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AN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY SURVIVAL: 

THE WAGERING CLUB, 1775 

T ORD ROSEBERY, in the course of his address to the 
L members of the Old Edinburgh Club, at their annual 

meeting, when moving the adoption of the first 
Annual Report, adverted to the lack o:f detailed information 
regarding many of the old social clubs which bulked so 
largely in the social life of Edinburgh during the eighteenth 
century. His Lordship pointed out that although these now 
defunct clubs were innumerable, and must have possessed 
records in some shape or form, no attempt had been made 
towards · the publication of any of these records, and he 
added that if such records could be :found and placed at the 
disposal of the Club, it might be well to print and preserve 
them. 

Now it so happens that although all, or nearly all, the 
social clubs which flourished in Edinburgh during the end of 
the eighteenth and well on into the first quarter of the nine­
teenth century have disappeared, there still exists one, 'The 
Wagering Club,' which had a unique and vigorous existence 
in the eighteenth century, and still flourishes on the lines of 
its original constitution. Its records, moreover, have been 
carefully inscribed and preserved. Many of these have an old­
world flavour, and it may therefore interest our readers to 
know something of the history, character, and objects of this 
survival of old Edinburgh social life and customs. 

The Wagering Club was :founded in January 1775. This 
was within a few months after the death of Robert Fergusson, 
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who was himself a member of ' The Cape Club,' the praises · 
of which he sung in his poem of 'Auld Reekie.' That club 
is described at some length in Wilson's Memorials of 
Edinburgh! and it is also referred to, along with a 
number of other similar clubs, in Chambers's Traditions of 
Edinburgh.2 

The general characteristics and purposes of all these clubs 
are too well known to require any description here. Readers 
of the social histories of the period, and of Sir Walter Scott's 
°":Y lJ!_annerirl!J, must be familiar with the kind of revelry and 
high Jmks which were the leading features of all or most of 
these clubs, varying only in minor particulars. Their main 
object was social amusement, relaxation from ordinary 
duties, combined with a good deal of licence, junketing, 
and an entire freedom from conventionality as now 
regarded. 

While most of the clubs referred to appear to have held 
!heir convivial meetings at short intervals or at irregular times, 
Just as the members happened to forgather at some well­
known tavern or familiar howff, the Wagering Club started 
its existence on quite different and on well-defined lines. The 
first passage in its ' Constitution and Laws,' under date 
20th January 1775, recorded in the minute-book of the club 
runs thus :- ' 

' Those whose names are annexed having resolved to promote 
friendly and social intercourse by a convivial meeting to be held on 
the last Saturday of January yearly, under the title of The Wagering 
Club, agree to the following Rules for that Institution.' 

Then follow the rules and regulations along with the names of 
the original members, twelve in number. These regulations 
indicate the general characteristics of the club, and they are 
still, with only slight modifications, adhered to as its funda­
mental constitution and regulations. 

1 Vol. ii. p. 16. ' Vol. ii. p. 237 et B<q. 
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REGULATIONS. 

1775. 
1st. The number of the Members shall not exceed Thirty. 
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2nd. In case a Member shall withdraw, or decline attendance, another 
may be introduced, on the recommendation of any three of 
the remaining members. 

3rd. The Preses shall be changed at each meeting, and the chair, as 
much as possible, supplied in rotation by the Junior Members. 

4th. ThePresesof tqeoneannual m~eting shall be Croupier at the next. 
The Member appointed Preses shall have the exclusive power 
of fixing the place of meeting, and ordering the entertainment, 
have the custody of the sealed record of the Bets laid for the 
ensuing year, and roll of Members annually made up, and shall 
beobliged to give ten days' previous notice to every Member on 
that roll of the time and place of next meeting. 

5th. The great object being to keep up acquaintance and promote 
mirth and good-fellowship, the Bets laid shall not exceed the 
value of one bottle wine or half a mutchkin of punch for each 
person wagering. 

6th. Should any on the roll, being in Town and in health, not attend 
the mqeting, nor empower a Member to clear off his Bets, he 
shall be considered as withdrawing, and his name omitted in 
the list annually made up. 

7th. One Bet to be laid for the ensuing year after reading out each 
Bet of the preceding, and all Bets and forfeitures to be in­
stantly paid. 

