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THE CANNON-BALL HOUSE 1 

T HE Cannon-ball House is a large and substantial 
tenement standing on the south-west corner of 
Castle Hill (Street). It is bounded on the west 

by the Castle Wynd, which 
separates it from the Espla­
nade, and on the east by the 
modern Board School, which, 
twenty years ago, replaced 
the stately mansion of the 
Duke of Gordon, Governor 
of Edinburgh Castle for 
James II. and VII. The 
building was erected in the 
reign of Charles I. A dormer 
window facing the Esplanade 
bears the figures 1630, but 
although it is a seventeenth­
century house, its present 
aspect is more suggestive of 
the early eighteenth cen-
tury. Dormer Window. 

This appearance is explained by the fact that the tene­
ment has survived three sieges of the Castle: first, Cromwell's 
siege, 1650; next, the siege conducted in the interest of 
William of Orange in the year 1689; and finally, the siege 

1 This historic tenement was offered for sale by auction at Barnetson's Rooms, 46 George 
Street, Edinburgh, on 18th November 1909, at 2 P.>r. The upset price was fixed at 
£2500. There were no bidders. 
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of 1745, when the Castle was held for George rr. by Generals 
Guest and Preston. When Preston saw an opportunity to 
damage the rebels, he fired on them with his artillery, !!,nd, it 
is said, a ball from a gun located in tlie Half-moon Battery 
found its billet in the west wall of the Cannon-ball House, 

Cannon-ball. 

:where it still remains to furnish a 
name to the building and to con­
firm the tradition. 

Other and more prosaic attempts 
have been made to account for its 
presence, but, in the absence of 
proof, the more romantic and pro­
bable explanation may be accepted. 
It has been stated above that the 
general aspect of the house some­
what belies the date inscribed on 

the western ddrmer, but it may reasonably be assumed that 
a full explanation of this fact is found in the damage sustained 
by the building in course of three successive sieges. Another 
feature peculiar to the tenement, and, indeed, unique in Edin­
burgh, is the presence, above and beneath a number of the 
windows on the south and west sides, of stone slides whereby 
wooden shutters could be pushed aside during the day and drawn 
back, to cover the windows, at night. Any explanation of this 
curious and very unusual arrangement is purely conjectural, 
but the slides, in several cases, demonstrate the fact that the 
original windows have, at some later date, been replaced by 
larger ones. On the northern front it would appear that all 
the windows have been enlarged, with the exception of two 
which light the staircase. These two are different in form 
from the others, and have the further distinction of being 
surrounded by a graceful moulding. The more modern 
windows are all absolutely plain. A small self-contained 
house entering from the ground-floor at the upper end of the 
tenement has access by an elegant doorway approached by 
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a short flight of steps guarded by effective stone parapets. 
The whole composition is extremely successful. Little is 
known of the ~arlier inhabitants of this ancient dwel).ing­
place. Its historic interest lies mainly in the fact that it has 
witnessed and survived the three latest sieges of Edinburgh 
Castle. It is much to be hoped that the building may be long 
preserved among the monuments of our city, and it may 
interest members of the Old Edinburgh Club to be informed 
that, besides the Cannon-ball House, there are three other 
groups, more or less derelict, on which conservative effort 
may well be concentrated. These are the HUNTLY HousE 
and other buildings in Bakehouse Close, the TAILORS' HALL 
and adjoining buildings in Cowgate, and the old-world tene­
ments at the head of Fleshmarket Close. Year by year these 
relics of the past disappear. An ungainly modern house has 
replaced the picturesque buildings adjoining Milton House 
School, and the fine old tenement at the head of Plainstanes 
Close has shared the fate which has recently overtaken the 
quaint dwellings in the interior. 
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