Provost was present with Sheriff Gordon and ~~;riffs k~ oss IS estu'.'ated ~t £10,000 to £20,000 ... The
" Lockhart McLaren, watchmaker 6 Duncan St t D"r ey and Jamieson. E.E. Courant, 25 February.
94 The Scottish Young Men's Socie; or anised ree .
,rectory.
.
nights from 26 February to 30 April The ey t g
' a course of ten lectures m St Andrew's Church on Tuesday
.
·
n ranee ,ees were "Gentleme 1/6 L d" l/0"
.
n
• a ies
• The subiects included
Self-knowledge and Self-culture the Bible d Ch . . . .

A

Eight of the lecturers were minis,ters.

an

nstiamty m vanous aspects, the Druids and Sir Isaac Newton.

" Rev. Dr William Lindsay Alexander 1815 77 oftheC
.
preacher and theologian with a European r~puta~on' H" l on(~;;;honal C_hapel, Argyle Square, was a scholar,
" Sir William Allan 1782-1850 p "d
f . IS ona
. ), contains speculations on the Druids.
,
, res, ent o the Royal Scott1Sh Acade • h
b
·
·
h ad part of his education at the High School d W. . N"
my• e was orn in Edinburgh and
97 "P
un er 111 1am 1col, Burns' crony
ea Jacket or Pilot Coat 1830's on {M) Worn . h
.
pilot cloth or mohair. D-B with wide lapel~ and ~elvet e;; er :s an overcoat or as a short closed coat, and made of
and sack-like, the comers cut square and e d"
b co har,kt e skirts closed behind. As an overcoat made loose
, .
,
n mga ovet e nees.
C Wlna~h; !8~ sit ~as given huge buttons and often a short back vent. From 1860 it became known as a REEFER "
. ,; The Hig~n;'hngtolnQand C. Beard, Dictionary of English Costume, 900-1900 (London 1960).
.
b
'
c oo uarter Days were 1 October 15 D
ecem er, 1 March and 15 May. Steven, op. cit.
" From Charles Dickens' The Old Curiosity Sho/

A SCHOOLBOY'S DIARY FOR

1850

117

100
The Fees were raised in 1847 from £1 to£!. 1.0 per quarter for the four classical masters. There were extra fees
for those who took subjects such as Arithmetic, French or Fencing in the afternoon . In addition there was a
Matriculation Fee of 5/- and an optional Library Fee. With a class of 107 (as it was in 1849-50), Dr Boyd would
draw some £420 per annum in fees alon.e . Steven, op. cit.
101
Robert Pollock, 1789-1827, was educated for the ministry of the Secession Church and had a charge in
England. The Course of Time runs to some 10,000 lines.
102
The class was divided into divisions of about fifteen boys each, sub-divided into sections of five; each section

was in charge of a monitor who was responsible for their homework. Steven, op. cit.
10

The sixteen-year-old son of David Craik, s.s.c .. 11 Duncan Street.
The house was for sale by public roup at Dowells, 18 George Street. It was a main door flat "with Area and
sunken Hat also cellars and back garden"; rent£60. 15/-. It was advertised in The Scotsman, the upset price on
9 February was £785, and on 2 March, £735.
••• Possibly Dr W. A. Gray, 20 Bristo Street. Directory.
••• Sir David Wilkie, 1785 - 1841; Sir Edward Landseer, 1802-73; and Sir John Watson Gordon, 1778-1864,
who succeeded Sir William Allan as President of the Royal Scottish Academy in 1850, and was knighted in that year.
10
' Rev. Edward Bickersteth, 1786-1850, was an evangelical Church of England clergyman. He travelled for
the Missionary Society and was the author of many tracts and treatises.
••• Miss Margaret Boyack (38) and Miss Joanna Boyack (29), both "proprietors of houses", lived at 10 Duncan
Street.
109
James is referring to a story in verse at the end of the Scrymgeour poetry book. It relates how a certain man
told a neighbour that he had been so ill that his vomit had been "black as a crow". The neighbour told another that
the man had vomited a crow; he told another neighbour that it was two crows; this last reports that it was three crows!
The author was John Byrom, 1692-1763, who wrote "Christians awake ! salute the happy morn" .
11
° Charles Cowden Clarke, 1787 - 1877, friend of Lamb and Keats.
111
Sir James Gibson-Craig, w.s .. 1765-1850 {who added "Craig" on succeeding Robert Craig of Riccarton),
was the father of William ·Gibson-Craig, M.P. for Edinburgh.
112
The Scotsman (9 March) quotes a letter to a Mr Peck in Liverpool from his son in San Francisco saying that
he had news that Sir John and his party had found the North West Passage, but doubts the report. Sir John had died
in 1847, though this was not known unti l 1854.
'

104

1 13

..

Jonathan" is the American equivalent of "John Bull".

114

Dr William Maxwell Gunn, 1806-51, was appointed to the High School as one of the classical masters in 1843;
in 1849-50 he was in charge of the Fourth Class, of71 pupils. He was the author of Religion in connexion with a
Natural System of Instruction (Edinburgh, 1840)-see also note 11. Possibly owing to the stress caused by a difference
of opinion with the Free Church Synod he died at forty-five .
'" Eliza Cook, 1818-89, published her Journal from 1849 to 1854. She also wrote much verse, including "The
Old Armchair". Cambridge Biography of English Literature, III, 284.
16
'
Not traced; possibly in The Scottish Press.
' " The Misses Margaret (26) and Janet (24) Laidlaw lived at 26 Duncan Street with their widowed father (52),
a retired inn-keeper.
'" James thinks he is not as quick as he should be!
11 9

John Davidson, James's cousin, was one of a firm of house decorators, Davidson, Peters and Bryden, of

46 George Street. See entry for 18 May.
120
James Miller (51), a solicitor, his wife Anne (33) and their son John (2) lived at 20 Nelson Street.
'" James Grahame, 1765-1811. The Sabbath was much praised, but not by the Edinburgh Review or Byron,
who called him "Graveyard Grahame". The lines quoted occur in a passage of some dozen lines, the normal
length for a Saturday's lesson.
'" William Ramsay of Barnton, 1809-50, reputedly "the richest commoner in Scotland", died at Barnton
House; he was interested in horse-breeding and racing; M.P. for Stirlingshire, 1831, and for Midlothian, 1841-45.
123
124

This may have been any one of several Alexanders who were ministers of the U.P. Church.
••in the cap way" means that they were selling caps, according to OED; it is a difficult sentence to understand,

perhaps an "and" has been omitted after "way", perhaps the umbrellas covered the women.
"' Peter Scott, Clothier and Shirt Merchant, 9 South Bridge. Directory.
126
The Scotsman gives a whole column to this; for "surgical" read "psychological"? Peter Pearson, the
murderer, was sent to Perth Penitentiary.
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"'"B
d' R
Ip·
anva~ s oya 1ctu_re of th_e Mississippi River in the Waterloo Rooms, the same as exhibited b
;~~~i"."~a\~'"~~o:.;astle, will open m Edinburgh on Monday evening next. Admission - Front Seats2s. Bal
, a ery . he Scotsman, 30January. On 23 February The Scotsman reported that the show "continues
:~a~t~:::~:';:;,"e~h;:;-~~;:i~:~~!'.tention and most deservedly as it is the most interesting exhibition of the kind

1" IThePIWaterloo Rooms were also known as the Calton Convening Rooms, number 27 on the north side of
W a ter oo ace.
129
130

Rev. W. Hanna, Memoirs of Thomas Chalmers,
See Note 80.

D.D.. LI.D.

(1849-52).

~~esumably the_ R~v. Dr Alexander Macleod, 1818-91, ofStrathaven notStranraer. Small, II, 49 and 229
!rand: an arttfictal water-channel or gutter, a street gutter." SND.
·
From Ktrke White's poem "To an early primrose". See note 71.
134
. In 1849-50 out of 428 boys in the High School there were nine from Ireland. 63.3% of the bo s were from
Ed11~~urgh, 23.4% from elsewhere in Scotland and 13.3% from furth of Scotland. R.H.S. Archive/
_Rev. Dr John Eadie, 1799-1876, of Cambridge Street Free Church, Glasgow, Professor at the United
Sec~3~s10n Hall. He _publtshed Lectures on the Bible to the Young. Small, II, 67 and IOI .
.
James and htS mother would board the train at Scotland Street Station. Angus Graham "The Ed' b h
Le,:~, and _Newhaven Railway", Book of the Old Edinburgh Club, XXXIII, 159-64.
•
m urg •
. ThtS was the twenty-fourth Annual Exhibition of the Royal Scottish Academy, opened on 16 Februar .
~dm,sston ,(I-, catalogue 6d. Number 50 was the only picture exhibited by Sir William Allan. "Fun" (232) a:d
C~;;os,ty (393) were by John Faed. Thomas Faed's picture was "Jeannie Deans and the Duke of Argyle",
139 The quotation IS included m Imes 715-32, which was probably the section for Saturday's study
P~esumably the daughter of Robert Hogue, Surgeon Dentist, 65 Queen Street.
·
140
Str John Dick Lauder of Fountain hall and Grange, 1813-67. was accused of striking and kicking a railwa
gu~r:. at Waverley Statton: The guard had discove red that during a journey from Glasgow to Edinburgh Sir Joh~
an . ts friends had vandaltsed one of the compartments. Police came and the guard said it would be necessary to
d~tam Str John.' but a message arrived from the Stationmaster to say that it would be enough to take Sir J h ·
d
Str John was tned before a jury in the Sheriff Court and fined£ JO or thirty days' imprisonment. The Sc:ts::~:r30
March. In a leader on 24 Apnl, The Scotsman criticised a "fiery" article in The Fife Herald which held that if Sir
Joh~ had been~ poor man he would have been sent to prison.
1
Cfowhpehr s Task, Book IV, "The Winter Evening", line 34. The Scotsman of the date reports the "disastrous
e ffects o t e urncane on the Scotch coast".
1 2
'
.. Mr. Scott" has not been traced.
10
"
.
to h unt (lh )egowk, to goon a fool's errand, to be made a (n April) fool of'. SND . The "gauk" ..
k"
1s the cuckoo.
or gow
132

133

'.«

The first number of Household Words was published on Saturday, 30 March. It consisted of24 pages each
~avrng two col~mns, closely packed without any_ kind of illustration. All the contributions were anonymo~s but
rem.the papers p~y~ent sheets It has been possible to learn who was the writer of each contribution. In the first
number were (I) Lizzie by Mrs Gaske l}; (2) ~alentine's Day at the Post Office by Charles Dickens and w. H. Wills;
3
( ) The A":usementsofthe People by C.D. ; (4)An Incident in the Life of Mlle. Clairon by George Hogarth· (5)
The Wayside Well by William Allingham; (6) A Bundle of Emigrants' Lelters by "C.D." and Caroline Chish~lm
and (7) Ab~aham and the Fire_worshipper by Leigh Hunt. The whole production is light in style, moral in tone,;
mixtur~ of improve~en~ and interest aimed at the middle classes. Dickens not only contributed articles but also
supe~1sed the contnbut1ons of others very carefully. Anne Lohrli, Household Words, Table of Contents, Lists of
Conmbutors based on the Household Words Office Book (Canada, 1973).
1
"
See note 139.
0

:;~;5~h~ Menzi~s "bookseller and publisher" founded the firm in 1833, at61 Princes Street, where it remained
unt:.,
· n 1928 ,~ moved to 16/17 and to 138 Princes Street later. His home was at 16 Scotland Street.
. The Evangeltcal_ Alhance was formed in London in 1846 "to associate and concentrate the strength of an
enlightened P~ot_estan'.'.sm against the encroachments of Popery and Puseyism and to promote the interests of
Scnptural Chnsttamty . The Concise Dictionary of the Christian Church (Oxford, 1977). On 3 April the Alliance
held a Pu_bl~c Breakfast (tickets 6d) m honour of Dr Achilli, who admitted that the Inquisition was probably within
its nghts m tmpnsonmg htm for preaching against Roman Catholicism. "I assure you that the Inquisition has by no
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means terrified me ... The soldiers of the French Republic came to free me but this happened because the good
brethren of England had concussed the Government of France." The Scotsman, 6 April.
148
Rev. William Robertson, 1805-82, of New Greyfriars, convener of the Committee for Correspondence with
Foreign Churches; he devoted himself to home mission work in the Grassmarket and in 1846 established the first
Ragged School in Edinburgh. He is commemorated by a plaque at the west end of the Grassmarket. Fasti of the
Church of Scotland, I, 35.
1
George Lees, A.M., Lecturer in Natural Philosophy, School of Arts, Adam Square. Directory.
"
050
John Gray was manager of The North British Advertiser, J. and J. Gray, 8 Melbourne Place, were the
publishers. See note 32.
1
"
The Task, lines 491-505.
1
"
Probably the house called "Denham Green" on the site now occupied by the Telephone Exchange in
Denham Green Terrace. O.S. Map, 1852; Edinburgh and its environs, Sheet 14.
1
The congregation first built a church in Rose Street and when it became too small they built in Broughton
"
Place in 1821; the minister in 1850 was Rev. Dr John Brown. 1783-1858. Small, I, 437-9.
154
A very sentimental tale by Dickens.
"' By Samuel Sidney.
1
"
The question of National Education was an important one in 1850. The attitude of the Free Church and the
U.P. Church is best summed up in Dr Begg's motion in the Free Church Assembly of 1850: "That the national
education of Scotland is in a most unsatisfactory state, both in its amount and quality, and because of the exclusive
connection with the Established Church now embracing only a minority of the population; and that unless immediate
means are adopted for securing a comprehensive and effective system, the evil, instead of abating, will increase as
the population advances." N. L. Walker, Chapters from the History of ihe Free Church of Scotland (Edinburgh,
1895). The meeting was reported at great length in the newspapers. The Chairman was Adam Black, former Lord
Provost (see note 428), rep lacing Sir David Brewster (see note 335), who had to go to London. Brewster wrote "It is
certainly one of the most important questions which has ever been submitted to the citizens of Europe ... E. E.
Courant, I I April.
1
See note 34.
"
"' Rev. Dr James Begg, 1808-83, minister ofNewington Free Church. Ewing, I, 93.
"' Charles Cowan, of Valleyfield, 1801-89, paper manufacturer and M.P. for Edinburgh, 1847-59; he was a
prominent Free Church layman .
"" James Crawfuird, 1804-76; Sheriff of Perth, 1848-53, and later Lord Ardmillan.
161
This bill proposed to make it legal for a man to marry his deceased wife's sister. W. C. Sleigh of London,
barrister at law, and Thomas Russell, ironmonger, of Hunter Square, a baillie, were in favour on grounds of
expediency; the Rt. Hon. William Johnston, Lord Provost, and others at the meeting were against, on biblical
grounds. R. J. Moxey was Superintendent of Police. Johnston had called a meeting of those opposed to the bill,
but it was not made clear in the advertisement whether others were invited. Messrs Sleigh and Russell tried to
propose an amendment but were not allowed to speak. When they protested, the Lord Provost called on Mr Moxey
to remove them . A row ensued in which a breach of the peace was committed. On 10 April, Sleigh was fined two
guineas, Russell one, in the Police Court. E.E. Courant, ll April.
162
Andrew Combe, M.D .• 1797-1847, was born in Edinburgh; a physiologist and phrenologist, he was "physician
extraordinary" to the Queen in Scotland.
"' Household Narrative gave a summary of the news of the month.
164
The Task, Book V, 704-19.
1
Rev. DrThomasGuthrie, 1803-73, ministerof FreeStJohn's; the effect of his "Plea for the Ragged Schools"
"
was electric and he became identified with the movement, personally in Edinburgh and in name and influence
throughout the country. Ewing, I, 179.
His statue is in Princes Street Gardens, near the West End.
166
Rev. Dr John Ker, 1818-86, was ordained at Alnwick and translated to Sydney Place Church, Glasgow, in
1851. Small, II, 40.
"' Newton St Boswells was a two hours' train journey from Edinburgh; the single 1st class fare was 8/6; 2nd,
6/3 , and 3rd, 4/-.
"' Rev. David Lumgair, 1816-74, was ordained in Newton St Boswells in 1844. Small, II, 465 . "A sound gospel
preacher, a faithful pastor, a genial and most estimable man, a kind and faithful friend." James Tait, Two Centuries
of Border Church Life (Kelso, 1889), vol. II, 260.
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1
"

Isaiah, II, 10.
They were recuperating in Momingside.
The Task, Book V, 719-32.
1
Thomas Cunningham, 61 North Bridge. Edinburgh Directory.
"
173
Illustrations of Cheapness: a Globe, by Charles Knight.
1
By Mrs Catherine Crow. See note 87.
"
1
J. S. Knowles, 1784-1862, a prolific dramatist, may have been in Edinburgh for the benefit performances
"
for Mr and Mrs Keane at the Theatre Royal on 20 and 24 April.
."' See note 78. "Turnbull: Died at Mount Zion, Jamaica, on the 16th March, Rev. Walter Turnbull, of the
U~1ted Presbytenan Church, Cornwall . .Mr Turnbull died of a decline after having been engaged in the Jamaica
M1ss10n for less than one year." U.P. Magazine, June 1850; see note 416.
117
The 38th anniversary of the Congregational Union of Scotland was to be held from Tuesday to Thursday,
and Dr Bmney, delegate from the Congregational Union of England and Wales, was expected to take part. Rev.
Dr Thomas Bmn~y,_ 1798-1874, was pastor at Weigh House, London, and twice chairman of the Union; he was a
110

111

noted controveFs1ahst.
178
See note 95.
179

Rev. Dr Ralph Wardlaw, 1779-1853, was from 1819 minister of the Congregational Chapel, West George
Street, Glasgow. HIS later years were dISturbed by charges impeaching his integrity in financial affairs.
180
The name "I_ndependents" for "Congregationalists" is derived from the "Old Scots Independents" one of
the sources of ScottISh Congregationalism along with the Glasitesand the Bereans. H. Escott, A History ofScottish
Congregationalism (Glasgow, 1960), pp. 24-36.
18 1
Willia~ Bennison was accused of murdering his wife by administering arsenic; James Deary and Daniel
1
0 Rourke, Insh labourers, were accused of murdering William Fairbairn in Kelso. The Scotsman, 24 April; E. E.
Courant, 22 Apnl.
1

The Scotsman, of 5 February and later dates, deals with "an action at the instance of Mr Snare, the exhibitor
"
of the picture of Charles I by Velasquez [not Van Dyck], against the trustees of the Earl of Fife for damage sustained
through the proceedmgs of the defenders after their seizure of the portrait which they alleged had been "stolen or
surrept111ously extracted" from the estate of the late James, Earl of Fife".
1
In 1850 Communion Sundays were on 10 February, 28 April, 28 July and 27 October. The April and October
"
celebral!ons were preceded by a Fast Day on the Thursday and church services on the Thursday and Friday, as
well as services on the Sunday and Monday.
"' Rev. Dr Alexander Beith, 1791-1891, was minister of Stirling Free Church. Ewing I 94.
::: Rev. William Dickson (not Dick), 1824-55, was ordained at Balerno in 1847. Smail, 621.
Argyll Square Congregational Chapel, North College Street.
187
A plunge bath allowed complete immersion. In 1850 such baths were rare, asJamesappreciated; the baths
were fixed and had a drain pipe, but had to be filled by hand.
181
An apposite quotation from Scott's Lay of the Last Minstrel, Canto V, 2.
"' By C harles Dickens.
0
"
By Perceval Leigh.
191
By John Forster.
192
ByW. H. Wills.

i,

193

269.
194

Rev. Dr Samuel Miller, 1810--81, was from 1844 minister of St Matthew's Free Church, Glasgow. Ewing, I,

This was the second Communion of the year; for "sermon .. , see note 23.
St Luke's Free Church, Young Street.
Rev. Dr_ Alexander Neil Somerville, 1813-89, was minister of Anderston Free Church, Glasgow. He
und :~took m1ss1onary visits to Spain, India, Australia, South Africa and Asia Minor. Ewing, I, 323.
1
, . Rev. Dr John Newlands, 1803-61, was minister of Wilson U.P. Church, Perth. Small, II, 555.
1
Pnnce Arthur, Duke of Connaught, was born 1 May. According to Court reports, the Queen entertained the
Queen of the Belgians to luncheon, attended Church and took a drive in an open carriage in the last week of April.
Lady ~ongford seems to have the right explanation: "Every Victorian going into labour was said to have been
'taken 111' . " E. Longford, Victoria R.I. (1966), p. 721.
199
Samuel Bagster (the elder), 1772-1851, published editions of his Polyglot Bible from 1816 onwards.
00
'
Adam Black, teacher of English and Elocution, 31 Nicolson Street. Directory.
1

"
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William Donaldson Thomson was in Class I in 1849-50. R.H.S. Archives.
"Lochiel's Warning" by Thomas Campbell, 1777-1843, was published anonymously, with "Hohenlinden",
in 1802. It is a duologue, in some 90 lines, between Lochiel and a Wizard who warns him not to go to Culloden. It
contains the line "Coming events cast their shadows before. "
203 James Carstairs Tod (15) was in Class III (Mr Carmichael's) in 1849-50. R.H.S . Archives.
2"
Was this the letter inviting the Rev. Mr Bell to stay with them? See note 210. Presumably his father signed
the letter. The reply was received the next day, which seems unlikely, even for 1850!
.
205 Joseph Noel Paton, 1821-1901, was elected to the Royal Scottish Academy in 1850. In 1866 he wasappomted
H.M. Royal Limner in Scotland and was knighted. The picture (no. 151) was bought for £700; it is now in the
National Gallery.
206 There was no picture with this title in the Exhibition; possibly "His First Trews" (no. 340) by Robert Mcinnes.
207 By Sir-John Watson Gordon, 1788-1864; no. 152.
208 By Sir Edwin Landseer, 1802-73; no. 365, it is now in the Royal collection.
209 "Tirocinium" (lines 296-313) is an attack on English Public Schools, contrasting their harsh treatment of
young boys with the bliss and innocence of their earlier years.
. .
2 '° Rev. John (not George) Peden Bell, 1818-75, was ordained at Midmar U.P. Church, Aberdeenshire, m
1849. He published religious works showing "a philosophic mind without corresponding gifts of expression".
Small, 1,33.
211 The Synod was held from 6 to 10 May.
212 By Charles Dickens and W. H. Wills.
213 By William Howitt.
.
2"
Possibly the wife of John Gellatly (48), engraver and lithographic printer, 26 George Street, who hved at
14 Scotland Street. They had five children and kept two servants.
"' William Graham, of the Naval and Military Academy, 78 Queen Street. Directory.
"' Rev. James Meikle, 1787-1870, was ordained at Beith in 1812. As outgoing Moderator he preached a sermon
on the opening day of the Synod. Small, 11,530.
.
. .
211 Rev. Henry Angus, 1794-1860, was ordained in 1816at St Nicolas, Aberdeen. "His preachmg was hm1ted
owing to his delivery." Small, I, 13.
218 ByW. H. Wills.
"' By Samuel Sydney.
220 The business for the Synod on Wednesday was the affairs of the Theological Hall.
221 See note 26.
m Rev. Dr David King, 1808-83, of Greyfriars U .P. Church, Glasgow, had recently visited Jamaica with his
wife because she suffered from a pulmonary disease. U.P. Magazine, June 1850; Small, I, 479, and II, 25 and 206.
m Rev. George Blyth, 1797-1866, after service in Bristo, Edinburgh, and in Russia, was sent to Jamaica as a
missionary in Hampden in 1823. He returned in 1850 in impoverished health; he was allocated to mission service
in Glasgow where he served for ten years. Small, II, 78.
"' Mr Blyth reported that "only two weeks before he left Jamaica he had been called upon to follow to _the
grave the mortal remains of Mr Turnbull who had so lately entered the field-one of the most devoted and pious
servants of God whom he had ever known". U.P. Magazine, June 1850.
m Rev. Frederic Mo nod was the representative of the Evangelical Churches of France, established in 1849.
"The evangelical party, headed by Frederic Monod, separated from the Reformed Synod, renouncing all endowments and organising themselves on a purely voluntary basis." J. R. Fleming, The Church in Scotland (Edinburgh,
201

202

I 927), p. 223.
220 Rev. Dr Thomas Archer, 1805-64, of Oxendon Street Church, London, where he was ordained in 1832.
In addition to his church Work he delivered many public lectures. Small, I, 591.
m Mr Goldie, a missionary from Old Calabar, was the editor of a catechism and a collection of texts in the
Old Calabar language. U. P. Magazine, 1850.
228 Rev. Peter Brown, 1800?-71, U.P. minister in Wishaw where he was inducted in 1831. Small, II, 240.
229 "The audience rose en masse to greet with most enthusiastic cheering Dr. Pennington who said he came
among them 'as a stray Ethiopian- a fugitive slave'." U.P. Magazine. See note 57 .
230 Rev . Dr William Anderson, 1798-1872, was inducted to John Street U.P. Church, Glasgow, after some
differences of opinion with the Presbytery, particularly over a statement from the pulpit that, rather than the
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hallelujahs ?f heaven, many sinners would prefer the company of that other place, could they but "carry on a
lucrative brimstone traffic there, or did they find that there were wine, women and theatres in hell" s II I 16
and 452, II, 24, 27 and 134.
· ma • •
"' By Richard Home.
232

Several ministers named Miller attended the Synod; possibly the Rev. AlexanderMillerofKeith, 1806-1900
'
was the one brought by Mr Bell. Small, I, 113 and 120, 11,500.
::: Probably the Rev. Andrew Murray of Forfar, 1814-90. Small,(. 83.
Rev. James Robertson, 1816-79, was ordained in Duncan StreetU.P. Church Newington in 1848
II
1,474and535.
'
,
· ma,

s

"' Mr Alexander, a ruling elder from Greenock, had been refused permission to take part in a laying on of hands
at an ?rdmallon and asked for a decision from the Synod. The Synod ruled that under present regu lations only
teaching elders were allowed to take part, but they referred the matter back to presbyteries for their views The
Scotsman, I I May.
·
In the Presbyteri~n chur~hes the term elders includes the clergy (for distinction called teaching elders), but in
ordhinahry la~J:uag~ It 1s restncted to the lay or ruling elders who are chosen in each parish or congregation to act
t e m1mster m the care of the congregation.

Wit

"' Rev. Henry Renton, 1804-77, was ordained at Kelso in 1830. In 1852 he went to Kaffraria to deal with
troubles there and was so successful that on his return he was elected Moderator Small II 264
"In Edinburgh and other partsof the country Dr. John Brown and Peddie ofB;isto, H~rp~r and Stuart of Leith
He~~erson ofGalashiels, and Renton of Kelso were memorable leaders." Fleming, op. cit.
'
"' Rev. Andrew Robertson, 1810-75, was ordained at Stow in 1838. Small, II, 431.
Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, prolific hymn writer.
"' See note 256.

::~ Rev. James ~her~an. 1796-1862, was a popular English dissenting preacher and writer.
After the D1srupt1on, New Street Church became Canongate Free Church; in 1850 the minister was the
Rev. W. Nisbet, 1809-69. Ewing, I, 284.
"' The Church of Scotland Assembly Hall on the south side of Castle Hill, built in 1842-44· recently Highla d
Tolbooth St John's Church.
'
n
::: George Johnston, Edinburgh Temperance Hotel and Reading Room, 5 Nicolson Street. Directory.
Rev_- J_ohn Steedman, 1813-84, was ordained in 1842 as colleague to Dr Stuart and Mr Stewart at Erskine
Church, Snrling. Small, II, 669.
"' Rev. Dr _Hugh Heugh, 1782-1846, was a prominent minister of the Secession Church and published a
number of rehgious works. Rev. H. Macgill, The Life of Hugh Heugh, D.D. (Edinburgh, 1850)· reviewed in The
Scotsman, 20 July.
'
. "' Probably the Fletchers of35 Frederick Street; Fletcher and Hunter were watchmakers at 31 Frederick Street
D,rectory.
·
"' By Charles Dickens.
247

a This may be a reference to the time James went to bed.

"' Macphai/'s Edinburgh Ecclesiastical Journal was published by William Macphail, printer, 2 Greenside Place.
The first number (~ebruary 1846) contained seven articles in its 76 pages, with such titles as "The Established
Church and its Pos1t1on ", "The Record of Missions" and "Hengstenberg on the Psalms" together with two reviews
and a month by month chronicle for 1845; authors are not named, The Journal was published monthly in much the
same form until at least 1853.
"' The authorised style of preaching a sermon was to speak apparently as the spirit moved; in actual fact sermons
were usually wntten and learnt by heart. In time, however, some ministers, among them Dr Chalmers, read their
sermons and this came to be tolerated, if not completely approved.
"' "A few m?nths before the end of the year ... the places held by each boy at the close of the day are carefully
mark.~d. According to the average place derived from this each boy is finally ranked a few days before the end of
July. Dr Gunn, as quoted by Steven, op. cit.
"' See note 126.
"' ~ev. D_uncan McGr~go~, 1824-91, was ordained in Stornoway in 1849. Ewing, I, 229.
A V1s1t to the Arctic Discovery Ships" by F. K. Hunt; see note 112.
'" By Perceval Leigh.
"' This was the s~th of Chambers' Papers for the People;see note 68.
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256
"A levee was held in the County Hall, Lawn market and thereafter the Commissioner with a Guard of Honour
of the 93rd. Highlanders proceeded on foot to the High Church to attend divine service." E.E. Courant, 23 May.
Mr John Boyd was at the levee. The U. P. Magazine for July rem arks that "there was a slight abatement of the
pomp attending the movements of Her Majesty's representative".
"' Rev. Dr Alexander Lockhart Simpson, 1785-1861, was ordained in 1812. He was Moderator of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 1849. Fasti, 1, 152.
"' "Belonging or appertaining to the Established Church of Scotland after the Disruption of 1843, generally
with derogatory force." SND.
"' Robert Montgomerie, 8th Lord Belhaven, 1793-1868, was for some years a representative Scottish peer;
he had been created Baron Hamilton ofWishaw in the U.K. peerage in 1831.
'" A grand military review in which the 13th Light Dragoons, the Royal Artillery and the 93rd Highlanders
acted in combination. The Scotsman, 25 May.
" ' By William Weir.
"' "Feu duty- the annual rent paid by a vassal to his superior for tenure of lands . .. 1832." OED.
"' Rev. DrJames Henderson, 1797-1874, was ministerofSt Enoch's Free Church, Glasgow. Ewing, I, 184.

264

By Harriet Martineau.
8

The author of the couplet was Richard Parson, 1759-1808. J. S. Watson, Life of Porson (1861).
"' "The Irish Difficulty solved by Con McNale", by- Browne.
"' Henry Peter Brougham, Baron Brougham and Vaux, 1778-1868, was educated at the High School and
Edinburgh University. The book is Historical Sketches of Statesmen in the time of George Ill.
"' Rev. Alexander Salmon, 1802-64, of Paisley and Barrhead, went to Sydney, N.S.W., in 1849. Ewing, I, 309.
'" Edward Young, 1683-1765, is principally remembered for The Complaint, or Night Thoughts on Life, Death
and Immortality, which contains the line "Procrastination is the thief of time".
'" Dowell's Auction Rooms were at 65 George Street from 1830 to 1975, when the firm was incorporated in
"Phillips in Scotland".
"' Hannah More, 1745-1833 , is best remembered as a "blue stocking" and as the friend of Burke, Horace
Walpole, Reynolds and Johnson.
"' Lord Ashley moved an address to the Crown "that the Sabbath Day be one of rest in the Post Offices
throughout the kingdom", The motion was passed. See note 85.
"' Possibly the Rev. Samuel Spence, 1803-91; after a period in Liverpool, then in Dundee asa U.P. minister,
he transferred to the Free Church and became minister at Kilbirnie. Ewing, I, 234.
"' Newington Free Church.
"' Rev. Dr Robert Macdonald, 1813-93, was ordained at Blairgowrie in 1837. In central Scotland he was "like
a torch offire in a sheaf'. He was to the fore in advocating the Free Church's programme for the building of schools
and of New College. Ewing, I, 224.
"' Sir James Forrest, Bart., ofComiston, 1780-1860, was Lord Provost in 1838.
"' Rev. Dr James Hamilton, 1814-67, was in 1838 Dr Candlish 's assistant in St George's Church, Edinburgh;
in 1841 he was inducted in the National Scotch Church, Regent Square, London (founded by Edward Irving),
where he remained until his death. He wrote a great many books and pamphlets, including Memoirs of Lady
Colquhoun (1849) .
"' The parching heat has come; Virgil, Eclogue VII, 48.
"' By F. K. Hunt.
279
James' Uncle John was an undertaker as well as a cabinet maker.
0
"
By Henry Morley.
"' Southey's "Thalaba", Book X.
"But love is indestructible,/lts holy flame for ever burneth."
282
Thrift is a great source of income. Cicero, Paradoxia Stoicorum, 6.3, 49.
283
See note 264.
"' Another extract from Young's "N ight Thoughts'' -see note 268.
"' There were only three trains from Edinburgh to Eskbank Station beside which Eskbank Cottage stood. They
travelled, therefore, to Dalkeith Station and walked to Eskbank. Timetable facsimile in John Thomas, The North
British Railway, vol. I (Newton Abbot, 1969).
"' Rev. James Mather, F.S.A.Scot., was librarian of the U.P. Church; he died 1856/57
'"
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Sir Andrew Agnew, Bart., of Lochnaw, 1821-87, was ordained at Wigtown Free Church in 1851 . He was 3

str~?f supporter of Sabbatarianism, as had been his father when a Member of Parliament. Ewing, I, 78 .
Albany Street Congregational Chapel.