8th. Should any Bet be so expressed as to be unintelligible, or not 
have a specific alternative, both the parties and the Clerk shall 
incur a forfeiture. In all cases the majority of those present 
shall decide. ' 

9th. Each intrant to pay to the amount of a Bet at the first meeting 
he attends, and should any Member not lose one Bet at any 
meeting, he shall pay a forfeiture of equal amount, and all 
Bets and forfeitures shall go in aid of the Bill. 

10th. The Bill shall be called at ten o'clock in the evening, proportioned, 
paid, finally settled, and the next Preses nominated before the 
meeting closes or breaks up. 

llth. That none shall be appointed Preses and custodier of the Roll 
and Bets for the next annual meeting, unless the Member so 
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appointed be present at sealing up the Roll and Bets for the 
ensuing year. 

(Signed) 

Jwrmwry 20th, 1775. 

WILLIAM MuIRHED, Brushmaker, 
HUGH PRINGLE, Farmer, Woolmet. 
WILLIAM GILLESPIE, Merchant. 
JAMES Bowrn, Grocer. 
JOHN HUTCHISON, Merchant. 
Joos JOLLIE, Writer. 
JAMES FYFFE, Merchant. 
ALEXANDER ZEIGLER, Jeweller. 
GEORGE JOLLIE, Taylor. 
JAMES BROWN, Staymaker. 
BAIN WHYT, Writer. 
JAMES SIMPSON, Bookseller. 

The progress of the club from that time has been a gradual 
growth modified by the changing conditions, to some extent, 
in the social habits of the community. To compare small 
things with great, it may be said of the club what Freeman 
says of the British constitution, that its changes have not 
been by ' bringing in of anything wholly . new, but by the 
development and improvement of something that was already 
old.' In the history of the Wagering Club, as I shall show, 
there have been, in the midst of minor alterations, a regular 
continuity of purpose and an unbroken line of sentiment in 
its character. In January 1828, the date of the annual 
meeting was changed from the last Saturday in January to 
the last Monday of that month in each year, and, has so 
continued since. Saturday night, at the date of the institu­
tion of the club, appears to have been a favourite time for 
such meetings. It will be remembered that it was on a Saturday 
night Colonel Mannering found Pleydell at his club. 

The founder of the club was Bain Whyt, whose name 
appears second last on the list just quoted. At the date of 
its institution he was about twenty-eight years of age and was 
practising as a Writer in the city. He had served an ap­
prenticeship with a Mr. Robert Jamieson, a W.S., but he was 
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not admitted as a member of the W.S. Society until 10th March 
1789. He appears to have attained a position of some promin­
ence in the social life and public affairs of the city in his time. 
When the Edinburgh Volunteers of 1794 were embodied, he 
was appointed a lieutenant in the regiment, and his name 
appears first on the list of lieutenants printed in Kay's Edin­
burgh Portraits.' His contemporaries must have regarded him 
as a gentleman of ability and force of character, for he was, 
shortly after the above date, promoted to the rank of captain 
in his regiment, and appointed to the responsible position of 
adjutant of the corps. In that capacity he drew up and 
signed the somewhat famous and interesting regimental 
orders which were issued to his regiment in October 1803, 
and which are printed at length in Cockburn's Memorials of 
his own Time. 2 Whyt died on 26th December 1818 and was 
buried in the West Church burying-ground, where a monument, 
still standing, was erected to his memory bearing the following 
inscription :-

SACRED 
TO THE MEMORY OF 

BAIN WHYT, ESQ"· 
WRITER TO THE SIGNET 

whose 
Happy flow of humour 

moral worth and genuine Kindness 
endeared 

him to all his friends 
whose 

Integrity, soundness of judgment 
and accuracy in business 

.. secured 
him general confidence and respect 

whose 

1 VoL i. p. 237. 

Public spirit displayed 
in perilous times 

entitled 
him to the gratitude of his 

country. 