'." Rev. T. W. B. Aveling (died 1884) was pastor of Kingsland Congregational Church, London. He was
chairman of the Congregational Union in 1876.
0

"
William Duncan, s.s.c. (40), lived with his sister, Miss Duncan (44) at I Heriot Row; they kept three servants.
Jam~~ reported the death of Mrs Duncan, ofthe same address, on 20 March, presumably their mother. On J2June
he v1s1ted Mr Duncan .
291
Mr Smith has not been traced.
"' See note 247.
By Alexander Mackay.
194
By R. H. Horne.
"' By Charles Knight.

. "' ''Th~. O_rphans' Voyage Home'\ by R. H. Horne and Miss Earle. It describes how two orphans "close huddled
side to side died of cold on deck , while the other passengers "within their berths forgot the icy wind and snow".
"' See note 290.
::: See note 161. The appeals to the High Court by_Sleigh and Russell were refused. E.E. Courant, 13 June.
. Rev. Dr G . B. Cheever, 1807 - 90, was an American d1vme. The book was Windings ofthe River ofthe Water
of Life m the development, discipline and fruits offaith (New York, 1849).
300
See note 260.
301
•

The Orion, a ~omp~ratively new iron vessel of519 tons, was on the run from Liverpool toGreenock, which

It normally accomplished m about fifteen hours, when on a clear night and a calm sea she struck a rock about

three-quarters ofa mile off shore near Port pa trick and sank. One hundred and fifty of th'e passengers were saved
but _some fifty were missing, believed drowned. The Scotsman, 19 June. Household Words had an article on th~
sub];,ct on 3 August- "The Preservation of Life from Shipwreck".
Su1c1de attempts were made from the Dean Bridge into the Water of Leith.
JoJ By Charles Dickens, who attacked Lord Ashley's Bill for closing Postal Services on Sundays.
'°' George William Thomson (I I) was in Class I, Dr Boyd's, in 1849- 50. His father, James (53), a wine
merchant, hved at 14 York Place with his wife, eight children and five servants.
. m The mountains will be in labour; the birth will be a single, laughable, little mouse. Horace, Ars Poetica,
lme 139.
306

There is no house in Melrose now known as Drummond Cottage. In the 1851 Census, however, a Mrs Wilson
was landlady of a house in West Port next door to the Commercial Inn. The land and house in question were owned
by an Andrew Drummond, and the houses in West Port were named "Drummond Street". It seems certain that the
building, now a baker's shop, was the house ·called Drummond Cottage. In 1850 quite substantial houses were oiven

the name of ··cottage".

0

;.?r a picture of Melrose a little earlier, see ed. D. M: Hood, Melrose 1826 (Melrose Historical Association, 1978).
Hugh Gough, 1st Viscount Gough, had served m Afnca, the West Indies, India and China. He retired from
active service in 1849.
Jos See note 202.
Jo, Robert Pate, a retired Lie utenant, struck the Queen with a "stick not thicker than a goose quill ... The
only effect which the attack had on the Queen was to cause her Majesty to raise her hand and rearrange her bonnet".
E. E. Courant, 29 June. A later number reported that Her Majesty "had a bump over her right temple nearly as
large as a walnut".
0

"
The article is most laudatory and lean not see anything at all "imprudent" in it. Mrs Turnbull gives a day-byday description of his final illness and death. See notes 78 and 224, a lso note 416.
"' The coach-hirers suggested instead a fare of 6d for half a mile, and 1/- for a mile and a quarter. Scotland
Street to Henry Street is two miles by road .

"' At the time of his death Sir Robert Peel, 1788-1850, was in opposition . On 29 June he was thrown from his
horse, breaking a collar bone; he died on 2 July.
312

Let us give thanks to God.
"' From Pleasures of Hope by Thomas Campbell, 1777-1844; the line reads: "But Hope, the charmer, lingered
a

still behind."
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4
"
From The Deserted Village by Oliver Goldsmith, 1730-74; lines 237-50.
"' Isaac Bickerstaff, ?1735-?!812, wrote in The Miller of Dee, "And this the burden of his song/Forever used
to be."
"' The High School Club was founded in 1849, its first annual meeting taking place on 31 May with the Lord
Provost in the chair. A report of the Town Council states, "A letter was read from the Rev. Dr. Steven calling the
attention of the Council to a Club or Society that had been formed among the old pupils of the Edinburgh High
School the objects of which was to advance the interests of the School and to maintain intercourse and friendship
among all who had been enrolled as pupils at that seminary." The Scotsman, 20 February. The Club has continued
and developed until the present day. Ross, op. cit., pp. 80-86.
"' I suggestthat Fergusons', 1 Melbourne Place, George IV Bridge, makers of Edinburgh Rock, is a possibility.
JIB "The first record we have ofany comparison between Edinburgh and Athens is in 1762, when James Stuart,
in the preface to his Antiquities of Athens remarked on the similarity between the two cities. But the term ''The
Modern Athens" only began to be applied to Edinburgh, Cockburn tells us, from 1815". D. Daiches, Edinburgh
(London, 1978), p. 195.
"' There was a Wesleyan Methodist Chapel at the corner of West Nile Street and Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow,
of which the Rev. Alexander Fraser was the pastor.
0
"
"At 22 Cumberland Street, Edinburgh, on the 14th inst. Mrs E. Boyd of a son." The Scotsman, 17 July.
"' See note 250.
"' Thomas Gardner (57), tea-merchant, and his wife Margaret (53) lived at51 Frederick Street. They had a son,
Thomas (25), a student of theology, and three daughters, Christina (21), Abigail (19), "at home" and Alexandrina
(13), a "scholar".
"' Graham More, hairdresser and perfumer, 1 Duke Street. Directory.
324
J. Douglas, teacher of English and Geography, and J. Watson, writing master, teacher of arithmetic and
book-keeping, were at 12 Queen Street. Directory.
"' A "flying sheet" is a "leaflet printed for distribution broadcast" according to OED. These contained an
anonymous attack on the ruling party of the Methodist Church; in particular they protested against certain ministers
being posted permanently to attractive churches in London in violation of the Methodist practice of moving ministers
after a period of some three years. U. P. Magazine, 1850.
J" Millan and Mann, clothiers and habit-makers, 1 Hanover Street. Directory.
"' John Smart and Son, bookmakers, 1 Queen Street. Directory.
J" By Miss Earle and W. H. Wills.
"' By W. H. Wills.
0
"
William James Wemyss Muir, in Class I in 1849-50.

331
Dr Webster, a lecturer in Science at an American university, had been repeatedly importuned by Dr Parkman,
his assistant, for arrears of salary. Webster sent Parkman a note asking him to come and see him. When he arrived

Webster asked him to be patient and wait a little longer for the money. When Parkman refused Webster hit him
with a stick and killed him; he burned his clothes, dismembered his body and burned it in a furnace. On 2 July
Webster confessed but said the attack was not premeditated. E.E. Courant, 23 May and 18 July.
332

"Ira furor brevis est" (anger is a short madness), was probably what James had in mind.

m Rev. George Marshall Middleton, 1826-66, was ordained in Kinross on 12 September 1850. The U.P. Record

wrote of his "graceful elocution". Small, I, 338, and II, 64.
,,. Rev. Dr James Hay, 1769-1849, was ordained in Kinross West in 1794. Small, I, 387.
"' By Charles Dickens and W. H. Wills.
JJ6 By Dudley Costello.
m Only change the name and it is of yourself the story is told. Horace, Odes, IV, xii, 69. James has changed

"'te"to'"me".
JJS

By Mme Szcepaowska and W. H. Wills.

339

This was rather a display than an examination as now understood. Prize pupils were given a chance to show
off their knowledge. Ross, op. cit.
0

I wish time would fly. Properly "Utinam tempus fugiet"; I have not found the source.
The Prize-giving was reported in '(he Scotsman of27 July. The prizes were presented by James Abercromby,
first Baron Dunfermline, 1776-1858, who had been M.P. for Edinburgh and Speaker of the House of Commons.
"' Rev. Dr William Cunningham, 1805-61, Professor of Theology and successor to Dr Chalmers as Principal
of New College.
"

J
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"
J • H: Merle d'Aubigne, D.D .. a French evangelical writer, was very popular in Scotland. The "larger work"
referr~d tom the 27 July entry was probably his History of the Reformation XV/th century (1846). The book chosen
as a pnze was The Protector: a Vindication (London, 1847).
344
G . B. Cheever, The Pilgrim Fathers, or the Journal of the Pilgrims at Plymouth New England in /620 See
note 299.
'
·

345

A . M. L._ de Lamartine, 17?CJ-1869, was a p?et, a historian, an a!_llbassador, chief executive of the government of France.'" 1848 and a candidate for the Presidency. James's prize was The History ofthe French Revolution
of 1848, issued m translatton m Bohn's Standard Library in 1849.
346
Ther~ is something attractive in the memory of unpleasant happenings once they are over and done with.
347
Bennison was accu_sed of poisoni~g his wif~ with arsenic and of bigamy. He was a workman employed by the
Shotts Iron Company, Leith Walk. The Jury unanimously found him guilty on both charges. The Scotsman 27 July.
"' See note 267.
'
"' Rev. Thomas Struthers, 1789-1864, of Avon Street U .P. Church, Hamilton. Small II 219 and 339
350
An attractive simile which I have not been able to trace.
' '
·
"' By W. H. Wills.
"' The Pearl of D_ays: or The Advantages of the Sabbath to the Working Classes. By a Labourer's daughter. With
a sketch of the authors life. It was pubhshed (by subscription) in London in 1849 and was dedicated to the Queen.
It ongmated from a layman offering three prizes of £25, £15 and£10 for the three best essays on the subject. Some
95_0 essays "'.~re sub'.1,'1tte~ and about £300 was contributed towards additional prizes. One of the essays was subm~tted by a female and for tht reason could not apparently be given a prize. "The Adjudicators, although, in
faithfulness to the mhe.~ compettwrs, constramed to lay it aside as the work of a female, . , , proposed to her 10
allow of1ts pubhcat10n [from the mtroduction to the book).
The essay in question was published as a separate booklet, illustrated by Wimper. The authoress was Barbara
H. Farq~har, whom 1850 followed her_early success with Real Religion: or the practical application of Holy Scripture
to the daily walk of life. Presumably t.h,s was the second book to which James refers. She later published a book on
female educatton and a book of poems.
"' William Dick, 179~-1866, was born in White Horse Close, the son of a farrier. By 1823, under the patronage
of the Highland and Agncultural Sodety, he had set up a School of Veterinary Surgery which was finally given
faculty status by the University of Edmburgh m 1964 as the Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies. William
Dick was also an active member of the Town Council. B.O.E.C. XXXIII, p. 38, and R. D'ArcyThomson, The
Remarkable Gamgees (Edinburgh, 1974), pp. 74-9.
"' ~ev. William Murray, 1797-1865, was ordained in Melrose in 1836; he was married and had one child of
eleven m 1850. Fasti, II, 189.
The British Assodation for the Advancement of Science was organised in.1831 by scientists including Sir
David Brewster, its president m 1850. Str David, 1781-1868, a physicist, was Principal of Edinburgh University
from 1860.
"' L. N. de Rothschild, 1808-79, Baron of Austria, head of the banking-house, had been elected M.P. for
Lo~~ on but no_t allowed to sit. He was repeatedly re-elected and finally took his seat in 1858.
7
. '.wo tram~, one from Edmburgh and one from Perth, taking passengers to Glasgow to attend the Highland
Society s Exh1b1t1on colhded at Carstairs. At least five people were killed. The Scotsman, 3 August.
"' See note 18.
::: Probably A!e.xand_er Dickson, Tailor and Clothier, 3 Chapel Street. Directory.
Only the Bnt,sh Library appear to have a copy of the Christian Times for 1850, and it has not been possible
to consult 11. Presumably this is Dr Brown, of Broughton Place U.P. Church. See note 153.
3
Rose Street U.P. Church (with seating for 1,400) was built in 1786 on the north side of Rose Street between
"
Hanover Street and South St David Street, immediately west of the Commercial Bank See note 153
362
Possibly the Rev. John Gray, 1811-87, of Freuchie. Small, I, 202.
·
·
303
William Paley, 1743-1805, was Archdeacon of Carlisle. His argument is basically that because it is clear that
a watch must have had a maker, so it is obvious that Man must also had had a Maker. Evidences of Christianity was
first published in 1794.
364
See note 21.
"' Miss Agnes Macallum (67) lived with her niece (34).
'" Hora, Paulina,, first published in 1790, compares events and people as referred to in Paul's Letters with the
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same events and people referred to in the Acts of the Apostles in order to prove that the Letters and the Acts are
independent and authentic.
367 W. Elgin, bookseller, 13 North St Andrew Street. Directory.
3"
"Little Mary, a Tale of the Black Year", by Mrs Hoare.
369 See note 306.
370 Melrose Station, North British Railway, was opened in 1849. The train leaving Edinburgh at 8.15 a.m.
arrived at Melrose at lQ.05 a.m. and at Newton St Boswells at 10.15 a.m. J. Thomas, op. cit.
371 Mrs Padon (65), "a proprietor of houses" lived with her three unmarried daughters (42, 34 and30) and four
sons at 15 Hart Street, Edinburgh.
"' James Gray and Son, furnishing ironmongers, 85 George Street; now at 89 George Street. Directory.
373 Newstead is indeed some two miles from Melrose, to the east.
374 Thomas Dunn (36) was a Writer and Bank Agent. A strong supporter of the U .P. Church, he lived at
Abbey Place, Melrose, with his wife Mary (27), three children and a maid.
m Rev. Thomas Williamson, 1795-1855, was the first minister of Melrose U.P. Church. The Church was
built in 1823 to seat 450, at a cost of £500. Mr Williamson, ordained in 1825, was a bachelorliving with his sister (51),
a servant and a boarder at 34 Weirhill Place ; his stipend was c.£120. Small, II, 472. "He did not turn out a popular
preacher, he was always liked and often admired but his voice . . . was not properly managed, sometimes rising
suddenly . .. andagainassuddenlysinking. " JamesTait,op. cit., vol. II,278-82;alsoMe1rose, 1826, op. cit., p.13.
376 Rev . James Ballantyne, 1818-96, was ordained at Earlston West in 1848 and accepted a call to Arthur Street,
Edinburgh, on 5 August 1850. Small, I, 462.
377 The Congregational Church is opposite the Post Office in Buccleuch Street; it bears the date "1842",
378 A long, voluble, rambling discourse. SND.
"' Lay of the Last Minstrel, second Canto.
380 Properly the Lammas term day is 1 August, but the word is used loosely for the August season.
381

1

'nowts", cattle; "cuddies", donkeys.

James's father was born in Hawick.
383 A house in Darnick built in 1817 for a Dr Scott who had made his fortune in India. It is still a private residence.
See also entry for 5 September.
384 By Richard Horne.
"' St Helens is a small village (NT 537 347) on the Tweed about three-quarters of a mile from Drummond
Cottage.
386 The first is by Dickens, the second by William Howitt.
387 "Two Letters from Australia" by F. Gwynne and W. H. Wills.
388 J. G . Lockhart's Peters' Letters to his Kinsfolk (1819), gives lively descriptions of people in Edinburgh and
Glasgow.
"' Rev. Robert Blair, 1806-90, was ordained in Galashiels West in 1838. Small, II, 469.
300 Mr and Mrs Freer lived in the High Street next to the George Hotel, with four children and two servants.
Like Dunn (see note 374), Freer was a Writer and Bank Agent, and also a stalwart supporter of the U .P. Church,
3
See note 120.
"
"' Possibly Walter Hogg, cabinet-maker, of30 Dundas Street, Edinburgh. Directory.
"' I have been unable to trace this book or article.
304 According to Thomas, op. cit., the train left Melrose at 7.44 a.m. and arrived in Edinburgh at 9.30 a.m.
3048 "Trinity Episcopal Chapel, in the western part ofWeirhill, was built in 1849, after designs by Sir George
Gilbert Scott. It is a tasteful building in the Early English style with a good eastern window and a stone pulpit." ed.
F. H. Groome, Ordnance Gazetteer: Scotland (Edinburgh, 1884).
"' Mrs Ann Elizabeth Douglas; her mother was the inheritor of the Pringle estate of the Haining near Selkirk.
306 Rev. John McGilchrist, 1796-1858, was minister at Rose Street U .P. Church, Edinburgh. In 1845 he became
paralysed and was granted a retiring allowance of £200. Small, I, 403, 456 and 469. He lived at 30 Regent Terrace
with his wife, five children, two boarders and a servant; Willie was 3 years old.
"' Rev. Dr Alexander James Campbell, born i(l 1815, was ordained at Melrose Free Church in 1843. In 1859
he went to Geelong, Victoria, Australia. Ewing, I , 113.
308 Rev. Dr Thomas Finlayson, 1809-72, was appointed to Rose Street U.P. Church as assistant to Mr McGilchrist
in 1847. Small, I, 457, and II, 178,
382
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,'." Rev. \~omasJolly, 1795-1859, was appointed to Bowden Parish Church in 1829. At the Disruption (1843)
he came out "'.1th part of his congregation and set up a separate church. He became paralysed in 1856. He had
three sons-Chnshan (19), Thomas (14) and Archibald (10). Archibald became minister at Walls Free Church
Orkney. Ewing, I, 195.
'
::: Hanna, op. cit.: ch_apter xix, in the 1854 edition. Mr Smith was "the son of a well-known Glasgow publisher".
By Mary Howitt (m verse).
402
Rev. James Anderson, 1814-68, was Ordained at Norham in 1847 after some years in mission stations.
Small, I, 290.

By Coventry Patmore.
By William Allingham.
By William B. Jerrold.
By Mrs Hoare.
m "The mansion house ·and lands of Priorbank were sold last week to W. Tait Esq. late publisher of Tait's
Edinburgh Magazine for the sum offive thousand guineas." The Scotsman, 28 September.
William Tait, 1793-1864, a radical in politics, was a member of the Town Council from 1833. Tait's Magazine,
which expressed his radicalism as well as being a literary periodical, was published from 1832 to 1864. Tait retired

"' Rev. Dr Henry Gray, 1778-1859, was ordained in 1801. He went to St Mary's Free Church, Edinburgh, in
1844. Ewing, I, 177.
04
'
The foundation stone of the National Gallery was laid by the Prince Consort on30 August Thear h't t
W. H. Playfair, 1789- 1857.
·
c I ec was

from business in 1848.
"' See note 331.
"' Rev. Dr William Maxwell Hetherington, 1803-65, was called to St Paul's Free Church, Edinburgh, in 1848.

"' Tom Purdie, the "faithful retainer" of Scott from 1804 until his sudden death in 1829· he is welld
'b d ·
James Skene's Memories of Sir Walter Scott (1909), pp. 164-6.
'
escn e m
''.' These lines, often quoted by Scott, are on the gravestone of James Ramsay, 1761. They come from a
medieval English poem, Earth upon Earth, one of the earliest versions (c.1496) being that painted on the walls of
the Chapel of the Gtld of the Holy Cros_s at Strntford on Avon. R. B. Whiler, History and Antiquities of Stratford
upon Avon (St~atford, n.d.) and A. Ca1ger-Sm1th, English Medieval Mural Paintings (Oxford 1963) p. 100.
407
By Harnet Martmeau.
'
'
::: Rev. Robert Bums Nichol, 1~15-63, was ordained at Galashiels in 1844. Ewing, I, 282.
Th_omas Curle possessed considerable landed property in Melrose, but I have found neither documentary
or oral evidence of the position of "Curie's Park"; it may refer to the land between the present Huntly Road and
Or'.!:~ston Terrace marked as belongi_ng to Curle on the 1826 map; it is on rising ground.
. A farm of 62 acres, on theTev1ot, south west ofHawick (NT 484141) owned by Adam Easton (68); he had
a wife, five sons and two daughters. Mrs Boyd and Miss Allan presumably went by train to Hawick, meeting the
Maxpoffle party at Newton St Boswells.
411
Peter Matheson, 1770-1854, brother-in-law of Torn Purdie, was Scott's coachman and general retainer.
"' Now Annay Road.
'" A_stretch of the Allan Water which flows into the Tweed about two miles up river from Melrose; it is described
by Scott m his 1830 Introduction to The Monastery.
..,a The statue of William Wallace (NT 592 326) was erected by the Earl of Buchan (then the ownerofDryburgh)
nearthe suspension bndge; "upon the brow of the conterminous hill was a colossal statue ... This is chiefly remark•
abl_e as bemg the work_manship of a _common stone-mason who has never been taught sculpture. It is a conspicuous
obiect from the turnp_1ke road_ leadmg to Jedburgh." Second Statistical Account: Berwickshire (1845), p. 27. The
scur,:orwas John Smith, architect and builderofMelrose Parish Church;see "Melrose 1826" passim (note306).
The Melrose Sacramental timetable was apparently different from that of Edinburgh see note 183
"' Probably Rev. James Stevenson, 1825-1911, inducted at Dennyloanhead in Novemb:r 1850. Small. J 506
and677.
' '
"' There were three United Presbyt~rian monthly publications: The U.P. Magazine, The Missionary Record
of the U. P. Church and The Scomsh Chnstzan Journal. The first was a commercial concern published by William
Ohphant of21 Buccleuch Place. It published reports of Presbytery and Synod meetings, inductions and transfers
as well as lett~rs, review~, articles on religion and news items such as the escape of Dr Achil'i from the Inquisitio~
and the meetmgs on National Education. The second was issued by the U.P. Church and dealt almost entirely with
reports on m1ss1ons. The third was a_24-~age magazine carrying no news but religious articles addressed largely to
young people - sermons, poems, h1stoncal events and discussions on subjects such as the premillenium or the
number of the beast in Revelation.
The only copies of Scottish Christian Journal for 1850 are in Cambridge University Library.
. "' Rev. David Dobbie, 1822-95, was ordained in 1848 at Makerstoun Free Church; he married Jessie Anderson
m 1850. Ewing, I, 138.
418
See note 35.
419
South west of Melrose, of volcanic origin.
420
,Rev. John Ballantyne, 1820-60, was ordained at Lilliesleaf in 1851. Small, II, 471.
"' By Charles Dickens.

"'
"'
"'
"'

Ewing, l, 56.
"' Adam Black, 1784- 1874, was a principal of Adam and Charles Black, publishers and purchasers of the
copyright of the Waverley novels. He was twice Lord Provost and succeeded Macaulay as M.P. for Edinburgh; he
refused a knighthood. His statue is in Princes Street Gardens.
"' Sarah Gamp is the disreputable old nurse with the untidy umbrella in Dickens' Martin Chuzz/ewit.
"' See note 322. "Miss M ." is a mistake for "Miss A." Gardner.
" ' Punch published a half-page article entitled ''The Original 'Ineffable Aunkey' "attacking snobbery of all
kinds; it concludes "But we have discovered the flunkey-he lives at Edinburgh and writes to The Scotsman. The
flunkey has stalked the Royal Party. He has been successful in his way-laying and eavesdropping. He ran in upon
them as they started for Arthur's Seat ... He reached the top two minutes before them ... Oh Snob, Snob,
triple Snob." Vol. 19 (1850), p. 119.
432 Rev. John Lawson, 1824-98, was ordained in Selkirk on 25 September. Small, II, 443.
433 By W. H . Wills and Charles Dickens.
4 ; 4 By R. H. Horne.
"' By William Howitt.
"' By W. B. Jerrold and W. H . Wills.
m Can the fish like the fisherman?
"' See note 35.
"'Seenote413 .
«o See notes 322 and 35.
"' By R. H. Patterson.
"' Rev. George Deans, 1800-76, was ordained at Windsor Place U.P. Church, Portobello, in 1836. Small, I, 548.
"' See note 322.
"' See note 230.
"' "Chapels dedicated to St Benedict, St Martin and St John are mentioned in late charters. A broken image
(of St. John) is in the museum." Melrose Abbey Official Guide Book (H.M.S.O ., Edinburgh, 1949). Presumably
the Saint was still in his chapel in 1850.
"' Druids were popular in 1850 and such a vessel would easily be associated with them. I suggest that it was a
mural piscina or a holy water stoup; such vessels are recorded in the official guide-book, Dryburgh Abbey
(H.M.S.O., Edinburgh, 2nd ed., 1948).
"' Subtitled "The Moral Wreck and the Soul Lost", this is the story of a dying man who summons a minister
to hear him repent of his evil life, recovers, resumes his wicked ways and dies dreading punishment after death.
"' "Our Sessions by a Country Elder". This is an attack on elders who do little btlt stand by the plate on Sundays;
and see note 374.
"' Dr William Brown (35) was "a graduate of the College of Edinburgh practising as a general practitioner".
He was a bachelor, lived in the High Street of Melrose and kept two servants.
.,. I suggest that James is trying to make a kind ofoxymoron on the lines of"half reconciled": he was glad to
be home but at the same time sorry to have left Melrose.
"' This refers to his place in the class on the basis of his home lessons and day's work.
"' Mathew Prior, 1664-1721, was "one of the neatest of English epigrammatists, and in occasional pieces and
familiar verse he had no rival in English", DNB. The passage consists of61 lines in heroic couplet and cannot be
considered one of his better poems.
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.,, Porter, "a kind of beer of a dark brown colour"
properties.
' had presumably been prescribed for its body-building
"' Oliver Tw,stfirst appeared in serial form in Bentle '
.
.
at 1½d. each or in monthly parts at 7d each
d ~ s M,scel/any m 1837-39. A "cheap-edition" in20numbers
weekly numbers, each of which consist~d of "s~ptpearel rom December 1849 to April 1850. James was buying the
IX een c ear and handsomely printed ·
.. d
. T .
pictures • e . Kathleen Tillotson,
01iver w,st (Clarendon Press, 1966).
"' See note 359.
456
.
Portsburgh
Church.This was carried out by J o h n R ossatacostof£44. MmutesoftheCommitteeofManagement,

"' Rev. Archibald Lorimer 1808 69
d .
458 The Rev. Dr Thomas Chalmer~ 17;a\°;i7amed at Cockenzie Free Church in 1838. Ewing, I, 211
there he delivered on weekdays two se;s of le:t
':as appointed to the Tron parish, Glasgow, in 1815 .While
4.59 Because the lessons were eas he could ~res:
stro~omic~ D!sc~urses and Commercial Discours~s.
attain first place.
y
ot show his supenonty 10 th e class. Not until 29 October did he
By Charles
.
.
A
I
. Dickens and w . H . w ,·ll_s,. by w·IlhamAllmgham;byW.B.Jerrold
.. ) . ~w-w1tted'. soft-hearted, stupid fellow, an oaf, a booby. SND.
.
erman picture of the Scotch" by Granvelle Murray.
463
See note 270. Percy, produced by David Garrick in 1777 "d
.
.
Xllth century, between a woman's passion fo h I
' eals with the conflict supposed to occur in the
" 0 fi d
r er over and her duty to the husband h
h h
w om s e as been forced to
marry . x_ or Companion to Eng/,sh Literature.
".' Pubhshed 1774.
::: Dryden (NT279 641), near Roslin, is about 9 miles from Edinburgh.
. . Archibald Scott, 1798-1871, architect, practised in Edinbur h for ma
.
.
D1ct,onary of Bnt,sh Architects (London, 1978).
g
nyyears. H . M. Colvm, Bwgraphica/
460
461

462

t

He was a very active member of the Ports bur h Con re ati
.
and master of works for the building of the n
h _g g on and m 1858-9 gave his services free as architect
Records.
ew c urc m Launston Place, which cost £4,418. Portsburgh Church
.., Their walk would take them alon the resent
.
Broadway to Jock's Lodge and so by L;ndo p R d D~ddmgston Road toDuddingstonMills, then by Northfield
'" The fireworks were ~resumably in hon:uro:f;o f ~1th ~alk; the distance is some four miles.
the east side of East Claremont Street south f h t ra a ghar ay' 21 October. The Zoological Gardens were on
"' See note 276.
'
o w a wast en Broughton Hall.
"o PresumablyNelson'ssignalatTrafalgar("En I

471

By Charles Dickens.
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d
"
. . .
g an expects ... ) which IS still flown every Trafalgar Day,

"' "Th e Monster Promenade Concerts" (street music) by W H w·ll
Verse by Mrs Bradburn.
'
. . I s.

413

::: VRolumes I and II appeared in 1848, III and IV in 1855 and yin 1861
ev. James Young ' 1805 - 69 ' was ordame
· d at Queen Anne Street U.P.
·
Small, 1,352.
Church, Dunfermline, in 1831.
476 F
J
.,, B~rs:'::'i:ei";;,~~:~~ not like an article by Charles Dickens; it is about politics.

::: By J.B. Jerrold; on day nurseries for working mothers• infants.
The author of the poem is not disclosed
"o "In Edinburgh the Established Church ~as maintain d b d'
tax collected directly by the City clergy throu h th .
e y a ,reel tax - not a property tax but a personal
their goods"; thus the Rev. PeterMcDowall o~ All~lf ~~;tsl~~: from Dissenters at the peril of the confiscation of
1850. Small, II, 681 and 708.
'
a,
'maspeechquotedin TheScotsmanof30October
"' Rev. Dr Robert Frew, 1813-1910
.
. . ,
"' The Hospital "for the aliment of oldwas appd01nted to St N,man s, Stirling, in 1835. Small, II, 701.
'
menan women"wasendowedbyJame 0·11 · fS
an d to bacconist, in 1796. In 1845 it had "about 50 inmat " (
. .
s , esp1e o pylaw' merchant
.. e~ !econd Stat1st1cal Account). The present RoyalBlind
School in Gillespie Crescent stands on the site Th
" ' The "Action Sermon" was th
. ·. ,eongma en owmentalsoprovidedafreeschoolforlOOpoorboys
•
e prmc1pa sermon of the Commun·
d .
·
immediately before the Sacrament was dis ensed. J M R
IO~ season, _ehvered on the Sunday,
1972), passim,
p
. . oss, Four Centunes of Scott,sh Worship (Edinburgh,
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"' A selection of passages, especially Latin and Greek, for translation. OED.
"' By A. W. Cole.
'" By Mrs Hoare.
487 "Last night a public meeting was held in the Rev. Mr. Kirkwood's Church, St. James' Place, for the purpose
of protesting against the principle of State Churches, and of expressing sympathy with Mr. Tod, the prisoner of the
City clergy." The Scotsman, 30 October. Mr Duncan was a friend of the Boyds-see note 290. The Rev. Mr McDowall,
see note 480, moved the first resolution.
Mr John Tod, engraver, Thistle Street, was "on the morning of 13th September . .. apprehended and lodged
in Calton Jail for arrears of Annuity Tax, amounting to upwards of £7". U.P. Magazine, November 1850. His election
as Councillor was reported in the December issue.
"' James Place U.P. Church was in St James' Place, off St James' Square,
Not traced.
0
"
See note 120.
"' Scrymgeour (see note31) added a footnote: "This is a violation of the sense of the text; neither faith nor hope

4119

are said to die in the future world."
"' Rev. Dr William Glover, 1801-71, was minister of Greenside Church of Scotland. Fasti, I, 32.
"' A violent storm darkened the sky. Horace, Epodes, 13, I.
' 94 Dr Aglionby Ross Carson, 1779-1850, was appointed Classical Master in the High School in 1806 and was
Rector from 1820 to 1845. He edited Turner's Grammatical Exerc,ses and Phaedrus for use in Schools. See note 534.
"' "got his funeral" -the Boyds were the undertakers.
"' This meeting was not reported in either The Scotsman or the Edinburgh Evening Courant.
"' The authors were: Harriet Martineau, Anna Mary Howitt, Coventry Patmore and W, H. Wills.
'" By W. B. Jerrold.
"' By R. H. Horne, on London milk.
500 See note 487.
,o, Lord John Russell's letter was addressed to the Bishop of Durham. He wrote, "I agree with you in considering the late aggression of the Pope upon our Protestantism 'as insolent and insidious' and 1 therefore feel as indignant
as you can do upon the subject ... There is an assumption of power in all the documents that have come from Rome
- a pretension to supremacy over the realm of England .. . The liberty of Protestantism has been enjoyed too long
in England to allow of any successful attempt to impose a foreign yoke upon our minds and consciences." E. E.
Courant, 9 November.
'°' By J. D. Lewis, on University life.
,o, The Rev. Timothy East, formerly a Congregational minister in Birmingham, undertook missionary work in
the Cowcaddens in Glasgow; the Burnbank congregation sprang from the work he had accomplished. Small, II, 81.
,., "A Lunatic Asylum in Palermo" by Thomasina Ross.
• 0• The family appear to have been in Helensburgh before or after their stay in Duncan Street.
• 0 • Rev. Dr John Brown, Sayings and Discourses of our Lord Jesus Chr,st illustrated in a Series of Expositions
(Edinburgh, 1850), in three volumes, was reviewed at length in the U. P. Magazine for November.
507 Tait and Nisbet, auctioneers and appraisers, 11 Hanover Street .
• 0• The Edinburgh Review, a quarterly, was first published in October 1802.
• 09 W. Scott, editor, The Works of Swift (Edinburgh, 1814).
" 0 "Papal Aggression was the name popularly given to the action of Pope Pius IX making England and Wales,
by Letters Apostolic, Universa/,s Ecclesitl! (29th September 1850) an ecclesiastical province of the Roman Catholic
Church with a hierarchy consisting of an Archbishop and twelve suffragans, all with territorial titles. The wording
of the brief was provocative, e.g. by its reference to the Church of England as 'the Anglican Schism'. An unexpected
and almost fanatical storm of indignation spread through Great Britain under the leadership of Lord John Russell,
culminating in the passing of the Ecclesiastical Titles Act (1851) which forbade the assumption by Roman Catholics
of territorial titles within the United Kingdom." Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church (London, 1974). In
Scotland the fear was that the State might recognise, and therefore subsidise, papal institutions,
"' By Henry Morley; on England's social progress.
512 By F. K. Hunt.
"' The number enrolled for 1850-51 was 514. Some had perhaps withdrawn. High School Archives.
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'" On 29 September Pope Pius IX made Nicholas Wiseman, 1802-65, Archbishop of Westminster and on the
next day he created hn': Cardmal. Because of his careful diplomacy the opposition died down and the Ecclesiastical
TUI;,~ Bill was repealed m 1872. The Bishop in Browning's "Bishop Blougram •s Apology" was a picture of Wiseman.
.
Shenff J. T. Gordon, 1813-65, had been Sheriff of Aberdeen and was Sheriff of Midlothian from 1848-65
His lecture was one of three on ''The General History of the Period 1800-1850".
·
"' Margaret Ann Boyd, born 1838, died 1844.
"' It is possible that she was the daughter-in-law of the Rev. F. Gillies see note 47
'" By Percival Leigh; based on Faraday's lectures.
'
·
"' By Mrs Gaskell.
"' By J. A. Herand.