He died 26th December 1818 
Aged 71 years. 

u 
• P. 187. 

i i 
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As already explained, the date of meeting was changed, 
in 1828, from the last Saturday in January to the last Monday 
in that month, and the annual meetings have since been held 
continuously on the last Monday of January in each year 
down to the present time, with the single exception of the year 
1901, when the meeting was abandoned in consequence of the 
death of Her Majesty Queen Victoria on 22nd January of 
that year. 

The preses or chairman of each meeting had, and still has, 
•· the right of fixing the place for holding the annual meeting, 

and the records contain a complete list of the various taverns 
and hotels in which the meetings were held. This list is 
interesting in so far as it indicates in some degree the growth 
and change in the social habits and conditions of Edinburgh 
life in the advancing years. The meeting for the year 1776, 
being the first annual meeting after the institution of the club 
in 1775, was held in 'Matthew Thomson's Tavern, Old Post 
House Close,' and the following meetings were held in the same 
tavern down to the year 1779. Thereafter the meetings were 
held, down to the year 1856, in one or other of the following 
taverns or hotels. It may be explained in passing that, as 
in the first instance, the meetings were held in the same 
tavern for several years in succession, and this will account 
for some apparent blanks in the dates given in the following 
list, viz. :-

1780. Mrs. Laing's Tavern, Don's Close. 
1781. Stewart's Tavern, Fish Mercat. 
1787. Sommer's Tavern. 
1789. Heron's Tavern, Cowgate. 
1790. Fortune's Tavern. 
17·93_ Metcali's Tavern. 
1798. Hunter's Tavern, Writers' Court. 
1803. Baldchild's King's Arms Tavern. 
1804. Fortune's Tavern, Princes Street. 
1808. Ferguson's Tavern, Seller's Close. 
1809. M'Ewen's Tavern, Royal Exchange. 
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1810. Walker's Hotel, Princes Street. 
1814. Lord Nelson Tavern, Adam Square. 
1819. Young's Tavern, Jackson's Close. 
1825. Douglas Hotel, St. Andrew Square. 
1828. Black Bull Hotel, Catherine Street. 
1829. Waterloo Hotel, (Steventon). 
1833. London Hotel, St. Andrew Square. 
1834. Exchange Coffee-House. 
1841. Cafe Royal, West Register Street, Dewar's. 
1856. Rainbow Hotel, North Bridge, Anderson's. 
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It will thus be seen that the exodus of the club from the 
old town to the new was a gradual process, and that the old 
town place of meeting was reluctantly abandoned, and the 
new hotels finally adopted only, after some experimental 
returns, to the older haunts. · During the period of transition, 
middle-class society in Edinburgh had begun to cease to sup 
and had elected to dine late. Since the last date above 
mentioned the meetings have been held in one or other of the 
modern hotels in the New Town. 

The membership of the club has been recruited from almost 
every section of the community. Lawyers, accountants, 
artists, architects, learned doctors, merchants, shipowners, 
farmers, printers, bankers, tanners, and master tradesmen 
in every branch of business, so that its constitution has been 
based on a thoroughly broad and democratic footing, the 
only condition of membership being that the candidate should 
be possessed of the spirit of good-fellowship. By the authority 
of the committee at varying intervals, permission has, from 
time to time, been granted to members to bring with them to 
the annual gathering one or more guests, a favour eagerly 
sought for, and a guest so introduced at one meeting became 
ipso facto a member of the club thereafter so long as he com­
plied with its regulations. 1 

As time went on, the membership of the club thus in-

1 The members enrolled from first to last number about 800 in all. 
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creased greatly until now, when it stands at over 125, which 
speaks strongly for its vitality and popularity. 

It may be mentioned in passing that the office of chair­
man has been held by many prominent citizens. Judges of 
the Court of Session, sheriffs, and members of all the legal 
bodies, artists, doctors of divinity, professors, architects, 
merchants, and others eminent in various walks of life have 
occupied the position of chairman, and their names are duly 
recorded in the minutes. The alternation of chairman from 
a member of the professional class in one year to a member 
of the commercial class in the next year, and so on throughout, 
is yet another illustration of the broad, comprehensive char­
acter of the membership of the club. 