"'
"'
"'
:::

Edinburgh Review, October 1802. Thalaba, the Destroyer: a Metrical Romance, by Robert Southey.
Edinburgh Review, February 1812.
Edinburgh Review, January 1809; R. H. Cromek, Re/iques (1808).
By _Charles Dickens; "A Crisis in the Affairs of Mr John Bull. As related by Mrs Bull to the cliildren".
Edinburgh Review, Apnl 1809. Gertrude of Wyoming, a Pennsylvanian Tale and other Poems by Too
Campbell.
•
mas
"' Edinburgh _Review, April 1809. Strictures on Two Critiques in the Edinburgh Review on the subject of
Methodism and M,sswns, by John Styles.
"' By Eliza Griffiths.
528
Not traced.
529
By Bernardin de St Pierre, 1737-1814.
::: The Truth is great and shall prevail. Originally in the Vulgate; Apocrypha 3, Esdras, IV, 4.
Rt. Rev. Dr Andrew Carruthers, 1770-1852, and the Rt. Rev. Dr J. Gillis, 1802-64. Bishop Gillis founded
St Margaret's Convent, Edinburgh. Neither The Scotsman nor the E.E. Courant printed the letter
"' Possibly John Millar, "potter to Her Majesty", who had a china and glass warehouse at 2 So~th St Andrew
Street; he hved at 4 Meuse Lane.
533

_ Rev. Mr Edgerley was a missionary, in charge of the printing press in Old Calabar. He had recently returned
to Edmburgh. U.P. Magazine, 1850, p. 273.

534

Phaedru~ was a Thra~ian slave who went to Rome and became a freedman in the household of Augustus.
He wrote m Latm verse a senes of fables bas~d on those by Aesop in Greek. The volume used in the High School,
by Dr Car~?" (see note 494), was publ_'.shed m 1813. It contains such fables "as were lawful for the eyes of boys to
look upon (quas ocuhs puerorum su11c1 fas est). _It contains 94 fables of about 30 lines each, occupying 30 pages
followed by a very full vocabulary of200 pages, g1vmg the meaning of each word in its particular context. See note 537
'." By Charles Dickens; "Mr Booley's View of the last Lord Mayor's Show", which deals with the need i ·
sanitary reform .
or
"'ByJ.D. Lewis;seenote502.

. "' _In a six-line introduction Phaed"'.'s explains that he has translated Aesop into Latin hexameters; the purpose
to raise a laugh and to mst1l good advice. The first fable is that of the wolf and the lamb
. "' David Copperfi~ld was first published in serial form from May 1849 to November 1850. R. L. Patten, Charles
Dickens and h,s Publ,shers (Oxford, 1978); For "the Philosophical Institution", see W. Addis Miller "Th
Philosophical" (Edmburgh, 1949).
'
e
"' James Stillie, Bookseller, 78 Princes Street.
0
"
Possibly John McPhail, 28 London Street.
"' Dr James B ._Clarkson (52), General Medical Practitioner, lived with his wife (46), two children (II and6)
and three servants m Buccleuch Street, Melrose.
IS

"' OE? suggests_that the phrase originates in the taking hands to confirm a bargain; it does not mention Mr
Robertson s explanation.
'" The !own Council discusse_d whether or not they should express their disapproval of "Papal Aggression"
by a memonal to Her Maiesty to direct her mm1sters to bring in a bill to separate the connection between Church
and State. The memorial was rejected by 16 votes to 14, John Boyd voting with the minority. The Scotsman 4
December.
'
544

•
_ .. L.L::• for "Litera~ Ladi~s", was what Miss Codger and Miss Toppit called themselves when coming to
mterv1ew EhJah Pogram, m Martin Chuzzlewit.
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"' It was held in the Music Hall, George Street, which was filled "by a highly respectable assemblage, chiefly
of ladies". The Scotsman, 4 December. George Douglas Campbell, 8th Duke of Argyll, 1823-1900, was greatly
interested in ecclesiastical affairs; he gave the Cathedral of Iona to th'e Church of Scotland.
46
'
Mr Boyd's speech was not reported in The Scotsman or the E. E. Courant. See note 18.
"' Mr Edwards has not been traced.
"' Invented by Dr James Gregory, 1758-1822, it is a compound powder of rhubarb, magnesia and ginger.
'" The meeting was held in the Music Hall. Not only were there large numbers of plain-clothes policemen both
in the audience and on the platform, but there were also a number of uniformed policemen, and a large body of
uniformed policemen was kept in reserve.
"' Alllxander Macaulay, M.D., M.R.c.s .. F.R.C.S. (1820), author of a Medical Dictionary, lived at 48 Great King
Street.
"' "Chop", meaning "food" is an interesting usage, not given in OED.
"' As a monitor, James would be responsible for checking the home-work of his section.
"' Rev. Hugh Blair, 1718- 1800, Professor of Rhetoric in the University of Edinburgh, published a series of
sermons in five volumes from 1777 to 1801.
554 Edinburgh Review, August 1810 and January 1820 respectively.
"' Published in 1841, it appeared in a cheap edition from November 1848 to April 1849 in 24 numbers at I ½d each.
,,. Edinburgh Review, February 1826.
"' See Comments, p. 135
"' Maria Edgworth, 1767-1849, Tales of Fashionable Life in 1809 and 1812; Edinburgh Review, July 1812.
m George Crabbe, 1754-1832, published Tales in 1812; Edinburgh Review, November 1812.
'"' Rev. Dr Thomas McCrie, 1772-1835, published his Life ofJohn Knox in 1812; Edinburgh Review, July 1812.
561
Cowan and Company, paper-makers, stationers and vellum-binders, 17 Princes Street.
562
u A December Vision" was, as he supposed, by Dickens.
••• ByW. H. Wills.
, .. Edinburgh Review, April 1808 (vol. xii, p. 158).
"' Archibald Bell, 17 Rose Street.
66
'
The poem by Burns was presumably in The Scottish Press; see note 18.
6
' ' The Secession Churches claimed that Burns' first lapse into deliberate sin could be attributed to views
imbibed from the Moderates. One story was that Burns, being visited by compunction and remorse for his sins,
went to the parish minister and was told to go to the first penny wedding he could find and give no further thought
to his shortcomings. Another was that a leading Moderate advised him to "keep all drivelling pietism out of his
poems". These stories, which circulated among members of the Secession Churches, were not intended to cast a
slur on the memory of Burns but to attack the ministers of the Established Church for encouraging a simple, Godfearing man to indulge in loose living. Rev. D . Woodside, The Soul of a Scottish Church (Edinburgh, 1918).
••• Robert Millan was an elder of Portsburgh Church; possibly of8 Abercromby Place. Directory.
••• Nicol Bowack (42), bookseller and stationer, was an elder of Portsburgh Church and Clerk of the Court of
Session; he lived with his wife (38) and five children at 19 Barony Street beside the Boyd workshop .
"' Perhaps William Rintoull of 17 Norton Place. Directory.
"' .James Lyall, junior, a member of the Ports burgh congregation.
512 This article has not been traced.
"' See note 492.
m Rev. Dr William Johnston, 1799-1874, of Limekilns, was Moderator in 1851. Small, I, 371.
"' Rev. Dr David Young, 1784-1856, of Perth (North) U .P. Church, was said to be a man "of massive intellect''.
He was a strong voluntaryist: .. it is a moral renovation we require; and if moral renovation is to come from the State,
our history is a fable and our experience a dream". Small, I, 380, and II, 143 and 548.
,,. See note 179.
"' Rev. Henry Duncan, 1774-1846, minister of Ruthwell (Free Church from 1843), was a man of many gifts,
chiefly remembered as the founder of Savings Banks (1810); he also restored the Ruthwell Cross. The book was
The Cottage Fireside, or the Parish Schoolmaster (Edinburgh, 1815).
"' The U .P. Church in particular was strongly determined not to accept any form of State aid whatever, but
themselves to pay for all forms of church activities, including education.
"' See note 27.
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"° Reading Room and Public Library, 23 Waterloo Place.
"' The three articles were by F. K. Hunt, Charles Dickens and W. B. Jerrold with W. H. Wills.
"' Rev. Dr Alexander Moody Stuart, 1808-98, ministerofSt Luke's Free Church, wasconveneroftheJewish
Committee. Ewing, I, 233.
"' "In the early part of 1832 a few Christian Gentlemen were concerned for the spiritual welfare of the people
living in the poorer districts of Edinburgh." They formed the Edinburgh City Mission in that year. Christine Orr,
Edinburgh Christian Mission . A Hundred Years of Work (Edinburgh, 1932- pamphlet).
"' The portrait was painted by Thomas Faed, R.A.
"' The picture has had several titles; it was painted in 1849 and James Keith published an engraving of it; he
was a print-seller, picture-frame maker and artists' colourman, at 60 Princes Street. Purchased by the Scottish
National Portrait Gallery in 1913 (No. 825), it is at present on loan in Lady Stair's House.
'" James Donaldson, 1751-1830, bookseller, editor and publisher of the Edinburgh Advertiser, inherited about
£100,000 from f\is father, a bookseller, a sum he almost doubled by judicious investment; he left£220,000 for the
maintenance and education of 300 poor children; the Hospital was designed by W. H. Playfair. In 1848 the Governors
decided to devote orie part for 96 deaf and dumb children, which was opened in 1851. R. T. Skinner, A Notable
Family of Scots Printers (Edinburgh, 1927).
"' "Mr. Bendigo Buster on our National Defences against Education" , by Charles Dickens and Henry Morley.
'" I have not been able to trace th is story.
'" By Mrs Gaskell.
0
"
Presumably a sewed fire-screen, perhaps by Mrs Boyd.
"' Rev. Dr Thomson (see note 27) wrote a numberofbooks including Great Missionaries: a Series ofBiographies,
his Life of John Owen, D.D .. was published in 1826.
Rev. Dr John Owen, 1616-83, was an English Presbyterian divine, a protege of Cromwell and Vice-Chancellor
of Oxford University.
"' Presumably Rev. Dr Joseph Wolff, 1795-1862, missionary, Oriental scholar, traveller and writer; the son
of a Jewish Rabbi, he was converted to Roman Catholicism in 1812, and later joined the Church of England.
"' The former is by Henry Morley, and the latter (about lost luggage) by W. H. Wills and C. Hill.
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COMMENTS
The Letts Diary allowed James fifteen lines a day (and thirty on Saturday) which he used to the full. The~e. is,
therefore, a steady, regular rhythm on which is imposed the weekly rhythm of school and church. But '.n add1t10n
to this there is over the year a pattern of three movements as in a piece of music. The first movement, which extends
from 1 January to 7 August, proceeds calmly at first but gradually becomes more agitated and tense until it reaches
the climax of the prize-giving in July after which it grows more suave and gentle. The second movement, from
8 August to 7 October, might be prefixed by the words Beethoven used at the start of '.he Pastor~l_Symp~ony,
"Awakening of happy feelings on arriving in the country." There is not only a lack of stram but a pos11Ive JOY m the
life in Melrose and the release from work. "Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive, Bullo be young was very heaven!"
The final movement, from October to the end of the year, is one of sadness, a wistful glancing back to the summer,
.
a short spell of illness, a dogged determination, finishing with a final hopeful look into the future.
The Diary provides a very confused picture ofa teenage boy. He tries hard to be grown-up, to assume the p01se
of an adult, and if we did not know his age we might take him for seventeen or eighteen; but there are times when
his efforts are not good enough and he is seen to be a young boy. Sometimes he sees himself as an up-and-commg
Dickens (as in his description of the people in the bus, or the ladies being blown by the wind into the arms of the
gentlemen), sometimes he adopts the ·role of a leader-writer in The Scotsman (as in his regret for the death of
Wordsworth or Peel). He is trying to find his feet and occasionally looks a little ridiculous in the process. When he
is being natural, however, the picture is ofan intelligent and happy boy with a lively interest in all he sees and does,
an enthusiastic friend, an avid reader. He obviously likes his Aunt Boyd, but he can't resist a sly dig at her when
she was proposing to attend lectures on Mnemotechny - "I doubt if it will do her much good." Thus spake the
intellectual snob. He sets a high standard of behaviour in visitors and feels that Mr McGregor does not show
enough appreciation. "Apropos of ministers," he writes, ..I wish we saw a spark of gratitude in our present guest."
He delights in discussion and argument- "a good crack" - but he never joins in schoolboy pranks or games; no
bickers for him. Possibly his physique prevented him, possibly he felt too "grown-up" to share in the playground
fun of his class-mates most of whom would be in the ten to twelve range.
By very regular attendances at church (recorded in laboured summaries of the sermons) he was assimilati~g the
attitudes of the U.P. Church, and yet in a period offierce religious squabbling he was amazmgly broad-mmded
and writes scornfully of bigotry; he expresses great tolerance towards the Roman Catholic Church at a time when
all the Protestant churches were united in attacking the Pope and Cardinal Wiseman for their apparent intention
to Romanise Britain.
One of his great interests was the weather. Nearly every day begins with a comment, often expressing astonishment at the city's erratic weather; on 22 March, for example, it was "fine and very warm", by the 23rd it was "very
cold" and by the 27th it was snowing; "I'm sure I never expected to see snow this Season again." There was a great
deal of hot sunny weather, some torrential rain when he was drenched to the skin, and inevitably the cold wmdy
days with the dust flying "and the ladies rushing eagerly into the arms of the gentlemen". He seems to have worn
the same clothes winter and summer (which possibly explains why the hot was so hot and the cold so cold) ... and
to have nothing like a macintosh (first made about 1835). His outer clot~es were a p~ajacket (~robabl~ doublebreasted), long trousers and a peak cap. There is one type of weather which he mentions from llme to t1~e- the
dry still day with low cloud holding down the smoke pouring from the chimneys - the kmd of day which gave
Edinburgh one of its nicknames, Auld Reekie; soon many will not know what this means as the smoke abatement
has reduced the reek. Of course Melrose weather was idyllic; even when it rained, as it occasionally did, it gave
them a heaven-sent opportunity to stay in and read or write.
In much of what he writes James was probably echoing the attitudes of his family. The Boyds were up-andcoming, middle-class citizens and one can sense their reactions in James' reference~ to som~ of the~ acquaintances.
Mr Duncan of 1 Heriot Row is a man of high standing, an S.S.C., one who cham pubhc meetings, and James
underlines his importance by mentioning his good address several times. The Freers and Dunns of_Melrose are
worthy citizens of high repute, and obviously the family is proud to be taken up by them. Church mm1sters are a
little lower in the scale; they come and go and are given accommodation at the time of the Synod meetmg but have
not the same Prestige; on one occasion Jam~s comments rather wryly on the oddity of mi~istersen masse; he.~ems
to find it difficult to separate the minister from his pulpit, the man from his message. But their most frequent v1s'.tors,
possibly friends of long standing, the Miss Allans, the Miss Eastons, and the Aitchisons, are all comparatively
humble people; they are thoroughly approved of ... and Miss Allan knows how to feed b_oys. When 11 co~e~ to
"tradesmen" there is a distinct tone of snobbishness; he adopts a rather high and mighty amtude when he cnllc1ses
the bookbinder for never being in time, and considers that Mrs Wilson, a mere landlady, has no right to ask when
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they are going.to leave Dru~mond_Cottage. Towards convicts and drunkards he tends to feel uncomfortable and
ad~pts a facetious style; he 1s horrified by the state of living (and dying) in the High Street. The New Town as
typified by Mr Duncan, and the Old Town with old women selling caps or falling from windows were not a ~ile
apart, but they were at extreme ends of the social scale.
James's inter~sts were I_argely intellectual- reading, writing, studying, arguing; he liked to walk about the town,
he lh_oroughly enJoyed fishmg, but he played no outdoor games and though he tentatively considered going skatin
nothmg came of 11; he found the walk to Morningside tiring and complained of aching feet on the way back fro:;;
~ud~mgston M_dl. He was obviously a delicate boy and undue physical effort taxed him severely. He was only 4• 6"
m height which 1s small by_ present standards for a boy offifteen though probably not so exceptional in 1850· in fact
from the way he phrases 1! h~ seems quite proud of his stature. He was ill enough by the end of the yea; for his
parents to b~ su~c,ently anx10us to send for the doctor. Dr Macaulay who was an eminent physician no secondgrade drugg,st, called - coughed - held my pulse - talked and walked off". Whether this short illness was th
fQrewarnmg of his "decline" less than two years later one cannot tell; possibly Dr Macaulay knew- but could d:
nothmg about '.I. James _had frequently visited his cousin Margaret but no one then seemed to know of the infectious
nature of th_e disease or its connection with untreated milk. (It is interesting to note that James changed over from
port~r to mdk whe? he _had eleven_ses at Aunt Boyd's.) Had he been stronger, had he been less exposed to infection,
he might have surv,_ved longer;_ as 1t was, he, his uncle Eben, his aunt and two cousins all died of tuberculosis in the
next three years. His parent~ did what they could for him by occasional trips to the country, but it was not enough.
The house of th_e Boyd_s w~s ma good area but it was within a mile of the High Street, a breeding-ground of disease.
. In s~1te of his growmg di-health the Diary 1s on the whole a lively and cheerful book. James knew nothing of his
impendmg early death but took th~ occasional tiredness or bout of sickness as it came and shrugged it off. He
worked hard at his les~ons and at his own ploys; m fact he lived a very full and busy life.
A large part of his tune was spent at the High School which in those days was only some four hundred boys strong.
The cumculum m th~ first fou~ years was basica(IY Lati_n with a little (very little) Geography and, on Saturdays,
~nghsh poetry. Subsidiary subjects- French, Anthmetic, Science, Fencing ( each at an added fee) were available
m the afternoon for those who wanted them but apparently few took advantage ofthis. In the Fifth and Sixth Years
(taken by the Rector) Greek was_added to the basic curriculum. This was a very narrow range and in the year of the
_Diary The Scotsman strongly cntic1sed the authorities for not adding other subjects to the classics. The school year
ran from 10 October to 23 December, and from 3 January to 6 July, a total of some forty weeks from which were
taken the occas10nal holidays. The basic ti~e-table occupied twenty-two hours a week so that the school year
consisted of some 880 hours. James several times took Saturday off and commented that little work was done on
Mondays.
The clas_ses were, by modern standards, enormous- at least 100 in the First Year and then slightly tailing off as
the class (with the same master for the first four years) went up the school. Quite a considerable number left after
one or two foundation ~ears (as John Boyd apparently did) to continue their studies in a private school in order to
acqu1re a wider education. One can but wonder at the skill and strength of teachers such as Dr Boyd who had to
control suc_h large nur~bers. The prevalent practice of the monitorial system obviously made it possible for each
boy to be given some kmd of md1v1dual ~ttention, but a great deal must have depended on the ability of these lancecorporals, _each with his little group of nme, and on the strong discipline of the master. In some schools boys were
treated as m Dotheboys Hall, the Chambers brothers described the regular beatings in Peebles High School, but
Dr Boyd see~s to have kept his tawse more as a threat than for use though obviously he must have occasionally
sho~n _that his threat was not an em_pty_one. He called the tawse his "adjutant" and made a display of it at the
begmnmg of th~ school year by s_howmg 1t to the class and thumping it on the desk to produce terror in their young
hearts. _James himself was astomshed and horrified to read in Household Words ofthe beatings administered in a
school m England, so apparnntly h_e was not accustomed to see such punishment at the High School.
_James seldom ment10ns his Latin work; presumably it was largely committing rules and vocabulary to memory
(this 1s wha_t was done when he "got" his lessons), but by the autumn when he was in the Second Year he begins
10
mtroduc~ httle tags and he seems to have enjoyed Aesop's Fables. On the other hand, he quotes extensively from
Saturday s p~etry lessons which he thoroughly appreciated. The book from which the poetry extracts were taken
co~tamed a wide range of English verse from Chaucer to Tennyson, but Dr Boyd obviously chose those with a strong
rehg1ou~ ~; moral tone; Macaulay's "Horatius", Shakespeare's "All the world's a stage", Campbell's "Battle of
the Baltic . which might have appealed to the eleven- or thirteen-year-olds in the First Year were not given, though
they were m the book. Light rehef was provided by the odd story which James obviously enjoyed.
Such, very bnefly, was the High School in 1850. By modern standards the range of subjects was excessively
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narrow and the methods used'in the classroom when over a hundred children in the early years were drilled in Latin
were primitive. And yet su~h men as Scott, Cockburn, Boswell and Borrow attended ihe school. One wonders
whether the success of these and many others was in any way due to the school?
The High School occupied James Boyd for six days a week, but it was the Church that was the life-blood ofthe
family. They belonged to the United Presbyterian Church which had been formed in 1847 by the junction of two
sections of the Presbyterian Church ; one of these was the United Secession which had seceded (as the Associate
Synod) from the Church of Scotland in 1733; the other was the Relief Synod which broke away in 1761. In 1850 the
U. P. Church was very new and was still engaged in settling down and taking stock of the other Presbyterian churches,
particularly the " Auld Kirk" -the Church of Scotland itself- and the Free Church which left the Church of Scotland
at the Disruption in 1843. The U.P. and the Free were "as like as Tweedledum and Tweedledee", with no theological
differences but with slightly different methods of control and slightly different reactions to the civil government.
It was, therefore, quite proper for a U .P. adherent to attend services in the Free Church (as the Boyds frequently
did) and even to look in on a service in the Church of Scotland. If anything the U .P. Church was slightly stronger
in the towns, better of financially and more fired with missionary zeal. "On the whole it is fair to say that they were
a one-class church, rooted in that grade of society which was industrious, hard-working, sober and thrifty and likely
to prosper in the world. . . . In a rapidly expanding urban environment they were steadily becoming more wealthy."
When a census of church· attendances was taken in 1851 on one particular Sunday, counting morning, afternoon
and evening attendances together, the Church of Scotland had 18.7% of the national population, the Free Church
19.2% and the U.P. Church 11.7%.
The services were long ( even James thought them sometimes too long!) and very bleak. In 1850 the service of
Rev. John Caird of Berwick was typical. "After the opening psalm came a prayer lasting fifteen or twenty minutes,
a reading of scripture, another psalm, a sermon lasting fifty minutes and delivered without notes, a second long
prayer, another psalm and the blessing. "There was no organ, the psalms (not hymns) were led by a precentor and
the really important part of the service was the sermon. In order to give the effect of divine inspiration, the sermon
was expected to be delivered, not read, but the Synod, making allowance for those who could not trust to inspiration
or memory, decreed in 1850 that notes could if necessary be consulted. In fact Dr Chabners read his Tron discourses.
The U .P. Church in the Venne! attended by the Boyds was just a humble building without any architectural
pretensions, hot in summer and cold in winter; so cold that the ladies of the congregation petitioned for some form
of heating to be installed. The Ordnance Gazeteer called the U .P. Church in Melrose "a small barn-like structure".
From the samples in the Diary it would appear that sermons were then very much on the whole an exposition of
the grounds for faith - how they were foreshadowed in the Old Testament, and explained in the Epistles. Of the
ninety-six sermons that James recorded, half were from the Old Testament, a third from the Acts and Epistles, and
only a sixth from the Gospels. Mr Robertson may not have been typical, but it is noteworthy that most of his sermons
throughout the year were making an analysis of the life and character of Abraham, starting in February with
Genesis Chapter VI and continuing to Genesis Chapter XXII in December; presumably he continued in the New
Year until the death of Abraham in Chapter XXV. It would seem that the congregation attended church to learn
rather than to worship.
James himself was a keen connoisseur of sermons; he weighed them up and gave them marks of approval or
disapproval; some twenty he considered "excellent", "admirable" or "very good"; six were rated "very poor",
"dry and consequently tiresome" and so on; the remainder passed muster. Mr G illies of the Free Church is rarely
praised.
The brothers John, James and Ebenezer Boyd were all staunch supporters of the Portsburgh Church; both
John and James were elders and on the Board of Management; Ebenezer was on the Board of Management but
transferred to Broughton Place in 1846. John ·B oyd was the foremost layman in the congregation; he took the chair
at meetings when the minister was not present; he headed at least one subscription list with£50- more than double
what anyone else gave. Nevertheless when, in 1859, the congregation moved to the new and much better building
in Lauriston Place both John Boyd and James Boyd (and their families) were disjoined. John Boyd at any rate
seems to have dug himself in at Maxpoffle by joining the local congregation of the Church of Scotland at Bowden.
The faith of the U.P. Church at that time was based on a literal interpretation of the Bible supported by the
Westminster Confession of Faith. God created heaven and earth in 4004 B.C . and no account was taken of Sir
Charles Lyell's geological theories (1830-35) or of Robert Chambers's Vestiges
Creation (1844) which foreshadowed Darwin's Origin ofSpecies (1859). They were presumably less concerned with this sniping on the flanks
of faith than with the supposed frontal attacks on organisation (as in the " Papal Aggression") or with sabotage from
Fifth Columnists (as in the National Education question). James at any rate was more concerned to have his faith
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proved well_-based by Paley than to explore heathenish theories. He was an obedient son of the Church and prepared
to devote himself to the contents and style of sermons and to read only religious books on any Sunday when he was
unable to attend church.

It is interesting t_o ?ote the_ negative attitude taken by Presbyterians to simple ceremonies practised by other
branches of the Chnsllan rehg1on. Good Fnday was not recognised by the U .P. Church but, since it was a school
hohday, James ~as able to take a walk with his mother in Princes Street and notice (possibly a little enviously) the
Ep'.scopahan children with their Easter presents. The dates of the Sacrament in the Presbyterian Churche
delib_erate_ly planne? to avoid coinciding with feasts such as Easter in the other churches. On the same lines
Day is a, dies n~n with the Boyds- but they have a celebration two days later. The purely family coincidence of the
parents wedding anniversary and the birthdays of the two boys was not recognised in any way- no presents no
guests; James read a critique of Lister's Granby instead. However New Year's Dov not be'ng h h,
'
marked by 3 party.
'
"'O',
1 a c urc Least, was

ci:.:::

James' own f~,mily was~bviously a _very close one. His father, whowas49 in 1850, was a busy man; in the first
place he was the overseer of the famlly carpentry business of which his brother John was the owner. He himself
was also the owner and lessor of houses; this involved the selection of a suitable house to purchase, its fitting-out
when bo~ght and the arrangement for a tenant. We see this side of his work in 1850 when he bought a house at
53 Frede~ck Street for £535 and arranged for its refitting and letting at£50 per annum. Later in the Diary the question
of selecllon of property comes up when the family are at Melrose and two possibilities are put before him James
n~ doubt would ~dd all his persuasi~ns in the hope of future regular visits to Melrose. Thirdly he was much ~upied
with churc~ affairs- a_tten~~ng meetings, visiting the school the church ran, taking round communion cards. Even
so he had lime for social VISlts and for reading. Like his son he obviously enjoyed possessing books and during the
year he bought a considerable number and housed them in a new book-case. He was very keen on fishing and
enc_ouraged his son to fish too, by presenting him with a new rod and a book offlies (which he soon lost!). Much of
their time at Melrose was taken up with fishing and in the two months they caught altogether 409 "trouts". This
'.:3nnot have been very po~ular with the local people. Even in 1826, before the railways brought crowds of visitors,
Another source of 1rntahon ... had developed with the arrival of sportsmen, who fished the Border rivers w·th
th e enthusiasm of a new cult" ("Melrose 1826", p. 2). But no one seems to have complained to the Boyds and t:ey
en Joyed themselves hugely. Mr James Boyd was much admired by his son; as soon as his father left Melrose for
Edinburgh James wrote to him, even although, by his own admission, he disliked writing letters. And it was he
not his mother, who sent on Mrs Wilson's letter to his father.
'
. Mrs Boyd is ~ore shadowy. James went walks with her; he also occasionally read to her, whether because she
did n?t read easlly or because he wanted her to share his pleasure. She did some entertaining, attended meetings
(particularly those chaired by the young Duke of Argyll), went on social visits, sometimes with her husband
sometlmes on her own. She presumably supervised her servant though she would probably do very little housework
herself.
. John, Ja_mes' elder brot~er by three years, _just seems to tag along. He goes to special classes, he attends the
Fnday,evemng Young Men s_ Club of which he 1s elected President, and on one occasion he reads poetry toJames-

Tam o Shanter. But he 1s so impalpable as to fade into the background.
It IS helpful to appreciate first the activities of the three Boyd brothers and then their financial position.
Uncle John ts very much the head of the family. He owns the family business, he lives in a prestigious house in
York Place, and_has a largish country house standing in more than four acres; like his brother, he not only buys and
rents houses b~t ts_also a ho_use-agent; he is a memberof the Town Council and the most important man in his church.
Aunt Boyd, his wife, who is Mrs James Boyd's sister, seems to be a cheery, hospitable, easy person whom James
hkes; they have a daughter, Margaret, who lives with Jane Boyd, her aunt, next door to Ebenezer Boyd in Cumberland Street. In her place they have apparently taken under their wing Margaret Davidson, their niece. Their son
John (the future Lord Pro_vost, Sir John Boyd ofMaxpoffle) lives with them. They entertain a good deal and have
people to stay. To sav~ gomg down to Scotland Street in the hour-long school interval, James stops at York Place
reads Dickens, and dnnks porter (or milk).
'
Ebenezer, the third brother, who lives in Cumberland Street, is also a member of the family firm and a buyer
and lessor of houses. He has just bought a house at Eskbank and proposes to build another house in the grounds.
He h~s a daughter, a son, Robert, and another son is born in the course of the yearoftheDiary. Aunt Jane is rarely
mentioned.
_These three_ branches of the_Boyd clan live within a short distance of each other and very near their workshop
which ma'. ongmally have_ been m S~otland Street but in 1850 was off Barony Street. The Davidsons with their seven
children live some two mlles away m Henry Street, He is an auctioneer and appraiser.
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It is very difficult to assess the social and financial position of the Boyd brothers. In our time of high and continuing inflation to translate the money of 1850 into 1981 terms would be of no help. All that can be done is to give the
incomes of certain professions and occupations and thereby put the Boyds in a suitable niche. To start at the top, the
recommended salary in 1850 for the Lord President of the College of Justice w'as reduced from £4,800 to £4,300.
Trollope in his Autobiography could write in 1853, when he was 38, "I was still living in Ireland and could keep a
good house over my head, insure my life, educate my two boys, and hunt perhaps twice a week on £1,400 a year."
Dr Boyd, James' teacher, drew about£550 in salary and fees and could afford to live and bring up a large family in
George Square. Lower down the scale were the stipendsofU.P. ministers; in 1850 the Synod (ratheroptirnistically)
recommended that all their churches should pay their ministers a minimum of £150. Few of the country churches
could do so but the towns paid better; in 1851, for example, the salary of Mr Robertson of Portsburgh was raised
from £280 to £320. Alexander Handyside, foreman of the Boyd workshops (who paid John Boyd a rent of £7)
probably earned some £80 to £100 a year. Carpenters were among the better paid working men. Roman Catholic
priests were reputed to live on as little as £40 a year so as to share the same conditions as their congregations.
In very general terms social statisticians reckon that in Victorian times£300 a year was a "lower-middle class"
salary, allowing a man with wife and family to run a house and keep one servant;£500 was the income of the "uppermiddle class professional man or tradesman". By those standards John Boyd was very well off. When he died in
1861 the Inventory shows that he left moveable property of some £13,000; this did not include the value of his house
in Edinburgh, his country house at Maxpoffle (in which his descendants lived until a short time ago), or the value
of the other houses he owned. From rents alone he had an income of £450; profits from his carpentry business and
house agency added to this would give him an income in the region of£1,500 or more. This was a very substantial
sum, well beyond the "upper-middle class"; and by the purchase ofMaxpoffle he was coming into the squirearchy
or country gentry class.
James Boyd was not on the same level. He was an employee, not the owner, of the Boyd business. According
to the Inventory, when he died in 1864 he had been drawing an income from rentsof£400, and a salary of probably
£200 from the workshop. At a total of at least £600 he would be well within the "upper-middle class" range. This
allowed him to have a comfortable life. They lived in an eight-roomed house in a good district of Edinburgh, kept a
servant, sent both boys to fee-paying schools, entertained, bought books as they wanted and rented a house in the
summer for two months. James was well dressed, his mother bought an Indian plaid at £6.6.0; during 1850 the
drawing-room was stylishly refurbished. But they were not extravagant, living well within their means; they
obviously lived in the style they liked best, without any obvious sign of cheese-paring. They did not have a carriage
(nor did brother John), they certainly did not drink, they did not go to the theatre; theiroutside interests were the
church and public meetings. They twice attended the annual Exhibition of the Royal Scottish Academy and once
Banvard's Mississippi show. It was the life led by most of the middle class in mid-Victorian Scotland.
Ebenezer was the least well-off of the three brothers. At his death in 1852 his total moveable estate was valued
at £366; this included half the annual rent from the houses he owned; for a year it amounted to £260 - paid by
twenty-six tenants. This would represent a reasonable income for his widow and two children; she would also
have the house in Eskbank which he bought in 1850.
So far as one can see through the eyes ofa fifteen-year-old they were a contented trio of families living in comfort
and making their way up in the world. But there are questions that I should long to have answered but can only guess
at. For instance I should like to know how the James Boyd's family arranged their house. In the 1861 Census their
house on the ground floor of 14 Scotland Street was reported to have eight rooms "with windows". One wonders
how these rooms were allocated; there was the drawing-room we know for sure, there must have been a diningroom and at least three bedrooms (one for the parents, one for the two boys and one fora visitor); that accounts for
only five of the eight rooms; presumably the kitchen had a window. Did the boys have a room each? On 11 February
he writes: "This is one of the 'thorough cleaning' days here which drives the servants to distraction and us to our
bedroom here for the time." Apparently the two brothers went to one bedroom together. I am puzzled, however,
by the reference to "servants" in the plural; in the 1851 Census there was one servant only, Elizabeth Grieve. Was
there a maid's room with a window? If so that would account for seven out of eight rooms with a window. Perhaps
there were four bedrooms, one kitchen, one maid's room, one dining-room and one drawing-room. Alternatively
there might have been a "morning room".
Another problem is about the "plunge bath". James writes that it was an unusual feature and is very proud of it,
though he does not use it so very frequently! Presumably it had only cold water and was agreeable only in warm
weather? Did the rest of the family use the plunge-bath or did they confine themselves to the usual hip-bath filled
with warm water by the maid?
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There would be running water in the kitchen, I presume that there would be a more or less primitive water-closet,
that is one with a pan to be flushed with water; these were, I think, the days before the U-pipe.
There are many other questions that must remain unanswered, such as what they ate at various meals, whether
tradesmen called for orders and delivered goods, and whether Mrs Boyd did any household shopping.
Perhaps the most teasing question is whetherornot James would have become a writer, as he wished, or whether
he was destined for the church? His writing is certainly very fluent and he can vary it at times to express different
attitudes of mind and subtleties of thought. It is slightly "old-fashioned" without the raciness the occasional word
of slang would give; in fact he is obviously careful to avoid slang and if he is doubtful whether a word is acceptable
standard English he fences it off with inverted commas; so, for example, his use of "sumph" about which he is
ambivalent; he wants to us" it but does not want to be accused of incorrectness. The papers of the time were very
formal in style and he presumably took his tone from them. Occasionally he uses words in meanings which have
fallen out of use - for example, "got" meaning "learnt by heart" as in "got my lessons", or meaning "being given
or earning" a holiday as in "got the play". This takes us back to Pepys: "And then walked out of the church with
the boy and then left him promising him to get him a play another time." Scotticisms are few - "tickled", "in a
present", "remember of', "as a hansel", and there are archaisms such as "yestemight". Spelling mistakes abound
particularly the confusion between 1 'ie" and "ei" which stumped the Census enumerators also. It is amusing to
see how many forms the name of poor Mr McGregor took.
And so we come full circle to James Boyd, the boy, the young fellow who was, I feel, so full of promise, so alive
to the life around him and who died so young. Repeated reading of the Diary and coming to savour his vigorous
and essentially Christian reactions to everything around him has made him to me a very familiar figure and a very
charming one; there are no "revelations", no word or statement that he need be ashamed of (though he was glad he
could keep his Diary locked up). Compared with fifteen-year-old boys of the present day he may appear immature;
perhaps he was ... but perhaps many of his contemporaries were much the same, especially those brought up in
the restrictive households of the U .P. Church. But, restricted or not, he comes alive and is not afraid to air his views.
By a strange coincidence an exact contemporary of James Boyd and a school-fellow was also writing a diary.
He was John Gulland, born in 1834 and a High School pupil. In June 1976, Dr John Barclay, now President of the
Old Edinburgh Club, wrote an article for the Royal High School Magazine Schola Regia entitled "Diary ofa High
School Boy of 130 Years Ago": it described the diary and included many excerpts, He also read a paper on it to the
Old Edinburgh Club.
The Diary, written between 1846 and 1849, records a more stirring life at school than James Boyd's- gangs,
cards, inter-school games, whippings and visits to the theatre figure in its pages, John Gulland lived to be a prosperous merchant and a city bailie and when he died in 1902 he was given a civic funeral.

The Diary is prefaced by twelve blank pages carefully numbered by James in Roman numerals. The first two
pages contain his Introductory Remarks (see page 2). Then follow ten pages of Memorabilia. The first five of these
are devoted to summaries of the lectures by Pljny Miles on Mnemotechny. Then follow a page and a halfon Lord
Jeffrey dated 4 February 1850; it begins: "This illustrious sun who has so long shone with such brilliancy in the
Literary Firmament has now set for ever in this present scene." It continues in the same pretentious style and
concludes "The great men of our land are yearly diminishing and if we exclude Wordsworth, Dickens and Macaulay
we may truly ask 'Our great men where are they?' "A page and-a half follow, devoted to a summary of Sir Edward
Graham by Catherine Sinclair dated 26 March 1850. Lastly there is a list of books read and papers written during
the year. He has mentioned these books in the Diary but it is interesting to see them collected, remembering that
he was reading them of his own accord, in his own spare time. These were not books or set essays prescribed by the
school but books and writings chosen by himself. A great deal of his learning was self-taught.
Part of Arabian Nights Entertainment; Feats on the Fjord, by Miss Martineau; Cinnamon and Pearls, by Miss
Martineau; The Fugitive Blacksmith, by Dr Pennington; a few ~f Chambers Papers for the People; Martin Chuv.lewit,
by Charles Dickens; Sir Edward Graham, by Catherine Sinclair; Memoirs of Dr Chalmers, by Dr Hannah; Household Words conducted by Charles Dickens; Percy, a Drama by Hannah More; Regullus, a Drama by Hannah More;
Guy Mannering, by Sir Walter Scott; Waverley, by Sir Walter Scott; Mick and Nick; Taming the Shrew, a Drama
by Shakespeare; Oliver Twist, by Charles Dickens; Evidences of Christianity, by W. Paley.
Papers written during the year: "Scotland", pp. 4; "Education", pp. 12; "Life of Christ", pp. 86; "Character
and Times of James I of Scotland", pp. 16.
James has omitted Lamb's Tales from Shakespeare, Brougham's Statesmen and Tales of the Kings of England
borrowed from the High School Library,

MIDLOTHIAN - OR THE SHIRE OF EDINBURGH?
by Professor G. W. S. BARROW
An address given at the Annual General Meeting of the Club, 16 March, 1983.

From the earliest times in which we have record of Lothian the name seems to have been
used in both a wider and a narrower sense. The name does not occur in sources earlier than
the eleventh century, but in several of the earliest of these sources it is used to mean the
country between Forth and Tweed, i.e. including the Merse. Anonymous Northumbrian
tracts from Durham (and possibly York?) say that the Scots were 'given' Lothian about the
tum of the tenth and eleventh centuries, and it is quite clear that they are referring to the land
between Tweed and Forth. 1 In his biography of Saint Margaret (composed between 1100
and 1107), Thurgot, then prior of Durham, writes that the Firth of Forth (at Queensferry)
divides Lothian and Scotia.' The Durham monk Simeon, writing in the reign of Henry I ,
says that Tweed separates Northumberland from Lothian. 3 Simeon's contemporary, the
anonymous monk of Peterborough responsible for some of the last sections of the AngloSaxon Chronicle, calls Bishop John of Glasgow the 'bishop ofLothian'•-certainly in error,
but an error which implies a belief that the south-easternmost territory of Glasgow diocese,
what is still remembered as Roxburghshire, lay in the area which could be thought of as
'Lothian'. Henry, archdeacon of Huntingdon, calls Earl Cospatric of Dunbar, who owned
much land and wielded great power in Berwickshire, leader or ealdorman (dux) of the men
of Lothian. 5 The biographer of Saint Bernard ofTiron, a monk writing in northern France
about 1140, understood that Lothian bordered 'Albania of the Scots' on the north and
'Northumberland' on the south, and that Kelso, where a colony of monks from Tiron settled
in 1128. was in Lothian.•
These references give us the larger or wider notion of Lothian, the country from the Firth
of Forth to the Tweed. We might be tempted to see them as the outsider's or foreigner's view
- foreigners are notorious for getting things slightly wrong; and we might feel confirmed in
our belief when we find two French writers, Robert de Torigni, abbot of Le Mont Saint-Michel
and the anonymous author of the History of the Dukes of Normandy, persistently referring
to English Northumbria, i.e. Northumberland, as 'Lothian' .7 This is unquestionably a mistaken usage, although the error is one which has misled a good number of modern historians ,
including myself. But misunderstanding on the part of outsiders cannot be the true explanation
of this wider concept of Lothian because the Scots also used Lothian in the sense of 'southeastern Scotland' or even for the whole of southern Scotland. The bishop of St Andrews
declared in 1127 that the monks ofColdingham would be freer vis avis his church than any
other monastic churches in Lothian.• King David I (before and after his accession to the
throne) addressed administrative documents dealing with property in Berwickshire and on
the borders ofBerwickshire and Roxburgh to his thanes and drengs of Lothian and Teviotdale.• When, towards the end of the twelfth century, the kingdom of Scotland came to be
administered for the purposes of justice by means of two, or sometimes three. judicial officers
of the Crown called 'justiciars', the one responsible for all south-eastern Scotland, and often
enough for the whole of Scotland south of Forth and Clyde , was styled the 'Justiciar of
141
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Lothian'. 10 Again, the large diocese of St Andrews required not one but two archdeacons
to carry out the bishop's routine duties, and the division was made at the Forth, with the
archdeaconry of St Andrews taking the north side and the archdeaconry of Lothian the
south - reaching from Stirling to Berwick upon Tweed. 11
In contrast to the larger idea of Lothian, the narrower view confined Lothian to the area
of the three_sheriffd?ms ofLinlit~gow (West Lothian), Edinburgh (Midlothian) and Haddington
(East Lothian). ThIS more restncted and to us more familiar concept of Lothian is not I think
found ~nywhere among English or other foreign observers in the early period. It was e;sentiall;
a Scottish usage, and an early one. It is impossible from surviving record to say which of the
two concepts, large or small, came first. I shall argue that Lothian was originally small and
gre_w larger, and was not a large region which subsequently shrank; although the s.ense in
which we now use the name probably gives Lothian more room than it had to begin with. But
even th!s modern sense is quite early in making its appearance. The church ofTynninghame
m the eighth century held sway from Lammermuir to Inveresk-i.e. in effect, though not by
na~e, over East Lothian. 12 King Alexander I gave his brother David lordship over the
terntory south of Lamqiermuir, keeping the lands from Cockburnspath to the River Avon
for the Crown - i.e. in effect, though not by name, East, Mid and West Lothian." A midtwelfth-century royal charter already gives us the modern Lanarkshire/West Lothian (i.e.
Strathclyde Region/Lothian Region) boundary as the divide between 'Lothian and Clydesdale'. 14 A later twelfth-century charter says that the lands of Glengelt (just south of Soutra
on the A68) reached northward to the marches of Lothian on Lammerlaw, 15 pretty much
where the present Berwickshire/East Lothian boundary is drawn.
The deaneries of Christianity into which the parishes of St Andrews diocese south of
Forth were organized by the middle of the thirteenth century were the Merse for Berwickshire,
and Haddington and Linlithgow for all three Lothians. 16 But still earlier there had simply
been one 'dean of Lothian' with jurisdiction over approximately the area of the three Lothians 17
differentiated from the 'dean of Fogo' who looked after the parishes ofBerwickshire. 18 Whlle
the_re were in the twelfth and earlier thirteenth centuries distinct sheriffs of Linlithgow,
Edmburgh and Haddington, 19 from about 1230 there came to be one sheriff only, sometimes
styled sheriff of Edinburgh but more and more frequently styled sheriff of Lothian. 20 In
contrast, therefore, with the justiciarship, which used the name Lothian for most of southern
Scotland, the sheriffdom from a remarkably early date used the name in the sense with which
we are familiar. And that in tum may have influenced the justiciarship, for from the fourteenth
century onwards the justiciars ceased to be styled 'of Lothian' and came to be styled justiciars
'south of Forth' or simply 'in the south part'."
It is instructive to see what places were said by early writers to be 'in Lothian'. English
writers based in Durham or associated with Durham diocese locate Dunbar ,22 estates close
to Berwick upon Tweed" and even Birgham, east ofKelso, 24 as 'in Lothian' Scots sources
seem to adopt a more cautious approach. Places identified as 'in Lothian' in the fourteenth
century included Braid,25 Cockpen, 26 Dalkeith27 and New Cranstoun, 28 while Sir James
Douglas lord of Dalkeith was distinguished from his various namesakes by the title Sir James
Douglas 'of Lothian'. 29 In the fifteenth century the range widens a little, and we find Bothans
(Y ester), 3 0 Edmonstone,31 Linlithgow,32 Luffness, 33 Newbattle 34 and the mouth of the River
Almond 35 all described as 'in Lothian'.
The name Lothian itself has never been explained. It does not figure in our earliest sources.

which give us the tribal name Votadini (in later Welsh, Gododdin )36 and the provincial and
distri~t names Bernicia, Eidyn and Giudi (ludeu). 37 Bede, a scholar quite exceptionally
conscious of geography, mentions neither Stirling nor Edinburgh, at least by recognisable
?ames. Since ~e is more likely to have known Edinburgh than Stirling, and since King dswy
1s much more likely to have been besieged by Penda of Mercia in Edinburgh than in Stirling,
I would take Bede's urbs Giudi (Nennius'sludeu), 'in the middle of (i.e. halfway along) the
Firth of Forth, to be Edinburgh, not Stirling. 38 I would therefore see Giudi as an alternative
name for Eidyn, the district dominated by the 'fortress of Eidyn' , Din Eidyn,39 Oppidum
Eden, 40 Edinburgh. • 1
Significantly, there is no trace of Lothian in the Old Welsh literature on the gwr y gogledd,
the 'men of the north'. 42 On the contrary, we have an obscure name which had to be explained
artificially, indeed fictitiously. The earliest surviving life of Saint Kentigern (Mungo), composed in the twelfth century, invented- or transmitted an older invention of-a king, Leudonus,
whose paternity is not identified and who does notappearin the Old Welsh pedigrees. 43 He
ruled 'Leudonia' - incidentally, a form for Lothian found nowhere else in literature - from
Dunpelder, now Traprain Law east of Haddington. 44 His daughterThenew (better known
to older travellers in Scotland as Saint Enoch) was the mother of Mungo, born at Culross
and eventually the patron saint of Glasgow and Cumbria. Leudonus is surely pure fiction
stemming ultimately perhaps from some Welsh origin, for the later Welsh word for Lothian'.
Lleuddiniawn, seems to belong to the same tradition. 45 Be that as it may, the brilliant Welsh
writer Geoffrey of Monmouth, weaving his pseudo-historical fantasies of Brutus of Troy,
Arthur and King Lear in the middle years of the twelfth century, knows nothing ofLeudonus.4 6
To him Lothian was evidently not Lleuddiniawn but 'Lodonesia' ,47 a latinized form of the
name by which Lothian was unquestionably known in French, Loeneis, Loonais etc.,••
'Lyonesse' in later Arthurian tales. Consequently, Geoffrey accounts for Lothian not by an
imaginary king called Leudonus but by an imaginary duke called Loth- an easy way out if
ever there was one. 49 These patently fictitious devices prove that the name Lothian was a
complete puzzle for the educated class of the twelfth century: they neither knew what it meant
nor had ever encountered it in the literature available to them. In the ordinary speech of the
people it was Lothene, 50 Lowthian,51 Loudy52 or Loven.53 In French it was Loeneis, the ending
being perhaps not plural but that found in Bordel-ais, Agen-ais etc. Latinized it came out
regularly as Laudonia, Laodonia, Lodoneium etc. -always with tau-, lao- or lo-, never leusave in the Glasgow Vita Kentegerni already referred to. I would doubt whether the practice
of distinguishing between the western, middle or eastern parts of Lothian in popular speech
can go back before the time when royal administration evolved the sheriffdom of Edinburgh
or Lothian, divided into the constabularies ofLinlithgow, Edinburgh and Haddington, that
is in the course of the thirteenth century. I have not been able to find 'East Lothian' before
Andrew Wyntoun (c.1420),54 and the earliest reference I have so far discovered to 'Midlothian' occurs in a shrieval appointment of 1444, unfortunately in Latin not Scots when
Sir John Logan of Restalrig became sheriff of 'the middle part or ward of Lothian'. 5 ; 'West
Lothian', as a vernacular name, I have not found at all in the medieval period, but that is
probably because I have not been searching in the right places. Dr Angus Macdonald, who
made a detailed study of the place-names in this county immediately before the Second
World War, could not discover it before 1540.56
Nevertheless, the nucleus of Midlothian in fact, though not in name, must have existed
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fro~ early times in what was known during the twelfth century as the 'Edinburgh shire', 51
and 1t would have been from that shire that the first 'sheriffs' of Edinburgh derived their title
58
and office. It is surely unrealistic not to link this in some way with the ancient district of
Eidyn. If we plot on tht'; modern map those places whose names still survive or of which
~here is reliable record, which seem to belong to the period before any Angllan or Gaelic
mfluen~e appeared on the scene [Fig. 1] we may form an idea of this old district. Its royal or
go~erm~g centre was of course the fortress on the Castle Rock of Edinburgh, the 'castle of
maidens (Castellum Puellarum). 59 Its ecclesiastical centre was the church of Saint Cuthbert
under the castle, which had jurisdiction as far afield as Corstorphine in one direction and
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Liberton in the other.6° Saint Cuthbert's had the highly significant name of kirchetun••
\Kirkton)-not meaning, as so often in later times, the locality in the parish where the kirk
liappened to be, but pointing rather to the ecclesiastical centre of a principal lordship, and
to be compared therefore with the Kirkton of St Ninians (Eccles) for the shire ofStirling,• 2
'_E gglesbrec' for the shire of Falkirk or Callendar, •3 Eccles in Berwickshire, 64 Kirkby Kendal
(f?r Kentdale) 65 and Kirkby Lonsdale (for the lower Lune valley)•• in English Cumbria,
Kirkby the lost name for the parish centre ofTanshelf, the great lordship known since the
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twelfth century as Pontefract, in south Yorkshire,6 7 and Kirton in Lindsey, the headquarters
of one of the great sokes of Lincolnshire. 68 Both the name kirchetun and the dedication to
Cuthbert must of course postdate the coming of the Angles in the seventh century, but I
would suggest that the ecclesiastical site itself may well go back to an earlier period and
would once have borne a different name.
For the purpose of elucidating the origin of Lothian the most interesting names on the
map are the little cluster which either preserve or incorporate the word 'Lothian' in one or
other of its forms. Pride of place must be given to the watercourse now variously called Lothian
Burn, Burdiehouse Burn, Niddrie Burn and Brunstane Burn. Two thirteenth-century charters
in favour of Dunfermline Abbey show clearly that this stream was actually called 'Lothian' that is to say, 'Lothian' was a true watercourse name.69 At the extreme south end of Penicuik
parish is the estate of Mount Lothian, anciently a parish in its own right7° and presumably
representing some P-Celtic name such as monith-Lothen or minit-Lothen, the 'upland of
Lothian'. 71 On the left bank of the North Esk, somewhere in the vicinity of Melville Castle,
was a protuberance or eminence called 'Thorlothane', the 'tor of Lothian' .7 2 These names
seem to take us into the heart of Lothian, indeed into the heart of Midlothian. It is scarcely
conceivable that if Lothian had begun as the name of a large province, stretching from Stirling
to the Tweed, or of a place far distant from Edinburgh, the names Mountlothian, Torlothian
and Lothian on its own, belonging as they do to the pre-seventh-century period, could have
been assigned to locations within a single small area just south of Edinburgh. For they must
antedate the arrival of the Angles in Northumbria in the seventh century and the Scots of
Argyll in the ninth or tenth. If Lothian was in origin a watercourse name, we may note that
the Swedish scholar Eilert Ekwall, who made a lifetime's study of river and stream names,
explains the river names Leadon (Herefordshire, Gloucestershire), Lodden and Lydden
(both Dorset) and Loddon (Berkshire and Norfolk) as derived from two old Brittonic words,
one meaning 'broad' (Welsh llydan), the other 'muddy stream'. 73 Whether a thirteenth-century
Louenyn, 74 alternatively Louthyan, 75 could be a parallel to one or other of these two rather
better-attested names, and if so which meaning better suits the Burdiehouse or Niddrie burn
are questions which I would be wise to leave to Celtic philologists and experts on the environs
of Edinburgh.7 6 Professor Alan Everitt has recently been demonstrating the widespread
prevalence of settlements based upon and taking their names from small rivers and their
valleys. 77 Precisely this seems in fact to have taken place in the valleys of Leadon and Loddon. 78
I do not know whether he would agree that Lothian might have been originally the district
around the stream called Lothian. What I would venture to affirm, however, is that both
Midlothian and the shire of Edinburgh are names of great antiquity, somewhat anglicized
in the course of time yet embodying within themselves names bestowed originally by a stratum
of the settled population already inhabiting this region at the beginning of the Christian era.
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In 1567, after her surrender at Carberry in the evening of Sunday, 15 June, the Lords of
the Congregation brought Mary, Queen of Scots, to a house in the High Street of Edinburgh
and held her in this improvised prison for twenty-three hours before they hurried her down
to Holyrood and thence to Loch Leven on the Monday night. There is no doubt about the
general identity of this house in which she spent her unhappy final hours in Edinburgh, for
all sources agree that it was the house or lodging of the Provost of the day, Sir Simon Preston:
but since no tradition has attached continuously to any particular site since the sixteenth
century, its exact whereabouts is a question for research.
Two investigations have been made , firstly by Peter Miller in 1893 and secondly by Charles
Boog Watson in 1940; and since they came to completely different conclusions it has been
assumed that the second reviewed and superseded the first. But this is not so; for when they
are read together it is evident that they covered quite different ground and that each was
ignorant of key facts established by the other. Clearly this puts an immediate question-mark
against all their conclusions. But it does not vitiate the research which led to them, for in both
cases this was conscientious and sound as far as it went; it is the purpose of the present study
to show that when their work is taken together and re-examined along with the sixteenthcentury witness, it transpires that, all unknowingly, Miller and Boog Watson between them
produced information which enables us to look at the whole matter in an entirely new light.
Peter Miller's research is set out in full detail in a Memorandum which was submitted to
the Lord Provost's Committee in 1893. 1 The substance of it is a proof from sasines that at the
operative time Sir Simon Preston had owned a family mansion on the north side oft he High
Street at Preston's (later, Stewart's) Close-a site which is now just west of the centre of the
arcaded entrance to the quadrangle of the City Chambers; and Miller's claim that this was
where the Queen had been imprisoned rests on three points in the contemporary reports:
that she was put into the Provost's house, that this was on the north side of the street and
that it was 'forenent' (i.e. opposite) the Cross.
Boog Watson's study, 2 published in 1940, dismisses this conclusion, but takes no account
of the evidence for it. Somewhat surprisingly, considering his notable assiduity in searching
the civic records, he was clearly ignorant of the Memorandum of 1893, despite the fact that
it was engrossed in the printed Minutes along with the resolution which led to the erection
of the handsome bronze plaque which had marked the site at the City Chambers since 1894.'
Certainly he mentions Miller's work, but knowing it only as incompletely reported by Sir
Daniel Wilson in 18904 he rejects it out of hand.5 and his own investigation follows an
altogether different line. He starts off by disposing of the story- unreported until 1787 and
already fairly well demolished by Wilson in 18906 - which identified the Queen's prison as
the so-called Black Turnpike on the south side of the High Street west of the Tron , pulled
down when Hunter Square was constructed in 1788. The tale itself need not detain us here.
but we will return later to the inference which Boog Watson draws,' that it had probably
drifted across the street from a building on the north side which he shows to have been called
the Black Turnpike in the seventeenth century. It is this seventeenth-century Black Turnpike.
at Auld Provost's Close opposite the Tron, that is the central subject of Boog Watson's work.
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Firstly he proves from sasines that this building was earlier the mansion of the Hendersons of
Fordell, and secondly he shows from a Town Council minute of 15698 that from 1565 onwards
Sir Simon Preston had rented it as his town residence - circumstances which so neatly fit
one of the most specific of the contemporary reports (that the Queen was taken to the house
of Ja mes Henderson of Fordell 'which was then the Provost of Edinburgh's house wherein
he dwelt') that Boog Watson finds the conclusion irresistible and accordingly places the site
of Mary's prison here, at the head of Cockburn Street.
These summaries are enough to show that, whatever else they did or failed to do, Miller
and Boog Watson between them proved a fact of crucial importance which until now has
gone quite unrecognised, that in 1567 Sir Simon Preston was closely connected not merely
with one but with two houses in the High Street. One was the house opposite the Cross, which
he had owned for seventeen years but did not occupy; the other was the Henderson mansion
opposite the Tron, which he had rented and lived in for two years past. The proofs of this
simultaneous connection, being wholly from sasines and the minute anent the renting of
Henderson's house, are quite independent of the evidence for the Queen's imprisonment
and quite unaffected by any conclusions drawn by Miller or Boog Watson anent that question.
But the new information throws their conclusions into the melting pot again, for neither of
them had the least inkling of it and each assumed that as soon as he had connected a house
with Preston he had ipso facto connected it with Mary. Furthermore, and with rather less
excuse, each seemed to rest satisfied when his identification fitted some of the sixteenthcentury evidence, and overlooked or elided the fact that it did not fit it all.•
As remarked earlier, the contemporary reporters all describe the house as 'the Provost's
house' or 'lodging'; but four of them amplify this with further detail. Du Croc, the French
ambassador, reporting to Paris the day after the event, says that it was "la principale maison
de la ville";' 0 John Beaton, also writing in Edinburgh on 17 June, 1567, says that "they logit
hir majestie in the Provest's luging, forenent the croce, upon the north syd of the gait";" Sir
James Melville says that she "wes logit in the midis of the toun, in the Provost's loging";" and
finally, the anonymous but probably contemporary Diurnal of Occurrents has it that "she
was lugeit in James Hendersones hous of Fordell, being thane the proves! of Edinburghis
hous quhairin he remaynit [i.e. lived]", 13 and the last phrase is clarified and corroborated by
the Town Council minute of29 June, 1569, which tells us that when Preston was made provo;t
in 1565 he had had no place to live in the town and had made this good by renting Henderson's
house - "quilk," the minute says, "he now occupeis", so confirming that the arrangement
begun in 1565 continued in force beyond June, 1567. 14
Leaving aside Du Croc's remark, the meaning of which is hard to interpret in the context
of his report, 15 these witnesses supply us with five distinct clues, direct or indirect, to the
location of the house. These also constitute five distinct tests which should be taken together
and applied to each proposed identification of the site, and if any lack of fit emerges. it will
call for explanation:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
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the house was on the north side of the High Street:
it was in the middle of the town;
it was referred to as 'the Provost's house or lodging':
it belonged to Henderson and was let to Preston:
it was 'forenent the Cross'.
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No difficulty arises from the first two of these tests. Both the house opposite the Cross
and the one opposite ·the Tron were 'on the north side' of the street, and both might be said
to be 'in the middle of the town', although that description might fit the one at the Cross
rather better than the other, politically as well as spatially, inasmuch as the Cross was the
centre of public affairs and insofar as the Lords' purpose in bringing the Queen into the town
rather than Holyrood seems to have been to make a public show of her. 16
The third test- 'the Provost's house' or 'lodging' -takes on a new rigour, now that two
houses are in contention, and it is necessary to examine the meaning or meanings which that
phrase might carry. Firstly, since there was no such thing as an official residence for the
Provost, there is no suggestion that the house was chosen for its status as Provost's, 17 it was
simply a question of procuring something suitable. In point of availability, it would no doubt
have been easy for Preston to offer the house he lived in, but on the other hand it would not
have been impossible to commandeer the one he owned. Secondly, we must read 'lodging'
according to its usage at the time, which was wider than today's and could imply 'belonging
to' as readily as 'lived in by'. Thus it may be read as synonymous with 'house' and does not
necessarily imply 'residence'. Thirdly, buildings were habitually labelled by the names or
titles of owners (as for example, 'My Lord Hume's Lugeing', which was in the same breath
identified by reference to its earlier ownership 'The Auld Bishop of Dunkeld's Lugeing')
and it is more than likely that, having been owned by Preston's father and grandfather before
him, 18 the house at the Cross would have been referred to as 'Preston's' regardless of its
tenancy, just as the house down at the Tron was 'Henderson's' even although Preston occupied
it, and needed the qualifying phrase added by the Diurnalist to make it 'the Provost's'. Taking
all this into account it is at least possible that either house could be colloquially referred to as
'the Provost's lodging', and it would be unjustifiable to assert that either one of them could
not be so called. Indeed, it might be that this ambiguity of the label was the very reason why
two of our witnesses amplified it - in the Diumalist's case, by a normal reference to ownership;
in Beaton's, by a geographical reference which (as we shall see later) was a normal phrase
in legal as well as popular parlance. It appears, therefore, that both houses must be allowed
to pass the third test, of being conceivably referred to as 'the Provost's house' or 'lodging'.
It is when we come to the two remaining tests that both cases run into serious difficulty.
each in its own way. Firstly and obviously, the house at the Cross could never have been
described as 'belonging to Henderson'. This was patent even before Boog Watson proved
the siting and renting of the Henderson mansion, for the sasines for the house at the Cross
proved that it belonged to the Prestons continuously over a period beginning long before
1567 and ending fifteen years after it. 19 It is curious that Miller should have been silent about
this. considering that the Diurnal had been in print for sixty years by the time he was writing.
Yet however that may be, in identifying the house opposite the Cross as Mary's prison. Miller
is blatantly at odds with the Diumalist.
But could the Henderson house. which was certainly where Boog Watson says it was .
ever have been described as being 'forenent the Cross'? This can of course be directly tested
today, by standing at the head of Cockburn Street, when it will stretch the word out of all
meaning to say that you are standing 'opposite' the Cross: and if this is so today. it was even
more so in 1567, when the Cross was some thirteen yards nearer the centre of the High Street
than it is now. 2° Furthermore, in sixteenth-century terms, 'forenent' that centrally-placed
Cross meant more than it implies today, for it was applicable equally to properties on either
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side of the street. In other words, Bea ton's 'forenent the Cross' cannot be a mere extension of
his 'upon the north side' (as Boog Watson seems rather carelessly to assume) but isa separate
statement-indeed, a separate co-ordinate, fixing the position east-west while the other fixes
it north-south. This is borne out by two of the sasines quoted by Miller for the house at the
Cross, 21 in which Bea ton's cross bearings are almost mirrored by those of the lawyers, who
describe the property as 'on the north side of the High Street and the Market Cross' and,
with even clearer indication that two co-ordinates are present, as 'on the north side of the
High Street and of the Market Cross'. Indeed, were 'forenent the Cross' to be interpreted
so broadly as to apply to Henderson's house it would embrace half the houses in the High
Street and would be so drained of practical meaning as to be useless as a popular phrase, let
alone a legal one. Furthermore, it would invade the territory which, even today, we refer to
as 'opposite the Tron (Kirk)' and which in those days was even more strongly characterised
by the great Tron weigh beam standing in the street northwest of the eventual site of the Kirk. 22
There can be no doubt that 'forenent the Cross' applied only to properties in a relatively
short length of the street east and west of the Cross. Thus in identifying Henderson 's house
as Mary's prison, Boog Watson is conclusively at odds with Beaton.
But, by the same token, so is the Diurnalist! Miller's proof of a Preston house on a site
so exactly in accordance with Beaton's virtually legal definition, and Boog Watson's proof
of where the Henderson house was, combine to prove that two of our primary sources indeed, the two who give most detail-conflict quite fatally. Beaton or the Diurnalist, one
or other must be mistaken; and since Miller's site passes all tests but the Diurnalist's, and
Boog Watson's passes all but Beaton's 'forenent the Cross', the issue lies between the two
witnesses, rather than between the two researchers.
Even a scrap of further evidence, could we but find it, might help to decide the matter;
but in its absence we can at least examine our witnesses more closely. This is not made easier
by the anonymity of the Diurnalist and the uncertain history of his work. 23 The relevant entry
occurs in the section of that uneven compilation which (to quote the preface to the Bannatyne
Club's edition) "bears evident marks of having been written by a contemporary observer,
residing in Edinburgh and probably employed in some subordinate official situation, not
very remote from the Court, yet not of such a kind as to afford him accurate or confidential
intelligence in matters not obvious to all the world". The entry itself is exceedingly brief, with
nothing to indicate either way whether the writer witnessed the event, and the only thing
special about it is that the house is named as an Edinburgh man would label it, i. e. by quoting
owner as well as tenant.
By contrast, we know a great deal about Beaton, and the 3000-word letter he wrote on
17 June to his brothers Andrew and James, Archbishop of Glasgow, not only recounts the
hectic events of the previous six days but gives details of his own active part in them, when
he was acting as the Queen's confidential agent in Edinburgh, her emissary to the Castle
commandant and contact with the French ambassador in the Cowgate. Twice he rode out
to talk with the Queen, at Borthwick and Dunbar, and once he was arrested on his way to
the Castle near midnight but managed to escape six hours later. The strong impression one
gets from the letter is of alert, practised and reliable reporting by a man who knew his way
around and was very close to what was going on. He does not appear to have seen the Queen
in her imprisonment but he was close enough to what happened within and without the house
to report in sharp detail her pathetic appearances at her window, and the factthat, although
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kept incommunicado and under constant guard, she managed to get hold of a maid to take
secret messages to the Castle and Maitland ofLethington - and Beaton knew the tenor of them
within twenty-four hours. It is hard to believe that such a. man in such a position would be
mistaken in identifying the house. If anything is odd, it is the precision of his description,
which might be enough to suggestthat he wanted to conjure up a picture of the scene for his
brothers, or that, knowing of the two houses called 'the provost's', he wanted to make it clear
that it was the one at the Cross, not the other down the street, that was involved. Be that as
it may, the geographical form of the description would argue for its being from eye witness,
whether his own or a reporter's. Indeed, to hold otherwise would require us to make the
decidedly difficult supposition that Beaton knew that the house at the Cross belonged to
Preston, but that he, in the thick of public affairs, had no idea that the Provost actually lived
elsewhere. And he certainly had information from eye-witnesses about events at the house. 24
'How could he be wrong?' is indeed the crucial question for Beaton-and for the Diurnalist.
As we have seen, the latter's description is not of a visual kind, but rather to be described
as a customary local label. There is nothing to suggest whether the writer was an eye witness
or not - that is, if we suppose that the house was indeed the one atthe Tron. But if we suppose
that the house was at the Cross, he could not have been an eye witness, else he would not have
used the label; and if he was not an eye witness, but was relying on a report, it would be possible
for him to misinterpret it. Indeed, there would have been every chance of this happening if
the report baldly referred to 'the Provost's house', for the first inclination of a locally-informed
man would be to think of the house Preston lived in. Were the entry written up lateror edited
to add this touch of detail after the event, as it very well might have been, such a error would
have been even more likely, if the witness we have today is typical of what was available at
the time, for with the solitary exception of Bea ton's, none of it would have pointed away
from Preston's residence at the Tron.
To sum up, if the Diurnalist is wrong, he can readily be seen to-be making a very reasonable
although mistaken assumption; whereas if Beaton is wrong, it is exceedingly hard to see how
this could have come about. Surely this is decisive in his favour, when what we know about
the character, motivation and involvement of the'lwo writers and the general quality and
immediacy of their reporting is taken into account. The verdict must lie with him, as by far
the stronger witness, and it is entirely reasonable that the case for the Henderson house
should be dismissed.
But if so, what are we to make of the Black Turnpike legend? Even although it attached
itself to the wrong Black Turnpike, it clearly points to the Henderson house, which was still
being so described in sasines only seven years before 1641, at which date we have positive
evidence that its 'Black Turnpike' name was already well established. 25 Certainly the story
would challenge the conclusion we have drawn above, if it were truly an independent tradition.
But it need not be such. It could as easily be dependent on the Diurnal, and indeed the circumstances of its appearance strongly suggest that it was. It was unknown to Maitland in 1753
and first heard of in 1787; and during that period the Diurnal, although unpublished, may
have been known to a few. In that period also, the link between Henderson's house and the
name 'Black Turnpike' was certainly discoverable and may have been still remembered,
although the proper location of the building might have been hard to identify, for it had either
lost its name or else disappeared by the eighteenth century. Matters were further confused
by the existence of another 'Black Turnpike' on the other side of the street, as recorded by
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Maitland. It would be reasonable to account for the sudden appearance of the story, two
centuries out oftime, by supposing that someone simply brought together the Diurnal report
and the linking of the building names but failed to get the location right. Such a late and entirely
literary birth would also explain why there is no record of the story ever having been told of
the earlier house on the north side of the street, for the story would not have had to flit across
the street, as Boog Watson suggests, if the name had done so long before the legend was
launched. The challenge, if there be one, is too faint and uncertain to disturb the hard evidence
of John Beaton that Mary Queen of Scots was imprisoned in Sir Simon Preston's house
forenent the Cross.
APPENDIX I