The bets or wagers which gave the club its distinctive 
title were, and are, conducted on an entirely novel and 
peculiar principle. The winners of wagers made no profit 
on their bets, and received no money. The stakes, as above 
explained, were of very limited amount. Those who lost 
had to pay the sum of one shilling, but it did not go into the 
pocket of the winners, but into the common fund of the club. 
Out of this fund the ordinary expenses of management, 
usually very trifling, were met. From time to time the com­
mittee have been enabled to contribute grants to some of the 
public charities and philanthropic institutions in the city. 
The method of conducting the bets is as follows :-Lists 
of the selected bets containing two columns for signatures, 
the one for affirmative and the other for negaMve, are circu­
lated at the meeting, and each member enters his name in 
one or other of the columns. When the lists are fully signed 
they are enclosed in sealed packets, which are reopened by 
the president and committee on the eve of the next annual 
meeting of the club, when the bets are decided and the fines 
and losses paid and collected. 

Naturally various changes have been made in regard to 
many details in connection with the club arrangements in 
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addition to the alteration of the date of the annual meeting . . 
The number of bets at each meeting has been reduced, and the 
fines to be imposed for delinquencies, real or imaginary, have 
been altered. Thus the stakes have been changed from' the 
value of a bottle of wine or half a mutchkin of punch,' as 
originally fixed, to the sum of one shilling for each bet, and 
the number · of wagers prescribed for each meeting, which 
originally mounted up to twelve or fifteen, and in the earlier 
years were never less than six, were, in 1850, reduced to four 
in number. One of these four referred to the minimum price 
of consols on a fi:l\ed date immediately before the next meeting, 
and another to the average price of wheat in the Edinburgh 
Market on the Wednesday immediately preceding the next 
ensuing meeting of the club. Those two bets have ever since 
remained as standard wagers in each year, and from the 
records the average price of wheat in the Edinburgh Market, 
and the price of consols in January of each year can be ascer­
tained 'from the minute-book. In the earlier years of the 
club the grain wager referred to the average price of meal 
!n the Edinburgh Market per boll in place of wheat per 
quarter, which of itself indicated a change in the national fare 
of the community. 

The remaining two bets were, and are, now confined, as 
most of the earlier bets were, to (1) matters of national, inter­
national, or imperial importance, and (2) to subjects of local, 
social, or personal interest. It is impossible within the limits 
at our disposal to enumerate all, or even a large proportion 
of the many subjects, interesting historically or otherwise, 
though many of them be, with which the bets deal, through­
out the long period of the club's existence. I must, therefore, 
content myself with making a limited selection of those best 
calculated to give some idea of the general character of the 
wagers from time to time. From one of the earliest minutes 
(1781) I select the following typical examples. The report is 
imperfect inasmuch as it does not record the decision arrived 
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at in, at least, the first four bets. The s
0

ame defect is found in 
a number of the bets during succeeding years; and in making 
selections I have, for the most part, taken the wagers which 
have had the decision recorded in the minutes. 

Saturday, 27th January 1781. 
STEWART'S TAVERN, FISH MERCAT. 

MR. HUGH PRINGLE, Preses. 
No. 

1. That William Miller, Esqr., shall be the sitting member for the 
City of Edinburgh during the present Parliament, and that his 
election shall be declared before next meeting. He was not. 

2. That Deacon Robert Phin's election shall be declared illegal before 
next meeting. · It was not. 

3. That the Resolution privateer shall by prizes pay herself and. in­
demnify the subscribers to her outfit before the 1st January 1782. 

She did not. 
4. That the island of Ceylon shall be taken from the Dutch by the 

British forces, and that· accounts to that effect shall be received 
before the next meeting. It was not taken. 

5. That Miss Jardine shall be married before the 1st January 1782. 
6. That Miss Mary Currie shall be married before the 1st January 1782. 
7. That Lord George Gordon shall not be acquitted upon his trial at 

London. He was acquitted. 
8- That Miss Marion or Menie Selkrig shall be married before the 

1st of January 1782. She was not. 
9. That there shall be a cessation of hostilities between Great Britain 

and the Dutch before the 1st August 1781. There was none. 

Many matters of historical interest, both imperial and 
local, have been the subject of wagers during the succeeding 
years ; and as indicative of the national, international, and 
political questions attracting general public attention at 
various periods throughout the earlier history of the club, I 
cull the following additional examples from the minutes :-

1783. 
That the preliminaries toward a general peace shall be signed and 

accounts to that effect arrive in Edinburgh before the next 
meeting. Peace concluded. 

' 
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That Mr. Chancellor Pitt shall propose and carry his intended motion · 
for a more equal representation of the people in Parliament before 
next year. He did not. 

1784. 
That the Honble. Charles James Fox shall be a member of administra-

tion before 1st April next. He was not. 

1786. 
That Mr. Pitt shall be Prime Minister of Great Britain before next 

meeting. He was. 
1788. 

That before the next meeting Mr. Hastings shall be acquitted of the 
charges brought against him in the House of Lords. 

He was not. 
1792. 

That France shall be invaded during this year. It was. 
That the Duchess of York shall have issue before 20th January 

1793. She had not. 
That Mrs. Fitzherbert shall not be publicly known as resident in 

London on the 20th January 1793. (No note.) 

1795. 
That Great Britain shall be at war with France before next meeting. 

She was. 
1798. 

That Buonaparte shall not be alive or known to be in existence on 
26th January 1799. He was. 

1799. 
That the French forces shall attempt a descent on 'Great Britain or 

Ireland and put some troops on shore before 1st January next. 

1800. 
That there shall be an Imperial Parliament for the three kingdoms 

of England, Scotland, and Ireland before next meeting called in 
consequence of their union. There was. 

That Buonaparte shall be alive at neirt meeting. 1 He was. 

1 This bet was repeated every year afterwards until 1822, when the ans,ver is 
recorded. He was dead. 
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1808. 
That there shall be peace between Great Britain and France before 

next meeting. No peace. 
That the Prince and Princess of Wales shall be reconciled and living 

together before next meeting. They were not. 

1811. 
That Great Britain and America shall be at declared war before next 

meeting. Not. 
1814. 

That Great Britain and America shall be at peace by next meeting. 
Peace, but not finally ratified. 

1818. 
That the Scottish Crown shall not be found in the investigation about 

to be proceeded with respecting the ancient Regalia of Scotland. 
It was. 

1825. 
That Louis the Eighteenth of France shall be alive at next meeting. 

He was not. 
1829. 

That the Right Honble. Robt. Peel shall be Premier of the adminis-
tration at next meeting. He was not. 

1830. 
That the Duke of Wellington shall be Premier of the administration 

at next meeting. He was. 
1832. 

That Poland shall be an independent state at next meeting. 
She was not. 

1834. 
That Earl Grey shall be Premier at the date of the next meeting. 

He was. 
1836. 

That the five great Powers of Europe shall be at peace with each other 
at date of next meeting. They were. 

1837. 
Whether the present war in Spain betwixt Don Carlos and the Queen 

of Spain shall be at an end before next meeting. 
It was not. 
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1838. 
That Parliament shall be dissolved before next meeting. 

1839. 
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It was. 

That Lord Melbourne shall be Premier at date of next meeting. 
He was. 

1840. 
Shall Queen Victoria be married before the next meeting of the club 1 

She was not. 
1841. 

The Queen having signified her intention of allying herself in marriage 
with Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg, shall she have given birth to 
a living child before the date of next meeting 1 

Her Majesty has-to a Princess. 

1842. 
Will Her Majesty have a son betwixt and next meeting of the club 1 

Her Majesty has had a Prince. 

It is important to bear in mind that the bets were made 
in- the January of the year preceding the dates as given in 
every instance when the results of the wagers were determined 
and recorded. 

Turning to purely local affairs, and to what may be de­
scribed as personal or society matters in Edinburgh extend­
ing over a period prior to the middle of last century, the 
following may be taken as typical specimens of wagers of 
this class running through the whole period of the club's 
existence from first to last. Interesting as those above 
narrated are in relation to general historical events, those of 
a local nature are even more interesting in connection with 
the objects of the pre~ent club, viz. to preserve matters of 
interest in the local social history of the city. · 

1780. 
That the Trained Bands of Edinburgh shall be armed under public 

authority with firearms and military accoutrements within 
twelve months. They were not. 

X 
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That Miss Halket, niece of the late Miss Fletcher, shall be married in 
the course of the year. She was not. 