Memorandum by Peter Miller, 31 May, 1893
This Memorandum, submitted by a special Subcommittee to the Lord Provost's Committee on 7 June, 1893 with a recommendation that an inscription should be put up to mark
the site of Preston's house, is engrossed in full, together with the plan by the City Architect
(Fig. 2) in the Minutes of the Town Council 13 June, 1893.
MEMORANDUM as to the Site of the House of Sir Simon Preston of Craigmillar,
Provost of the City in the years 1566, 1567 and 1568, by Ex-Baillie Miller, with reference
to the subject of the Dean of Guild's Motion of 15 November 1892.
PREVIOUS to the commencement of the seventeenth century, the block of houses
on which the Royal Exchange now stands was bounded on the west by Alexander King's
Close, now called Mary King's Close, and on the east by Allan's Close. It was intersected
between the High Street and the North Loch by two other closes, Stewart's, previously
called Preston's, and Pearson's Closes. The frontage of this block on the line of the High
Street was occupied and belonged to parties mentioned in the title-deeds before and after
Queen Mary's time. The Sasines verifying this are on record still, and from them is defermined the position of most of the tenements and their proprietors.
It appears, from a Sasine (Alexander King's Protocol, No. 2, page 40-12 August 1550)
in his favour, that Sir Simon Preston was infeft in one of these tenements, which is described
in his Sasine as follows, viz. :- Tenement "of land of John Preston, son and heir ofthe
deceased Symon Preston, Burgess of the Burgh of Edinburgh, lying in the foresaid Burgh
on the north side of the High Street of the same, between the tenement and lands of the
heirs of the late Master Robert Galbraith, Rector of Spot, and of the late Robert Rannald,
on the west, and the tenement and lands of the heirs of the late Robert Otterburn, son of
the late Mr Adam Otterburn of Reidhall, and the late Symon Littill, on the east, and the
King's High Street on the south, and the North Loch of the said Burgh on the north parts."
This tenement subsequently passed, on the resignation of David Preston ofCraigmillar,
to a family of Jamiesons in 1582 (A. Guthrie's Protocol, 1581- 1582, page 139), 1596
(A. Guthrie's Protocol, 1595-1597, page 69), and 1601 (A. Guthrie's Protocol, 1600-1602,
page 146) ; and afterwards, in 1614 (J. Hay's Protocol, 1602- 1614, page 69), to Wm Reid
and Janet Cochran, his spouse, in whose Sasine the tenement is also said to have belonged
to David Preston of Craigmillar. David Preston's Sasine has not been found, but he was
the eldest son and heir of Sir Symon Preston (the Provost) (Register of the Great Seal,
1546-1580, page 474; xxv· 413).
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The relative position of the Market Cross, Preston's Close and Symon Preston's
property is ascertained from the two following Sasines (J. Hay's Protocol, 1614-1615,
page89).
Sasine, John Murray, 8 April 1615.-That tenement ofland of the late John Murray,
Merchant-Burgess of the Burgh of Edinburgh, lying in the said burgh on the north side
of the High Street and the Market Cross of the same, in the close called Preston's Close,
between the lands of Alexander Pearson on the east, the lands of the late John Dougal
on the south, the close called Mr Alexander King's Close on the west, and the lands of
John Archibald on the north, on the one side and the other.
Sasine, Mr Alexander Pearson, Advocate, and Christina Rigg, his future spouse,
30 May 1615 (page 111 ).-That land or tenement of Alexander Pearson, Merchant, and
the late Elizabeth Easton, his spouse, which belonged to the late John Easton, fatherof
the said Elizabeth, but formerly to the late Gilbert Knox, lying within the tenement of
land sometime of said Gilbert Knox, on the west side of the trance or close (Pearson's)
thereof, between the land sometime of the late Simon Finlayson, afterwards of the heirs
of the late John Murray, on the south, and the land of the late Thomas Broun, but now of
the said Alexander Pearson, on the north, on the one side and the other; which tenement
of the said late Gilbert Knox lies in the said burgh on the north side ofthe High Street
and of the Market Cross of the same, between the tenement of the late Simon Preston,
afterwards of the heirs of the late John Mauchan, on the west, and the tenement sometime
of the late Simon Dowell, now of William Rigg, Merchant, on the east, on the one side
and the other.
That the house occupied by Sir Simon Preston, Provost of the City in 1566-7 when
Queen Mary was 1odged in his house, was on the north side of the High Street, forenent
the Cross, is proved by the letter, written the day after the occurrence took place, of J.
Beaton, brother of the Archbishop of Glasgow, wherein, among other incidents related
concerning Queen Mary at that time, he says: "The Lords brocht her Majestie to town,
quhair they arryvit at 10 hours. They lo git her Ma jestie in the Provost's lodging, foment
the Cross, upon the north side of the gait" (See Laing's History of Scotland, third edition
1819, appendix page 109.) Sir Simon Preston was Provost of the City of Edinburgh at that
time. Sir Simon Preston's family owned the mansion at the Cross from 1493 till after Queen
Mary's time. The house was sometime afterwards sold to Alexander Mauchan, Advocate,
and it was sold subsequently by his heirs to Walter Stewart, Writer, of Ballachtoul.
The exact site of the house of Sir Simon Preston is ascertained from Edgar's Map of
1753, before the Royal Exchange was built, as it shows all the closes in that locality. The
Ordinance Survey of the locality in 1859, which shows the lower ends of Stewart's and
Pearson's Closes, also supplies us with evidence by which it can be determined, on the
line of the High Street, where the closes named opened on that street. From the Sasines
referred to, it appears that there were two tenements between Alexander King's Close
and the west side of Preston's Mansion, and that mansion was bounded on the east by
Preston's Close afterwards named Stewart's Close, and that close formed the west
boundary of Alexander Pearson's house. From these it is shown that Preston's Mansion
stood on the west of Stewart's Close. The survey plans show that Stewart's Close opened
on the High Street, where the entrance to the Exchange now is, so that Preston's house
stood partly on the entrance to the Exchange and partly to the west of it.
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PROPOSED INSCRIPTION to be placed on the west side of the entrance to the
Royal Exchange, in commemoration of Mary, Queen of Scotland, having spent the last
night of her abode in Edinburgh after her surrender to the Confederate Lords at Carberry
Hill, 15th June 1567:"On this site stood the mansion of Sir Simon Preston of Craigmillar, Provost of the
City of Edinburgh 1566-7, wherein Mary Queen of Scotland spent her last night in
Edinburgh (15th June, 1567), after her surrender to the Confederate Lords at Carberry
Hill, from which Mansion she was conveyed to Holyrood on the following evening, and on
that evening sent off to Lochleven Castle as a state prisoner, by the Confederate Lords."
(Signed) 'P. MILLER.'
Edinburgh, 31st May 1893.'
Note. The three protocol books mentioned are in the Scottish Record Office.
APPENDIX II

Town Council Minute of 20 April, 1569
The text of this Minute is quoted by Charles Boog Watson in P.S.A.S., op. cit., and is
given by Dr M. Wood in B.O.E.C., XV, p. 51; it runs as follows (with punctuation added):
The quilk day in presens of the baillies and counsale foresaids comperit Maister David
Makgill advocat and componit how that Sir Simon Preston, provest, for the honour and
defence of his office the tyme he was electit thairto, at the will and desyre of thair predecessors he tuke the lugeing of umqle George Hendersoun of Fordellis, quilk he now
occupeis, of mynde to remaine and be amangs them for their weillis and not his: nottheless
the heritour of the said Iugeing had callit him befor the baillies for certain birun males
[ie: "by-run" or overdue rents] and had obtenit thair decreit thairupon, and therefore
willit thame [ie: the Council] to tak sum ordour with the said heritour tuching the said
males and to gyfhim thair anser. The said Maister David being removit, the baillies and
counsale foresaid after avisement findis and decidis that nowther thay nor thair predecessors hes bean in use of paying of the provests hous male in any time bigane fie:
by-gaen] nowther hes thair bene ony of his males payit be thair predecessors before thair
entrie in office. And further, knawing thair commoun gude thirlit and the gude toun far
behynd the hand qhuairfor, thay can nocht consent for thair tyme to pay ony of the said
provest males because they have nowther consuetude nor uthr warrand for thair relief:
quilk thay ordaine to be shawn to the said Maister David for his anser.
Boog Watson seems to misconstrue this, insofar as he apparently reads the passage "the
heritour ... had callit him before the baillies" as referring to MacGill rather than Preston.
and accordingly infers that MacGill was not merely the heritor's advocate but a tenant subletting the house to Preston. The other reading is easier, implying that Preston was the tenant
and it was he who was called before the bailies.
Nevertheless, by dating the tenancy back to Preston's election in 1565 and including the
phrase 'which he now [i.e. in 1569] occupies', the minute proves the main point, that Preston's
residence in 1567 was this rented house. The heritor at the time was James, son of the George
Henderson mentioned.

MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS AND SIR SIMON PRESTON'S HOUSE

157

APPENDIX III

Letter of John Beaton, 17 June, 1567
This long letter, reporting events in and around Edinburgh from 12-17 June, is printed in
Malcolm Laing, History of Scotland (3rd ed., 1819), II, p. 109ft. There is an error in Laing's
heading, for the letter was written by John (not James) Beaton to his brother Andrew for
transmission to their brother James, Archbishop of Glasgow, who was in Paris. Four-fifths
of it is about events and his own vigorous diplomatic activity on the Queen's behalf up until
the day when she confronted the Lords at Carberry, but the last section relates what happened
after she surrendered to them between 8 and 9 o'clock on the evening of 15 June:
The lords broucht her majestie to town quhair thay arryvit at 10 hours. Thay logit hir
majestie in the Provests loging, foment the croce, upon the north syd of the gait. Hir
majestie was keepit thair till the morne at 9 hours at evin, at quhat tyme thay convoyit
hir majestie thairfra to the Abbay. Quhair efter sche had stayit the space of an hour,
thay put hir on horsbak, and haid hir all that neicht to Louchlawin: quhair as I am inform it
thay intend to keip her till thay haif comprehendit my Lord Duk, or else put him furth of
this countrie. Sche cam yesterday to ane windo of hir chalmer that lukkit on the hiegait,
and cryit forth on the pepill quhow sche was halden in prison, and keepit be her awin
subjects quha had betrayit hir. Sche cam to the said windo sundrie tymes in sa miserable a
strait, her hairs hingand about her loggs, and hir breist, yea the maist part ofall her bodie,
fra the waist up, bair and discoverit, that na man could luk upon hir bot sche movit him
to pitie and compassion. For my ain part I was satisfiet to heir of it, and meicht nouch
suffer to see it. Thay convoyit her down the gait as said is, my lord of Athol on the ta syd
of her, and my lord of Mortown on the oder, wyth three or four hundereth men. Thair
merchit afoir hir the spaice of ane hundereth paisses four score hagbuttars. Thair is in
the anseign that was borne against hir the day sche was tac ken, and was borne yesterday
amangs the saids hagbuttars, ane mekle dethman besydes ane grein trie, be the quhilk
man thay signify the king: and on the oder syd of the said trie, ane young barne, quhairby
they signify my lord Prince, fra quhas mowth thayr is wryttin in gryt letters (Juge and
revenge my cause O lord). Thay sufferit na man to speik till hir yesterday, or to cum
quhair sche was, yea noucht hir awin maiddenis. Yet being yesternecht little afoir hir
departure, havand to do in her cabinet, sche callit upon ane ofhir maiddenis, and commandit, or rather prayit her, to ether wryt or send some sewer messager to the captain
of the castell, and desyre him to keip a gud hart to hir, and quhairever sche was convoyit
or past, that he renderit noucht the castell to the Lordis. Bot I think, and sa does sundrie
oderis, that sche sail get na support fra him; for it appeirs weill that he hes intelligence
wyth the saids Lordis, and thaywyth him, or else thayhed nouchtcum to the town. Atour
hir majestie prayit the said maidden to speik to the Laird of Lidington of hir part, and
pray him affectuslie to haive piety and compassion of hir, and noucht to schaw himself
sa extreme in hir contrair as he doit. I haif hard lytill or nathing of thair proceedings this
day, as quha hes noucht passit furth of mychalmer, yet it is rapportit to me that thay haive
comprehendit Bastien Pages the French man that cam laitlie haim heir be sea, and haif
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put him in the Tolbewth as ane ofthaim as will be fund partackers and giltie of the kings
slaughter. Thay tewk Captain Culain that neicht thay enterit the town quha has bein ay
sensyn in the lrns.

II

Thus fare ye well. At Edinbrugh the 17th of Juen 1567.
Be your assurit Brother. J.B.

1,·

II

I

APPENDIX IV

I,
Report by the French Ambassador, from Edinburgh, 17 June, 1567
The passage anent the Provost's house in Du Croc's report to Charles IX is printed in
A. Teulet, 'Papiers d'Etat' (Bannatyne Club, II, p. 319), and runs:" ... (ils) logerent la Royne
en la maison du Prevost. Je sais bien, Sire, que ce nom de Prevost sera bien odieux en France;
mais en ce pays c'est la principale maison de la ville."
This may be rendered as: "They lodged the Queen in the Provost's house. I am well aware,
Sire, that this title of 'Provost' will strike you as obnoxious in France [where it meant an official
appointed by the local magnate and often much disliked] but here in this country it is the
most important house in the town."
The passage is badly constructed, since 'c'est la principale maison' refers back, not to
'ce nom de Prevost', but to 'la maison du Prevost' in the previous sentence. Possibly Du Croc
meant to write something like 'the principal office or position in the town' (in contrast to the
mere deputy) but such a figurative meaning cannot be read into 'la principale maison de la ville'.
The expression 'de la ville' is more likely to mean 'in the town' than 'of the town'. Nevertheless, Du Croc seems to imply that the Provost's house was some sort of official residence
enjoying the highest status in the town; but this was never the case in Scotland, and in the
case of Preston in particular we have the Town Council minute of 1569 (see APPENDIX II)
as direct evidence that he lived as tenant in a private house and that the burgh refused to
pay his rent on the ground that it was not customary to do so.
Du Croc might be pardoned for not knowing this, for he had been sent to Scotland only
the year before, and was of course concerned with the court rather than the burgh; yet he
leaves us with the teasing question, 'What was it about the house that gave him this impression?' Were 'la principale maison' in any sense a physical description, it might point to the
more prominent Preston's lodging at the Cross, rather than to Henderson's house; but such
a reading is so doubtful that no conclusion may be safely drawn.

1:

• Sir Daniel Wilson. "Queen Mar} and the Legend of the Black Turnpike'·. Proceedings of the Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland. XXIV (1889-90), p. 435.
' Boog Watson. op. cit., p. 118 and footnotes.
• Wilson. op. cit .. p. 428ff.
' Boog Watson. op. cit. , p. 123.
' For tex t . see APPENDIX II.
9 Mi ller ignores the Diurnal. Boog Watson, op. cit., p. 120 makes nothingofBeaton's "forenent the Cross•·.
but his rather lame footnote on p. 122 admits some difficulty-possib ly it was added after looking at Roth icmay·s map.
" See APPENDIX IV.
" See APPENDIX III.
" Sir James Melville. "Memoirs of his own Life"' (Bannatyne and Maitland Clubs. 1827). p. 134.
13 A Diurnal of Remarkable Occurrents (Bannatyne Club. 1833). p. 115
" See APPENDIX II.
" His French reads with some difficulty-see APPENDIX IV.
" See Fig. 3, adapted from Rothiemay to show the High Street as it was in 1567
" It is true that Du Croc almost suggests that it was. but see APPENDIX IV.
" See APPENDIX I, Sasine 12 August, 1550.
" See APPENDIX I. Sasine 12 August. 1550 and resignation 1582.
20
See Figs. 2 and 3.
" See APPENDIX I. Sasines 8 April and 30 May, 1615.
" See Fig. 3. Buildings on the south side of the street near the Tron were described as "anent [ic: beside] the
salt trone" - W ilson. op. cit., p. 433. Those facing it on the north side would be described as •forenent' it.
23

The o rigin and early h istory of this compilation of diary notes covering the years 1513-75 are unrecorded

It is known only in the form of a transcription presented to Maxwell of Pollock in 1678 and still owned by that family
when it was published by the Bannatyne C lub in 1833.
24 He gives a circumstantial and po ignant account of Mary 's appearances at the window of the house. but adds:
··For my ain part I was satisfied to hear of it, and micht nocht suffer to see it "This would seem to imply that he was
not generally prevented from going into the High Street to see the house. but was glad to have missed these particular
mc1dents.
" Boog Watson. op cit .. p. 121

'

NOTES and REFERENCES
' For text, see APPENDIX I.
2
Charle~ Boog Watson, ''The Black Turnpike", Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, LXXIV
(1939-40), pp. 116-23.
3
In 1894 this plaque was erected on the west side of the entrance to the quadrangle, then in the central bay of
the arcade (see Fig. 2). When the arcade was rebuilt in 1901, it was moved to its western end. In 1950, in deference to
Boog Watson's study, it was transferred to the east gable of 199 High Street at the head of Cockburn Street (Lord
Provost's Committee Minutes, 22 November, 1950). In 1980 it was taken down for safe keeping during the restoration
of that building, but a routine check of the City Architect's file raised questions about its proper siting, and led to
the present study, as a result of wh ich it was returned to the site it occupied in 1901 at the City Chambe rs (Genera l
Purposes Committee Minutes, 26 November, 1982).
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by N. G.