1782. 
That James Hunter Blair, Esq., shall be Lord Provost of Edinburgh 

at Michaelmas election, 1782. He was not. 
That a Toll-bar shall be erected betwixt Edinburgh and Musselburgh 

beyond Jock's Lodge before 20th January 1783. It was not. 

1783. 
That Miss Jane Campbell Blythswood shall be married before 25th 

January 1784. She was not. 
1784. 

That James Stirling, Esq., shall be Lord Provost of Edinburgh at the 
Michaelmas election, 1784. 

He was not. James Hunter Blair was. 
That Robert Dundas of Arniston shall not be Lord President of the 

Court of Session in January 1785. He was. 
That Mr. Robert Walker, minister of Cramond, shall repent of his 

accepting a presentation to the Church of Canongate before 
January 1785. Decided he did not. 

1785. 
That the Countess of Sutherland shall be married before 20th 

January 1786. She was. 
That the South Bridge shall be fixed upon so as to be carried into 

execution by the 20th January 1786. It was. 

1786. 
That Mr. William Nairne, Advocate, shall be appointed to supply the 

present vacancy in the Court of Session betwixt and 20th 
January 1787. He was. 

That Mr. Archibald MacDowall shall be Lord Provost of Edinburgh 
at the Michaelmas election, 1787. 

He was not. John Grieve was Provost. 
That a bill shall be brought in during the present Session of Parlia-

ment for removing the Luckenbooths. It was not. 
That Mr. Mackenzie of Port Patrick shall be presented to the present 

vacancy in the Greyfriars Church, Edinburgh, before 20th January 
next. He was not. 
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1787. 

163 

That the plan for the improvement of the harbour of Leith shall be 
begun to be put in execution before 1st January 1788. 

It was not. 
That before next meeting good claret shall be sold as cheap as good 

port ·now is. It was not. 
That none of the areas of South Bridge Street to the south of the Cow­

gate Arch shall be sold so high as £1900, the price of the cheapest 
lot or area already sold to the north of that Arch. 

None did. 
That Miss Penelope Macdonald Clanronald shall be married before 

next meeting. She was not. 
1788. 

That the members of the College of Justice shall before next meeting 
be subjected in Burgh taxes as inhabitants of Edinburgh. 

They were not. 
That a spire for the Church of St. Cuthbert's shall be begun before 

next meeting. It was not. 
1789. 

That Sir Henry Moncreiffe shall be appointed Almoner for Scotland 
before next meeting. He was not. 

1792. 
That Bailie George Kinnear shall be married to Miss Robertson before 

next meeting. He was not. 
That Stephen Kemble shall be tacksman or acting manager of the 

Theatre Royal, Edinburgh, by next meeting. He was not. 
That Miss Hamilton of Bangour shall be married before next meeting. 

She was. 
1795. 

That William Creech shall be a member of the Town Council of Edin-
burgh at Michaelmas 1795. (No note.) 

1796. 
That Count D'Artois shall be resident in Edinburgh or Holyrood House 

on 28th January next. He was. 
1800. 

That one of the four Royal Edinburgh Volunteer Regiments now 
embodied shall be disbanded before this day twelve months. 

None were. 
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1804. 
That James Jackson, Esq., shall be Lord Provost of the City of Edin-

burgh at first election. He was not. 
1806. 

That Mr. Robert Blair shall neither be Solicitor-General nor Lord 
Advocate of Scotland at next meeting. 

He was neither. 
1807. 

That Mr. John Clerk shall not be Solicitor-General at next meeting. 
He was not. 

1808. 
That Deacon Auchterlonie shall be Deacon Convener of the Trades of 

Edinburgh at the next meeting. He was. 

1810. 
That Miss Ramsay, daughter of Mr. David Ramsay, Courant Office, 

shall be married before next meeting. She was not. 

1812. 
That Miss Ramsay, eldest of Barnton, shall be married before next 

meeting. She was not. 
1813. 

That of the unmarried members of the club one shall be married before 
next meeting. None. 

1814. 
That the Wellington Bridge, in continuation of Princes Street over 

the Calton, shall be in progress under authority previous to 
next meeting. It was. 