ALLEN

The vaults, or casements, lying beneath the Great Hall and the Officers' Barracks (now
the Scottish United Services Museum), which1lave come to be known commonly as the
'French Prisons', form part of one of the oldest structures within Edinburgh Castle. The
Prisons consist of six vaults running north to south. The three westernmost are entered via a
passageway situated at the same level and to the north of the vaults; the three eastern vaults
are entered from the parapet walk known as the 'Devil's Elbow'. Immediately below lie a
series of sub-vaults; four beneath the western vaults and three beneath the eastern. The
vaults do not appear to have been built as a structure in their own right, but simply as a means
of affording a base upon which the buildings on the south side of what is now Crown Square
could be erected. This sense of expediency as the motivating force behind the building of
the vaults is emphasised by their appearance, for the sub-vaults are built directly on to the
Castle rock and the size of each varies according to the extent to which the rock intrudes.
The construction of the whole south side of Crown Square is unlikely to have been begun
at the ~ame time. Certainly it was the case in later years that, while the Great Hall permanently
occupied much of the area, the south-west corner was occupied by various buildings of a
more temporary kind until the erection of the Officers' Barracks on the site at the beginning
of the eighteenth century. It is conceivable that if different buildings were erected on these
sites at different times, the supporting vaults might also date from various periods. What
militates against the acceptance of such a possibility, however, is the essentially unitary
nature of the western vaults as a whole, regardless of the particular building under which
they lie. It would therefore seem more likely that the whole series of vaults were built up
simultaneously to provide a platform and that buildings in Crown Square might be erected
or removed from this base as required. Certainly various seventeenth-century plans show
the west side of Crown Square to have been partially or wholly occupied by different buildings
at different times during the century, but to have rested on the same base' throughout the
period. Thus it may be reasonably suggested that much of the work constructing the vaults
was complete by the time, during the 1430's, when the first references occur to the 'great
chamber' in the Castle, the predecessor of the present day Great Hall. 2
At no time prior to the early eighteenth century does there appear to be any unequivocal
reference to the vaults themselves. Suggestions regarding the uses to which they were put
tend ~s a consequence to be conjectural, based for the most part on knowledge of the changing
funct10ns of the buildings to which they are physically related. These include all the buildings
in Crown Square. Those on the west side of the Square, as has already been noted, are in
part situated immediately above the western vaults. The buildings on the north side may
have been linked to the Prisons via the stair which leads off to the north from the passageway
within the vaults. The eastern vaults are in close proximity to the Palace Block. The closest
link, however, is with the Great Hall which is situated immediately above the majority of
the vaults and linked to them by a stair which leads down into one of the western vaults.
The Great Hall has had numerous uses in the past. An entry in the Exchequer Rolls for
1458 refers to repairs within "the hall of Edinburgh Castle" in preparation for a meeting of
parliament.' Just over a century later the Great Hall had acquire<.' a mor\:! informal role
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Visitors to it in 1571 reported: "At our entrie in the castell, we past to the great hall on the
south side, where soon after Sir James Balfour came to us; and incontinent thereafter the
lord duke, and at last the captain of the castell; who desired the lord duke and us also to enter
in the chamber within the said hall, where the lord secretare was sitting before his bed, in a
chaire. " 4
If the Hall was being put to such uses, the vaults could well have been playing a subsidiary
role. Certainly an inventory of the Castle made in 1567 refers to the contents not only of "the
gret hall" and "the chalmer within the hall", but also of "the Kiching" and "the new baikhous" •
The bakehouse in question is probably the one constructed in 1515,• and is perhaps identifiable
as the oven room at the western end of the Prisons. Either simultaneously, or perhaps at a
later period, the western vaults and sub-vaults may have been used for storing munitions;
this would account for the stair leading north off the passageway in the direction of both the
building on the north side of the Square (by the 1560's in use as a Munitions House) and,
possibly, other munitions buildings to the west of the Square. 7 From the later seventeenth
century onwards, however, the stock of arms and ammunition in even the main magazine
was not great,• and it seems very doubtful whether there would have been much need for
storage facilities within the vaults. Room was needed on the other hand to house troops, as
during the winter season the Castle came to be used to accommodate soldiers otherwise
engaged in road-building duties.• As the extent of Highland road building rapidly increased
from the 1720's onwards, so must the need for such accommodation. The Great Hall was
being used as a barracks by the early eighteenth century' 0 and eventually at least two of the
western vaults were likewise used to house soldiers.'' What would appear to be the frames
12
supporting their hammocks within these vaults are shown in Tarrant's plan of 1754.
Reference has so far been made mainly to the western vaults and sub-vaults. The eastern
vaults were more accessible from the Palace Block than from the Great Hall and this appears
to have influenced their function. In 1719 the easternmost vault formed part of the Governor's
apartments while the adjoining one housed the gunner. The third vault and the two sub-vaults
apparently stood empty. 13
It was during the course of the eighteenth century that the vaults under the south side of
Crown Square were first used for the purpose for which they became most renowned- the
incarceration of prisoners of war. The housing of prisoners had been one of the functions
of the Castle since early times. From the thirteenth century onwards there is documentary
evidence of the Castle's use as a place of captivity 14 and it may well have been used for this
purpose even earlier. The majority of prisoners (certainly in later times) appear to have
been housed in the Palace Block which contained the 'State prison' referred to in eighteenthcentury documents and plans. 15
It was not only prisoners of importance who were kept in the Castle. In 1607 the Privy
Council noted that hitherto the Castle had been "So pestered with multitudis of prisonairis
being commitit thairin for materis of debt and such lyke other caussis as no rowme is left to
those who aught onlie to be committit to that prisone," and they decreed that in future only
those guilty of "crymes oftreasoun, Iese majestie, and utheris grite offenssis" should be kept
there. 1• In the following century this order was ignored. The Deputy Governor of the Castle
Richard Coren, gained little official sympathy when, in 1752, he complained that so much
room was being taken up in the Castle by its use as a "common gaol" that "officers must lev
two in a room" 17 Such a situation was to exacerbate the strain on prison accommodation
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already apparent in the wake of the 1745 Rebellion. In 1753 Coren reported that he was ata
loss to know where he could put two Jacobite suspects, "having only two rooms really secure
and fit to entertain such prisoners".'" Yet during and immediately after the Rebellion the
Castle was housing between fifty and a hundred captives at any one time, as well as such
short-term prisoners as the hundred and seventy or so Jacobite recruits captured off Montrose
in December, 1745 and kept within the Castle until later in the month. 19 With such pressure
it is clear that prisoners were accommodated outside the usual places of confinement. Some
were kept in the "Main Bridge and Sally Port Guards"; others were put into what was described
20
as the "Black Hole". This last reference could possibly indicate the use of part of the French
Prisons as a place of confinement. It would certainly appear to be an appropriate description
of any of the sub-vaults in the Prisons, and the garde-robe furnishings of the two easternmost
sub-vaults would suggest their use as prisons at or before this period. What is quite clear from
21
Tarrant's plan is that by 1754 these two cells were being used as "prisons for soldiers" .
The first large scale use of the Castle to house prisoners of war (if we exclude the Jacobite
captives) was to come three years later, early in the Seven Years War. In April, 1757 following
a long chase off the east coast, HMS Solebay captured a French privateer, the Chevalier Barte
of Dunkirk, and brought the ship and her crew of seventy-eight into Leith. The captured
sailors were lodged in the Castle. 22 It was probably coincidence that these first prisoners
came to be in the Castle, for a man-of-war would gladly rid itself of the burde n of carrying
prisoners by discharging them at the nearest port. In the course of the next few yea rs, however, prisoners of war were regularly held in Edinburgh. In July, 1757, for example, 108
privateers were lodged in the Castle, 23 and in October, 1759 several hundred prisoners were
taken there from Dundee. 24 This last group were escorted along the High Street on their way
to the Castle, and with winter approaching the sight of "many of them almost naked" apparently
caused great concern among the people of Edinburgh who witnessed the process ion. "Those
citizens," wrote a correspondent in an Edinburgh newspaper, "need no description to move
their compassion: their eyes beheld; their hearts asked and some, I am told , could not restrain
25
tears. " The writer suggested that a fund should be established to provide the prisoners with
clothes. Within a few days such a fund was set up by three city merchants'• and donations
flowed in. Such benevolence, however, was not to go unchallenged. A week later another
writer in the same newspaper denied that the bulk of prisoners were poorly clothed , and
added that the charity of the citizens was being abused by the captives, for " the suthers and
servants in the Castle have detected them cutting their shoes, stockings and hammocks to
pieces, since they were made giddy with the hopes of such large contributions from the town:
one fellow got yesterday 20 bottles of ale for a suit of cloaths given him by the good people
of the town in charity. " 27
The suspicions of those who supported the appeal were alerted when , following this
correspondence, public access to the prisoners was suddenly restricted. When , moreover, a
statement concerning the condition of the prisoners (it noted that of the 362 captives within
the Castle, 238 were without a shirt, 272 without breeches and 331 without shoe s) was published on the same day as a notice reporting the escape of eleven well dressed prison e rs , the
a uthor of a pro-appeal pamphlet hinted darkly that this seemed more than mere coincidence .2•
Coincidence or not, the Ca!edonian Mercury notice regarding the escape provides us with
our first good description of the prisoners. The escapees were said to be "stout men , of a
swarthy complexion, speak tolerable good English . The whole were well clothed in blue,
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red and cloth coloured jackets, a nd some wore blue bonnets" . Ten shillings was promised
as a reward for the capture of each of them. 29
The Castle continued to be used for housing prisoners until the end of the Seven Years
War in 1763. In May of that year it was announced that "this day the French prisoners confined
in the Castle , to the number of 500, were carried to Leith, in two divisions, under strong
guards, to be embarked there for France" .30
•
•
Alterations for the better accommodation of prisoners were earned out m the Castle
during the Seven Years War, both fireplaces and ventilation shafts bei~g put_i~to the _rooms
of confinement. 31 It was the prisoners themselves , however, who provided v1S1ble evidence
of their occupation of the French Prisons on the next occasion when the Castle was u~ed_ as a
place of confinement for prisoners of war. Such evidence t_ook the form of t~e grafitll still to
be found on both walls and doors, indicating the presence m the vaults of pnso ne rs captured
during the American Wars. 32 By 1779 there were some 12,000 pri~oners of wa r incarcerated
throughout the British Isles33 and in that year John Howard,_the p~1son re!ormer, alarmed by
reports of poor Jiving conditions, made a tour of the places m which capl!ve_s were confine?.
He visited Edinburgh Castle in July and found 64 prisoners, all French, ~em~ ~ept there m
two rooms. Between 1778 and 1782 some 990 prisoners of war offive nat10nah1Jes- French ,
Spanish, American, Dutch and Irish-passed through the_Prisons. They appear to have been
predominantly sailors or privateers; a number landed m 1781 had been captured by the
Jamaica Fleet and confined at sea for some fourteen weeks during the Flee t's homeward
passage. 34
•
The vaults beneath the south side of Crown Square had thus become a n estabhshed place
of confinement for prisoners of war by the time the French Revolutionary Wars broke out,
and as early as 1796 captives were once again being held in them. 35 The vaults were to be
used as prisons throughout the wars of the Napoleonic era, holding particularly large numbers
of prisoners until 1811. The substantial numbers resulted from both the scale and the length
of the hostilities. By July, 1799 there were already nearly seven hundre~ and fifty prison~rs
of war within the Castle. 36 Pressure on the Prisons was to some extent reheved by the housmg
of prisoners in the vaults of the newly built barrack b~ock (situa~ed bey~nd an~ to the we!!
of Crown Square) and at Fountainbridge on the outskirts of th_e ~1ty, but 11 remamed great.
In these circumstances it is not surprising that differences of op1mon arose between the Castle
authorities anxious both to prevent the overcrowding of prisoners and to avoid "deranging
the present,Garrison or causing danger to the Depot o!Military Stores" , ~nd the Pris_one:~f
War Commissioners in London, who needed to find smtable accommodat10n for capl!ves ..
Ultimately, it is ironic to note, the intensive use of the vaults at this time , the factor which
allowed the French Prisons their brief period of prominence in the history of the Castle, was
to be an important element in their abandonment as~ place of con~nement. By the secon~
decade of the nineteenth century, as the number of pnsoners of warm Scotland rose dram~l1cally, the need for purpose-built accommodation became clear and 'dep?ts' wer_e soon bemg
built at Penicuik and Perth. It was to these locations that the bulk of prisone rs m the Castle
were transferred in 1811. 39
It would seem unlikely tha t all the vaults and sub-vaults within the French Prisons accommodated ca ptives at any one time. In 1779 only two rooms within the western vaults were
occupied. •0 Even during the later wars, when pressure of numbers was a t its greate_st, ~here
is no evidence to suggest that the two eastern sub-vaults were in use other than penod1cally
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to house recalcitrant prisoners. By 1811, the eastern vaults held stores rather than captives.4 '
The western sub-vaults, unlike their counterparts to the east, do appear to have been in
constant use. A description written in 1799 mentions prisoners being kept in cells which were
"for the most part miserable Holes, fit only for the reception of the Worst malefactors, and
are dark, long, and narrow, capable of admitting but little light and air". 42 This must surely
refer to the western sub-vaults, and the escape of prisoners in 1811 "from the south-west
corner of their prison" through a hole cut in the wall below the "Devil's Elbow" suggests their
continuing use. 43 The western vaults also were probably in constant use for the everyday
housing of prisoners, with the exception of the 'oven-room'. Certainly by 1811 the south
end of this room had been converted into a kitchen, with a storage area for provisions in the
passageway behind. The north end had become a hospital for the prisoners.44 (See Plate 1.)
Within the rigid physical confines imposed by the fabric of the Castle it was obviously
difficult to undertake anything other than small-scale structural changes. Such alterations,
for instance, took the form of the "new fire-places ... struck out" and the "little ventilators
fixed to extract the foul air" in 1759,45 or the work begun in 1796 to improve the "airing ground"
immediately to the west of the Prisons, which culminated in the erection ofa palisade separating it from the rest of the Castle.•• Such undertakings as these may have been small in scale
but they were, in the opinion of the Commissioners at least, impressive in cost. The best that
could be said of the Castle as a place of confinement, wrote their inspector in 1799, was "that
Government pays no rent for it; though the Repairs and Alterations which have been made
(chiefly under the Direction of the Military, who, I understand are not much pleased with
our tenants) have rendered the place sufficiently expensive". 47 Indeed, by that date, despite
a warning from the Commissioners that only small-scale repairs and alterations were to be
carried out, payment of over £1,400 was due to John Young, the government contractor, for
work at the Prisons. In the course of the following two years additional work to the value of
£225 was undertaken by Young.••
In addition to the sums required for structural alterations, the Commissioners also had
to bear the expense of the prison establishment. During the American Wars the captives'
needs were attended to by an agent and a surgeon.•• An agent was again required when the
Prisons reopened in the 1790's and Malcolm Wright, a city magistrate, was appointed to the
post. While Wright was the general superintendent, however, the day-to-day running of the
Prisons initially devolved on two brothers, Alexander and Angus Fraser, and their staff of
three or four turnkeys. 50 The number of staff fluctuated over the years. In 1810, for instance,
the agent had under him a clerk and two turnkeys. During 1811 both a surgeon and an interpreter were appointed.51 In addition several soldiers from the garrison stationed in the Castle
were seconded to act as turnkeys. 52 Amid these changes, Wright alone retained a permanent
job Despite threat of dismissal and even temporary removal, he remained as agent until
the end of the Castle's use as a large-scale prisoner-of-war depot.
The prisoners in his charge were a heterogeneous collection . The vaults may have come
to be known as the French Prisons, but men of five different nationalities were incarcerated
in them during the American Wars. as has already been noted, and during the wars of the
Napoleonic era, they held Frenchmen , Dutchmen, Spaniards, Danes, Germans, Italians
and some Americans. 53 The prisoners must have been of a considerable age range as well.
for in 1799 the Commissioners asked for a list to be compiled of both old and infirm prisoners
and also of those under twelve years of age. 54 A captive might spend many of his growing
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years in confinement, as must the "boy" captured at Trafalgar who was received into custody
at the Castle in 1811. 55 One common feature, however, was that most of the prisoners had
been seamen, either in national navies or as privateers. Only relatively late on in the Napoleonic
Wars, with the victories of 1812 and 1813 in Spain, did the proportion of captured soldiers
in the Castle increase significantly,5 6 and by that date the Castle's role as a place of confinement had much diminished. The mixing of so many nationalities did not, it seems, make for
harmonious relations. French and Spanish prisoners were "constantly engaged in feuds". 57
The Commissioners ordered that Spanish and later Dutch prisoners were to be kept apart
from the French, but the additional directive that no further accommodation was to be rented
ml!st have made the order almost impossible to carry out within the limited confines of the
Castle. 58 An attempt was also made to keep officers separate from other prisoners. 59 In this
case the motive may have been the fear that the officers might organise disruptive activities.
Certainly when trouble broke out at Eskmills depot, near Penicuik, in 1811 four officers
were identified as the ringleaders.6°
Prison security was, of course, a matter of the greatest importance. The position of the
vaults, high on the Castle rock and with a not inconsiderable body of soldiers garrisoned in
their immediate vicinity, should by rights have made them a relatively secure place of confinement. The Commissioners appeared to have felt this was so, for in 1811 parts of the Prisons
seem to have been set aside for holding recalcitrant or generally troublesome prisoners from
other depots. In February of that year two prisoners who had escaped from Eskmills depot
and had been recaptured in Kelso were sent to the Castle,6 1 and in the following month
captives who had rioted at the same depot were similarly despatched there.6' In April two
prisoners ordered to Edinburgh for having assaulted a turnkey at Valleyfield depot were
found to have been sent to the Castle on a previous occasion for similarly discreditable
behaviour. 63 It was for accommodating offenders such as these that the eastern sub-vaults,
or 'cochets' as they were known, appear to have been set aside. 64
The Castle may have seemed a secure prison but a whole series of escapes indicated
otherwise. The most dramatic of these took place in April, 1811 when 49 prisoners escaped
through a hole cut in the parapet wall below the 'Devil's Elbow' and lowered themselves by
rope down the south face of the Castle rock. One man lost his hold while descending, fell to
the rocks below and was killed. 65 As a result of this incident Malcolm Wright was severely
criticised for failing to comply with "Directions to take from the Prisoners every Evening,
their fencing Foils, the various tools they are allowed to use, and the Lines for drying their
Clothes, in consequence of which the Escape of the Prisoners ... was facilitated" .6 6 Such a
statement not only throws light on life in the Prisons and prompts speculation as to the methods
used in the escape, but also illustrates the lax security within the Castle. This degree of laxity
1s not altogether surprising, however, for it must be remembered that at this date the incarceration of a large number of prisoners of war (or indeed any prisoners) in a single gaol over a
long period was a relatively novel phenomenon, and as a result the organisation of such a
prison was an unfamiliar process.
Unfamiliarity with the 'Prison System' is also evident in the degree of freedom with which
the citizens of Edinburgh were initially allowed to visit prisoners during the Seven Years War.67
By the end of the century such freedom was to some extent curtailed. The romantic image
of visitors and prisoners freely mingling within the Castle conjured up by R. L. Stevenson
in his novel St Ives is to be contrasted with the stark picture found in James Nasmyth's memoirs
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when he recalls seeing the prisoners in the Castle "behind the palisades which separated them
from their free customers outside. There was just room between the bars of the palisades
for them to hand through their exquisite works , and to receive in return the modest prices
which they charged".•• Even such limitations did not stop outsiders aiding prisoners in their
attempts to escape. In July, 1799, for instance, the Rev. William Fitzsimmons, an Episcopalian
minister in Edinburgh, was brought before the High Court of Justiciary charged with harbouring four prisoners who had escaped from the Castle. Two of them had been " indulged with
the liberty of going out of the Castle into the town of Edinburgh under the express promise
and assurance of returning to the Castle that evening". The others, however, had "got over
the wall by a rope, having cut a stanchion of a window where they were confined". All four
eventually succeeded in boarding a ship in Leith and escaping to France.•• In the same month
in which Fitzsimmons was tried, so too was a young Edinburgh clerk, John Armour. Armour
had been in the habit of visiting the prisoners in the Castle, and on one occasion smuggled
in a small sword to an imprisoned French surgeon. The sword was used to cut through the
bars of a prison window, enabling two prisoners to escape. 7°
Living conditions within the confines of the cells and the small prison yard cannot have
been too comfortable, but the prisoners at least enjoyed a fair degree of freedom within these
bounds. During the American Wars one of the two vaults used was equipped with box beds
for the prisoners." The other contained hammocks, which were to be used generally in both
the Seven Years War and in the wars of the Napoleonic era.'2 Coverlets were issued73 and,
in addition, captives could make themselves comfortable by lining the hammocks with straw
or placing mattresses in them. 74 At least some of the hammocks may have been suspended
within wooden frames. 75 The cleaning of both bedding and clothes was the responsibility of
the prisoners themselves and the Commissioner's Inspector who visited the Castle in 1799
found the exercise yard crowded with washing hung out to dry.76
In 1779 it was reported that the prisoners' "bread was excellent, and all other provisions
good". 77 Twenty years later culinary standards appear to have declined. A "respectable gentleman" who visited the Prisons reported "that the soup was shockingly bad, apparently like
water taken out of a Ditch, and no meat nor vegetables of any kind to be seen in it". 7 8 In earlier
times prisoners needing medical attention were sent to a house in the city. 79 Later on, as we
have seen, a surgeon was appointed and part of the oven-room was converted into a hospital
for their use. This hospital appears to have continued to serve the need of the prisoners even
after the bulk of them had been transferred from the Castle in December, 1811. •0
The captives pru.sed their time in various ways. They were allowed to practise fencing,
which is particularly surprising in view of the fact that the fencing foil of that period was a
more lethal weapon than its present-day equivalent. Evidence of this being so is to be foun<t
not only in the use of foils during the mass escape of April, 1811, but also in the report of the
same year that a prisoner at Valleyfield depot had died "in consequence of a wound received
in fencing with another Prisoner". 81 An indication of another pastime was "a most ingenious
imitation of a draft-board" found cut into the floor of one of the larger vaults.•2 A lucrative
but painstaking occupation was the manufacture of baskets and of artifacts. In 1800 prisoners
were alJowed to work for a basket manufacturer provided that " no industrious British subjects
be thereby deprived of the mean~ of earning their Livelihood". 83 The making and selling of
artifacts appears to have started early on. The Scottish United Services Museum in the Castle
displays the model of a third rate man-of-war made by a prisoner of war in the Castle and
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Plate I Part of plan of Edinburgh Castle, 1811. Note exercise yard to west of French Prisons
Photo by courtesy of Scottish records Office
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Plate 2 West Vaults of the French Prisons, Edinburgh Castle 1979
Photo by courtesy Scottish Devlopmem Department
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sold in 1760. During the later wars small, temporary workshops were set up in the exercise
yard and articles produced in these were sold to an eager public waiting on the other side of
the palisade.•• Despite the apparently modest prices charged, many prisoners were said to
have earned considerable sums of money through this occupation. 85 In addition to model
ships they produced workboxes, brooches, toys and snuffboxes from bone and wood, sometimes inlaid with coloured straw.••
Prisoners were also to use the same skills of craftsmanship for yet more remunerative
purposes, by indulging in banknote forgery. Just as artifacts were universally produced in
prisoner-of-war depots throughout the British Isles, so too were banknotes. At Dartmoor,
for instance, prisoners produced both notes and coins. •1 In 1811 a prisoner aboard a prison
ship at Plymouth was found to be in possession of a forged note and the authorities in Scotland
were immediately alerted as the culprit's cellmate had since been transferred to a ship at
Leith. 88 In Scotland banknote forgery took place at all the major depots- Greenlaw, Valleyfield, Perth and Edinburgh Castle.•• The first forgery discovered in the Castle, a Bank of
Scotland note dated 1808, was found in July, 1811. Others came to light during the course
of the next few weeks. The last was said to have been found in the mill lade at Stockbridge
and was consequently named the "milldam forgery".• 0 The banks, not unnaturally, were
highly alarmed by these activities, and at the beginning of1812 the Directors of the Bank of
Scotland agreed to insert an advertisement in the Edinburgh and Border newspapers warning the public of the forgeries. In addition placards bearing this warning in both English and
French were to be placed outside prisoner-of-war depots!' In less than a fortnight following
the appearance of the advertisements over fifty forged bank- notes had been handed in to
the Bank. 92
The new, purpose-built depots were infinitely better adapted to the housing of prisoners
of war than the cramped French Prisons. The one possible advantage the Castle could vaunt
was its security, and with the mass escape of April, 1811 that boast lost much of its credibility.
In December, 1811 Malcolm Wright was informed that "The Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty having in consequence of the Facility with which French Prisoners can Escape
from Edinburgh Castle, been pleased to direct that this Depot be entirely abolished; we
acquaint [you] therewith. " 93 By this date, as we have seen, some of the vaults in the French
Prisons were already being used for storage, and in the course of the next few years other
cells came to be used for the same purpose. It is a usage which in the case of several vaults has
continued up to the present time. Miscellaneous military stores took up most of the room,••
one of the sub-vaults being used to house munitions. The historical associations of the vaults
were to go unnoticed until the 1880's when Victorian antiquarianism came to their rescue.
In 1883 a member of the Castle garrison, Major James Gore Booth, explored the Prisons as
well as other older buildings in the Castle, and in the following year he published his findings
in The Scotsman. 95 Gore Booth's explorations had already come to the attention of Lord
Napier, who in December, 1883 issued an emotional appeal calling for attention to be paid to
the state of the Great Hall, at that time "concealed, disfigured, and converted to an uncongenial
use".•• His appeal was taken up by William Nelson, the publisher, an enthusiastic architectural
historian, who offered to bear the full cost of restoration. The War Office agreed to his
request. 97 Work began in 1886, under the supervision of the Edinburgh architect, Hippolyte
J Blanc.•• It was completed in 1891. •• By comparison with the extensive restoration
carried out in the Great Hall, work in the Prisons was minimal, consisting mainly of window
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alterations in the eastern sub-vaults. The restoration work. however. ensured the place of
the Prisons in the Castle's story, for those involved took a keen interest in the history of all the
restored structures, and when parties began to visit these buildings the vaults were invariably
included in their tour. 100
In this century the role of the Castle as a possible place of incarceration of prisoners of
war has passed into history. Or at least almost so. for when, in the Second World War, the
Government was once again searching for places to house prisoners of war, one location
considered was Edinburgh Castle. 101
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Beith, Rev. Dr Alexander, Stirling, 35-36, 120n.
Belhaven, John Mongomerie, 8th Baron, 45, 123n.
Bell, Archibald, bookbinder, 107, 110, 133n, 135.
--,G. W.,M.D.,9, 114n.
- - , Rev. J.P. (George), Midmar, 3~2, 121n.
Belses, 77.
Benedict of Peterborough, 146n.
Bennison, William, murderer, 64, 71, 126n.
Bemicia, 142, 146n.
Berwick upon Tweed, 142.
Berwickshire, 141-142, 144.
Bible Society, 103, 133n.
Bickersteth, Rev. Edward, England, 20, 117n.
Binney, Rev. Dr Thomas, England, 35-36, 120n.
Birgham, 142.
Black, Adam, publisher, 82, 129n.
- -, - -, teacher, 38, 120n.
--Turnpike, 149, 150, 153, 158--159ns.
Blacks, The, Melrose, 73.
Blair, Rev. Robert, Galashiels, 71, 127n.
Blanc, HippolyteJ., architect, 167.
Blyth, Rev. George, 40-41, 121n.
Bonar, Rev. Alexander,Collace, 8, 114n.
books and bookshops, 38, 47-48, 50, 67, 83-84, 87,
96-98, 102.
Booth, Major James Gore, 167
Bordelais, 143.
Borthwick, 152.
Bosjesmans, 9, 114n.
Botanical Gardens, 52.
Bothans, 142.
Bowack, Nicol, bookseller and stationer, 107, 133n.
Bowden,.74, 85, 137.
- - Parish Church, 72.
bowls, carpet, 3, 5, 11, 13, 83, 109.
Boyack, Miss, 20, 52, 103, 110, 117n, 132n.
Boyd family tree, opp. p. 1.
- - , Ebenezer, cabinetmaker, and family (Uncle
and Aunt "Eben" of the diarist and Robert, the
"Cumberland Street friends") , 1, 12, 16, 20, 26, 34,
42, 45-46, 48, 50, 56, 58, 60, 62, 64, 66, 78--79, 87,
90, 94, 103, 109, 111, 125n, 137-138.
- - , James, cabinetmaker, fatherofthe diarist, 1-111
passim, 137; activities, 138; income, 139.
- - , James; diary, 1-140; family, 1; as seen in the
diary, 135-136, 140; interests, 136; health, 136;
schooling, 136-137; religious life, 137-138; use of
language, 140; books read by, 140. And see clothes
worn by.
- - , Dr James, Masteratthe High School, 1,3, 5, 11,
27, 37, 40, 46, 51-53, 59, 62-{i4, 87, 94-95, 104, 107,
109; discipline. 136; income, 139.
171
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!38--~. James, mother of the diarist, 1-111 passim,
--,Jane, aunt of the diarist, 1,4,5, 11, 16-18,24-25,
34, 44-45, 47-53 , 61, 63, 65, 67, 78-81, 87, 94-95,
101, 108, 138.
--,John, brotherofthediarist, 1-lllpassim, 138.
- - , - - , cabinetmaker and undertaker, uncle of
the diarist, 1, 5, 41, 43, 49, 53, 55, 59, 63-o5, 72, 74,
77-79, 81, 89-92, 95, 97- 98, 100, 103-104, 123n,
133n, 137; position and family, 138; income, 139.
And see York Place, York Place people.
- - , - - , son of the above (later Sir John, of Maxpoffle, L.P. of Edinburgh), 27, 30, 49, 63, 69-72,
77, 85, 87-88, 92, 109, 111, 138.
--Mrs, John, mother of the above and the diarist's
"Aunt Boyd", 1, 6-8, 11, 14,23, 27,29,33, 36,43,
49, 55, 72, 74, 77, 82-83,86, 104-106, 108, 135-136,
138.
- - , John Johnston, 1.
- - , Margaret, daughter of John Boyd, and cousin
of the diarist, 1, 4, 11, 18, 24, 34, 42, 44-46, 48, 50,
61, 65-67, 87, 101- 111, 136, 138.
- - , Margaret Ann, deceased sister of the diarist,
98, 132n.
- - house (14 Scotland Street), arrangement of,
139-140.
Braid, 42.
- - Hills, 146n.
Brewster, Sir David, 66, 126n.
Bridewell, Edinburgh, 91.
Bridges, North and South, 110; and see North Bridge.
Brigfiton Place, number 26, Portobello, 43, 112n.
British Association, Edinburgh meeting of, 66-67,
126n.
--Linen Company's Bank, 11, 24, 115n.
Broughton Place U.P. Church, 6, 15, 64, 119n, 137.
Brown, Thomas, 155.
Brown, Rev. Dr John, 31, 64, 67, 119n.
- - , Rev. Dr Joseph, Dalkeith, 15, 40, 116n.
- - , Rev. Peter, Wishaw, 40, 121n.
- -, William, M.D., Melrose, 87, 129n.
- -, Dr,19.
Brunstane Bum, 144.
Burdiehouse Bum, 144.
Bums, Robert, 12, 106, 133ns.
Byron, Lord, 13.
Caffraria, see Kaffraria.
Caird, Rev. John, Berwick upon Tweed, 137.
Caledonian Mercury, 162.
Callendar, shire of, 144.
Calton Burying Grounds, 1.
- - Convening Rooms, see Waterloo Rooms.
-Hill,51,94, 106.
-Jail, 14, 31, 94.
Cameron, Miss, 33.
- - , the Misses, 89.
Campbell, Rev. Dr A.J. , Melrose, 73, 78,84,86, 127n.
Canada, 5, 113n.
Canongate Free Church, 41, 122n.
Carberry Hill, 149, 156.
carriage, 103.
Carruthers, Rt. Rev. Dr A., 101, 132n.
Carson, Dr A. R., funeral of, 95-96, 109, 131n, 134n.
carters, 18.
Cartmel, 147n.
Castellum Puellarum, 144.

Castle ofEdinbur!dt, 41, 45, 47, 152-153, 157.
- - , as prison, 1~170; for civil prisoners, 161; for
prisoners of war, 161-162; for Jacobite prisoners,
162; for Seven Years War prisoners, 162; for American
War prisoners, 163-164; for French Revolutionary
and Napoleonic Wars prisoners, 163-167.
- - , "French Prisons" in, 160-170;construction and
uses of the "vaults" on Sand W sides of Crown Square,
the "French Prisons", 160-161; other parts used as
prisons, 162; alterations to accommodate prisoners,
163-164; extent to which they were used, 163-164;
security of, 165; escapes from, 162, 165; closure
recommended, 1811, 167; restoration of, 167-168.
- - , barrack block, 163; "Black Hole", 162; Crown
Square, 160-161; "Devil's Elbow", 160, 164-165;
Great Hall, 160-161, 167, 170n; Munitions House,
161; Officers' Barracks, 160; Palace Block, 160-161;
Scottish United Services Museum, 166; State Prison,
161.
- - , prisoners in, 160-170; condition of, 162-164,
166; number of, 162-163; nationality of, 163-165;
agents for, 164; age range of, 164-165; escapes by,
165; relations with citizens, 165-166; recreations
and employment of, 166-167; banknote forgery by,
167.
--Rock, 144; Tarrant's plan of (1754), 161-162.
- - , and see Castellum Puellarum, Maiden Castle.
Chalmers, Rev. Dr Thomas, 25-26, 88, 130n, 137.
Chambers brothers (MemoirofRobert and William),
136.
Chambers' Papers for the People, 12-13, 15-17,21, 115n.
- - Tracts, 34.
Charles IX, of France, 158.
Charlotte Square, 23.
Cherchebi, 147n.
Cheever, Rev. Dr G. B. , America,52, 124n.
Chevalier Barte, of Dunkirk, French privateer, 162.
china balls, see bowls, carpet.
Christian Times, 67, 126n.
Christmas, observance ofin Edinburgh, 109, 138.
City Chambers, 149, 158n.
Clarke, C. Cowden, 21, 117n.
Clarkson, Dr J. B., general practitioner, Melrose,
102, 132n.
Claremont (Clermont) Crescent, 89.
clothes worn by James Boyd: cap, military, 34; jacket,
61; pea coat, 18, 43, 52, 88, 116n; shoes, 61; trousers,
66; vest, 61.
Clyde, River, 141.
Clydesdale, 142.
coach, 30, 79, 89, 103.
--hirers, strike by over new fares, 57, 124n.
Cochran, Janet, 154.
Cockburn, Janet, 47.
--Street, 151.
Cockbumspath, 142.
Cock_pen, 142.
Coldmgham, monks of, 141.
Combe, Andrew, M.D., 31 , 119n.
Commissioner's Walk, 41, 45, 123n.
Common, Mr and Mrs, 99, 102, 104, 110.
Congregational Union, 35,, 120ns.
Corn Exchange, New, 3, 112n.
CorstorJ?hine, 144.
Cospatnck, Earl of Dunbar, 141.
Coren, Richard, Lt. Gen ., Deputy Governor of
Edinburgh Castle, 161-162.
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County Hall, 45.
Cowan, Charles, ofValleyfield, M.P., 31,119n.
- - , William, 44.
--and Company, papermakers and stationers, 105,
133n.
Cowgate, 152.
Cowper, William, 30, 119n.
Craiglockhart Hill, 146n.
Craik, Charles, 19, 52, 104, 117n.
Cramond, 146n.
Cranfuird, James, Sheriff of Perth, 31, 119n.
Croom, Rev. David M., Sanquhar, 9, 115n.
Cross of Edinburgh, 149-155, 157.
Crouch, Major, funeral of, 17, 116n.
Crow, Mrs Catherine, 16, 116n.
crows, black, 20, 117n.
Culain, Captain(? Cullen, James), 158.
Culross, 143.
Cumbria, 143-144, 147n.
Cunningham, Thomas, clothier, 34, 120n.
- -, Rev. Dr William, Principal of New College,
64, 125n.
Dalkeith, 46, 50, 56, 81, 103, 123n, 142, 147n.
Dargarvel, William, 14, 115n.
Darnick, 69, 77, (81), 82-83, 127n.
--Bridge, 70-71, 74, 85.
Damlee (house at Darnick), 69, 77, 81, 127n.
Dartmoor, prison depot at, 166.
Darwin, Charles, 137.
David I, 141- 142, 145n.
Davidson, Alison, cousin of the diarist, 22, 87.
- -, Bett(s)y, as above, 14, 30, 57, 91, 93, 99.
- - , Miss Helen, 6.
- - , Jacobina, cousin of the diarist, 32, 43, 45, 55,
87-89, 97, 101.
- - , John, as above, house decorator, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20,
22, 26, 29, 33, 35-37, 42-43, 49, 51, 55-57, 63, 72,
92, 100, 103, 117n.
- -, Mary,asabove, 1,5,9, 16,22,29,30,33-34,44,
46, 51, 60, 66, 72, 74, 79,85, 105,109, (138-wrongly
as "Margaret").
- - , Thomas, uncle of the diarist, auctioneer and
appraiser, 1, 3, 5, 22, 30, 32, 88, 138.
- - , Mrs Thomas, "Aunt Davidson", 1,8, 15, 18,22,
26, 31-32, 38, 49, 57, 65, 68, 87, 90, 98, 103, 1-07.·· ·
- - , Tom, cousin of the diarist, 32, 43, 89.
- - , Walter, as above , 19, 31, 33, 35, 44-45, 47, 49,
92, 109.
- - , Miss, 66.
- -, Peters & Bryden, house decorators, 43, 117n.
de Rothschild, L. N., 66, 126n.
Dean Bridge, 55.
- -Terrace, 53, 124n.
Deans, Rev. George and Mrs, 85, 129n.
Denholm Cottage, Trinity, 30, 119n.
diary, Letts, used by James Boyd, description of, 1, 135.
Dick, William, councillor and veterinary surgeon, 65,
126n.
- -, Rev. Mr, see Dickson, Rev. William.
Dickens, Charles, 13, 16, 21, 24, 27, 29, 31, 33, 36, 39,
40, 61, 70, 89, 95-96, 99, 103, 105, 115n, 118n, 132n,
135; and see Household Words, Martin Chuzz/ewit
and Oliver Twist.
Dickson, Rev. William, Balerno, 36, 120n.
- - , Mr, clothier, 66, 88, 126n.
--,Mrs,48.

Din Eidyn, 143.
Dinas Eidyn, 146n.
Dingleton, 83.
din pelydr, 146n.
Diurnal of Remarkable Occurrents (cited also as "the
Diurnalist"), 150-153, 159n.
Dobbie, Rev. David, Makerstoun, 81, 128n.
dog cart, 70.
Donaldson's Hospital, 109, 134n.
Dougal, John, 155.
Douglas, Earl of, 146n.
- -, Sir James, "of Lothian", 142.
- - , J, teacher, 61, 125n.
- - and Watson's examination, 61, 125n.
Douglases, the, Melrose, 73.
Dowell, Simon, 155.
Dowells' Auction Rooms, 48, 123n.
draughts, board for, 31; game of, 32-33 .
Draydon, see Dryden.
Drummond Cottage, see Melrose.
Drumpellier, 146n.
Dryburgh, 72, 79.
-Abbey, 79-80, 86, 129n.
Dryden, 89, 130n.
Du Croc, sieur Philibert, French Ambassador, 150,
152, 158.
du Puiset, Hugh, Bishop of Durham, 146n.
Duddingston Loch, 4, 103.
- - Mill, 90, 130n, 136.
Dunbar, 142, 152.
Duncan , Rev. Henry, Ruthwell, 108. 133n.
- - , William. S.S .C.,51, 72, 78,80, 92-93, 104, 124n,
131n, 135-136.
- - , Miss, 51 , 72, 124n.
- - , Mrs, 8, 24.
- - Street, 20, 97, 117n.
Dundee, 162.
Dunedene, 146n.
Dundrenan, Thomas Maitland, Lord, 14, 115n.
Dunfermline Abbey. 144.
Dunkeld, lodgin& of 'Auld Bishop' of, 151.
Dunn, Thomas, writer and bank agent, Melrose,
71-74, 77, 80-81, 85-87, 109. 127n, 135.
- - , Mrs, Melrose, 69, 71-74, 76, 79, 80, 86-87,
127n, 135.
- - , Mrs, junior, Melrose, 84.
Dunoon, 15.
Dunpelder, 143, 146n.
Dunsapie Loch, 103.
Durham, 141-142, 145n.
- - , Bishop of, 96, 131n.
- -, Bishop and Prior of, 147n.
Eadie, Rev. Dr John, Glasgow, 26, 118n.
East, Rev. Timothy, Birmingham, 96, 131n.
--Lothian, 142-143, 147n.
Easter, observation in Edinburgh of, 27, 138.
- -Road,24.
Easton, Adam, Overhall Farm, nr. Hawick, 43, 112n,
128n.
- - , Andrew, Todrig Farm, nr. Hawick, 43,111, 112n.
- - , Elizabeth, 155.
- - , Miss Margaret, dressmaker, 19, 29, 35, 42, 97,
102, 105-106, 135.
- - , Miss, dressmaker, 3, 9, 12, 19, 35, 42-44,47, 49,
52-54, 57, 59, 79, 97, 104, 106-107, 112n, 135.
- - , Mr, Melrose, 69.
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Edgerley, Rev. Mr and Mrs, missionaries, Calabar,
101, 132n.
Eccles, Berwickshire, 144.
- -, Stirlingshire, 144.
Edenesburc Sira, see Edinburgh Shire.
Edenesburg, 146n.
Edgar, King, 147n.
Edgar's map of Edinburgh (1753), 155.
Edinburgh, Bridewell of, 91.
--Castle, see Castle of Edinburgh.
--City Mission, 108, 134n.
- - , Constabulary of, 143.
Mi~~~~lothian - or the shire of Edinburgh?",
- -, New and Old Towns of contrasted, 136.
--Police Court, 107.
--,sheriffandsheriffdomof, 142-143, 145n, 147n.
- - , shire of, 141-148.
- - shopkeepers, 110.
--Temperance Hotel and Reading Room, 41, 122n.
--Town Council, meeting of, 65, 103-104, 132n.
- - , Wynds and Closes of, 9, 10, 114n.
--Young Men's Union Society, 22, 102, 117n.
- - , and see Din Eidyn; Eidyn, fortress of; Giudi;
Iudeu and Oppidum Eden.
Edinburgh Courant, 15, 116n.
- - Evening Courant, 116n.
--Review, 97-99, 101- 102, 105-107, 131n.
Edmonstone, 142, 146n.
Edward I, 145n.
Edwards, Mr, 103 , 133n.
Edwin, King of Northumbria, 147n.
Eildon Hills, 69, 70, 72, 80.
Ekwall, Eilert, 144, 148n.
Ei;glesbrec, 144.
Eidyn, 143-144, 146n.
Elgm, W., bookseller, 67, 127n.
Eliza Cook's Journal, 22, 117n.
Elliott, Rev. Andrew, Ford, 9, 115n.
Emily, Miss, servant, 16, 22.
ensign, 157.
Eskbank Cottage, 56, 58, 138.
Eskmills, nr. Penicuik, prison depot at, 165.
Evangelical Alliance, 29, 118n.
Everett, Mr, 61, 125n.
Everitt, Prof. Alan, 145.
Faed, Thomas, artist, 27, 109, 118n, 134n.
Fairy Dean, nr. Melrose, 79, 84, 128-129ns.
Falkirk, shire of, 144.
Falkner, Andrew, junior, writing master, 16, 116n.
Farquhar, Barbara H., authoress, 65, 126n.
Farrer, W., 147n.
Fast day, 35, 120n.
Ferguson's, 58, 125n.
Finfay, Mrs, 110.
Finlayson, Simon, 155.
- -, Rev. DrThomas, 73, 127n.
fireworks, 90, 130n.
fishing, 33, 68, 70---72, 74, 76-85, 87, 138.
- - rod, 67, 81.
Fitzsimmons, Rev. William, 166.
Fletcher, Mr and Mrs, 42, 58, 122n.
Forrest, Sir James, ofComiston, 48, 123n.
Fogo, Dean of, 142, 145n.
Forth, Firth of, 141, 143.
- - , River, 141-142.