1815. 
That the Most Noble the Marquis of Bute shall be married before this 

day twelvemonth. He was not. 
1819. 

That Miss Dewar, eldest of Vogrie, shall be married before next 
meeting. She was not, 

That there shall be a vacancy on the bench of the Court of Session. 
There was a vacancy. 

1822. 
That Miss Allan, eldest of Hillside, shall be married before next 

meeting. She was not. 
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1826. 
That there shall be a vacancy on the bench of the Court of Session 

before next meeting. There was. Lord Medwyn new Judge. 

1831. 
That the keystone of the centre arch of King George's Bridge over the 

Cowgate shall be fixed before next meeting. It was not. 

1832. 
That a railway betwixt Edinburgh and Glasgow shall be commenced 

before next meeting. It was not. 
That Lady Margaret Douglas Scott, sister of the D.uke of Buccleuch, 

shall be married before next meeting. She was not. 

1834. 
That Francis Jeffrey shall be Lord Advocate at the date of next 

meeting. He was. 
1835. 

That a ship will be direct from China to Leith before next meeting. 
There was not. 

1836. 
That the required accommodation for steam-vessels at Leith, Trinity, 

Wardie, or Granton shall be afforded or finally determined upon 
by Parliament before next meeting. It was not. 

1837. 
That passengers from the London steam-vessels shall be landed at 

Granton Pier without the aid of small boats by next meeting. 
They were not. 

1839. 
That a Railway Bill between this and Glasgow will be passed betwixt 

and next meeting. It was. 
Will Miss Burdett-Coutts be married before the date of next meeting! 

She was not. 
1841. 

Will the question whether Leith shall have a harbour by a new western 
or eastern passage be determined before next meeting-to be a low­
water entrance ! 

There being nothing decided as to either an eastern or a 
western entrance the meeting found the bet had no alterna­
tive. All subscribers fined in terms of rule eighth of the club. 
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1844. 
Will the new Water Company lately formed in Edinburgh be incorpor­

ated by Act of Parliament before this day twelvemonth 1 
· It is not. 

1846. 
Will the company lately formed, called the Caledonian Railway Com­

pany, obtain an Act of Parliament incorporating them before next 
meeting 1 They have. 

The extracts thus gathered from the club minute-book 
sufficiently indicate the general character of the wagers and 
the manner in which the distinctive affairs of the club have 
been conducted. That it should have continued in existence 
in an unbroken continuity, with only minor changes, accommo­
dating itself to altered social conditions, from 1775 to the 
present day, is remarkable enough, in conjunction with its 
special features, to entitle it to a notice in the pages of The 
Book of the Old Edinburgh Club. 

JAS. B. SUTHERLAND. 

# 

AT THE BACK OF ST. JAMES'S SQUARE 

'THE olde~t house at present existing in the New 
Town 1s that small tenement in North James's 
Place, behind the . Roman Catholic Chapel, and 

close to the door of Mr. Smith's Livery-stables. It was a 
solitary house in the country, for many years before the ex­
tension of the city was resolved upon.' Thus wrote Dr. 
Robert Chambers in 1825,' and Sir Daniel Wilson in 1848 2 

referring to the same house, says : ' A rural mansion which 
occupied, in former days, the north-eastern slope of M~utrie's 
Hill, still remains, a curious waif, surviving the radical 
changes that have transformed the silent fields in which it 
stood into populous streets and squares.' 

The _house thus des~ribed stood for fully half a century 
after Wilson wrote, bemg finally demolished in 1904 ; and 
it may be of interest to record some of the facts connected 
with its erection. 

In 1734, John Cleland, gardener at Canonmills, acquired 
from Heriot's Hospital a feu of five acres of the lands of 
Broughton on the north slope of Moutrie's Hill. The feu 
em?raced the ground lying between the Register House, 
Swmton Row, Broughton Street, Catherine Street, and the 
back of. L~ith Street Terra~e. Cleland enclosed the ground, 
formed it mto a garden which he planted with fruit trees, etc. 
He also built a house on a site near the west end of Little 
King Street. Hence the district came to be known as 

1 T,·aditions of Edinbwrgh, vol. i p. 63. 
2 Mwwrials of Edinbwrgh, vol. ii p. 151. 
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