Fountainbridge, 163.
France, 141, 166.
Franklin, Sir John, 21, 44, 117n, 122n.
Fraser, Rev. Alexander, Glasgow, 60, 125n.
- - , Alexander, 164.
- - , Angus, 164.
- - , James, 125n.
Frederick Street, 21, 38, 46---47, 51-52, 138.
Free Church, 137.
- - - - Assembly, 44, 49.
Free Church Magazine, 14-15, 20.
Free St Stephen's, see St Stephen's Free Church.
Freeman, Mr, Newcastle, 72.
Freer, Mr, writer, Melrose, and family, 71, 73-74, 76,
79, 80, 85--S7, 135.
French Prisons in Edinburgh Castle, 160---170; and see
Castle of Edinburgh.
Frew, Rev. Dr Robert, Stirling, 92, 13011.
Furness, 147n.
furniture and furnishings of the Boyd house: bookcase,
43, 67, 83, 87, 129n; chiffonier, 19, 22; curtains, 17·
desk, 4; mantelpiece, 6, 8, 51.
Galashiels, 78.
Galbraith, Robert, rector of Spot, 154.
Gamel, Dean of Fogo, 145n.
Gard(i)ner, MissAlexandrina, 82-83, 85, 12511, 129n.
- - , Thomas, tea merchant, 85--,'!6, 101, 125n.
- - , Miss, 61, 125n.
- , Mrs, 63, 82-83, 85, 103, 125n.
gaslight, 5, 107.
Gattonside, 74, 76.
--Bridge, 80.
Gellatly, Mrs, 39, 91, 121n.
Geoffrey, sheriff of Edinburgh. 147n.
- - o f Monmouth, 143, 147n.
George Square, 65.
--Street,49.
Gibson, John, 11, 115n.
Gibson-Craig, Sir James, 21, 117n.
Gillespie's Hospital, James, 92, 130n.
Gillies, Rev. Francis, 7, 13, 17, 19, 21, 35, 44, 54, 56,
60, 90, 94, 100, 102, 110, 114n, 137.
- - , Mrs, junior, 98, 132n.
Gillis, Rt. Rev. Dr J., 101, 132n.
Giudi, 143, 146n.
Glasgow, 60, 143.
- - , diocese of, 141.
Glencorse, 14711.
Glengelt, 142.
Glover, Rev. Dr William, Greenock, 94, 107, 131n.
Gododdin, 143, 14611.
Goldie, Mr, missionary, 40, 121n.
Goldsmith, Oliver, 58.
Gordon, John Thomas, Sheriff of Midlothian, 10, 98,

115n, 132n.

- - , Sir John Watson, 20, 38, 117n, 121n.
--,Mrs,70.
Gosford, 10.
Gough, Hugh, 1st Viscount, 56, 124n.
Graham, William, teacher, 39, 46, 121n.
Grahame, James, 23, 25, 27, 117n.
Gray, James, ironmonger, 68-70, 72-76, 127n.
- -, John, 30, 119n.
- - , Councillor, 93.
- - , Dr, 20, 117n.

- - , Miss, 87.
- - , Rev. Mr, 67, 126n.
Greenlaw, prison depot at, 167.
Gregory, Miss, 30.
Gregory's Mixture, 104, 133n.
Greig (Grieg),-, editor, The Scottish Press, 66, 96.
Grey, Rev. Dr Henry, 76, 128n.
Greyfriars Church, 96; and see New Greyfriars Church
Grieve, Elizabeth, servant, 139.
Griffith, - , 61, 125n.
Gulland, John, diary of, 140.
Gunn, DrW. M., 22, 117n.
Guthrie, A., notary, 154.
- -, Rev. Dr Thomas, 32, 119n.
gwry gogledd (men of the north), 143.
hagbuttars, 157.
Haddington, constabulary of, 143.
- - , deanery of, 142.
- - , sheriff and sheriffdom of, 142, 145n.
- - Place, 30---31.
Haddingtonshire, 147n.
haircut, 34.
}:Iamilton, Rev. Dr James, London, 48, 49, 90, 123n.
Handyside, Alexander, foreman cabinetmaker, 4, 67,
113n, 139.
Hanna, Rev. W., 25, 118n.
Harper, Rev. Dr James, 6, 31, 113n.
Hawickers, 66.
Hay, J., notary, 154
- - , Rev. Mr, Kinross, 62, 125n.
Helensburgh, 96, 131n.
Hemans, Mrs Felicia, 17, 116n.
Henderson, George, of Fordell, 156.
- - , James, of R>rdell, house in Edinburgh of, 150---152,
156.
- - , Rev. Dr James, Glasgow, 46, 123n.
Henry I, 141.
- - , Archdeacon of Huntingdon, 141, 145n.
--Street, 1, 5, 109, 138.
Heriot Row, 25.
Heriot's Hospital, George, 95.
Hetherington, Rev. DrW. M., 82, 129n.
Heugh, Rev. Dr H ugh, 42, 122n.
Hewat, Mrs, 104.
High Court ofJusticiary, 166.
-School, 1, 3-27, 29--64, 87-101, 103-104, 106--109,
112--118ns, 121-122ns, 125n, 130---132ns, 136--137, 140.
- - - -Club,59, 125n.
--Street,24, 136, 149--152, 154-155, 158-159ns, 162.
Highland and Agricultural Society's Museum, 3, 112n.
Highlanders, 3rd Reg!., 41.
- , 93rd, 45, 123n.
History of the Dukes of Normandy, 141.
Hogg, Mr, 72, 127n.
Hogne, Miss, see Hogue, Miss.
Hogue, Miss, 27, 118n.
, Mr, 29, 118n.
Holyrooa Abbey, 149, 151, 156-157
--Palace, 43, 45.
Household Words, 29--32, 34, 36, 39, 40, 42, 44,46---47,
49, 51- 52, 54, 61, 63, 65, 67, 70--71, 74, 78, 81, 84-85,
88, 90---92, 95-99, 101, 104, 106, 108-110, 118n.
Howard, John, prison reformer, 163.
Howden, 145n.
Hume, Lord, lodging in Edinburgh of, 151.

175

Hunter, Miss, 36-37, 92.
--Square, 149.
hunt the gauk day, 29, 118n.
Imrie, Dr D.S. M., 1.
incomes in 1850, 139.
Independents, see Congregational Union.
India Street, 10.
lnveresk, 142, 147n.
Inverleith Row, 89.
Ireland, Mr, 34.
Irvine, Mr, 62, 89.
Iudeu, 143, 146n.
Jackson, Prof. K. H., 146-147.
Jamaica, 5, 14, 18, 35, 40, 113n, 120---121ns.
Jamiesons, family of, 85.
jasper, found in Fairy Dean, 85.
Jeffrey, Francis, Lord, 10, 14-15, 115n.
- - , Tom, 13, 17, 115n.
Jewish meeting, 95, 131n.
John, Bishop of Glasgow, 141.
Johnston, Rev. George, 11, 115n.
Johnstone, Alison, see Boyd, Mrs James.
- -, Jacobina, see Boyd, Mrs John.
- - , Mary, see Davidson, Mrs Thomas.
- - , Rev. Dr William, Limekilns, 107, 133n.
Johnstone's Coffee House, see Edinburgh Temperance
Hotel and Reading Room.
Juniper Green, 24, 43, 117n.
Just1ciar of Lothian, 141-142, 146n.
Justiciars, 141-142.
Kaffraria, 5, 113n.
Keith, James, printseller, 109, 134n.
Kelso, 141- 142, 165.
Kenneth, King, 147n.
Kentdale, 144.
Kerr, Rev. Dr John, Alnwick, 32, 53, 119n.
- - , Miss, 47.
King, Alexander, notary, 154.
- -, Rev. Dr David, Glasgow, 40, 121n.
Kirkby, 144.
--Kendall, 144.
- - Lonsdale, 144.
Kirkliston, 147n.
Kirton in Lindsey, 144.
Knowles, J. Sheridan, 35, 120n.
Knox, Gilbert, 155.
- -,John,4.
- - ,Mr,24.
Laing, Malcolm, historian, 155, 157
Lammerlaw, 142.
Lammermuir, 142.
Lanarkshire, 142.
Landseer, Sir Edwin, 20, 38, 117n, 121n.
Lang, Miss Janet, 45.
- - , Miss, 47.
Lasswade, 103, 147n.
Latta, Walter B., 59.
Lauder, Sir John Dick, 27, 118n.
- -,Mr,60.

Lawrence, Mr, missionary, 78.
- - , - - , Canada, 84.
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Lawson, Rev. John, Selkirk, 84, 129n.
Leaderfoot, 81, 'i!r7.
Leadon, Rivers, Gloucestershire and Herefordshire,
144-145, 148n.
Lear, King, 143.
Lees, George, 29, 119n.
Leith, 16, 18, 29, 55, 66, 163, 166.
--Street, 20.
--Walk, 17, 116n.
Leswalt, 147n.
L eudonus, 143, 147n.
Leyde(o)n, John, 11, 115n.
Liberton, 144.
Lidden, 148n.
Lincolnshire, 144.
Linlithgow, 142.
- -, constabulary of, 143.
- - , deanery of, 142.
- - , sheriff and sheriffdom of, 142, 145n.
Linlithgowshire, 147n.
Lion Queen, see Wombwell's Menagerie.
Littill, Symon, 154.
Lloyd's Weekly Miscellany, 14.
Loch Leven Castle, 149, 156-157.
Lochaber axes, fake, 34.
Lockhart, J. G., 71, 127n.
Lodden, River, Berkshire, 144-145, 148n.
- -, - - , Dorset, 144.
, - - , Norfolk, 144-145, 148n.
Logan, Sir John, ofRestalrig, 143.
London Road, 90.
Lord Provost's Committee, 149, 154.
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 167.
- - of the Congregation (should be Confederate
Lords), 149, 156.
Lorimer, Rev. Archibald, Cockenzie, 88, 130n.
Loth, Duke, 143.
Lothian, 141-148; extent of in English and French
sources before 1200, 141; in Scottish sources, 141-142,
name ofused in restricted sense by Scots, 142; extent
of deanery, sheriffdom and justiciarship of, 142;
places identified with, to 15C, 142; meaning of,
142-143; in 0. Welsh, in Geoffrey of Monmouth ,
in French and in the speech of the people, 143;
distinction between parts of, to 1500, 143; a true

watercourse name, 144; concentration of the name
in Midlothian and Edinburghshire, 144-145.
- - , archdeaconry of, 142.
- - , Bishop of, 141.
--Bum, 144.
- - , Dean of, 142.
- -, forms of the name: Laodonia, 143; Latonia, 145n;
L audian, 147n; Laudonia, 143; Leoneis, 143, 147n;
L eudonia, 143; Lleuddiniawn, 143; Lodoneium,
143, 146n; Lodonesia, 143; Loeneis, 143, 147n;
Loneix, 147n; Loonais, 143, 147n; Lothene, 143;
Lothoneium, 145n; Loudy, 143; Louenyn, 144, 148n;
Louthenie, 147n; Louthian, 147n; Louthiane, 147n;
Louthyan, 144, 148n; Louthyane, 147n; Loven, 143;
Lowthian, 143; Lyonesse, 143 , 147n.
- - , justiciarof, (141) , 142.
- - Region, 142.
- -, sheriffdom of, 142-143.
- - , 'uplandof, 144.

- -, a watercourse name, 144, 148n.
Loveyn, Cornwall, 148n.
Lowthiane Est, see East Lothian.
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Melville, Sir James, 150.
--Castle, 144.
men of the north, 143.
Menzies, John, bookseller and publisher, 29, 31, 118n.
Merse, 141-142.
Middleton, Rev. G. M., Kinross, 62, 125n.
Midlothian, or the shire of Edinburgh?, 141-148;
and see Lothian.
Miles, Pliny, 6-S, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, 24, 114n.
Millan, Robert, 107, 133n.
- -, Mr, clothier, 61, 63, 125n.
Milla(e)r, James, solicitor, 72, 80, 104, 117n.
- , Mrs, 23, 67, 72, 94, 117n.
Millar's, St Andrews Square, 101, 132n.
milldam forgery, 167.
Miller, Peter, his investigation of Sir S. Preston's
house, 149-152, 154, 159n.
- - , Rev. Dr Samuel, Glasgow, 36, 120n.
- - , Rev. Mr, 40, 122n.
Minit Eidyn, 146n.
---Lothen, 144.
Missionary Meeting, 40.
--Record of the United Presbyterian Church, 57,

Luffness, 142.
Lumgair, Rev. David, Newton St Boswells, 33, 41,
70, 76, 80, 85, 'i!r7, 119n.
- - , the Misses, 70-71, 92.
Lune valley, 144.
Lyall, James, junior, 107, 133n.
Lyddon, River, Dorset, 144, 148n.
Lyell, Sir Charles, 137.
Macall um, Miss Agnes, 67, 78, 126n.
Macaulay, Dr Alexander,. general practitioner,
104--105, 133n, 136.
Macdonald, Dr Angus, 143.
- - , Rev. Dr Robert, Blairgowrie, 48, 123n.
McGilchrist, Rev. John, 72-73, 127n.
McGregor, Rev. Dr Duncan, Stornoway, 44-49, 122n,
135.
- - , Miss, 46-47.
- - , Misses, 97.
Maclaren, Lockhart, watchmaker, 17, 20, 116n.
McLean, Miss Eliza, 82, 114n.
- -, Mr, 85, 114n.
- -, Mrs Jean, 6, 20, 29, 81-S3, 96, 114n.
Macleod, Mr, 26, 118n.
McPhail, Mr, 102, 132n.
Macpherson, Mr, 98.
maipc lantern, 11.
Maiden Castle, (144), 147n.
Maitland, William, ofLethington, 153, 157.
- - , - -, historian of Edinburgh, 153-154.
Mak&ill, David, advocate, 156.
Mamage Affinity Bill, meeting concerning, 31-32,

124n.
Mississippi, 25, 118n.
Mnemotechny, 6-S, 12, 13, 14, 16, 114n, 135.
Modern Athens, 59, 67, 125n.
monith-Lothen, 144.
Monksford, 80.
Monad, Rev. Frederic, 40-41, 48, 121n.
Mons Meg, 41.
Montrose, 162.
Moray Place, 23, 75.
More, Graham, hairdresser and perfumer, 61 , 125n.
Morningside, 3 , 17, 23, 33-34, 36-37, 136.
--Asylum, 24, 117n.
Morton, James Douglas, 4th Earl of, 157.
Mound,27.
Mount Lothian, estate of, Penicuik parish, 144.
- - - - , form of the name, 147ns.
Moxey, R. J., Supt. of Police, 31, 52, 119n, 124n.
Muir, William J. W., 62, 125n.
murders, 35, 120n.
Murray, John, merchant burgess, 155.
- - , Rev. William, Melrose, 65, 70, 77, 82-83, 126n.
- - , Rev. Mr, 40, 122n.
Museum, Highland and Agricultural Society's, 3, 112n.
MusicHall, GeorgeStreet, 5, 16,31, 62, 110, 113n, 116n.
music in the home, 3, 5, 15, 47, 62, 90.

119n.

Marshall, D . W. Hunter, 145n.
Martin Chuzzlewit, 13, 14, 16, 17, 21,24, 26-27,30-32,
36, 39, 43-44, 49, 51 , 53, 55, 59, 61-62, 132n.
Martineau, Harriet, 7, 16, 114n.
Mary King's Close, 154.
- -, Queen of Scots, 4, 33-34; last lodging in Edinburgh of, 149-159.
Mather, Rev. James, 50, 123n.
Matheson, Peter, coachman to Sir W. Scott, 79, 128n.
Mauchan, Alexander, advocate, 155.
- - , John, 155.
Maxpoffle, nr. Bowden, Roxburghshire, 5, 17-19, 22,
26, 32- 33, 43, 49, 50, 55-56, 59-61, 63-64, 66, 68,
70-74, 76-Sl, 83, 85-S6, 91, 97-98, 100, 103-104,
109, 113n, 137-139.
Meadows, 39.
Meikle, Rev. James, Beith, 39, 121n.
Melrose, 5, 55-56, 68-S7, 89, 135, 138.
--Abbey, 69, 70, 72-73 , 77, 86-S7, 127n.
- - --Churchyard, 65.
- - , - - , Inn, 79.
--Chain Bridge, 74; and see G attonside.
- - , Curie's Park, 78, 128n.
- - , Drummond Cottage, 56, 64, 124n, 136.
- - Episcopal Church, 72, 127n.
- - Free Church, 73, 76, 78, 82, 84, 86.
--Independent Chapel (Congregational), 69, 127n.
--Lammas Fair, 69, 127n.
--Parish Church, 72, 82.
- - , the Quarry, 81, 128n.
- - , St Helens, 76, 83, 85 .
- - , the Scar, 76, 80, 81.
--United Presbyterian Church, 69, 71 , 73, 76, 78,
80, 84, 86, 137.

Napierof Magda la, F.M. Sir Robert C., 167.
Nasmyth, James, engineer, 165-166.
National Education, 31, 119n, 137.
--GalleryofScotland, 74, 76.
--Security Savings Bank, 7, 19, 23, 32, 66, 92, 105,

114n.
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Nelson, William, publisher, 167.
Nelson's Monument, 90, 130n.
Nennius, 143.
New Cranstoun, 142.
- - Greyfriars Church, 29 .
--Year's Day, observance of, 1, 138.
Newbattle, 142.
Newington, 19.
Newlands, Rev. Dr John, Perth, 37, 120n.
Newstead, 68, 76, 80-81 , 127n.
-Road, 79, 128n.
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Newton, Sir Isaac, 29, 86.
Newto(w)n StBoswells, 33, 68, 70, 72, 76-80, 86, 119n.
Nichol, Rev. R. B. , Galashiels, 78, 128n.
NicolsonStreetU.P . Church, 11, 115n.
Niddrie Burn, 144, 148n.
Nile Street Chapel, Glasgow, 60, 125n.
Nimmo, Mr, 103.
Noble, Miss, 66.
Norhamshire, 147n.
North, Christopher, 15, 116n.
--Bridge, 5, 34.
--Esk River, 144.
- - Loch, 154.
North British Advertiser, 5, 30, 50, 113n, 119n.
Northern Lights, 85.
Northumberland, 141.
Northumbria, 141 , 144.
"Numbers, the", 43, 122n.

Offler, Prof., 147n.
Old Melrose, 76, 80.
--Monkland, parish of, 146n.
Oliver Twist, 88--91 , 93-96.
omnibus, 34, 43, 60.
Oppidum Eden, 143, 146n.
Ordnance Survey map, Edinburgh, 1859, 155.
Orion, steamer, wreck of, 53-54, 124n.
Orkney, James Hepburn, 4th E arl ofBothwell, Duke
of, 157.
Oswy, King, 143.
Otterburn, Adam, of Reidhall, 154.
- - , Robert, 154.
Overhall Farm, nr. H awick, 79, 128n.
Owen, Rev. Dr John, 110, 134n.
Padon, the Misses, 68-69, 96, 127n.
Pages, Bastien, "the Frenchman", 157-158.
Paley, William, 67, 126n, 137.
Papal (Popish) Aggression, 96-104, 107-108, 131-133ns,
135,137.
Papedi, vicecomes ofNorham, 147n.
Paton, Sir J . Noel, 38, 121n.
Pattison, Mr and Mrs, 72, 127n.
Pearson, Alexander, advocate, 155.
- - , - - , merchant, 155.
- - , Peter, 43.
Pearson's Close, 154-155.
Peebles High School, 136.
Peel, Sir Robert, 57-58, 124n, 135.
Penda ofMercia, 143.
Penicuik, 165; prison depot built at, 163.
- -, parish of, 144.
Pennington,DrJamesC., 10, 11, 15,40,53, 115n, 121n.
Perth, prison depot built at, 163, 167.
- - Penitentiary, 43.
Peterborough, monk of, 141.
Philosophical Institution, Reading Room of, 17, 98,
101-102, 116n, 132n.
phrenology, 60.
Pius IX, Pope, 98, 132n, 135.
plaid, Indian, 44.
Plymouth, 166.
Pollock, Robert, 19, 117n.
Pontefract , Iordship of, 144.
Pontons, the, Melrose, 73.
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Portobello, 12, 13, 20, 37, 42-43, 52--54, 57, 60, 67,
90,106.
--Road,32.
Portsburgh District Prayer Meeting, 27.
--U.P. Church, TheVennel,3,4,9, 17, 19,24-25,
28, 32, 34, 36-37, 39, 41, 44, 46, 48, 50, 52, 54, 56,
58----00, 62, 64, 88, 90--92, 94, 98, 100, 103--104, 108,
112n, 137.
--Young Men's Sabbath Meeting, 107.
Preston, David, ofCraigmillar, 154.
- - , John, 154.
- -, Sir Simon, ofCraigmillar, his house in the High
Street, 149-150.
- - , Symon, 154-155.
Preston's Close, 149, 154-155.
Princes Street, 27, 30-31, 42, 59, 104, 138.
Prior, Mathew, poet, 88, 129n.
Priorbank, 72, 81, 129n.
Prisoner of War Commissioners, London, 163--164.
Privy Council, 161.
Provost's house, status of, 158.
Purdie, Tom, Sir W. Scott's "retainer", 77, 128n.
Queen Street Gardens, 38, 49.
----Hall, theU.P.SynodHall,6-8, 11, 15,27,
29, 38, 41, 48, 56, 58, 60-61, 95-%, 107, 114n.
-Victoria, 38, 44, 53, 56, 66, 74-77, 82, 84, 87-88.
Queen's Birthday, 41-42, 45.
--Park, 56, 74.
Queensferry, 141.
Rae, Miss and Mrs, 63, 111.
railway accident on Edinburgh-Glasgow line, at
Carstairs, 66, 126n.
- - terminus, stationer's shop at, 33.

- - , and see trains.
Raimes & Co., Messrs J. & R., wholesale druggists
and manufacturing chemists, fire at premises of,
17, 116n.
Ramsay, William, ofBamton, 23, 117n.
Rannald, Robert, 154.
reading of sermons, 43.
Regent Road, 1.
--Terrace, 94, 106.
Re$!ster Office, 31, 36.
Reid, William, 154.
Relief Synod, 137.
Renton, Rev. Henry, Kelso, 41, 122n.
Residuaries, 45, 123n.
Review, 45, 56, 123n.
Rhetorical Entertainment, see Black, Adam, teacher.
Rigg, Christina, 155.
- - , William, merchant.
Rintoul, Mr, 107, 133n.
Robert (son of Guy?), sheriff of Edinburgh, 14711.
Robertson, Rev. Andrew, Stow, 41, 122n.
- - , --James, Duncan Street U.P. Church, 41,
53, 58, 122n.
- - , - - - - , Portsburgh U.P. Church,4,5, 7, 13,
15, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 30, 34, 36-37, 41, 44, 46, 48,
52, 54, 56, 58----00, 64, 80, 88, 90, 92, 94, 98-100, 103,
107, 113n, 137.
--,-W.,29, 119n.
- - , Miss, 9, 10, 93, 131n.
- - , Mr, probationer, 17.
- - , Mr, death of, 9, 10.

--,Mr,24.

- - , Mrs, wife of Rev. James, of Portsburgh Church,
14.
- - , Mrs, Scotland Street, 15, 25, 116n.
Roger, Master, parson of Howden, 146n.
Rolph Niger, Dean of Lothian, 145n.
Romaines, Rev. Mr, Canada, 82.
Rose Street, 24.
----U.P. Church, 67, 126n.
Roslin, 147n.
Roxburgh, 141.
Roxburghshire, 141.
Royal Exchange, 154-156.
--Family,43.
--Scottish Academy, 27, 38, 118n, 121n, 139.
Russell, Lord John, 96, 131n.
- - , Thomas, baillie, 31-32, 119n.
Rutherford, Miss, 71.
St Andrew Street, 11.
St Andrew's Church, 18, 22, 26, 116n.
St Andrews, archdeaconry of, 142.
- -, bishop of, 141.
- -, diocese of, 142.
St Bernard ofTiron, 141, 145n.
St Cuthbert, church of, 144, 147n.
- - , Kirkton of, 144.
St Enoch, 143.
St Giles, High Kirk of, 45.
St Helen's, near Melrose, 70, 127n.
St James' Chapel, 110.
--Place U.P. Church, 93, 131n.
St Kentigem, 143.
St Leonard's Street, 1.
St Luke's Free Church, Young Street, 37, 120n.
St Margaret, 141, 145n.
St Michael, 146n.
St Monenna, 146n.
St Mungo, 143.
St Ninian's, kirkton of, 144.
St Stephen's Free Church, WemyssPiace, 7, 11, 23,26,
28, 31, 35-36, 39, 44, 48, 50, 54, 67, 88, 90, 94, 102,
109-110, 114n.
Sabbath Movement (Post Office closure), 16, 49, 116n,
123n.
Salmon, Rev. Alexander, Sydney, N.S.W., 47, 64,
76, 123n.
- - , Mr, son of above, 64, 76-77.
Scotia, 141.
Scotland Street, 1, 2, 15, 25, 138-140.
Scots of Argyll, 144.
Scotsman, The, 135, 167.
Scott, Archibald, architect, 89, 130n.
- - , Peter, clothierand shirt merchant, 24, 117n.
- -, Sir Walter, 5, 9, 11, 33, 62, 79, 86, 109, 113n,
134n, 137.
- -, Mr, missionary in Demerara, 11, 79, 115n.
- - , Mr, 28, 118n.
Scottish Christian Journal, 80, 12811.
--Press, 3, 5, 9, 10, 12, 31, 66, 96, 100, 112-113n.
Selkirk, 84.
sermons, summaries of, by James Boyd, 4-110 passim,
137.
sewed screen, 110, 134n.
Shaw, Euphemia, 53.
- -, Miss, 100.
- - , Mrs, 18, 53.
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Sheriffs of Scotland, list of, 145n.
Sherman, Rev. James, 41, 122n.
Simeon, monk of Durham, 141, 145n.
Simpson, Rev. Dr A. L., Kirknewton, 45, 123n.
Sinclair, Miss Catherine, novelist, 17, 116n, 125.
- - , Donald, janitor at High School, 12, 115n.
Sleigh, W. C., 31-33, 52, 119n, 124n.
Smart, John, bootmaker, 61, 125n.
Smith, Mr, "from Ireland", 51, 12411.
"Society, the", attended by the Boyd brothers, 8, 19,
23, 25, 27, 30, 32, 34, 43, 45, 47, 49, 50, 52, 54, 58,
60, 86, 88, 91, 94, 96-97, 101 , 104,138.
Society for the Promotion of the Fine Arts, 62.
Soiree, Portsburgh Church, 103.
Solebay, H .M.S., 162.
Somerville, Rev. Dr Andrew, Dumbarton, 5, 11, 40,
83, 113n.
- -, - - - - A. N ., Glasgow, 37, 120n.
Southey, Robert, 9, 114n.
Soutra, 142.
Spence, Mr, 48, 123n.
- - , Mr, Melrose, 85.
--,Mrs,47.
Steedman, Rev. John, Stirling, 41, 122n.
Stenhouse, Miss, 36-37, 92 .
Stephenson, Rev. Mr, 80, 128n.
Stevenson, R. L., his image of French prisoners in St lve,,
165.
Stewart, Walter, writer, ofBallachtoul, 155.
--,Mrs,96.
Stewart's Close, 149, 154-155.
Stichill, 145n.
Stillie, James, bookseller, 102, 132n.
Stirling, 142-143, 146n.
Stirlingshire, 147n.
Stockbridge, 55, 167.
Strathclyde Region, 142.
Struthers, Rev. Thomas, Hamilton, 64, 126n.
Stuart, Rev. Dr A. M., 108, 13411.
subscription lists, 3, 4, 112n.
Synod Hall, see Queen Street Hall.
Tait, William, 81, 129n.
- - and Nisbet, auctioneers and appraisers, 97-98,
131n.
Tanfield Hall, 46.
Tanshelf, Iordship of, 144.
Taylor, Lady Jane, 49, 12311.
Temperance, 45 .
Teulet, A., 158.
Teviotdale, 141.
Thenew, 143.
Thomson, Rev. Dr Andrew,5, 96,108,110. 133n, 134n.
- - , George, 55, 124n.
- - , Robert, 55.
- - , William, 38. 56, 60-61, 12111.
- , Mr, Hawick, 69, 127n.
Thorald (Durandus), 145n.
Thorlothane, 144.
Thurgot, Prior of Durham, 141, 145n.
Tod, James (1., 38, 45, 49, 51, 59, 63, 65 , 67, 121n.
- - , John, engraver, 96, 131n.
- - . Mrs, 16; and see 65, 116n.
tor of Lothian, 144.
Torigni, Robert de, abbot of Le Mont Saint-Michel, 141.
Town Council, minutes of, 149, 150.
Trafalgar, boy captured at battle of, 165.
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trains, 26, 54-55, 60, 68, 70, 72, 74, 76-81, 83, 85-87,
90, 106, 118n, 127n.
Traprain Law, see Dunpelder.
Trinity, 26, 30.
Tron, 149-150, 152-153, 159n.
- - Kirk, 152.
Turnbull, Rev. Walter, U.P. missionary, Jamaica, 14,
18, 20, 35, 40, 53, 57, 115-116ns, 120-121ns, 124n.
- - , Mrs, 35, 53, 57, 66, 124n.
Tweed, River, 68-72, 74, 76-77, 80-81, 83, 86-87.
141, 144.
Tynninghame, church of, 142.
Tytler, Patrick Fraser, historian, 3, 113n.
- -, William, 3, 4, 113n.
United Presbyterian Church, 135, 137.
United Presbyterian Magazine, 80, 86, 94, 103, 128n.
United Presbyterian Missions, 4, 5, 11311.
- - - - Synod Hall, see Queen Street Hall.
United Secession Church, 137.
Upleadon, 148n.
Valleyfield, prison depot at, 165-167.
visiting cards, 3, 112n.
Vita Kentigemi, 143.
Voluntaries, 108, 133n.
Votadini, 143, 146n.
Waddell, the Misses, 38.
Wallace, Sir William, statue of, at Dryburgh, 80, 86, 128n.
Wallace's Tower, Dryburgh, 80, 86.
wallpaper, 6.
Wardlaw, Rev. Dr Ralph, Glasgow, 35, 107, 120n.
Warriston , 61.
Waterloo, battle of, 53.
--Newsroom, Waterloo Place, 108, 134n.
--Rooms, 25, 118ns.
Watson, Charles Boog, his investigation of the Black
Turnpike, 149, 150-152, 156, 158-159ns.
- -, George, 106-107.
- - , J., teacher, 61, 125n.
Watts, Dr Isaac, 41, 122n.
weather in Edinburgh in 1850, 1-111 passim, 135.
Webster, Dr, American murderer, 62, 82, 125n.
Weir. Mrs, 110.
Wemyss, Margaret Campbell, Countess of, 10, 115n.
West End, 23, 109.
--Lothian, 142-143.
White, Henry Kirk, 13, 89, 115n.
Whitelee, 78.
Wilkie, Sir David, 20, 117n.
Williamson. Rev. Thomas, Melrose, 69, 73, 80-87,
127n.
Wilson, Sir Daniel, 149, 159n.
- - , Prof. John, 15, 116n.
- - , Dr. 2, 4, 43, 117n.
--,Mr.24.
- - , Mrs, Melrose. 82-83, 86, 135-136. 138.
Windsor Street, 67.
Wiseman , Cardinal, 98, 132n, 135
Wolff(e), Rev. Dr Joseph, 110, 134n.
Wombwell's Menagerie, 6, 114n.
Wood, Dr Marguerite, 156.
Wordsworth, William, 36, 120n, 135.
Wright, Malcolm, agent in charge of Edinburgh Castle
prisons, 164-165, 167.
- - . Mr, 11 .
Wyntoun, Andrew, 43.
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Yester, 142.
York, 141, 145n.
--Place, 1, 6, 15, 22, 25, 27, 32-33, 35, 38, 47, 50-53,
55, 59, 88, 90-91, 103-104, 107, 111, 138.
----people, 3, 5, 14, 17, 26, 30, 32, 41,43,49,
51, 107, 109.
Yorkshire, 144.
Young, Rev. Dr David, Perth, 107, 133n.
- - , Edward, 48, 123n.

- - , Rev. James, Dunfermline, 91, 130n.
- - , John, 5, 113n.
- - , - - , govt. contractor for Edinburgh Castle
pnsons, 164.
Youn~ Men's Meeting, 99.
Youths Magazine, article by James Boyd in, 50, 80, 128n.
Zoological Gardens, E. Claremont Street, 90, 130n.
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The Seventy-Fourth Annual General Meeting of the Old Edinburgh Club was held in
the City Chambers on the afternoon of Wednesday, 24th March 1982.
The Right Hon. Tom Morgan, Lord Provost, presided.
An address was givert by Professor R. H. Girdwood on "Edinburgh's Contribution to
Medicine Overseas".
During the year six lecture meetings were held in Room 8, William Robertson Building,
George Square, and three summer excursions were arranged.
On 14th January, Dr H. H. Speitel of the Department of Linguistics, University of
Edinburgh, spoke to members on "The Dialect of Edin burgh in the Lothians". During this
entertaining and instructive evening, Dr Speitel illustrated on the blackboard the number
of different words used in the local dialect for the same objects. His audience responded
audibly to his requests to identify and translate lists of words, and offered their own versions,
sometimes unknown to Dr Speitel.
On 11th February, Mr M. A. Scott-Dodd of Lothian Region Water Supplies Services,
gave a talk on "Water Supplies in Lothian Region". Water is a necessity to sustain life and
until Peter Bruschi, a Dutch engineer, completed his contract in 1681 to bring the waters of
Com is ton to the City, Edinburgh had little water to fight fires and keep the streets and
inhabitants clean. Water was piped from Comiston Springs to the reservoir tank at Castlehill.
In time this supply, together with the Swanston Springs, was increased by the addition of
the Crawley Springs at Glencorse in 1822. The further addition of the Alnwickhill Filter
Station and the supplies from the reservoirs at Talia, Fruid and Megget, means the area
should have no water shortages in the future.
"The Story of Arthur's Seat" was the subject of a combined lecture on 18th March. Dr
J. G. N. Ritchie of the Royal Commission on Ancient Monuments, Scotland, drew a picture
of the wild and empty grandeur of Arthur's Seat, Edinburgh's most dramatic feature. Hint
and bronze objects, spear blades, a sword and a Roman ring have been found on several
occasions, and show a lot of activity has taken place in the past. No excavation has been
allowed in this area and it is hoped that some small-scale excavations may be permitted to
determine the type of sites and possible dates. Mr J. G. Gifford, Buildings of Scotland
Research Unit, took us from the Middle Ages when the park was first exploited, and enlarged
and enclosed for hunting, to the major improvements in 1846 with the construction of the
Queen's Drive. Miss Liz Filor, Ancient Monuments Branch, Scottish Development Department, spoke of the management problems encountered in the middle of a city. Conservation
of rock and soil erosion featured prominently in her Department's future activities.
On 21st October, Professor David Daiches of the Institute of Advanced Studies in
Humanities, University of Edinburgh, vividly related in "Reminiscences of Edinburgh in
the 1920's" tales of his boyhood days south of Melville Drive. He and his friends played
football on the Meadows and were chased for misdemeanours by the park keepers. He
gave us a glimpse of the social life of a rabbi's family in Edinburgh's Jewish community.
Professor Gordon Donaldson, H. M. Historiographer in Scotland, illustrated his talk on
"Leith Shipping from the beginning of Steam" with a series of evocative photographs of
steamships in Leith Docks or beating up the Forth towards home. His tape of the sounds of
the last Leith to Orkney steamer leaving on its last voyage produced the desired auditory
effect as a background to his history of the growth of the docks and shipping companies in
the 19th century.
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"A Victorian Family" was the subject of Mrs E. C. Wilsher's talk on 2nd December.
Her enjoyable and sometimes moving family adventure began with her great-grandfather,
Alexander Russell, founder of the Elgin Courant and later Provost of Elgin. Mrs Wilsher
has been able to trace his career from letters and diaries in the possession of her family. The
tragic death of his young first wife had a lasting effect and it was a long time before he married
again. Her grandmother, a daughter of the second marriage, left a lively sketch book of her
schooldays in Edinburgh, and Mrs Wilsher displayed some period costume which she had worn.
The summer excursions began on 3rd June with a visit to the Astley Ainslie Hospital,
Grange Loan. Members were provided with tapes relating the history of the site on which
stood the ancient Chapel of St Rogue, and of the villas which comprised the original hospital
founded by David Ainslie of Costerton and opened in 1923. The tapes were made to assist
the rehabilitation of patients by encouraging them to explore the magnificent grounds.
On 17th June, Mr Ian Gow of the Royal Commission on Ancient Monuments, Scotland,
Jed a "Walk round Historic Trinity" to show members the development of Trinity as a
villadom, where urban dwellers built their simple houses in the country. Commencing with
the small classic house of Bangholm Bower still surviving intact in its own garden, the tour
continued with a visit to the garden of Trinity Grove, home of Sir William Creech and later
Sir Walter Scott's publisher, John Ballantyne. We finished at Chancellor Lodge, formerly
Wardie Lodge, the home of Miss Frances Hope, the 19th-century pioneer natural gardener.
Mr Gow's vivid descriptions of the houses and the social activities of their owners complemented the fine weather.
On 6th July, Mr R. B. K. Stevenson took members on a tour of sites of interest on Arthur's
Seat. We started at the enclosures on the east side of Dunsapie Crags, and then retraced our
steps and climbed to view the defensive ramparts easily seen beside the path to the summit.
We descended again to the homesteads and enclosures by the Queen's Drive where Mr
Stevenson described the grassy remains and their possible relationship to the cultivation
terraces. We finished by Samson's Ribs where he pointed out later homesteads with stone
foundations, and finally the site of the dramatic discovery of the Roman ring mentioned in
Dr Ritchie's talk on 18th March.
On 17th December, to mark the beginning of the 1983 events to celebrate the75th anniversary of the founding of the Club, The Right Hon. The Earl of Wemyss and March opene?
an exhibition on topographical views of Edinburgh in the Canongate Tolbooth, to run u~tll
the end of February 1983. The task of arranging the exhibition was undertaken by the City
Curator, Mr Herbert Coutts, and his staff, and the historical information in the catalogue
was supplied by the Club.
Volume XXXV, Part 1, of the Book of the Club was distributed to members in March.
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The Seventy-Fifth Annual General Meeting of the Old Edinburgh Club was held in the
City Chambers on the afternoon of Wednesday, 16th March 1983.
The Right Hon. Tom Morgan, Lord Provost, presided.
An address was given by Professor G. W. S. Barrow on "Midlothian-or the Shire of
Edinburgh?".
.
. .
During the year six lecture meetings were held in Room 8, William Robertson Bmldmg,
George Square, two summer walks and a visit to an Edinburgh New Town house were
arranged.
On 13th January, Mr R. Paxton of Lothian Region Highways Department, spoke on
"Civil Engineering in Edinburgh 1750-1850". Mr Paxton began with Edinburgh's poor
roads in 1750. Although the city already had a piped water supply, there was no drainage or
sewage, but the advent of the New Town and other developments accelerated enginee:ing
projects. Mr Paxton illustrated all aspects of engineering and finished inside the Dean Bndge
with dramatic photographs taken during a routine inspection of the fabric.
Mr Brian McKenna, Secretary of the Institute of Bankers in Scotland, began his talk on
10th February on "Scottish Banking" with the founding of the Bank of Scotland in 1695,
followed in 1727 by the Royal Bank, and in 1746 by the British Linen Bank. Besides these
chartered banks, a host of small local banks came into existence. Scottish banks have always
had a high reputation, and two particular features of the past ten years are a large input of
foreign money into Scottish Banks and the use of new technology.
.
On 10th March, Mr Eric Robson of the National Trust for Scotland, gmded us on a tour
of the "Gardens of the National Trust for Scotland". With a series of beautiful slides, Mr
Robson vividly brought to the lecture theatre the Spring and Summer delights of the parterre
garden at Pitmedden, Aberdeenshire, the rhododendron and primula woodland garden at
Brodick Castle, Arran, and one of the finest small alpine gardens, at Branklyn, Perth.
''Tapestries and Textiles at the Palace of Holyroodhouse" were the subject of Mrs Margaret
Swain's talk on 13th October. Mrs Swain's detective work made a fascinating evening's
listening. Her unique knowledge of the history of Scottish textil_es enabled her ~o pie_ce
together parts of a number of tapestries which had been cut and dispersed, and_ to identify
17th-century chairs, still in Holyroodhouse, with their original chair coverings mtact.
On 10th November, Mr Ja mes Brown of the Department of Scottish History, University
of Edinburgh, spoke on ''The Role of Edinburgh and its Merchants in the Scottish Economy
1600-1638". Mr Brown made us aware of the powerful influence of the Edinburgh merchants,
not only on trade, but on the running of the city through their roles as members of the Town
Council.
"Memories of the 1960s in the South Side" was the subject of Mr Noel Anderson's talk
on 8th December. In his capacity as Buildings Officer for the University of Edinburgh, Mr
Anderson is well acquainted with the buildings owned by the University in the south of
Edinburgh. His slides of photographs and ink sketches evoked many memories of familiar
townscape views and buildings which have disappeared.
Summer excursions began on 27th May with a walk from Colin ton to Slateford under the
enthusiastic guidance of Mr Stanley Jamieson. Our journey took ~s fro~ Colinto~ village
round the loups of the Water of Leith, with pauses at the sites of mills which once l'.ned the
banks, past the grottos of Redhall House, 1758, and finishing in the much altered village of
Slateford.
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On 28th June, a "Walk about Cramond" was led by Mr Barclay Fraser. We started in
the car park by the partially excavated remains of the Roman Bath House, now looking very
forlorn. Respite ~om the con~tant rain was appreciated in the small exhibition mounted by
the Cramond Hent~ge Trust 10 the Old Maltings. Mr Fraser's enthusiasm kept us going up
the course of the River Almond to the remains of the Cramond Iron Mill at Fair-a-Far.
T~erea~er,_ we_ retraced our steps to the old Schoolhouse where the walk was terminated
with an 10v1tatlon from Mr Fraser to return and visit the church and Cramond House in
better weather.
By permission of the Secretary of the Hope Trust, a visit was made to 31 Moray Place on
28th S_eptember. The hou~e has been in continuous ownership since it was built by John
Hope 10 1825-26, and survives as a single unit as the offices of the Hope Trust. A very large
at~end?nce of members heard Mr Ian Gow of the Royal Commission on the Ancient and
H1stonc~l 11:fonuments of Scotland, speak about the building of the house and its decoration
~nd furn1sh10g. The notes provided by Mr Gow were much appreciated during our explorat10n of the house.
Volume XXXIV, Part 3, of the Book of the Club was distributed to members during
the year.
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The Seventy-Sixth Annual General Meeting of the Old Edinburgh Club was held in the
City Chambers on the afternoon of Wednesday, 21st March 1984.
The Right Hon. Tom Morgan, Lord Provost, presided.
An address was given by Mr Charles McKean, B.A., F.R.S.A. , Secretary of the Royal
Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, on "The Aims of the Festival of Architecture".
During the year six lecture meetings, two summer excursions and a social evening were
arranged.
On 12th January, Mr Patrick Cadell, Keeper, Department of Manuscripts, National
Library of Scotland, spoke to members on "The Abbey Court of Holyrood". A measure of
sanctuary was assumed to belong to all churches, but that of Holyrood was probably the
most important. The frontier of the sanctuary is marked by a line of stones in the causeway
at the foot of the Canongate. The Court kept order and administered justice, but because
of its success the privilege of sanctuary led to abuses. Mr Cadell's talk, based on original
material, well illustrated the stratagems of these escapees from the law.
A fascinating evening was spent on 9th February in the company of Mr W. S. McKelvie
studying the existing "Royal Heraldry in Edinburgh" and the strange inaccuracies which
occurred. The English garter encircling the Scottish shield, the English lion atop the Scottish
Royal Arms, and unicorns with or without crowns, were a few of the mistakes which kept
us enthralled. His observations were supported by an excellent series of colour slides.
On 8th March, the President, Dr John B. Barclay, gave the first of the Boog Watson
Memorial Lectures, to be given in future years by the retiring President. Dr Barclay's subject
was "Unbuilt Edinburgh". He outlined some of the schemes for Edinburgh which came to
nothing. The canal through Princes Street Gardens to Leith, the alternative James Craig
plans for the New Town, the buildings designed for the Mound and the Calton Hill, and
finally the Abercrombie and Plumstead Civic Plan for Edinburgh, 1949, with the controversial scheme for a tunnel under Princes Street. Slides illustrated the various proposals.
On 18th October, Mr Graeme Cruickshank, Local History Officer, Edinburgh City
Museums, spoke on "Scottish East Coast Potteries". Mr Cruickshank's story began in
Aberdeen with the pottery at Seaton, and ranged down the east coast by Montrose to
Kirkcaldy, where the famous Wemyss ware was made. The concentrated area of pottery
production on the Forth estuary stretched from the Dunmore pottery, the precursor of the
craft pottery, to Alloa and the major centres at Musselburgh and Prestonpans. Mr Cruickshank's evocative slides perfectly illustrated the shape and colours of the various wares.
On 8th November, Dr lain Donnachie, The Open University, related the history of
"Brewing: a Leading Edinburgh Industry". Dr Donnachie showed what an important primary
processing industry brewing had become. Edinburgh maintained its important position in
the industry since the 16th century, having the assets for good brewing of a good water supply
and sea-borne transport. Breweries extended after the Industrial Revolution, but although
large premises were required, labour was relatively limited. Customers were loyal to their
beer, and by the 1850s the Victorian giants, Jeffrey, McEwan and Younger, were leading
the industry in Scotland. A hundred years later these companies had been rationalised into
the major companies we know today .
Mr Malcolm Cant, author of "Marchmont in Edinburgh" , spoke to members on 6th
December about his research for his book. He began with the background to the area,
illustrating the houses involved with the Warrenders of Marchmont, with the names of the
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streets reflecting the estates associated with the family: Spottiswoode, Roseneath, Thirlestane
and Marchmont itself. His slides showed typical Scottish-Baronial terraces, and early and
contemporary photographs illustrated the changes in the social scene.
On 20th December, a combined social evening and visit was paid to the exhibition
"Edinburgh Images and Reflections: Treasures of the Edinburgh Room" in the City Art
Centre, Market Street. Every facet of the city's life was illustrated from the unique collection
of records held in the Edinburgh Room. Representatives of the library staff conducted
members round, pointing out the major exhibits, and the stories behind their acquisition.
Members were pleased to have this opportunity to view the exhibition.
The summer excursions began with a visit to Ravelston House and its environs (Mary
Erskine School) on 24th May. By kind permission of the Merchant Company of Edinburgh
we were permitted to visit the interior of this late 18th-century villa. Mr Ian Gow spoke about
the re-decoration of the house in 1915-16 for the Clark family, and the Secretary outlined
the background history of Old Ravelston House and, with the permission ofMrT. Boland,
we were able to see the door surround and dormer pediments from the old house built into
the garden wall of his house.
On 26th June, the Rev. A. Ian Dunlop welcomed members to St Stephen's Church, St
Vincent Street. The church was designed by William Henry Playfair and built between
1827-28. It is situated diagonally across its site and is powerfully related to its setting at the
foot of Howe Street and Frederick Street. Mr Dunlop related the history of the church, its
ministers and congregation, and led a tour of the building. He gave the energetic the opportunity to climb the tower and walk round the roof, giving splendid views of the surrounding
neighbourhood. Tea and biscuits were much appreciated after the tour finished.
On 8th June, the Club was represented by the President, Mr E. F. Catford, and the PastPresident, Dr J. B. Barclay, at the unveiling by the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State,
Mrs L. Chalker, M.P., of a plaque at the west end of the street commemorating the completion
of the Grassmarket environmental scheme.
On 8th September, Dr J.B. Barclay represented the Club at the Scottish Local History
Forum.
Miss CATHERINE H. CRUFT - Honorary Secretary
During this year, Miss Catherine Cruft, our Honorary Secretary, intimated that, owing
to increasing professional commitments, she would be unable to continue in that post after
the Annual General Meeting in 1985, though she would continue to be a Member. The
Council of the Club received her decision with regret, for they had only praise for the way
in which she had carried out the duties of the office since her first appointment in 1966. They
recognised, however, that nineteen years was a long period for which to have served and
fully understood why she had decided not to allow her name to go forward again for reappointment.
There will be opportunity at the A.G.M. to thank Miss Cruft for her loyal and efficient
service, but it is fitting to record here our appreciation of all the work she has undertaken
on the Club's behalf and to wish her well.

LIST OF MEMBERS
as at March 1985
(All addresses are in Edinburgh unless otherwise shown)
ABEL, Mrs MARGARET, 19 East Trinity Road, EHS 3DZ.
Adam, Dr H. M., 20 Mayfield Terrace, EH9 lSA.
Adams, Mr W. S., 80 South Trinity Road, EHS 3PW.
Ainslie, Mr and Mrs F. A., 16 Campbell Park Crescent, EH13 0HT.
Aitken, Mr and Mrs James T., 75 Whitehouse Road, EH4 6PE.
Alexander, Dr Isobel A. C., 19 Great Stuart Street, EH3 7TP.
Allan, Mr Eric, 40 Park Road, EH6 4LD.
Allan, Mr John R., 12 Wardie Avenue, EHS 2AB.
Amos, Miss MargaretJ., 13 Dean Park Street, EH4 UR.
Amos, Mrs Margaret T., Tyneholm, 6 Viewforth, Dunbar, EH421AX.
Anderson, Lilian M., 30 Colinton Grove, Craiglockhart, EH141DB.
Anderson, Mr and Mrs Noel, 22 St Leonard's Bank, EH8 9SQ.
Anderson, Miss Ruth D., 457 Lawnmarket, EHl 2NT.
Appleton, Miss Margaret M., 18 Alnwickhill Terrace, EH16 6YD.
Archer, Mr Gilbert B., Drumelzier Haugh, Broughton, Peeblesshire.
Armstrong, Mrs Norma, 7 Willowbrae Gardens, EH8 7EW.
Ashford, Mrs Z. M., 5 Lutton Place, EH8 9PD.
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BALLANTYNE, Mr JoHN H., 6 Mansfield Place, EH3 6NB.
Barclay, Dr J.B., 25 Gardiner Road, EH4 3RP.
Barnett, Mr and Mrs Wm., 1 Ormelie Terrace, Joppa, EHlS 2EX.
Bartlett, Mrs Morag C., 22 Colinton Cottages, Thorburn Road, EH13 0BJ.
Beattie, Miss E. P., 47 McDonald Road, EH7 4LY.
Bell, Mrs Mary M., 89 Bellevue Road, EH7 4DH.
Berrie, Miss Joan E., 49 Greenbank Crescent, EHlO STD.
Bird, G., 40 Saughton Road, EHll 3QN.
Birrell, Dr and MrsJ. F., 9 Campbell Avenue, EH126DS.
Bishop, Sheila F. P., 22 Alderbank Terrace, EHll lTA.
Black, Mr W. W., 18 Park Road, Trinity, EH6 4LP.
Bogie, Mr David W., 53 Frederick Street, EH2 lLH.
Bolam, Mrs Sylvia, 8 Barnton Park View, EH4 6HJ.
Bowes, Mr P. Edwin, 1 Windsor Crescent, Berwick-upon-Tweed, Northumberland,
TDlS lNT.
Boyd, Mr S. and Mrs C. M., 2ParkerTerrace, EH7 6SQ.
Boyd, Mrs Sheila M., 7 St Vincent Street, EH3 6SW.
Boyes, Prof. John, 12 Kingsburgh Road, EH12 6DZ.
Boyes, Mr John, 6 Greenbank Row, EHlO SSY.
Boyne, Mrs Margaret R., 203 Drum Brae Drive, EH4 7SW.
Brebner, Miss A. J., 4 Ainslie Place, EH3 6AR.
Brighton, Mrs Helen M. G., 26 Burndene Drive, Straiton, EH20 9NR.
Brockie, Miss Ruby, 16 Craigleith Crescent, EH4 3JL.
Brown, DrBernardJ., 507Lanark Road West, Balemo, Midlothian, EH14 7AJ.
Brown, Fergus J. M., The Elms, Eshiels, Peebles, EH45 8NA.
Brown, Harry, and Family, 28 CraighouseAvenue, EHlO SLN.
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Brown, Mrs Jean H., 32 Drumsheugh Gardens, EH3 7RN.
Bruce, Miss Ellen R., 19 West Craigs Avenue, EH12 8LZ.
Bruce, lain, 2A Charles Street, Oxford, OX4 3AS.
Buchanan, Mr W. K., and Family, 7 Bonaly Crescent, EH13 ONE.
Butchart, Miss Jean, "The Barn", Horse Lane Orchard, Ledbury, HR8 lPP.
Byrom, Mrs C. M., 2 Spring Gardens, EH8 8HX.
CADELL, Mr and Mrs P. M., 11A Tipperlinn Road, EHlO SET.
Cameron, The Hon. Lord and Lady, 28 Moray Place, EH3 6BX.
Cameron, Miss Margaret R., 7 Traquair Park West, EH12 7 AN.
Cameron, W. B., 4 Grosvenor Street, EH12 SEG.
Campbell, Mr A. D., and Mrs M. Gordon, 22 RothesayTerrace, EH3 7RY.
Campbell, Mr D. A., 1 GrantonGrove, EH51AU.
Campbell, Mrs Evelyn M., Meadowfield Cottage, Cluny Place, EHlO 4RJ.
Campbell, Mrs M. J.M., 4 Dovecot Loan, EH142LT.
Campbell, Mrs N. H., 38B High Street, Innerleithen, Peeblesshire, EH44 6HF.
Cant, Mr Malcolm, 13 Green bank Row, EHlO SSY.
Carnie, Miss Joan, 3/1 Brown's Close, 65 Canongate, EH8 8BY.
Catford, Mr and Mrs E. F., 59 Learmonth Grove, EH4 lBL.
Cavaye, Miss Cecilia C., 40 Durham Terrace, EHlS lQJ.
Cavaye, Mr and MrsJ. Stanley, 40 Durham Terrace, EH151QJ.
Cavers, Mrs H. M., 8 St John's Crescent, EH126NX.
Chandler, Ms Lynn, 13 Drummond Street, EH8 9TU.
Clark, Dr F. R., 10 Lomond Road, EHS 3JR.
Clifford, Mr and Mrs James, 24/10 Caledonian Crescent, EH112AJ.
Cochran, Prof. W., 71 Clermiston Road, EH12 6UY.
Cochrane, J. Douglas, and Family, 76 Newbattle Terrace, EHlO 4SA.
Colthart, Miss J. C., 8 Ivanhoe Crescent, EH16 6AU.
Cooper, Mr and Mrs G. A., 12 Brunstane Road, EH152EY.
Cormack, Dr E. A., 199 St John's Road, Corstorphine, EH12 7SL.
Cormack, Dr Jack, 2 Manse Road, Corstorphine, EH12 7SN.
Cory, Mrs Kathleen B., 4 Brunstane Road, Joppa, EH15 2EY.
Coutts, Thomas G., 6 Heriot Row, EH3 6HU.
Coventry, Mr C. S., Flat 3, 3 James's Court, Lawn market.
Cowper, Miss Alexandrina, 32 Balgreen Avenue, EH12 SSU.
Craik, Mr and Mrs R. G., 9 York Road, Trinity, EHS 3EJ.
Cramond, R. D., 13 Braid Hills Avenue, EH106LH.
Cruft, Miss Catherine H., 15 Momingside Place, EHlO SER.
Cruikshank, Miss I., 8 St John's Crescent, EH12 6NX.
Cunningham, Mrs Agnes M., 137 Morrison Street, EH3 8AJ.
Cunningham, Ian R., 11 Blinkbonny Road, EH4 3NY.
DALE, Mr and MrsJoHN, 4 Shore Road, Kirk Michael, Isle of Man.
Davenport, Mr Iain Wm., 3 Riselaw Crescent, EHlO 6HJ.
Davidson, Miss E. H. S., 30 Coillesdene Crescent, EH15 2SS.
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Davidson, S., 19 Silverknowes Place, EH4 SLP.
Deane, Mr E. W., 306 Gilmerton Road, EHl 7 7PR.
de Grouchy, Mr Philip M., 24 Burlington Road, The Polygon, Southampton.
de Jean, Miss Lesley, 18 Fettes Row, EH3 6RH.
Dey, William G., 17 CraigmountView, EH12 8BS.
Dickson, William, 13 Moray Place, EH3 6DT.
Dimelow, Mr Drummond N., and Mrs Jessie Dimelow, 33 Northfield Farm Avenue, EH8 7QY.
Dingwall, Mrs E. C., 6 Kew Terrace, EH12 SJE.
Docherty, MrsL., 14Joppa Road, EH15 2EU.
Donaldson, Mrs., 23 Torphichen Street, EH3 8HX.
Donaldson, Prof. Gordon, 6 Pan Ha', Dysart, Fife, KYl 2TL.
Duff, Miss E. M. W., Flat 2, Deborah House, 2 Mansionhouse Road, EH9 lTZ.
Dunbar, J. G., Patie's Mill, Carlops, by Penicuik, Midlothian, EH26 9ND.
Duncan, Prof., and Mrs A. S., 1 Walker Street, EH3 7JY.
Duncan, Mrs Elizabeth S., 30 Bonaly Drive, EH13 0HB.
Dunlop, Rev. Dr A. Ian, 11 Bellevue Place, EH7 4BS.
Dunn, Mr Arthur, 2 Marionville Avenue, EH7 6AS.
EASTWOOD, Dr and Mrs M., and Family, Hill House, North Queensferry, Fife.
Elliot, Mrs Margaret, 39 lnver!eith Place, EH3 SQD.
Evans, Mr and Mrs C. D., 1 Netherby Road, EHS 3LW.
Evans, Mrs Lesley J. K., 20 Gilmour Road, EH16 SNT.
FAIRLEY, Miss JEAN G., Tyne Lodge, 131 Grange Loan, EH9 2HP.
Farquharson, Miss Nora H., 55 Learmonth Court, EH41PD.
Farr, Miss Vera M., 44 Balcarres Street, EHlO SJG.
Ferguson, Mrs Millicent M., 6 St Andrew's Drive, Uphall, West Lothian, EH52 6BX.
Ferguson, Mr Neil A., 6 St Andrew's Drive, Uphall, West Lothian, EHS2 6BX.
Fiddes, Mrs Delys V., 9 Braid Mount, EHlO 6JP.
Field, Mr John, and Mrs Betty, 33 Dundas Street, EH3 6QQ.
Finlayson, Mr and Mrs John K., 9 Hill Street, EH23JP.
Fisher, Ian, 33 Bellfield Street, EH15 2BR.
Flemington, Mr and Mrs Robert R., 3 Merchiston Bank Gardens, EHlO SEB.
Fletcher, Miss Sheila, University of Edinburgh, Old College, South Bridge, EH8 9YL.
Ford, Mr David, 6 Clerwood Bank, EH12 8PZ.
Fordyce, Mr and Mrs William, 309 Mountcastle Drive North, EHlS lNN.
Fox, R. A., 137 Whitson Road, EH113BP.
Fraser, Dr Andrew, 21 Warriston Crescent, EH3 SLB.
Fraser, Mr and Mrs Barclay S., 59 Cramond Glebe Road, EH4 6NT.
GADDIE, Miss MARY BELL, 10/31 Argyle Park Terrace, EH9 UY.
Gall, Miss Mary R., 4 Allan Park Loan, EHl 4 lLG.
Galloway, Mr Charles N., and Mrs Olivia H. Galloway, 14 Hawkhead Crescent, EH16 6LR.
Gauld, Mr I. K., and Mrs J., 57 Newington Road, EH91QW.
Gavine, Dr David M., 29 Coillesdene Crescent, EH15 2JJ.
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Gibb, Miss Hilda M., 76 Great King Street, EH3 6QU.
Gibbins, Ms Helen, 2 Douglas Crescent, EH12 5BB.
Gibbs, Mr and Mrs Ronald P., 13 Inveralmond Drive, EH4 6JX.
Gillanders, Mr Richard J., 6 Craigcrook Terrace, EH4 3QN.
Gillon, Mrs Phyllis, 1 Queen's Road, EH4 2BY.
Gilmour, Mrs Marguerite M., 205 Baberton Mains Drive, EH14 3EL.
Glass, Douglas A., 23 Blinkbonny Road, EH4 3HY.
Glass, Mrs Isobel L., 114 Saughton Road North, EH12 7DR.
Gordon, Dr Nicholas H., 4 Laverockbank Terrace, EH5 3BJ.
Gordon, Mr William M., 57 Captain's Road, EH17 8HP.
Gordon, Dr Peter, Curriebank, 105 Lanark Road West, Currie, EH14 5LB.
Govan, Mr J., and Mrs M., 19 Park Avenue, EH15 lJT.
Gove, Mr Alexander, 153 Morningside Drive, EH105LG.
Grant, Mr Douglas, 2 Pentland Road, EH13 OJA.
Grant, Miss J., 48 Hill park Wood, EH4 7SZ.
Grant, Mrs Mary, 11 Corslet Road, Currie, EHl 4 5LZ.
Grant, Mr R., and Mrs E. M., "Craig Elachaidh", 53 The Hennings, New Sauchie, nr. Alloa.
Gray, Mrs Eleanor A. 0., 13 Eildon Street, EH3 5JU.
Gray, Mr John G., 7 Kilgraston Road, EH9 2DW.
Gray, Dr Wm., and Mrs C. E., 4 Argyle Crescent, EH15 2QD.
Green, A. McWatt, 7 Craiglockhart Park, EH14 lER.
Greig, Miss C. Ena, 7 Cramond Terrace, EH4 6PW.
Guild, Miss Jean R., 20 Grange Crescent, EH9 2EH.
HARE, MrS. J., 18 BroombankTerrace, EH12 7NY.
Harkins, Miss Hannah, 11 CraigcrookTerrace, EH43GN.
Hart, Mrs Katherine R., 3 Belgrave Gardens, EH12 6NE.
Hart, Mrs B. S., and Family, 15 Dean Terrace, EH41PL.
Hay, Dr George, 29 Moray Place, EH3 6BT.
Hedderwick, Mrs Ruth, 40/41 Drummond Place, EH3 6NR.
Heddle, R. G., and Family, 9 Moston Terrace, EH9 2DE.
Henderson, Miss Moira C., 24 Bellevue Road, Banff, AB41BJ.
Henderson, Mr Richard S., 10/33 Cameron Crescent, Dalkeith Road, EH16 SLB.
Henshall, Miss A. S., 46 Findhorn Place, EH9 2NS.
Honywill, Mrs Elizabeth, 26 Burndene Drive, Straiton, Midlothian, EH20 9NR.
Horn, Miss Barbara L. H., 8 Great Stuart Street, EH3 7TN.
Hume, J.B., 24 Cherry Tree Gardens, Balerno, Midlothian, EH14 5SP.
Humphrey, Mrs E. I., 2 Grierson Square, EH5 2AS.
Hunter, Mrs Margaret S., 51 Learmonth Avenue, EH41BT.
Hurley, Mr and Mrs R., lA Douglas Gardens, EH4 3DA.
Husband, Mrs Lorna, 7 Charterhall Grove, EH9 3HU.
Hynd, Miss E., 30 Eldindean Road, Bonnyrigg, Midlothian, EH19 2HJ.
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JACK, Mrs ANNIE, 26 Bryce Crescent, Currie, EH14 5LL.
Jamieson, Dr Alexander, 24 Swanston Gardens, EHlO 7DL.
Jamieson, Miss G. G. D., 27 Merchiston Crescent, EHlO SAJ.
Jamieson, Miss MenieM., 18 Napier Road, EHlO SAY.
Johnston, Miss M. E. B., 6/3 Hermiston Court, Sighthill Bank, EHl l 4AZ.
Jones, J. A ., and A. L. P., 34 Blinkbonny Road, EH4 3HX.
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KERR, Mr W., and Mrs E ., 3 Learmonth Park, EH41BY.
Kidd, Miss Jane, 17 Coates Crescent, EH3 7AF.
Kinnear, Robert Ian, 18 Dovecot Park, EH14 21N.
Kirk, Miss Grace M., 15 Strathearn Road, EH9 2AE.
LAMOND, JESSIE B., 26 Howdenhall Loan, EH16 6UY.
Latto, Mrs, 52 Falcon Court, EHlO 4AF.
Law, Alex., 20 Seton Place, EH9 2JT.
Law, T. S., 1 Westgarth Avenue, EH13 OBB.
Lawrie, W. P., 1 Corstorphine Hill Road, EH12 6JZ.
Lee, Mrs Margaret, 20 Greenbank Drive, EHlO SRE.
Leitch, Mr and Mrs R., 4B Belford Park, EH4 3DP.
Lennie, Mrs Isabella, 11 Clarence Street, EH3 SAE.
Liddle, Miss Helen, 3 Corstorphine House Terrace, EH12 7 AE.
Lowther, C. P., 15 Lennox Street, EH41QB.
Lumsden, Mr and Mrs D. W., 32 Buckstone Loan East, Fairmilehead, EHlO 6XD.
Lyburn, Mrs Joan, 4 Cumlodden Avenue, EH12 6DR.
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lRvINE, IAN R., 8 Bangholm Avenue, EH5 3AS.
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MAcALPINE, Dr and MrsJ. H., 68 St John's Road, EH128AT.
MacAskill, Mr Iain R., Plovers, Cockle Square, Aberlady, East Lothian.
MacDiarmid, Miss I., 140 Rose Street, EH2 3JD.
MacDonald, Mrs H., c/o Heron, 6 Tay Street, EHl 1 lEA.
MacDonald, Mr and Mrs John, 34 Ferniehill Road, EH177 AF.
MacDonald, Mr Norman, 91 Netherby Road, EH5 3LR.
McDougall, Miss Sheena M., 47 Kingsknowe Drive, EH14 2JY.
McFadd, Mr Eric, 13 Barnton Park Place, EH4 6ET.
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